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Do you like:
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Mystery
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Family
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Funny Stories




Congratulations!

You’ve found

YOUR NEXT READ
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Cast of characters
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LEA

Likes:


	Hanging out with her cousins Jaya and Noah.

	Anything sparkly, like her favourite pencil case.

	Cats! Especially Milo and Bushells.



Dislikes:


	Being in the dark.

	The smell of cat food. Yuck!

	Maths. (But she loves Art and Music!)



Friends would describe her as:


	Kind and caring to others.

	Excellent at fundraising.



Her number one bad habit is:


	Losing things!






[image: A cartoon-style illustration of Jaya with her hair in a bun, waving.]
JAYA

Likes:


	Making her cousins laugh.

	Big Pop’s famous curries.

	Tea and biscuits with Aka.



Dislikes:


	Spiders. (Every type!)

	Being on her own. Especially in the dark!

	English. (But she loves Sport and Science!)



Friends would describe her as:


	Very fun to be around.

	Helpful and reliable.



Her number one bad habit is:


	Being dramatic!






[image: A cartoon-style illustration of a Noah with wavy hair, wearing a hoodie, inside a circular frame.]
NOAH

Likes:


	Playing video games.

	Cooking with his mum.

	Bubble tea. Yum!



Dislikes:


	Sharing a room with his brothers, Nick and Nathan.

	Asking for help.

	Science. (But he loves History and Maths!)



Friends would describe him as:


	The tallest and coolest kid in Year Two.

	Generous to others.



His number one bad habit is:


	Forgetting to do things!






MILO AND BUSHELLS

Milo and Bushells belong to Lea’s grandmother, Aka. They are brother and sister. The cats love to play together. Here’s a little bit more about them…

Bushells is grey, with black spots all over his fur. Bushells moves a bit slower these days!

Bushells loves:
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	Pats from Jaya. (She is his favourite of all Aka’s grandchildren.)

	Lying on Aka’s bed. So cosy!

	Sleeping all day.



Milo’s fur is black. She has more energy than her brother, and sometimes she annoys him.

Milo loves:
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	Watching the birds from Aka’s living room window.

	Jumping out of dark places to scare Bushells!

	Playing with Nick – Aka’s oldest grandchild.







[image: Lea is sitting on her bed, looking sad, in a cozy, cluttered bedroom.]




Chapter One LEA’S BEDROOM

Lea is sweating a lot. It’s running down her face! And it’s all because she has messed up Big Time.

She can’t believe what has happened.

Lea has lost her pencil case. Inside her pencil case was a lot of money! Lea had collected the money from her family as part of her Year Two classroom fundraiser. She had spent three weeks raising that money from Big Pop, Aunty Lu Lu and all the grandparents she knows. Even her older cousins had given her their spare change!

Lea had been keeping the colourful notes and coins in her sparkly black pencil case. This is Lea’s favourite pencil case as it says ‘You’re cool’ on the front of it. But today, she can’t remember where she put it.

[image: A sparkly pencil case with the phrase You’re Cool exclamatory mark written on it.]
Lea twirls around her bedroom, keeping her eyes peeled, as Mum always says. Mum says ‘keeping your eyes peeled’ means looking very carefully. ‘Where is it?’ she asks herself.

‘Hey, Sissy Lea!’

Lea’s cousin Jaya comes into her room. Jaya is only six months younger than Lea, and they are best friends.

[image: Lea and Jaya are in a bedroom, with one standing at the door and the other sitting on the bed, appearing upset.]
They have been ever since they were just itty-bitty babies.
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Lea and Jaya live in the same apartment building. Lots of their family live there too…


	Lea and her mum live in Apartment Three.

	Jaya and her dad live with Big Pop in Apartment Six.

	Aunty Lu Lu and cousins Noah, Nick and Nathan live in Apartment Four.

	Aka – Lea and Jaya’s grandma – lives with her two cats in Apartment One.



Lea waves sadly at Jaya.

‘What’s wrong?’ Jaya asks Lea.

‘I’ve lost my donation money!’ Lea whispers.

Jaya gasps and covers her mouth with both hands. ‘Wait.’ She drops her hands. ‘What donation money?’

Lea says, ‘My class is collecting money to help pay for new desks for the preschool kids, and it’s due tomorrow. Whoever raises the most money gets a mountain bike.’

[image: Lea, with curly hair, is resting her face on her hand, looking sad or tired.]
‘A mountain bike?’ Jaya asks.
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‘Yes, a big mountain bike!’

‘A big mountain bike?’ Jaya asks.

‘Please stop repeating me!’ Lea says. ‘Jaya, what am I going to do?’

‘Take a deep breath,’ Jaya says.

Together, they breathe in and out.

‘It’s got to be somewhere. Maybe it’s in the shed?’ Jaya asks.

