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Symbols

4 - The World or Worldliness.

The first four days of the creation week were
when the material universe was completed. Several worldly things
are repeated four times in the Genesis account, like Eve's name,
and there were four rivers that flowed out from the garden of Eden
to the earth.

Ezekiel 7:2 Son of man, this is what the Lord
GOD says to the land of Israel: An end! The end has come on the
four corners of the land.

8 - Resurrection and new
beginnings.

The Law stipulated that boys be circumcised
on the eighth day. After the seven weeks of the spring harvest, the
next day is Pentecost, which is the start of the eighth week. God
saved eight people in the arc during the flood of Noah. Jesus
showed himself eight times after his resurrection. Eight people
wrote the New Testament.

Bronze - judgment, strength

Jeremiah 15:12: “Can anyone smash iron, Iron
from the north, or bronze?

Here Jeremiah uses bronze to symbolize both
strength and God's judgment.

Dog - evil person

Proverbs 26:11 ‘As a dog that returns to its
vomit, so is a fool who repeats his foolishness’

Eagle - strength and speed, are
sometimes compared to God.

Isaiah 40:31: but those who trust in the Lord
will renew their strength; they will soar on wings like eagles;
they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not faint.

Psalm 103:5: He satisfies you with goodness;
your youth is renewed like the eagle.

Exodus 19:4: You yourselves have seen what I
did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought
you to myself.

Euphrates - Boundary.

The Euphrates was one of the boundaries of
Israel and after Abraham crossed it, he was declared to be a
Hebrew. In Revelation, the Euphrates was dried up to make way for
the eastern kings.

Field - the World.

Matthew 13:38 The field is the world; the
good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the
children of the wicked one;

fig trees - The nation of Israel.

Hosea 9:10: “When I found Israel, it was like
finding grapes in the desert; when I saw your ancestors, it was
like seeing the early fruit on the fig tree. But when they came to
Baal Peor, they consecrated themselves to that shameful idol and
became as vile as the thing they loved.

Fire - judgment, destruction. Can also
refer to the presence of God, as in Moses and the burning bush and
tongues of fire on Pentecost in Acts.

Lamentations 2:4 Like an enemy he has strung
his bow; his right hand is ready. Like a foe he has slain all who
were pleasing to the eye; he has poured out his wrath like fire on
the tent of Daughter Zion.

2nd Peter 2:10 But the day of the Lord will
come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the
elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything
done in it will be laid bare.

Hair - Life and vigor.

Genesis 41:14 Then Pharaoh sent for Joseph,
and they took him quickly out of prison; and when his hair had been
cut and his dress changed, he came before Pharaoh.

Numbers 6:9 “If someone suddenly dies near
him, defiling his consecrated head of hair, he must shave his head
on the day of his purification; he is to shave it on the seventh
day.

Judges 16:17 he told her the whole truth and
said to her, “My hair has never been cut, because I am a Nazirite
to God from birth. If I am shaved, my strength will leave me, and I
will become weak and be like any other man.”

Hooves - Power

Isaiah 5:28 Whose arrows are sharp, and all
their bows bent, their horses' hoofs shall be counted like flint,
and their wheels like a whirlwind:

Horn - Animal - Power/nations.

Psalm 75:10 All the horns of the wicked also
will I cut off; But the horns of the righteous shall be lifted
up.

1 Samuel 2:10 They that strive with Jehovah
shall be broken to pieces; Against them will he thunder in heaven:
Jehovah will judge the ends of the earth; And he will give strength
unto his king, And exalt the horn of his anointed.

Ezekiel 34:21 Because ye thrust with side and
with shoulder, and push all the diseased with your horns, till ye
have scattered them abroad;

Iron - Strength.

Job 40:18 Its bones are tubes of bronze, its
limbs like rods of iron.

Daniel 2:33 its legs of iron, its feet partly
of iron and partly of baked clay.

Daniel 7:7 “After that, in my vision at night
I looked, and there before me was a fourth beast—terrifying and
frightening and very powerful. It had large iron teeth; it crushed
and devoured its victims and trampled underfoot whatever was left.
It was different from all the former beasts, and it had ten
horns.

