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SOME PEOPLE ARE PROGRAMMED TO DO MAYHEM

Rule #1: Never be #2

One city. Two rival families. 

For years the O’Malley crime family has fought to topple their rivals through cunning, deceit, and turf wars. So far, the Donahues have proven to be too powerful to take down.  

Caught in a stalemate, it looks like neither family can turn the tide until an enemy they didn’t see coming threatens to expose all their dark secrets.

Selene O’Malley has spent years fighting to win Albion’s criminal underworld for her family and she’ll do whatever it takes to succeed.  Even if that means she has to consider murder to keep her secrets buried.  Forming an alliance with her sworn enemy is against the rules. So is sleeping with him. Now that she’s given him her body, she can’t dare give him her heart as well. Her only choice is to pretend she feels nothing for Conrad because if anyone finds out that he is her weakness, Selene’s chance to take power will come crashing down.

As the youngest son of a crime boss, Conrad Donahue knows his place in the underworld’s hierarchy. Breaking the rules won’t be tolerated.  

Crossing his father is a death sentence. If he wants to live, he’ll have to take his secrets to his grave. Except now, a deranged criminal claiming to be his long-lost brother threatens to expose Conrad and reveal the one truth that cannot get out. Not only is Conrad sleeping with his enemy’s daughter, he’s also falling for her. 

With Selene hiding her true feelings and Conrad fighting to keep their relationship a secret they don’t stand a chance. But fortunes change in the city of Albion and desire can be more powerful than a feud between families.
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The words hit him with such force that Conrad Donahue felt like he had been shot for the second time in his life. Some indescribable emotion tore through him, shattered one of his ribs, exploding in his chest. He staggered back. Looked down at Reggie Dwyer’s battered face. Blood was pouring out of the man’s broken nose. His skin had been cut so badly Conrad was sure that the pain he’d inflicted was going to leave a scar. Several scars.

Don’t you get it, Conrad? You and I, we’re half-brothers.

That was the bombshell that Dwyer had dropped a minute ago. Conrad clenched his fist. Without the brass knuckles, he couldn’t do nearly as much damage to Dwyer’s face as he wanted to. Not that there was much damage left to do. In his current state, Dwyer’s face would be unrecognizable to anyone who knew him.

“What the fuck did you say?” Conrad forced out, barely able to hold his anger in check.

“We’re brothers,” Dwyer said from the chair he was tied to.

“You’re a fucking liar.” Needing to catch her reaction, Conrad turned his attention to Selene O’Malley. Part time fuck-buddy. Partner in crime. The most dangerous woman he had ever met. Unfortunately, not his girlfriend like Dwyer had taunted earlier. A real fucking shame because, right now, they were standing side by side. Facing their hostage as they worked together to finally get some justice. They made one hell of a team, especially when they were doing violent work.

She was holding a handgun. Pointing it right at Dwyer’s chest. “If you’re lying, Reggie—”

“I’m not lying!” Dwyer shouted, cutting her off. His words echoed off the basement walls. This far down below the warehouse’s ground level, nobody would hear Dwyer no matter how loudly he yelled.

“You’ll say anything to save yourself.” Selene’s gorgeous mouth twisted with disgust. “Pathetic.”

“You seriously don’t believe me? Conrad and I look alike,” Dwyer said, a desperate edge in his tone. “Compare any photo of me to him and you’ll see. Compare me to the other Donahue brothers. We all look like our father.”

“He’s not your fucking father.” Conrad took a menacing step towards Dwyer, his movement a warning. Even though he couldn’t do much more to damage Dwyer’s face, he could still break the bastard’s legs. Still exact the vengeance that Selene so desperately wanted.

“My hair,” Dwyer continued quickly. “I dyed it. Usually, its blond like yours, Conrad, but I dyed it black before I got the job at the racetrack so nobody would notice the resemblance.”

Conrad fought the desire to tie a rope around Dwyer’s neck. “Bullshit.”

