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Monty lived with his family and friends in a green, mossy pond. The frogs were happy. They caught flies and other insects for food. They soaked in the water or sat around the pond, enjoying the warm sun.
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Monty did not like to sit still for long. He loved to jump and leap. Everyone called him Leapfrog.
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One morning, Monty jumped over the bushes and landed on the road. "This is super duper fun! I can leap, and jump, and run!" he sang, taking a leap with every word.
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The day grew hot and Monty’s skin started to dry up. He could not find any pond or puddle to soak in. As you know, frogs must keep their skin moist otherwise they feel sick.
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When he could walk no more, he lay down beside the road and shut his eyes. He was feeling very, very ill.
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A blast of cold air hit him and he opened his eyes. He saw where the cool air was coming from and took a big leap.
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He landed inside a car. Of course, Monty did not know it was a car. He did not care, either. He only wanted to sleep. He closed his eyes.
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He woke up after two hours. He was feeling better but he was hungry and puzzled. Where was food and where was he?
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He croaked. Monty had a very loud croak. It often scared the baby birds in their nests and their mamas told them, “Don’t worry, sweeties, that’s our friend Leapfrog from the pond!"
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As soon as Monty croaked, the lady driving the car screamed, "Aaaaaaaoooo!" She stopped the car and jumped out. So did Monty.
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"This is super duper good! I see food, food, food!" Monty sang and started hopping in the grass and catching fat, juicy flies.
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The garden had a fountain. Monty sang with a hop, jump, and skip, "I'll have a super duper dip!"
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Trouble came soon after. Three boys playing in the garden caught him and put him in a box.
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Poor Monty! He tried to push open the lid but the boys had tied it with a string. Monty spent the night in the box. He kept thinking about the pond and the starry sky above it.
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The boys took Monty to school the next day. He was still in the box. Without food and water, he was feeling very weak.
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He did not open his eyes or move when the boys opened the box.
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“Why doesn’t he move?” Ethan asked.

“Is he dead?” Raju asked.

“Let’s poke him and see,” said Tom.
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The boys prodded him with a pencil and Monty leaped out of the box. He landed on the teacher’s desk! His heart was beating very fast because he was frightened.
[image: 19 copy.jpg]

The teacher’s name was Miss Mercy. She caught Monty in a big duster and gently put him back in the box.
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By now, Ethan, Tom, and Raju were feeling very sorry. They
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