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There is a question that has accompanied humanity from the moment human beings first raised their eyes toward the sky: what is their place within the totality that surpasses them? The sight of the stars has always been more than the observation of distant lights. Within it lies humanity’s deepest need to understand its own origin, position, and meaning. However, the way in which humanity approaches this question determines the limits of the answers it can reach.

Throughout its entire history, humanity has attempted to understand the Cosmos by starting from its own position. It has observed, explored, and created images of the whole to which it belongs, yet it has most often begun from itself as an observer standing apart from that which it seeks to understand. Such a direction of knowledge places humanity as the starting point, while the Cosmos becomes the object of investigation. The Perspective of the Cosmos begins from a different foundation. It does not begin with humanity looking toward the Cosmos, but with the Cosmos from which humanity emerged.

This work is founded upon a simple, yet fundamental ontological direction:

COSMOS → SOLAR SYSTEM → PLANET EARTH → HUMAN

This direction represents the foundation of the Perspective of the Cosmos. It does not view humanity as the beginning point for understanding the whole, but as a consequence of processes that preceded it. The Cosmos is the primary reality. The Solar System emerges within that reality. Planet Earth appears as a local structure within the Solar System, and the human being emerges as a life form created within the specific conditions enabled by that structure.

From this relationship, the Perspective of the Cosmos is derived. Humanity is no longer viewed as a being standing opposite the Cosmos, but as a part of it, as a product of its long development, structure, and laws. Human existence is not separate from the Cosmos, but completely dependent upon it. Everything that humanity is — its matter, its body, its consciousness, and its reason — appears within the conditions made possible by the Cosmos.

The Perspective of the Cosmos seeks to examine the origin, place, and meaning of humanity through the relationship between the whole and its part. It does not begin from human greatness, but from the actual relationship between the Cosmos and humanity. Within that relationship, humanity is not the creator of the conditions of its own existence. It inherits them. It appears within an already existing cosmic reality and adapts to laws that are not its own creation.

Such a view requires a transformation in the way humanity understands itself. Human beings must move away from the image of themselves as a central phenomenon and recognize their own position within a greater whole. This does not mean denying the value of human reason, consciousness, or creativity. On the contrary, reason enables humanity to understand its connection with the Cosmos. Yet this understanding does not change the fundamental relationship: the Cosmos encompasses humanity, while humanity does not encompass the Cosmos.

Throughout history, humanity has developed different visions of the Cosmos. Ancient civilizations viewed the heavens through myth, religion, and philosophy. Later, systems emerged that attempted to explain the nature and structure of the world through reason and observation. With the development of modern science, humanity gained powerful instruments for more precise investigation of natural processes, distances, and the laws governing matter.

However, the question of humanity’s place is not only a question of measuring distances, counting stars, or describing physical laws. It is a question of the relationship between the one who knows and that which exists. Science has given humanity powerful tools for exploring the Cosmos, but the Perspective of the Cosmos asks a different question: before humanity explores the Cosmos, it must understand its own place within it.

This work will examine the historical development of humanity’s understanding of the Cosmos, from the earliest concepts to the contemporary age. Particular attention will be given to the emergence of the modern Cosmic Perspective, an approach that places humanity in the position of an observer of the vast cosmic space and attempts through the exploration of that space to seek its meaning.

In contrast, the Perspective of the Cosmos will be presented as a new ontological direction. It does not begin with the question of how far humanity can reach into the Cosmos, but with the question of what the Cosmos means for humanity, which already exists as an inseparable part of it. It redirects the view from human ambition toward the true understanding of human position.

Within the Perspective of the Cosmos, humanity is examined through its origin, its place, and its meaning. Its origin leads back to the Cosmos. Its place is determined by the local conditions of Planet Earth within the Solar System. Its meaning arises from the fact that humanity possesses the ability to understand its own position within the totality to which it belongs.

This approach does not seek to diminish humanity, but to place it in a truthful relationship with the Cosmos. Only when humanity understands that it is not the source of the Cosmos but a product of it, can it approach a deeper understanding of its own existence. The recognition of human limitation is not the end of human value, but the beginning of a more truthful relationship with reality.

The Perspective of the Cosmos therefore represents a change of direction. It is not the view of humanity toward an unknown space beyond itself, but the view of the whole toward its own part. It seeks to derive humanity’s place from the very structure of existence and to open the question that precedes all exploration: where does humanity stand in relation to the Cosmos that formed it?