The shed was down near Aka’s apartment. It was where the family stored all of their old things, like basketballs, skipping ropes and tennis rackets, and old baby clothes and toys that need to be donated to an op shop.
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‘Okay,’ Lea says. She feels a little bit better now that Jaya is here to help.

Then Jaya reaches over and gives Lea a big hug. Lea smiles. Her cousin is the best!

[image: Lea and Jaya are sitting on a bed, with one comforting the other in a warm hug.]
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Chapter Two THE SHED

Down in the shed, Lea and Jaya start looking for the pencil case. Lea turns on the light, but it is very dim because the ceiling light is full of bugs and dirt. Lea can’t see far into the shed.

‘Maybe we should get a torch,’ Jaya says nervously.

[image: Lea and Jaya explore a dusty, cobweb-filled room, with one confidently leading the way and the other following nervously.]
‘That will take too long,’ Lea says. ‘I have to find the money before dinner.’

‘Okay, but you go first,’ Jaya says, nudging Lea forward.

Lea swallows. You can be brave, she thinks. All she can see are dark shadows.

A spider scuttles on the dusty floor in front of Lea, but it’s just a Daddy-long-legs. Lea knows not to be scared of them.

Lea takes a few steps forward. She sees some boxes. Slowly, she starts to feel better.

‘I’ll check over here,’ Jaya calls, staying close to the door.

[image: Lea and Jaya explore a cluttered, dusty storage room, searching through boxes filled with old items.]
‘And I’ll check here!’ Lea says. She opens a plastic box, but it’s full of old things. The pencil case wouldn’t be with her old baby bibs!

Then she sees the tarp that Mum put in the shed just the other day. They had used that tarp to build a tent in the living room.

‘Did I wrap the pencil case up in the tarp by mistake?’ Lea says to herself. She lifts the corner of the tarp.

Then Lea sees it.

‘AHHHHHH!’ Lea screams.

[image: Lea uncovers a dusty, cobweb-covered exercise bike in a cluttered space, looking surprised.]
It is a big, squishy, bulging grey and green toad!

Jaya moves next to her and sees it too. ‘AHHHHHH!’ Jaya screams.

The toad is snuggled into the tarp.

[image: A cartoon-style toad with a rounded body and spotted skin, sitting on the ground.]
It looks very comfy and very gross, Lea thinks.

‘Put the tarp down,’ Jaya whispers. ‘Before the toad jumps on our faces.’

Lea shivers. A toad jumping on her face? That would be AWFUL.

Lea is just about to drop the tarp when the toad moves! Lea and Jaya scream again!



[image: Lea and Jaya are in a cluttered attic, with one running away in fear as a large bat flies behind her.]


Lea drops the tarp and sprints out of the shed after Jaya.

They close the door. Then they collapse on the grass near Aka’s house.

‘Oi!’ a voice shouts.

It’s Aka, standing with her arms crossed. ‘What you two screaming at? Come inside, hey? Give me a hand feeding Milo and Bushells.’


[image: An illustration of Aka and Lea in a kitchen, with three cats sitting on the counter.]




Chapter Three AKA’S KITCHEN

Inside Aka’s apartment, Lea feels safe from toads.

Aka’s cats, Milo and Bushells, meow from the kitchen, where they are waiting for their food.

‘Maybe the money is here?’ Jaya whispers to Lea. ‘Did you leave your pencil case here when we came to watch TV with Aka on Friday?’

Jaya could be right! Lea thinks.

Every Friday after school, Jaya and Lea and all their cousins watch afternoon TV with Aka. Lea loves it. Aka gives them each a cup of tea with biscuits on the side.

[image: A sketch of a teacup with a tea bag on a saucer, accompanied by two cookies.]
‘Here we go. Grab the cat bowls for me, please,’ Aka says.

Lea grabs Bushells’s red cat bowl first. Bushells watches her closely.

[image: An illustration of two playful cats, one lying on its side and the other sitting upright, in a simple indoor setting.]
He is an old grey cat with dark spots all over his back.

Milo is a black cat and is Bushells’s younger sister. She meows loudly when Jaya picks up her bowl.

‘Aka, that smells bad,’ Lea says when Aka opens the tin of cat food.

‘I know,’ Aka says. ‘Now, what were two you doing in the shed?’

[image: Lea, Jaya, and Aka feed two cats in a cozy kitchen setting.]
‘I’ve lost something,’ Lea says. She doesn’t want to say she’s lost money, just in case it makes Aka worry.

‘I’m always losing things,’ Aka tells them. She scoops out some cat food. It goes SQUELCH as it drops into the bowl that Lea is holding.

‘I don’t even know where my glasses are right now,’ Aka says, with a laugh.

Lea and Jaya look at each other.

‘Aka!’ Lea says
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