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  Chapter 1
Road Trip

Iowa


Cody stared out the window at the endless rows of corn, but didn't see them. Inside, he wasn't excited about this vacation to visit his grandfather. He would rather stay home with his friends, but his parents insisted. To make matters worse, his phone and tablet were locked in the desk drawer of his father's office. Looking back, he regretted not listening to his mom. He didn't mean to ignore her, but at the time, he was just 10 points away from his all-time highest score! 
His cheeks filled with air, and as the air escaped between his lips, he lifted his eyes to fixate on the red and white water tower in the distance. They were almost there. Cody remembered how excited he felt each time his family visited this area. He would stare out at the flat, Iowa fields for hours, willing the striped water tower to magically appear. But not this year. He felt older. He was now 11 and just finished his first year of middle school.
[image: ]
Pocahontas Water Tower
At first, he had looked forward to middle school. Five elementary schools fed into one huge middle school, and he and his friends couldn't wait to experience the big building filled with everything new. When the year started, he discovered that he wouldn't be sharing any classes with his friends. Sure, he saw them sometimes, but it wasn't like before. Then, he started hanging around with a group of kids who always seemed to find trouble. Cody had decided that it was better than being alone, so he followed along. Unfortunately, it resulted in several trips to the principal's office and phone calls to his parents.
"We're going to make a quick stop at the Kaleidoscope Factory before we head to your grandpa's."
Cody's eyes darted to the back of his father's head. What in the world is a Kaleidoscope Factory? He wanted to ask his dad, but couldn't bring himself to do it.
His father turned on Main Street and slowly made his way to the business district. Cody's eyes took in the tall grain elevators and the stoic, tan-stoned courthouse at the end of the street. He had good memories here. On previous visits, his grandfather had taken him to Pocahontas for lunch or treated him to an ice cream cone at a local restaurant. There weren't any stores in Grandpa's town of Plover. He said there used to be, but so many people had moved out of town that businesses couldn't stay open any longer, and it was happening all over the Midwest.
"We're here!"
His mom turned and flashed him a big smile before climbing out of the car, only to bend down to pop her head back in.
"Let's go, Cody. This is an incredible place and is helping to keep Pocahontas County on the map!" 








  
  Chapter 2
The Kaleidoscope Factory

Pocahontas


Cody grudgingly climbed out of the car, but picked up the pace when he saw his mom holding the door open with a big smile on her face. He didn't want to disappoint her again, so he rushed in. The smell of wood shavings filled his nostrils, and his eyes widened at the sight of the workshop filled with kaleidoscopes. There were many shapes, sizes, and colors lined neatly on tables and shelves. The beauty of the polished wood grains fascinated him. He slowly walked around, wanting to touch each one and examine it more closely, but he knew better and kept his hands to himself. 
"Hello there!"
A slender man with kind eyes and an even smile approached them. He was dressed all in black, sporting a baseball cap, polo shirt, and tailored shorts. The name, Kaleidoscope Factory, was the only burst of color on his shirt, embroidered in a vibrant rainbow of hues. 
"Welcome to the Kaleidoscope Factory. My name is Richard." He then gestured to three ladies sitting at a table drinking coffee. "This is my wife, Lois, her sister, Margaret, and our good friend, Pat. Where did you travel from today?”
"We drove up from Davenport," Mom piped in, "but we're here to visit my dad, who lives in Plover."
"Ah, so you are a local, of sorts."
"That's right, PAC class of 2003! Go Indians!"
"Well, welcome home. I see you brought reinforcements."
Mom turned, jerked her head, and waved me over. "This is our son, Cody, my husband, Greg, and I'm Ali."
"Nice to meet you all." He paused, then held up his index finger. "How would you like to see how a kaleidoscope is made? After all, you didn't drive this far not to see one."
Cody instantly forgot his grumpy attitude and stepped forward. "You can make them right here in the store?"
"Absolutely! The founder, Leonard Olson, designed the shop this way. He not only wanted to tell people all about kaleidoscopes, but also to show them how they're made."
"Wow! And you're going to make one right now?"
"Right now. Here, put on these safety glasses if you want to get a closer look. It all starts with a simple block of wood."
Richard grabbed a rectangular block of wood, about the size of a man's hand, and got to work. First, he drilled a hole right through the middle. He then attached it to a lathe and skillfully shaped the wood into an egg-like form. Finally, he sanded the surface until it was smooth, turning a simple block into something special.
"This next step is my favorite part."
Richard carefully took a soft cloth, dipped it in oil, and gently applied it to the wood while the egg was still spinning on the lathe. This revealed the beautiful wood grains. Cody watched in awe as Richard removed the wooden egg from the lathe. He then skillfully inserted three mirrors in a triangle shape, added a lens at one end, and placed glass beads in a holder at the other end.
"Here you go, hold it up to the light and make it spin!"
Cody did just as he said and took a sharp breath in as the colors and patterns danced before his eyes.
"This is so cool! Mom, Dad, can I get one?"
His dad's deep voice echoed in his ears. "Only if you behave for your grandfather." 






