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WHAT ARE GRADED READERS?

Graded readers are books in easy English. They are written for learners of English and they have vocabulary and grammar at your level. 

Each book has some new, more difficult words. There are definitions for these words at the back of the book.

 

WHY READ GRADED READERS?


		Studies show that learners who read in English improve in all areas much more quickly than learners who don’t read.

		With graded readers, you don’t need a dictionary so reading is more relaxing.

		The stories are all in modern English.

		You can learn vocabulary and grammar in context (this is the best way, according to teachers).

		Reading a book in English will improve your comprehension, your fluency and your confidence.

		The stories are exciting and reading them is fun!




New words

When you see an underlined word, click on it. This will take you to a definition of the word at the back of the book.

 

People in the stories

Macbeth

Duncan – King of Scotland

Malcolm – Duncan’s son

Macbeth – Thane of Glamis

Lady Macbeth – Macbeth’s wife

The three witches

Banquo – a thane and Macbeth’s friend

Fleance – Banquo’s son

Macduff – a thane

Lennox – a thane 

 

Twelfth Night

Viola (Cesario) – a twin

Sebastian – a twin

Lady Olivia

Sir Toby – Lady Olivia’s uncle

Sir Andrew – Sir Toby’s friend

Malvolio – Lady Olivia’s servant

Maria – Lady Olivia’s servant

Duke Orsino

Antonio – a sea captain


Macbeth


Chapter 1

One day, during a terrible storm, three old witches were talking.

“When shall we meet again?” one witch asked the others, shouting above the noise of the wind.

The second witch looked up, her hair wet from the rain. “Let’s meet on the field after the battle,” she answered.

“That will be before night time,” said the third witch. She knew that because witches can see the future. Then she said, “We’ll meet Macbeth there.”

The witches said goodbye to each other. Then they flew away through the dark fog.

 

Duncan, the King of Scotland, was waiting at his castle for news of the battle between Scotland and Norway. When a young soldier came back from the battlefield, Duncan asked him, “Who won? Tell me!”

“The battle was very long and very difficult,” the soldier told his king. “But we’re very lucky because we have a brilliant soldier, Macbeth. He killed lots of men and, because of him, we won!”

“That’s brilliant!” shouted the King happily.

“And Banquo fought very well, too. But sadly,” said the young man, “I also have bad news. One of our soldiers, the Thane of Cawdor, didn’t fight for his country in the battle. He helped Norway instead.”

Duncan was a good and kind king but, when he heard this, he became very angry. He shouted, “The Thane of Cawdor is Scottish but he fought with Norway? Then he’s a traitor and he must die! My men will kill him.” 

“But who will be the new Thane of Cawdor?” a thane asked.

King Duncan thought for a moment. “Macbeth,” he said, smiling. “He was the best soldier in the battle today. He’s already Thane of Glamis and now he will be Thane of Cawdor too.” The King was very pleased with his idea.

 

While the men were talking at the castle, the three witches met again, this time on the battlefield. There was another storm and it was very windy. They waited for Macbeth.

Macbeth and Banquo, both soldiers and good friends, were walking across the field towards the King’s castle. It was getting dark and they were tired after the battle. Suddenly, they saw the witches. “Who are those strange women?” asked Banquo quietly. He was afraid. “They look so old and they’re wearing really strange clothes. Are they real?” 

“I don’t know,” said Macbeth. The witches were all looking at him with small, bright eyes. He was also a little afraid but he didn’t want to show it. The men moved nearer and Macbeth asked them, “Who – or what – are you?”

They didn’t answer him. “Say something!” Macbeth shouted, and then finally the women spoke. 

“Macbeth, Thane of Glamis!” said the first witch, her arms in the air.

“Macbeth, Thane of Cawdor!” said the second witch.

“Macbeth, the future king!” said the third witch.

Macbeth didn’t understand. “I am Thane of Glamis, that’s true. I became Thane of Glamis when my father died. But I’m not Thane of Cawdor so why do you say that? And how can I become king? That’s not possible.”

The witches said nothing. They just looked at him.

“Don’t look so afraid,” Banquo said, putting his hand on his friend’s arm. “It’s good news.” Then to the witches, he said, “Do you have anything to say to me? What’s my future?”

The witches all turned to look at Banquo, and one said, “You’re less important than Macbeth … but you’re also more important.”

“What does that mean?” asked Banquo, confused.

“You won’t be king,” another witch explained, “but you will be the father of kings.”

The witches started to disappear. “Wait!” shouted Macbeth. “We have more questions for you!” But the women were gone.

“Where did they go?” asked Banquo, looking around him.

“They have disappeared into the air,” answered his friend. Then he said to him, “Your children will be kings.”

“You will be king,” said Banquo.

“And Thane of Cawdor. They said that, too, didn’t they?” asked Macbeth.

“Yes, they did.”

While they talked, the men walked back to Duncan’s castle.

 

When they entered the castle, King Duncan said to them, “Soldiers, I want to thank you both. You fought a fantastic battle today!” Then to Macbeth, he said, “You’re my best soldier so I have decided that you’re the new Thane of Cawdor.”

“Thank you,” said Macbeth, surprised
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