Mountain - Closeness to God.

Isaiah 2:2 And it shall come to pass in the
last days, that the mountain of the LORD’S house shall be
established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above
the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.

Matthew 17:1 “After six days Jesus took with
him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a
high mountain by themselves.

Matthew 17:2There he was transfigured before
them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white
as the light.”

Owl - Mourning or loneliness

Job 30:28 “I went mourning without the sun: I
stood up, and I cried in the congregation.

Job 30:29 I am a brother to dragons, and a
companion to owls.”

Psalms 102:6 “I am like an owl in the desert,
like a lonely owl in a far-off wilderness.”

Thorns - things of this world, sensual
things.

Matthew 13:22 “He also that received seed
among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this
world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he
becometh unfruitful.”

Valley – judgment. Valley refers to
judgment, but it can not only be a punishment, but it can mean
blessings through God’s grace. Many battles were fought in valleys
in the Bible. The Israelites were successful in some of the battles
but were unsuccessful in others. Valleys are also places that offer
bountiful harvests.

Numbers 13:23: Then they came to what is now
known as the valley of Eshcol where they cut down a single cluster
of grapes so large that it took two of them to carry it on a pole
between them! They also took some samples of the pomegranates and
figs.

The valley of Siddim was where Sodom and
Gomorrah were. So, valleys are places of extremes, extreme
blessings, or extreme sinfulness and judgment.

Summary

Micah means who is like God, which is a
fitting name as he is describing God and his characteristics.
Unlike other prophets, Micah does not mention his father but is
known by his village of Moreseth. His village is near the border of
Philistia and Judah about 25 miles southwest of Jerusalem, which is
a rural area. His being from a rural area could be why God chose
him to preach about the decadence of the cities. He could have been
a wealthy farmer and used his influence to speak out, or he could
be one of the poor who he is sympathetic to.

The book was written between 742 and 687 BC,
which can be ascertained from the kings which are mentioned. Micah
only lists the kings of Judah when indicating when he was
prophesying, which is ironic, as he is primarily prophesying to the
Northern Kingdom of Israel. He indicates that his prophecy is
towards Samaria and Jerusalem, which are the capital cities of the
northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah.

The theme of the book is that God is
righteous and judges, but after his has punished his people he will
show mercy to them. This pattern is repeated three times in the
book. He lists Samaria’s sins first, despite the fact that he is
from the southern kingdom. This is because their sin was more
severe and therefore his prophetic judgments were mostly directed
towards the northern kingdom.

There are a number of similarities with this
book and other books of the Bible. The first two chapters describe
God as being over Israel, which parallels God's appearance over
Mount Sanai in Leviticus 19-20. Micah recounts the faithfulness God
pledged to Abraham and Jacob, and quoted from the Law when judging
sin. When he speaks of the judgment which was coming to the
Northern Kingdom of Israel, there are striking similarities with
Isaiah. In Jeremiah chapter 26 Micah is quoted, and the words are
the same, and are in the same order as in Micah except that
Jeremiah uses a different form of the words.

The judgment which is referred to in Micah
was the invasion of Assyria, who conquered the northern kingdom of
Israel, after Israel unsuccessfully asked Judah to help them
against Assyria. The invasion was caused by the rebellion of Israel
after a succession of the king of Assyria. Israel was destroyed and
the survivors deported. Assyria eventually attacked Judah, but they
were unsuccessful. This judgment also is symbolic of God judging
the world during the end-times. After the judgment of Israel, God
redeemed them, and promised a future redemption, which is Christ
whose salvation will extend to all nations.

Outline

There were three separate cycles of judgment
and restoration.

I The first cycle of judgment and
restoration

a. Judgment of Samaria and Jerusalem
(1:1⁠–⁠2:11)

b. Restoration of a remnant (2:12⁠–⁠13).

II The second cycle of judgment and
restoration

a. Judgment of rulers and prophets
(3:1⁠–⁠12)

b. Future restoration (4:1⁠–⁠5:15).