“The roots of my hair are blond. I swear.” Dwyer sucked in a pained breath. “How do you not see it? You think the old man would admit he fooled around? Hell no. I’m telling the truth.”

“His roots are blond, which is unusual. Typically, it’s the other way around,” Selene observed quietly.

He had to resist the urge to argue with her in front of Dwyer. Had to stop himself from demanding if she actually fucking believed the bullshit that Dwyer was putting down. Often, Conrad could disagree with her and they’d hash out their differences. Even when they were arguing and pissing each other off, he always knew where he stood with her. They told one another the truth no matter how much it hurt. Right now, though, he couldn’t get into an argument with her in front of their hostage. They had to maintain a unified front so that Dwyer couldn’t use mind games to get them to turn on each other.

“You have to believe me,” Dwyer pleaded. 

“I don’t have to believe a damn thing you say.” Conrad’s entire body tensed as traumatic memories came rushing back. Turning his back on strangers now had a far more frightening dimension than it ever had. Weeks earlier when he had tried to warn Selene that her family was in danger, Conrad had been shot. Right in the back. By Reggie Dwyer. The bastard who was currently claiming to be his half-brother. “I’ve got no reason to trust you. Not after you tried to kill me.”

Dwyer shook his head vigorously. “I wasn’t trying to kill you.”

“You shot him on my doorstep. The bullet almost hit him in the heart,” Selene said shrilly before slapping Dwyer across the face with the back of her hand. “Don’t trifle with us, Reggie.”

It was starting to look like, even if Selene did believe Dwyer’s tale, she wasn’t going to go easy on him. The truth was, Conrad was pretty sure that if he ever left Dwyer alone with Selene, she would make good on her earlier promise to kill him.

Dwyer’s head dipped backward with the force of the blow. Selene was no shrinking violet. In light of her self-defense training, that hit must have hurt like hell. Conrad could attest to that, because she had socked him in the eye once.

“Okay, okay, I shot him,” Dwyer admitted with a wince. “But I wasn’t trying to kill my brother.”

“That is the biggest load of crap I have ever heard,” Selene snapped. “He almost bled out and died. Because of you.”

Conrad remembered watching the security footage of the shooting. Recalled looking at video of himself as he slumped against Selene’s front door and started bleeding to death almost immediately. If it hadn’t been for Selene’s quick actions and her willingness to pay a very shady doctor an obscene amount of money, Conrad would have died. Rage surged through him. Ever since he’d watched the video, he had stayed cool. Remained as analytical and impartial as possible so that they could track down the shooter. Now, though? Conrad wanted to kill the guy. Bludgeon him to death and dump him in the river so the fish could eat what was left of him.

“That wasn’t attempted murder,” Dwyer insisted desperately. 

“What was it, then?” Conrad demanded through clenched teeth, his voice sounding sinister to his own ears. Fuck, when he got angry like this he sounded like his father. Merciless and homicidal. 

“I-I shot you to get your attention,” Dwyer stammered. “And to scare our dear old dad.”

At that point Conrad wanted to give his supposed half-brother another beating. Not solely for the attempt on his life, but for every brazen lie he was telling. As much as Conrad despised his father, he wasn’t going to stand by and accept a stranger’s deceit. 

“You shot him to get attention?” Selene demanded. “Do you hear yourself?”

“It worked, didn’t it? Not exactly like I planned, since I didn’t think you’d try and hide your injuries, but the plan worked in the end,” Dwyer said, ignoring Selene’s anger. “I mean, right after I shot you, Conrad, our dad was scrambling trying to find you. Dad told everyone that you had gone missing, and the entire time I knew exactly what had happened to you. Pretty funny when you think about it.”

Conrad snarled. “You won’t be laughing when I tear you into little fucking pieces.”

“Whoa. Okay. Bro, I get that you’re pissed, but you’ve got to hear me out,” Dwyer begged. He grimaced. His injuries were probably causing him tremendous pain. “I mean, we’re family.”

“No. We’re not family,” Conrad said tersely. “Family is made up of people I work with. Sacrifice for.”

