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NOTE FROM THE AUTHOR:
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Welcome to Pemberley After Dark! This series of short, sensual moments will explore the sensuality and romantic antics of our favorite literary couple: Fitzwilliam Darcy and Elizabeth Bennet. Each installment is connected but a complete scene, meaning you can read them in whichever order you wish. 
Darcy’s Birthday Surprise is a glimpse into the first few months of marriage for Darcy and Lizzy, as they are learning how to love each other and find pleasure in each other.  Finding herself deeply in love with her husband, Lizzy plans a sensual and naughty surprise for Darcy to celebrate his birthday. In this short read, you are instantly transported to a world of sweet kisses, swoon-worthy moments, and sensual discovery as they learn to love each other. 

All installments of Pemberley After Dark are sensual, intimate variations on Pride and Prejudice and are adult in nature. They should be enjoyed only by readers over the age of 18. 
I hope you enjoy!
-Vivienne
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DARCY’S BIRTHDAY SURPRISE



[image: image]


The cheerful song of birds and the gentle rays of sunrise woke Lizzy from her slumber and she stretched languorously, stifling a yawn as her eyelids fluttered open and adjusted to the morning light. She was warm in her cocoon of blankets, the strong arm of her husband draped over her, hugging her body close to his in his sleep. She felt quite loved and content and marveled that marriage could be this joyful. Listening to Darcy’s breathing, deep and even coupled with teh faintest of snores, let her know that he was still sound asleep. As much as she longed to stay curled up next to him in the warmth, today was a special day and she had too much to do to prepare. 
Carefully so as to not wake him, she eased herself out from under his warm embrace and slowly slid her body out from underneath the blankets. The floors were cold under her bare feet and she tiptoed quickly to her slippers, thankful for the immediate relief. Sliding her dressing gown and her wrapper over her shoulders, she crept towards the door and exited the room. She felt foolish sneaking out of her own chambers as if she were some sort of loose woman but the plans she had today were too important to risk anything going awry. 
Creeping down the hall, she hurried towards the kitchens to make sure her instructions were being followed. Today, more than any other day, everything needed to be perfect. It was Darcy’s birthday and she was positively vibrating in excitement for her plans. He had confided in her several weeks ago that he never marked his birthday with any sort of fanfare or celebration. At the time, Lizzy had nodded along with him but privately she could not stop thinking about ways to somehow mark the blessed occasion. Thinking about Darcy’s birthday often led Lizzy to reflect and marvel on the depth of love she had for her husband after such a short time. She could not imagine a better match and she often wished there was a way she could show him just how much she loved him. 
Walking into the warm kitchen, full of servants bustling about, the smell of the fire and crisping bacon filled her nose and caused her stomach to growl in hunger. 
“Good morning, my lady,” Cuthbert, the cook greeted her with a knowing smile, “Berty has your breakfast tray almost ready. I made some fresh rolls this morning if you would like one with your tea?” 
Lizzy nodded gratefully, sliding onto the rough bench at the end of the kitchen and spreading jam onto the warm roll while Cuthbert set a steaming cup of tea in front of her. 
“Did Mrs. Reynolds give you my instructions for today?” Lizzy asked in between bites of her breakfast. 
“Aye, ma’am. Your basket will be ready as you instructed. If I may say, ma’am, I’ve known the master since he was nothing more than a wee young terror and nobody, not even his good mother, spent much time celebrating his birthday. I think it’s mighty nice and good of you to celebrate him.”  Lizzy looked up at Cuthbert’s smiling face and felt some of the tension that had been centered in her core start to leave. 
“I just want him to know how much he’s loved,” she said simply, pushing her dark brown hair out of her face. 
“Aye well, they say the way to a man’s heart is through his stomach and what man could resist a beautiful wife who wants to give him such, eh?” Cuthbert smiled kindly at her. 
“Everything will be ready, never fret, my lady. Now, go with Mrs. Reynolds and go get ready. You’ve got a big day planned!” Cuthbert shooed her out of the kitchen with a good-natured wave and Lizzy grabbed a second roll out of the basket on her way back upstairs. 
––––––––
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CHANGING INTO HER RIDING habit in her private dressing room, she felt her cheeks heat and darken in a blush as she thought over her plan for the day. She could only hope her notoriously private husband would understand the profound love and affection she held for him and thus understand why she would plan something so unusual to mark his birthday. 
*** 
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“ELIZABETH, WON’T YOU tell me where we are going? This is not the way to the lake, but rather to the deep woods. Do you need assistance in direction, wife?” Darcy called out with amusement as Lizzy urged her mare to a canter across the field. 
“Do keep up, husband!” she called back merrily, enjoying the way the wind brushed her face, teasing her hair out from under her bonnet. She listened and could hear the pounding of hooves behind her. Sure enough, the huge black stallion overtook her grey mare and she watched as her proud husband rode past her and executed a perfect jump over a log in the path. 
She admired the way his powerful thighs gripped his saddle and the way his riding breeches fit him. Giving her mare a touch of the crop, she urged her forward to catch up. Riding with Darcy was one of the simple pleasures she had grown to love in her life at Pemberley. Darcy was a fine and accomplished horseman with an extensive stable. He had taken the time to select the most good-natured of his mares for her. Together, they had spent many an afternoon improving her riding skills and going on excursions throughout the expansive Pemberley estate. 
On days when Darcy was too busy to accompany her, Lizzy coaxed Georgiana and one of the groomsmen to ride with her so she could explore the entirety of her new home. It was on one of these early exploring adventures that she had found the hidden location she aimed to take Darcy to today. 
Tucked away, in the hidden corner of the property, she had come across a magical spot adn she was determined to lead them back there again. Together, Lizzy and Darcy cantered across the fields and up into the woods, slowing only when the path became dense with trees and rocky. 
“This is much further than we normally go, Elizabeth,” Darcy observed, his stallion carefully picking a path through the dense underbrush. 
“It’s only a little ways more,” Lizzy shouted back, her horse struggling through the brambles, “Where’s your sense of adventure, my love?” 
A wry chuckle was her answer as Darcy surged forward on his stallion, breaking the way for her through the path. Finally free of the last bit of bushes, they emerged back into the sunshine and found themselves in a clearing. Lizzy looked around, satisfied that she was in the correct spot. 
“We’ll need to walk from here,” she said confidently, sliding off her horse with practiced ease. Carefully leading her horse over to a sturdy tree, she hobbled her and let her off to graze. Grabbing the small picnic basket that Cuthbert had put together for her, she turned to face her very bemused husband. 
“Well, my dear, it seems you have thought of everything. Do lead on! I am most intrigued by this journey you seem so keen to take us on.”  
Lizzy gave him a brilliant smile and looped her hand in his elbow, maneuvering them both to face the faint deer trail that led through
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