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Formula One is now speeding past its 75-year anniversary having produced an array of winners,

champions and memorable moments, with motor racing transformed since the inaugural World

Championship grand prix at Silverstone in 1950.

The best of the best work their way to the front, finding and developing the best machinery and

building the strongest team around them, while laying down superlative drives that deliver them

riches and a place within the all-time lists.

Each era has brought its own challenges, from the danger of the early decades – in which there

were as few as eight grands prix per year on haphazard courses – to the multi-billion-dollar entity

that now hurtles around the globe, to locations and circuits that dazzle and impress.

Icons have emerged, surpassing their predecessors, with Juan Manuel Fangio’s tally of five

world titles beaten by Michael Schumacher, and since matched by Lewis Hamilton, who was

just one lap shy of moving clear of his fellow seven-time world champion. Hamilton’s streak

of success through the 2010s means he tops almost every records chart, becoming the first

driver to reach 100 grand prix victories, with more individual wins than races started by great

champions in decades gone by. Max Verstappen, who so far has a cast-iron grip on Formula

One in the 2020s, is rapidly climbing the all-time lists and now Hamilton’s victory tally no

longer looks insurmountable.

Great teams have seen success come and go. Lotus, Tyrrell and Cooper have long since

fallen by the wayside, Williams have slumped down the competitive order, and even Ferrari

and McLaren have had leaner spells as Mercedes and Red Bull Racing emerged to exert

a 15-year grip on both World Championships – at least until the renaissance of McLaren

starting in 2024.

Drivers will come and go, and teams will rise and fall, and by the time Formula One

reaches its century in 2050 there will be new additions and revisions to these lists,

etching their names among the greats that they seek to emulate.

Right

Max Verstappen celebrates his fourth

Formula One drivers’ title at the 2024 Las

Vegas Grand Prix.
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F1 ALL-TIME RECORDS

PART 1

Formula One has been exciting and entertaining

fans around the globe since the World Championship

began in 1950. The drive to win is as strong as ever,

but Formula One has changed dramatically over

the past 75 years. The cars have been transformed

into high-tech missiles with incredible acceleration,

cornering and braking capabilities. The circuits are

bigger, better and safer. So, with every grand prix,

the records keep on being added to in a blaze of

glamour and speed.
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Above

Formula One has been racing for more than seven

decades – with Las Vegas among its newest venues.
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The likes of seven-time champions Michael

Schumacher and Lewis Hamilton regularly find

themselves in the record books owing to their

achievements. But across Formula One’s history over

100 drivers can call themselves a grand prix winner,

over 30 have won a world championship and

hundreds of others have contributed to

the rich tapestry of the world’s

fastest and most prestigious

motorsport.

DRIVERS
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Above

Modern great Max Verstappen takes victory at the 2024

Saudi Arabian GP.
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WINNING

FOR YOURSELF

To win the Formula One drivers’ title is

a huge honour. To win it in a car bearing

your name is doubly so, and the late

Jack Brabham is the only person to

have managed this, in 1966. Team-mate

Denny Hulme then became champion

for Brabham in 1967.

THREE TIMES TOGETHER

Through Formula One history there

have been 23 occasions where team-

mates have finished first and second in

the standings. The drivers to have

finished 1-2 most often are Lewis

Hamilton and Nico Rosberg. During

their spell together at Mercedes,

Hamilton led Rosberg in 2014 and

2015, before Rosberg turned the tables

in 2016.

WRAP IT UP EARLY

Michael Schumacher and Max

Verstappen share the record of how

early they’ve managed to win a world

title. In 2002 Schumacher wrapped up

his fifth world title at the French Grand

Prix, Round 11 of 17, while Verstappen

mathematically made sure of his third

world title at the Sprint Race of the

2023 Qatar Grand Prix, when there

were still six races left to run that

season. In terms of dates Schumacher

eclipses Verstappen, with his crown

assured on the staggeringly early date

of July 21st.

WINNER BY A FRACTION

Some champions win by a clear

margin, others just scrape home. Lewis

Hamilton (2008), Kimi Räikkönen

(2007), James Hunt (1976) and

Mike Hawthorn (1958) all edged

home by one point, but Hawthorn’s

championship required an act of fair

play from Stirling Moss who stopped

Hawthorn from being disqualified

from the Portuguese GP, verifying that

Hawthorn’s Ferrari hadn’t been given a

push-start. The closest championship

finish was in 1984, when Niki Lauda

beat his McLaren team-mate Alain

Prost by half a point.

RULE BRITANNIA

British drivers are the most

successful in F1 with 20 world

titles – seven for Lewis Hamilton,

three for Jackie Stewart, two

apiece for Graham Hill and Jim

Clark, and one for Mike Hawthorn,

John Surtees, James Hunt, Nigel

Mansell, Damon Hill and Jenson

Button. Germany is next up

with 12 – with seven for Michael

Schumacher, four for Sebastian

Vettel, and one for Nico Rosberg.

Brazil is third, on eight titles.

F1 ALL-TIME RECORDS

Below

McLaren’s James Hunt took the 1976

drivers’ title by a solitary point after an epic ﬁght

with Ferrari’s Niki Lauda.

Above

Jenson Button is one of 10

Britons to be crowned world champion.