Humanity and science observe and explore the Cosmos without recognizing the fundamental fact that the Cosmos has been within and around humanity from the very beginning.
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The General Understanding of the Cosmos in the Ancient World

Before humanity developed modern scientific instruments with which it now attempts to explore the depths of cosmic space, the Cosmos was primarily understood as a great mystery, an order, and a force that surpassed human experience. The view toward the heavens represented humanity’s first encounter with something that could not be contained within its own limits. The stars, the movement of planets, the changing of day and night, the seasons, and the rhythms of the heavens created the impression that above the human world existed a higher and more ordered reality.

The word Cosmos originates from the Greek word κόσμος (kosmos), which originally referred to order, harmony, arrangement, and a beautifully structured whole. For the ancient Greeks, the Cosmos was not merely a space filled with celestial bodies, but an ordered reality in which every part possessed its own place and its own connection with the whole. The opposite of the Cosmos was chaos, a condition without order or a comprehensible structure. Ancient humanity did not perceive itself outside the Cosmos, but as a being immersed within its order and subject to laws that existed before it.

In the earliest periods, humanity’s understanding of the Cosmos was inseparably connected with mythology and divine forces. Natural events were not understood as consequences of impersonal laws, but as expressions of higher beings and powers that governed the world. The Sun, the Moon, the stars, seas, mountains, and natural processes were given divine characteristics. Humanity lived within a world filled with the presence of the gods.

Such humanity did not possess the modern feeling of being the master of nature. Human beings did not stand outside the Cosmos as researchers observing it from a distance. They were a small part of a great order that they had not created and could not alter. Their origin was connected with divine forces, their place was determined within a cosmic hierarchy, and their meaning arose from their relationship with a higher order that surpassed the individual.

With the development of philosophy in ancient Greece, a great transformation occurred. Humanity began to move away from purely mythical explanations and attempted to understand the Cosmos through reason. Philosophers no longer asked only which god controlled a certain phenomenon, but what fundamental reality existed from which everything emerged. The Cosmos became a subject of rational reflection.

However, even then, humanity did not become the center of the Cosmos. On the contrary, ancient philosophy generally began from the idea that there existed a universal order to which human beings had to adapt. Reason was not a tool by which humanity became the ruler of the Cosmos, but a means through which humanity could understand its own place within it.

Ancient astronomy further shaped this understanding. The observation of celestial movements revealed a regularity and permanence that appeared greater than the changing earthly world. The heavens seemed more perfect than the world of human existence. The stars and planets followed patterns that appeared eternal, while human life was brief, changing, and limited.

Because of this, ancient thought developed the idea that the Cosmos possessed its own inner rationality. It was not merely a collection of matter, but an ordered whole. Humanity held a special place within this whole because it possessed reason, yet reason did not separate humanity from the Cosmos. Instead, it connected humanity with it.

The origin of humanity in ancient thought was often connected with a divine principle or a first reality from which the entire order emerged. The place of humanity was determined according to its role within this ordered whole. Its meaning did not arise from conquering the Cosmos, but from understanding and aligning itself with its laws.

This way of thinking continued for centuries and established the foundations for later philosophical and theological understandings of the relationship between the Cosmos and humanity. Philosophers who followed attempted to provide different answers to the questions of what the Cosmos is, where its order originates, and what place humanity occupies within it.

Among the first great attempts to explain the Cosmos through reason was the teaching of Pythagoras, who saw harmony and number as the foundation of reality itself.
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Pythagoras

Pythagoras and his school represent one of the earliest great attempts to view the Cosmos as a rationally ordered whole. For Pythagoras, the Cosmos was not an accidental collection of things, but a harmonious structure in which every part possessed its relationship with the others. The very name Cosmos, understood as order and harmony, best expresses his understanding of the world.

The Pythagoreans believed that the deeper nature of reality could be understood through number and mathematical relationships. The movement of celestial bodies was not merely physical motion, but an expression of a higher harmony connecting the entire world. The idea of the “harmony of the spheres” expressed the belief that the order of the heavens was not random, but arranged according to principles that human reason could partially comprehend.

Within this perspective, humanity was not the ruler of the Cosmos, but a participant in its harmony. The human soul was considered connected with a higher order of existence. The task of human beings was not to change the cosmic order, but to purify their own being and approach the understanding of that harmony.

Pythagoras’ understanding of the Cosmos strongly influenced later philosophy. The idea that behind the visible world exists a deeper mathematical and rational order became one of the foundations of Western thought.

In the relationship between the Cosmos and humanity, Pythagoras established one of the first great philosophical ideas: human meaning does not arise from human greatness, but from the ability to recognize the order that exists beyond humanity itself.
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