“Is that why you’ve joined forces with Selene O’Malley?” Dwyer asked, his tone heavy with an undercurrent of meaning. “Because you two are supposed to be enemies. Yet here you are, working together.”

Against his better judgement, Conrad glanced at her again. There was a veiled threat in Dwyer’s observation. The Donahues and the O’Malleys were bitter enemies. Conrad’s family had ruled the criminal underworld for generations. Meanwhile, Selene’s father had escaped the gutter to become one of the most notorious gangsters the city of Albion had ever seen. The family rivalry stemmed from the fact that Selene’s father, Marty O’Malley, had started off as a dockworker and low-level street thug for the Donahue family. The only way out of working for the Donahue family’s criminal enterprise was death. Nobody escaped. Marty O’Malley had. After surviving several attempts on his life that the Donahues had made to punish him for escaping, Marty O’Malley was a made man. Maybe not as powerful as Conrad’s father, but with Selene at his side it was probably only a matter of time before Marty O’Malley wrenched control from the Donahues and ruled the city. 

This partnership between Conrad and Selene was completely against the rules. If either of their fathers knew, the rivalry between the families would turn into all-out war. Retribution for Conrad messing around with Albion’s mob princess would make Dwyer’s attempt on his life look like a fucking picnic. Between the O’Malleys and Conrad’s own father, he was guaranteed to wind up dead for having any dealings with Selene. 

“We joined forces to take down a common enemy.” Conrad wasn’t going to reveal a damn thing to the bastard. No matter how obvious it was that his partnership with Selene involved a whole lot more than just business, Conrad knew it would be a mistake to show his hand. He’d be the one asking the questions here, not answering them.

“That’s not the whole story.” Dwyer looked at Conrad. Then paused to eye Selene. Sized them both up as his brow furrowed. “Come on. You two aren’t...sleeping together?”

“Why do you ask?” Selene started to circle the chair, stopping when she got behind Dwyer. Leaning close, she whispered, “You offering yourself to me?”

“Hey, hold on. As hot as you are sweetheart, I don’t want my brother to beat the shit out of me again for messing with his girl,” Dwyer said. “And before you pretend otherwise, it’s obvious from the way Conrad looks at you. He’s either fucked you or wants to fuck you.”

“Everyone wants to fuck me, Reggie,” Selene said. “Especially you.”

Dwyer’s mouth fell open. Evidently, he hadn’t counted on how bold Selene was going to be. Like a lot of guys, Dwyer had probably underestimated her. Written her off as a pretty damsel who wasn’t a threat.

Conrad almost grinned. A lot of guys underestimated Selene at their peril, but he sure hadn’t. He had known she was trouble the second he walked into the restaurant the night his father had ordered an assassination attempt against her. Dark-haired, with cat-like green eyes and striking features, she had the body of a siren, the lips of a seductress, and the heart of a ruthless criminal. Out of all the people Conrad had ever known, the only person more ruthless than Selene O’Malley was his own father.

“Now that I have your attention, it’s time for you to start explaining,” Selene continued, shoving her pistol against his head. “Which means you’d better have proof to back up your little story.”

It was probably extremely fucked up to get a thrill out of watching Selene in action, but Conrad enjoyed the show. The way she moved, like she was in complete control. A definite turn-on. There was something very sexy about a woman who could handle herself and look that good while doing it.

“You’re going to regret treating me like this,” Dwyer whined as he looked at Conrad in desperation. “I’m your brother, for fuck’s sake.”

“And you’re going to regret calling me a whore,” Selene said coldly. “Start talking, Reggie.”

Dwyer was shaking again. “Okay, look. I shouldn’t have talked all that shit to you, Selene. But I was scared. How the hell would you react if your brother had a psycho girlfriend? Damn, I thought you were some demure heiress that worked the legitimate angle of the family business. I heard whispers that you’re basically second in command for the O’Malley crime family but, fuck, I assumed that was some underworld myth.”