CHAMPIONS
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TOP WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP-

WINNING DRIVERS

1

Michael Schumacher

7

=

Lewis Hamilton

7

2

Juan Manuel Fangio

5

3

Alain Prost

4

=

Sebastian Vettel

4

=

Max Verstappen

4

6 Jack Brabham

3

=

Niki Lauda

3

=

Nelson Piquet

3

=

Ayrton Senna

3

=

Jackie Stewart

3

11 Fernando Alonso

2

=

Alberto Ascari

2

=

Jim Clark

2

=

Emerson Fittipaldi

2

=

Mika Häkkinen

2

=

Graham Hill

2

17 Mario Andretti

1

=

Jenson Button

1

=

Giuseppe Farina

1

=

Mike Hawthorn

1

=

Damon Hill

1

=

Phil Hill

1

=

Denny Hulme

1

=

James Hunt

1

=

Alan Jones

1

=

Nigel Mansell

1

=

Kimi Räikkönen

1

=

Jochen Rindt

1

=

Keke Rosberg

1

=

Nico Rosberg

1

=

Jody Scheckter

1

=

John Surtees

1

=

Jacques Villeneuve

1

HOP, SKIP AND A JUMP

Aside from Giuseppe Farina’s record

in winning the inaugural World

Championship in 1950, the smallest

total number of grands prix contested

by a driver before becoming world

champion is Juan Manuel Fangio, who

won the title in 1951 for Alfa Romeo

after competing in just 12 grands prix –

about half of the current season.

PRIVATEERS STRIKE A BLOW

Jack Brabham and Cooper struck

a blow for the little guys when they

won both the 1959 World Drivers’

and Constructors’ Championships.

This made Cooper the first specialist

racing-car manufacturer to beat the

established factory teams with their big

budgets, such as Alfa Romeo, Ferrari,

Mercedes and Maserati.

Above

Jack Brabham celebrates after winning the 1959 British GP at Aintree, as Cooper came good.

DRIVERS

TWO HUNDRED AND NINETY

Formula One overhauled its points system in 2010, giving 25

points rather than 10 for a win, thus distorting lots of statistics.

Sebastian Vettel’s 2013 season ended with a 155-point buffer back

to runner-up Fernando Alonso, but this record was obliterated by

Max Verstappen in 2023. Verstappen finished 290 points clear of

Sergio Perez – effectively an 11-round advantage.

Above

Max Verstappen pulverized the opposition in 2023

and ﬁnished 290 points ahead of Sergio Perez.





[image: Top: Damon Hill leads Jacques Villeneuve during a race in 1998. Bottom: Alberto Ascari drives a vintage race car down a track.]

KEEP IT IN THE FAMILY

The Hill family has a proud

boast. Despite F1 being littered

with sons following their

fathers into the sport, Graham

and Damon are the first father

and son to both win the F1

title. Graham won in 1962 for

BRM and in 1968 for Lotus

while Damon was crowned with

Williams in 1996. The Andrettis

and Piquets failed to match

their feat, before Nico Rosberg

triumphed in 2016 to match his

father Keke’s feat in 1982.

Right

In 1996, Damon Hill, son of Graham, leads Williams team-mate Jacques Villeneuve,

son of Gilles, during the year he became the ﬁrst second-generation world champion.

F1 ALL-TIME RECORDS

FROM GOOD TO BAD

World Champions can’t win year

in, year out, for a variety of reasons.

Juan Manuel Fangio, Mike Hawthorn,

Jochen Rindt, Nigel Mansell, Alain

Prost and Nico Rosberg have failed to

do so due to injury, death or retirement,

but the following drivers failed to win

a race in the year after claiming the

title: Alberto Ascari (1954), Fangio

(1958), Jack Brabham (1961), Phil Hill

(1962), John Surtees (1965), Mario

Andretti (1979), Jodi Scheckter (1980),

Nelson Piquet (1988), Damon Hill

(1997), Jacques Villeneuve (1998) and

Sebastian Vettel (2014).

CHAMPION PAIRINGS

The pairing of Fernando Alonso and

Jenson Button at McLaren from 2015

made it 14 seasons in which a team has

run two world champions after Alberto

Ascari and Giuseppe Farina at Ferrari in

1953 and 1954; Jim Clark and Graham

Hill at Lotus in 1967 and 1968; Emerson

Fittipaldi and Denny Hulme at McLaren

in 1974; Alain Prost and Keke Rosberg

at McLaren in 1986; Alain Prost and

Ayrton Senna at McLaren in 1989; Lewis

Hamilton and Button at Mercedes from

2010 to 2012; Kimi Räikkönen and

Alonso at Ferrari in 2014, then Räikkönen

and Sebastian Vettel from 2015 to 2018.

TWO WHEELS TO FOUR

John Surtees – who was the world

champion for Ferrari in 1964 – has

the distinction of being the only

motorcycle world champion to hit

world title-winning heights after

transferring to car racing. Fellow

motorcycle world champions Mike

Hailwood and Johnny Cecotto also

made the move to four wheels, but

“Mike the Bike” peaked with a best

finish of second place in the 1972 Italian

GP, ironically racing for Surtees’s team,

while Cecotto’s best result was a sixth

position at Long Beach for Theodore

in 1983.

JUST ONE

WILL DO

Anyone who watched Keke Rosberg

race will know that he was a driver

who raced to win, a driver full of

on-the-limit aggression, yet he

claimed his world title for Williams

in 1982 with just one win. That was

Mike Hawthorn’s tally too when he

was crowned in 1958. Jack Brabham

(1959), Phil Hill (1961), John Surtees

(1964) and Denny Hulme (1967) all

managed to win the title with just

two victories.

Below

Alberto Ascari failed to ﬁnish a single race in 1954 despite winning titles in both 1952 and 1953.
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