III The third cycle of judgment and
restoration

a. Judgment on Israel (6:1⁠–⁠7:6)

b. Final restoration of God's Kingdom
(7:7⁠–⁠20).


Chapter 1

Micah 1:1 This is the prophetic message that
the Lord gave to Micah of Moresheth. He delivered this message
during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.
The prophecies pertain to Samaria and Jerusalem.

There are several people in the Old Testament
whose names are Micah, which means who is like God. It is a variant
of the name of Micaiah. This is a fitting name as he is describing
God, who judges righteously, but with mercy like no other. Micah
wrote the book between 742 and 687 BC, which can be ascertained
from the kings which are mentioned. Micah only lists the kings of
Judah when indicating when he was prophesying, which is ironic, as
he is primarily prophesying to the Northern Kingdom of Israel, this
is probably due to their not being as steeped in sin as their
southern counterparts.

He indicates that his prophecy is towards
Samaria and Jerusalem, which are the capital cities of the Northern
Kingdom of Israel and the Southern Kingdom of Judah respectively.
Despite the fact that he is from the southern kingdom, he lists
Samaria first, as their sin was more severe and his prophecies are
mostly directed towards the northern kingdom. Unlike other
prophets, Micah doesn't mention his father but is known by his
village Moreseth. His village is near the border of Philistia and
Judah about 25 miles southwest of Jerusalem, which is a rural
area.

Micah 1:2 Listen, all you nations! Pay
attention, all inhabitants of earth! The sovereign Lord will
testify against you; the Lord will accuse you from his majestic
palace.

Micah is prophesying to the whole world and
letting them know that his message is important. Yahweh will judge
them because he is sovereign and does not have to answer to any
person. He will judge the entire world, both nations and
individuals. He is in his majestic place, which emphasizes his
sovereignty and that his judgement comes from above man, both
literally and figuratively.

Micah 1:3 Look, the Lord is coming out of his
dwelling place! He will descend and march on the earth’s
mountaintops!

Yahweh's coming is a portend of doom as he
has just judged the world. He is omnipotent and this indicates that
a special sentence is coming which will include perfect judgement.
He will march on Earth's mountaintops indicating that he will be
over even what humans would consider to be close to God and prevail
over them.

Micah 1:4 The mountains will disintegrate
beneath him, and the valleys will be split in two.

The idea is that the mountains will melt and
become molten and fall away, which seems to indicate volcanic
activity. There are nearby volcanos, but there is no evidence they
have been active in this timeframe. Literally, this is a horrific
judgment. The mountains are places of high moral standing, but our
righteousness is nothing when compared to God and his judgment. The
valley is a picture of testing, and splitting in two could indicate
a separation between judgment and salvation (which is foreshadowing
the restoration mentioned later in the book.

Micah 1:5 All this is because of Jacob’s
rebellion and the sins of the nation of Israel. How has Jacob
rebelled, you ask? Samaria epitomizes their rebellion! Where are
Judah’s pagan worship centers, you ask? They are right in
Jerusalem!

Jacob and the nation of Israel here refer to
both the northern kingdom and the southern kingdom. The question
about Jacob rebelling is rhetorical and symbolic of both kingdoms.
Samaria, which is the capital of the northern kingdom, is symbolic
of their rebellion. The capital of the southern kingdom is
Jerusalem, so this is indicating that the centers of power were the
source of the corruption, which started with Ahaz, who burned
children as sacrifices to Molech. Once the capitals were corrupted,
the pagan worship would easily spread to all of the other
areas.

Micah 1:6 “I will turn Samaria into a heap of
ruins in an open field – vineyards will be planted there! I will
tumble the rubble of her stone walls down into the valley, and tear
down her fortifications to their foundations.

This has literally been fulfilled today and a
couple centuries ago there were reports of masses of ruins strew
about in Samaria, but even those are gone today. Tumbling the walls
down the foundation is an indication that the ruins were thrown
from the hill, which is what indeed has happened. The location of
the ruins is now a vineyard. Samaria being a heap
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