“Bet you believe the whispers now,” Selene said smugly before she narrowed her eyes. “Buttering me up isn’t going to save you by the way. You say you’re Roman Donahue’s son? Start explaining that allegation or I’ll ask Conrad to beat the crap out of you again.”

“You’re gonna let her talk to me like this?” Dwyer demanded. “Your own brother?”

Conrad crossed his arms. “I don’t know who the fuck you are, pal. Your claims are complete bullshit. Probably.”

“Come on. Deep down you know I’m telling the truth,” Dwyer said. 

Conrad shook his head. “No, I don’t. You’re accusing my old man of cheating on my mother. Of having a kid out of wedlock. I’m not going to take kindly to that.”

“Wait. Hold on. Our father is a literal murderer, but cheating is where you draw the line?” Dwyer asked in disbelief.

There wasn’t any point in explaining the finer details to the guy. Half-brother or not, Dwyer clearly didn’t know anything about the intricate and often contradictory dynamics of their family. For all his faults—and Roman had many—the patriarch of the Donahue family took his religion and his marriage vows very seriously. That was the reason Conrad’s parents had never divorced. His parents hated each other’s guts, but Roman Donahue was not going to end his marriage. Ever. He also wouldn’t step out on his wife. Certainly not with such zeal and desperation that he would knock up a woman he wasn’t married to.

Conrad’s father might have been an unrepentant killer, a merciless mob boss and a total bastard, but he had never vowed to be a saint. He had, however, vowed in church to be a good and faithful husband. Conrad knew all that. Dwyer didn’t. That was one strike against the guy already.

“Disrespecting my mother is where I draw the line,” Conrad bit out harshly. “And what you’re telling me right now is the ultimate disrespect to her.”

“Well, what about my mother?” Dwyer demanded. 

“What about her?”

“She did right by our father and look at the thanks she got,” Dwyer spat out, resentment flashing in his blue eyes. “Abandonment and years of silence. That was her reward.”

Conrad paused. Took a second to scrutinize their hostage. As mangled as Dwyer’s face was, Conrad could still see that there was pain behind his eyes. Pure anguish in his tone. That couldn’t be faked. Nobody was that good a performer. Dwyer at the very least seemed to have a genuine affection for the woman he was referring to. Right now, there was no way to know if the woman had ever had an affair with Conrad’s father or if she was even Dwyer’s mother. But based on Dwyer’s pained reaction when he brought her up, the suffering there was real. Genuine enough to get Conrad to wonder.

Could his father really have cheated on his mother with some unknown woman? Based on everything Conrad knew about his old man, it hardly seemed possible. While Roman Donahue was a cruel, malicious son of a bitch, he wasn’t capable of doing something this low. Hell, the old man hated any kind of sexual promiscuity. Conrad knew that well enough, because his father never could shut the fuck up about all the women he’d slept with. 

Thinking about it now in hindsight was almost amusing. Ever since meeting Selene, he hadn’t slept with anyone else. Selene wasn’t even his actual girlfriend, yet Conrad only wanted her in his bed. Crazy, because he had already had mind-blowing sex with Selene. The kind of raunchy sex that should have gotten her out of his system. It hadn’t. In fact, it had just made him want her even more. Sleeping with Selene had been like giving drugs to an addict. Give an addict a drug and they would want more. Always want another hit. Chase that high for a lifetime unless they had one hell of wakeup call or an intervention. 

For Conrad, the only intervention that would ever work was if Selene herself told him to fuck off. She hadn’t done that. No matter how much they’d argued or how hard they’d fought each other, she had never severed ties with him. And now that she had more than paid off the favor that she had originally owed Conrad, it wasn’t like she had to stick around. As much as she insisted that it was her duty to exact revenge on the man who had shot Conrad, she wasn’t actually obligated to stick her neck out and punish the shooter.