  
  Chapter 3
Grandpa

Fresh Air and Hay


The ride up to Grandpa's house didn't take long, especially since he spent the entire time admiring his new egg-shaped kaleidoscope and holding it up to the light to see the swirling colors dance. The crunching sound of tires on gravel told him they had arrived. Cody looked up at the old white farmhouse. He could see his Grandpa Russell sitting on the front porch awaiting their arrival. His bright red-and-black plaid shirt and denim overalls stood out against the fresh white paint of the house. Grandpa was a tall, thin man, and the wrinkles on his face were a testament to the years of hard work on the farm. 
The car rolled to a stop, and they all piled out as Grandpa slowly peeled out of his chair and strolled over to greet them.
"Hello! Glad to see you made it."
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Grandpa Russell
Cody watched his mom fly into her father's arms and linger for a long hug.
"It's good to see you, Ali-cat."
Grandpa always called his mom Ali-cat. She said it was because when she was little, she spent all of her free time in the barn with the cats. Cody wasn't much of a cat-person. He liked dogs and had been begging his dad for one for two years now, but his dad kept saying no.
"Come here, Code-man, and give your grandpa a hug."
Grandpa smelled like fresh air and hay. Cody buried his face in his grandpa's chest and remembered the first time he had called him Code-man. It was a couple of years ago, during a phase when he was determined to grow up to be a computer genius and get a job coding the most popular video game in the world! "I don't have a clue what coding is, but you can do anything you set your mind to, Code-man." He had felt proud and special in that moment. He loved his grandpa, and now that he was here, he felt more excited about his stay.
"Go on and get your suitcase, because we have stuff to do."
Cody laughed. He couldn't remember a time when his grandpa didn't have stuff to do.
"Now there's a sound I haven't heard for a while." His dad tousled his hair and drew him in for a good-bye hug. "Every time you look at that kaleidoscope, remember your promise to me and respect your grandpa. We'll be back in a week. Love you, Cody."
In the next instant, he was swept into his mother's arms for another good-bye hug. "Have fun, Cody! You won't get many opportunities to spend time like this with your grandpa, so let it all soak in. Now, we have to get going. It's another three hours to Sioux Falls, and we want to get settled before we check in to the conference. Love you, Cody."
As his parents' car rolled out of the driveway, he felt the weight of his grandpa's arm drop on his shoulders.
"Are you hungry?"
Cody squinted up at his grandpa. "I could eat."
Grandpa chuckled. "I thought so." 






  
  Chapter 4
Dinner

Leonard Olson


Cody tossed his suitcase on the bed and bounded downstairs to the kitchen. It smelled wonderful! Grandpa was in full feast mode. 
"I know, I know, it's a lot, but it's not very often I get to entertain a growing teenager. Here, sit down. Dinner is ready."
It was only 4:30 pm, but Grandpa liked to eat early. "If you eat early, then you have room for treats later." Cody knew his grandpa had a sweet tooth for ice cream in the evening and on more than one occasion, went back for seconds.
Grandpa put a heaping plate of food on the table in front of him, and Cody forgot about all of his troubles. There was pot roast, mashed potatoes and gravy, and his grandma's famous green beans with butter and nutmeg. Cody missed his grandma. He was little when she died, but he still remembered her homemade fresh bread and experimental casseroles.
"Dig in, Code-man. I'm sure you're hungry after that long trip."
"I am!" He started with a heaping pile of mashed potatoes, dripping in gravy. This was the best! They ate in silence for a few minutes, each appreciating the good food.
"I hear you stopped by the Kaleidoscope Factory this afternoon."
"Yeah, we did! The guy there even made one for me—right in front of me! It's so cool. Here, look!"
Cody dug the egg-shaped kaleidoscope out of his pocket and handed it to his grandpa.
"Oh, that's a beauty! I remember when Leonard started
[image: ]
Leonard Olson
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Pedication

This book is dedicated to the memory of Leonard
Olson. He was an intellectval man who saw the joy in
the simple things. Life was worth the effort if only a
person could see the world through a colorful lens.

Leonard loved Pocahontas County and understood
that tourism was the key to keeping it alive and
growing. With the help of his family, the Inspire Poco
Leadership Class of 2023, and many volunteers, the
giant kaleidoscopes of Pocahontas County have done
Jjust that.

I had the privilege of meeting Leonard several times
and enjoyed listening to him talk about how a simple
gift of a kaleidoscope turned into so much more.

The Kaleidoscopes of Pocahontas County are a
testament to the life of a man who dreamed big and
cared about the future of small towns in Towa. Thank
you for keeping his legacy alive and helping more
people look at their lives through a colorful (ens.






