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  Black Swan


  They say you were inevitable


  An unknown to be feared,


  A force described as formidable


  Upon reflection it was clear


  A black swan among the white few


  The one beauty a sole outlier


  Flammes sombres et le feu


  Amidst the snow a fire


  From the chaos you give order


  While in the darkness light


  Where reason and love borders


  You draw your strength for flight


  To those who understand and stay


  The rest see as unexpected,


  Tu es mon vigueur tout au long de la journée


  Black swans, we two, are wedded


  Owl: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania USA


  May 2nd  12:30 AM


  'God save thee, ancient Mariner!


  From the fiends, that plague thee thus!


  Why look'st thou so?'With my cross-bow


  I shot the ALBATROSS.


  The Rime of the Ancient Mariner, Part I, Samuel Taylor Coleridge


  I HATE IT WHEN I'm right, John Helms said. With the exception of twelve other passengers traveling in the quiet cars, he was talking to himself again. He didn't worry too much about talking to himself. He found that when he spoke aloud, it helped organize his thoughts. He looked at his expensive watch and calculated that he would be in Washington, D.C. by 7:30 AM, which would give him more than enough time to get a cup of coffee and meet up with Diane Welch at their appointed time. He looked back out the window to see more of his reflection than anything outside. Of all the passengers, he was decidedly better dressed, well -groomed and clearly prepared for some serious business meeting. If any of the riders were awake, they would have assumed that he was either part of the new security team now dispatched on Acela Express or some type of well -paid law -enforcement specialist or an unfortunate executive whose Learjet was grounded. His clothes, while business formal, were well -tailored, while his solid frame belied an athletic body for a man in his late fifties. The thought of missing his morning run did bother him. He smiled; the weights he lifted made up for that missed opportunity. He looked back at his watch again in the hopes that an hour had passed.


  Hmm...three minutes. He looked back out the window and thought about his destination.


  If all went well, he would finally be able to talk to Rachael Janeson directly after nearly three years of her being off the map. He changed his gaze from the darkened window back to his table of multicolored files, all varying in the amount of wear at the edges. After another minute of searching, he found the relatively thin, pink file labeled Black Swan. Similar to many of the other files, it had multiple surveillance pictures and long-distance telephoto shots, but unlike many of them, nearly all the pictures were obscured, faded, dark and overall it was not easy to see the figures' faces. The borders of each picture and image said either thought to be Black Swan or suspected image of Wolf. After he finished looking at them for the thousandth time, he took out a forty-five -page report generated by his company's Behavioral Risk Assessment Team or BRAT as they preferred to be called. He was very proud of this team of former FBI behavior analysis specialists, psychologists and former criminals -turned -law -enforcement. It was his idea and with Welch's support to create the team, it was a great move. The team was under the watchful eyes of Jill Davis and Denise Cratty. Their management styles complimented each other.


  It's like theyre married, he mumbled. He couldn't help but smile as a series of old television shows about odd couples living and working together came immediately to mind. It took effort to shift back to the report. Like so many reports before, their assessments were eerily accurate. Even Gilmore and Johnson from the FBI Regional Office in Boston would send their assessments to his team just for an outside opinion. They always found something new, and what was found was always important. Flipping to the last two pages, Helms started with the highlighted bullet summary of Projections. He was glad his suspicious nature and obsessiveness with preparing for the disaster was triggered last month when he got his team to work on a detailed projective analysis on what May 2nd would be like this year with the variables of Alexander Burns, Janeson, her uncle, Regina Panelli, Alica Wise and Jeffery Glenn still unaccounted for for the last three months. Janeson, Wise and Panelli were off-grid entirely while Burns was spotted in Paris and Glenn in Montreal. With Davis and Cratty already keeping an eye on Burns and Dillon and Ramsey scouring the city of Montreal, he still kept wondering why Janeson had not contacted him directly about meeting. The request came through the Russian Embassy directly to Diane Welch. That request to meet came in four days ago. Just as his behavioral team predicted. Helms jumped down to the last paragraph he had read multiple times.


  Based on Rachael Margarita Janeson's choice of literature, art, music and past history, she is your classic romantic that is best understood in its classical sense of Sturm und Drang or storm and stress where extreme emotions are allowed to be expressed as a reaction to logical and rational restrictiveness. Since she has a very deep emotional attachment to Alexander Joshua Burns as a result of near -constant communication for several months prior to his capture by Eric Icarus Daniels, she is prone to sentimental dates, circumstances and passions. This is counterbalanced with her near -photographic memory and recall of key security protocols, top secret operations predating her disappearance, logistical training and prior extensive field work in surveillance, counterinsurgency and counter terrorism. This combination makes for a very compelling and potentially very dangerous scenario, should she be motivated to act. This combination of personal and skill-based competencies were also present when Mr. Burns initiated all his operations against the former Foreign Intelligence Agency and the FBI several years ago on May 2nd . With that very date approaching, and the recent uptick in activities in all of the intelligence communities in Italy, France, UK and Canada, followed by a corresponding decrease in all intelligence chatter in Russia, it is highly likely that a series of events will occur that will put Ms. Janeson and Mr. Burns on the grid again. And in keeping with past histories and analysis, these events will be coordinated and spectacular. Ms. Janeson's familial relationship with Dr. Volkov Volkonoff will make resourcing such a series simple, and Mr. Burns's capacity for facilitating such a highly resourced, well -thought -out plan will be relatively easy. Best course of action is to accept any outreach Ms. Janeson or a designee makes while ensuring that all law enforcement securities are on heightened alert, especially in the Merrimack Valley, Massachusetts, USA. Further, locating Mr. Burns and Ms. Janeson will be critical to circumvent any operations. Locating Dr. Volkonoff will be moot as he is seldom directly connected to any operation when it is in play. In fact, should Dr. Volkonoff be easily located, it is more likely part of the plan and a means of containing variables that might negatively affect a covert operation.


  'Variables that might negatively affect a covert operation.' Like me and Welch. Are you really coming to see us, Rachael? 


  Helms put the document back down and looked out the dark window. Periodic flashes of lights and shadows blurred by as he thought about the day to come. He could have taken a journey by plane that would have been three hours but the trains rhythm helped him think, and the seven-hour travel time gave him time.


  How did I miss this?
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