Finally, Conrad reached down to pick up the brass knuckles he’d dropped onto the floor. The metal was covered in Dwyer’s blood. “What would your mother say if she got a call stating that your corpse had been found? You think she’d react the same way my mother did when you shot me? When the press was reporting that I had gone missing and my mother thought that I was dead?”

Dwyer let out what sounded like a strangled sob. “You’re not going to kill me. You’re not.”

“Maybe I won’t,” Conrad said, slipping the brass knuckles over his fingers before he looked at Selene. “But she definitely will.”

“Neither of you is going to do shit.” Dwyer’s face hardened. Twisted into a look that was one part glee, two parts rage. 

“And why is that, Reggie?” Selene asked with a roll of her eyes.

“You can’t kill me,” Dwyer taunted, “because if I’m not home alive within twenty-four hours, the media will learn about every single thing that you two have been hiding.”
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The gun almost slipped out of Selene’s hand. Her mind reeling, she backed away from their bound and bleeding captive. Dwyer had to be bluffing. He had to.

“You really expect us to believe that?” Selene demanded. “This is obviously another ploy.” 

“Trust me on this, Selene; I’m not messing around.” Dwyer’s voice was sinister. Deadly enough to send a chill down her spine when she heard it. The pathetic display of cowardice, the whiny tone from earlier, all of that was gone. 

“All you’ve done is tell us a pack of lies,” she snapped as she crossed the room to stand at Conrad’s side again. Despite her feigned confidence, however, doubt needled at her. Dwyer was difficult to read. A spineless, quivering rat one minute, then cavalier and self-assured the next. He went from begging for his life to making threats at the drop of a hat. Selene had spent her entire life around dangerous criminals, but she had never been up against an opponent like the man who claimed to be Roman Donahue’s son.

“You want to put that to the test?” Dwyer asked. 

Conrad folded his arms. He didn’t seem the least bit fazed by what Dwyer was saying. Meanwhile, Selene was a bundle of nerves on the inside. “What happens if you don’t show up in twenty-four hours?” Conrad demanded.

Dwyer frowned. “I told you. The media finds out what you’ve been up to.”

“That’s vague. So, you’re either going to clarify, or we’ll leave you down here. In the dark. No food. No water. All alone.” Conrad shot Dwyer a hard, intimidating stare that made even Selene quake. “We don’t have to actually kill you make you suffer.”

“You can try that, but the truth will get to the press,” Dwyer returned coolly. “Twenty-four hours, Conrad. Tick-tock.”

Selene forced herself to take a deep breath. They weren’t going to get the upper hand against Dwyer by falling for his scheme. It was time to get tough. Time to remind him that they were the ones in charge here. “What truth exactly? I mean, if the media is about to get wind of something big, then you’ll at least verify your claims by revealing what you know about us.”

Dwyer forced out a heavy sigh. “Fine. Where to start? Oh, right, you two are probably screwing and I’m pretty sure you don’t want that getting out. Pretty sure if your father finds out that a Donahue has been fucking his precious daughter, he’ll put Conrad over here in a meat grinder. And no matter how tough you pretend to be, I know the thought of Conrad getting hurt scares you do death.”

“That’s not true,” she retorted angrily.

“Oh, really? It’s not? You want to look Conrad in the eye and tell him that you don’t give a shit about him?” Dwyer shook his head.











































d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
SOME PEOPLE ARE
PROGRAMMED TO DO
MAYHEM...

DISORDER

THRIE OF MAYeH ElME

USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR

LEXY THMiGEs





d2d_images/image012.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png
GXO+—





d2d_images/image010.jpg
50
:

LEXV Tivivis





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/image017.png
B3l

DISORDER

LEYY T vMe





d2d_images/image018.jpg
SERIES






d2d_images/image019.jpg
LEXY TIMMS





d2d_images/image001.png





d2d_images/image002.png





d2d_images/image000.jpg





d2d_images/image003.jpg
amazon | N0k |





d2d_images/image007.jpg
SOME PEOPLE ARE
PROGRAMMED TO DO

THE OF MAYHEM #3

Ush TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR

LEXY TIMEE





