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PART ONE: GOD MOVES IN MYSTERIOUS WAYS
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CHAPTER ONE: THE SPIRIT MOVING OVER THE WATERS (GENESIS 1:1,2)

[image: image]







Famously, in its opening lines, the Bible declares:



“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters. Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light” (Genesis 1:1-3). 



We often hear about a President’s first 100 days. That’s thought to be enough time for an early assessment to be made on his performance thus far. If so, what of the first 10 words of the Bible? Are they not sufficient to settle quite categorically, and for all time, a biblical Christian’s worldview, at least with respect to origins: “in the beginning God created the heavens and the earth?”

The Apostle Peter, writing much later in the New Testament (2 Peter 3:1-7), in a more sceptical time, presented a ‘back to Genesis’ appeal. He referred to mockers in the last days. He then laid bare the basic problem with their wrong view of the world. They misguidedly believed the present was the same as the past, continuing without change. They would, doubtless, have just as readily maintained that the present was the key to the past. By adopting this perspective, modern sceptics rule out the possibility of any kind of supernatural intervention, simply because they don’t see any supernatural intervention occurring now. So, they reason it also didn’t happen in the past. 

As the Apostle Paul would say in a different but related context, they are wilfully rejecting divine involvement – and they are doing this by rewriting history. Informed by Genesis, and under the Spirit’s control, the Apostle Peter affirms what the book of Genesis says - that the Earth was formed out of water and by water through which it was also destroyed, a reference first to creation and then to the great flood of Noah’s time.

If his opponents were to have locked horns with him, they might have complained Peter was taking altogether too plain a reading of the text of early Genesis. But should it be read in any other way? Bear in mind that it doesn’t contain any of the distinguishing features of Hebrew poetry. The late Oxford Professor, James Barr, had this to say on the meaning of Genesis:

‘... probably, so far as I know, there is no professor of Hebrew or Old Testament at any world-class university who does not believe that the writer(s) of Genesis 1–11 intended to convey to their readers the ideas that: (1) creation took place in a series of six days which were the same as the days of 24 hours we now experience; (2) the figures contained in the Genesis genealogies provided by simple addition a chronology from the beginning of the world up to later stages in the biblical story; and (3) Noah’s flood was understood to be world-wide and extinguish all human and animal life except for those in the ark.’  [James Barr, Oriel Professor of the interpretation of the Holy Scripture, Oxford University, England, in a letter to David C.C. Watson, 23 April 1984. Barr, consistent with his neo-orthodox views, does not believe Genesis, but he understood what the Hebrew so clearly taught. It was only the perceived need to harmonise with the alleged age of the earth which led people to think anything different—it was nothing to do with the text itself.]

In other words, James Barr thought every world-class Old Testament Hebrew professor understood Genesis to speak of six actual days and a literal global flood. This expert’s assessment - that the text of Genesis really does mean what it says - seems perfectly consistent with the Apostle Peter’s understanding, with emphasis on the third point: that of a global, world-changing flood. As plainly as that can be read out of Scripture, it can equally plainly be read out from some of the global features of our planet. 

But, it must at once be conceded, any study of our planet’s features is also subject to interpretation of the evidence. All evidence, of course, requires us to interpret it, simply because the evidence we’re investigating exists in the present and we’re trying to infer things from it about the past. At one extreme end of the spectrum, the atheistic worldview interprets all natural evidence as supporting a continuous natural development without the need to invoke the deity. Supernatural global floods are ridiculed, despite three-quarters of the world’s rocks having been laid down under water, and bearing continental-scale features. 

But this atheistic alternative, in attempting to avoid any need for miraculous intervention by the deity, simply requires miracles of a different type. And miracles they undoubtedly still are: for they’ve got to believe in the virgin birth of the universe - that is, it did the philosophically impossible thing of existing to create itself while not yet being in existence (thereby violating the Law of Non-Contradiction). Personally, I'd sooner believe in the virgin birth of Jesus Christ our Lord, according to the Bible. 

What’s more, they’d have us believe in a fish with rather peculiar fins which somehow once upon a time managed to grow into legs so that it could walk out of water (see, for example, Stephen Jay Gould’s writings). I'd rather choose to accept the reasonable belief that Jesus Christ, as God come in human flesh, walked on water. 

But more positively, and on the front foot now, Prof. Edgar Andrews (Professor Edgar H. Andrews BSc, PhD, DSc, FInstP, FIMMM, CEng, CPhys. is Emeritus Professor of Materials at the University of London and an international expert on the science of large molecules) takes the first 10 words of the Bible as a working hypothesis and claims it leads to 6 testable predictions. The thing that should not be astounding to us is that modern science indisputably affirms all 6 of these predictions as being satisfied. Let’s look at the predictions of ‘the God hypothesis’: namely, that God created the heavens and the earth.

They are:


(1)  That the origin of the material universe should not be able to be explained in purely material terms


Nor can it - for, looking back into the past, science arrives at a ‘singularity’ (that being a point where the laws of physics break down, as vouched for by the late Professor Stephen Hawking). This simply means that there is no available technical explanation for the actual point of origin as such. 


(2)  That there should be a principle of rationality underlying the entire universe 


And there is. According to Albert Einstein, ‘The most incomprehensible thing about the universe is the fact that it’s comprehensible.'


(3)  That the existence of all laws should best be explained by a supernatural law-giver.


This claim sits comfortably with a common-sense interpretation of the facts. Sir Fred Hoyle once suggested that a super-intellect had monkeyed with physics, or at least that was what it looked like.


(4)  That the essence of life is not chemistry but (intelligently organized) information.


As Professor Lennox has argued, a printed page of text is chemically identical to one of gobbledygook (one which uses the same characters, only now they are all shuffled). Mere chemistry cannot distinguish the page that makes perfect sense to us from the one that doesn’t. While there’s obviously a difference, it’s not explained by reducing it all down to chemistry alone. To put it another way, it's well-known that a tin of sardines contains all the chemicals for life, but is non-living!


(5)  That there should be irreducibly complex design features.


And what does research show? Research does indeed show that all living things seem to have a minimal complexity requirement (Stuart Kauffman, origins researcher), What's more, ‘we cannot reach back to a simple beginning’ (Fred Hoyle).


(6)  That there was a beginning before which time did not exist.


Science absolutely verifies that all things get more disordered with time, and yet because they’re not yet totally disordered, this has got to mean that time had a recent beginning (Prof. Andrews).

In other words, and summarizing now, without ‘the God hypothesis,’ there’s no explanation for the singularity; nor for cosmic comprehensibility. Also, there can hardly have been purely accidental fine-tuning; and we’d be left with no basis in chemistry for intelligently organized information. Finally, science also agrees with ‘the God hypothesis’ that there’s been no simple beginning; and no previous deep time.

Nobel laureate Dr. Arno Penzias has discussed his opinions regarding the philosophical ramifications of a discovery he famously made, and has discussed quite openly. You may remember that Penzias, along with his colleague Robert Wilson, in 1964 detected radio noise of very low energy. After ruling out terrestrial sources, they realized that the noise was cosmic microwave background radiation, apparently a remnant of the creation event. They shared the 1978 Nobel Prize in Physics for this discovery. Penzias stated to the New York Times on March 12, 1978: “The



	Why should we treat the early chapters of Genesis as narrative?

	In what ways were the sceptical in Peter’s days aligned with sceptics today?

	Does the scientific debate (either confirming or challenging a plain reading of Genesis) hinge on the acceptance or not of hard evidence; or does it come down to different interpretations of the same hard evidence?

	Do you think it is possible to support any view of the distant past without assumptions, speculations and even admitting a little mystery? (Please explain).

	Some world-class scientists maintain there’s no conflict with the Bible. What is the basic conclusion that may be drawn from this? 
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