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In an estate in Laos, lived a boy called Jeremy and his friends Aiden, Ben, Dan and Aaron They were happy boys.  They blew bubbles as they played and sometimes their neighbours were angry with them. But the little boys were too young, to know that the adults did not like noisy kids.
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It  was  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  and  Jeremy's  mum and  dad  were  listening  to  the  news,  while  the  other  children sat on the sofa. Suddenly they heard in  the  news  on  the  television  ,  that  a  disease  called Corona Virus  has  broken  out  from  China.  Everybody was  advised  to  buy  a  face  mask,  to  cover  up  their nose.  Jeremy’s  mum  ran  to  the  corner  shop  to  get everybody a face mask to wear as they were asked to do.
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Jeremy  searched  on  the  internet,  using  his  laptop  to find  out  what  the  virus  was  all  about.  Well, soon the scientists will discover the cure as usual; Jeremy told his friends. Yes they chorused what kind of a virus would scare us? they  asked.
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The scientists are here to discover the cure .But hardly did they know that they were in for surprises. They found out from the internet that for ages, plagues have caused problems to the world. Let us look into history and find out, who discovered the vaccines in the past, Aiden  told  them.  As  they  researched  from  their laptops, they discovered the following:
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That   Edward Jenner a physician who was born in Berkeley, Gloucestershire  United Kingdom was considered the founder of Vaccines.
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In 1928, Scottish Professor Alexander Fleming Professor of bacteriology at St Mary’s Hospital in London discovered the antibiotics Penicillin.They looked at the pictures and laughed. These are ancient pictures, Jeremy said.
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Oh! look at the dates when there was viral pandemics like Corona Virus, they screamed.


-  The  Egyptian plague according to the bible



The plagues of Egypt were recorded to

[image: ]have happened between the years 1570 and 1440.Bc
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Eusebius  Pamphili  (263-339  AD)  a  church  history  writer believed the specific date to be 1446 BC. Oh! So ancient, the children chorused.


-  1817-1824 : Cholera  Pandemic




-  The  first  cholera  pandemic  emerged  out  of  the

Ganges  Delta  with an  outbreak  in  Jessore,  India  in 1817 stemming from contaminated  rice.


The Cholera spread throughout mostly India, South East Asia

East Africa and the Mediterranean coast .The Spanish physician Jaume Ferran i Clua developed early cholera and plague vaccines in 1885. The Russian Jewish bacteriologist  Waldemar Haffkine developed the first Cholera vaccine in 1892.
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Jeremy’s mum listened with interest and decided to help them with the history of pandemics story. I have this compilation of the history of pandemics, which may be of interest to you all, she told them.

-415 BC:  Athens

-166 AD: Antonine plague

-250AD: Cyprian plague

-542AD: Justinian plague

-11th century: Leprosy

-1350: The black death

-1492: The Columbian exchange

-1665: The great plague of London

-1817: First Cholera Pandemic

-1855: The third plague pandemic

—1875: Fiji measles Pandemic

7

[image: ]

-1889: Russian flu

-1918: Spanish flu
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-1957: Asian flu  

-1981: HIV/AIDS  

-2003: SARS

-2019: COVID 19

Doctors   and  Scientists were the people that discovered most of the previous   [image: C:\Users\PC\Downloads\nurse-g521872ac4_640.jpg]cures for diseases throughout history, but we need to pray and have faith too.
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Humans have always conquered the adverse effects of plagues through ages and these are not something new. Oh! the virus outbreak is not something new, so we must share the  good  news  to  our  friends that  they don’t have to panic  Jeremy  told  his  friends .We need to   obey the social distancing rules and pray.



The little boys decided to pray 






Oh! Lord protect our families. Oh! Lord   protect our teachers.

Oh! Lord   protect our uncles, aunts, nephews and nieces.

Oh! Lord protect our   friends.

Oh! Lord   protect our leaders.

Oh! Lord protect all the children.

And keep our world safe for us !!!.
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They opened their eyes and clapped their hands; Corona Virus  has   been  defeated  at last they chorused! Their mum laughed.The next day, they went back to school and were told not to come again in order to keep themselves safe.  The little boys were sad, but they decided to stick to the rules to keep safe as they were taught in their schools.
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Social distancing was introduced to keep everyone safe.  Jeremy’s mum kept her children safe at home and worked from home to keep an eye on them.
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One Monday morning, the phone rang ten times in a minute.  Who is ringing your phone like this?, She asked their dad Patrick. 
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Ms Moore has asked Jeremy to go back to school, he said. No! it  is  not safe  for  him  dad, as  everyone is practising social  distancing. No!  for Jeremy the rules  are  different  ,  because  he must be in school, his dad replied. No! dad the rule to be at school
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is for the keyworker’s  children, she said.
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Mrs Moore would take us to court, he replied. Dad panicked and Mum prayed.

Oh! Lord deliver me.

Oh ! Lord  keep the children safe.

Oh! Lord keep us safe from this Corona Virus.

We need to follow the guidelines of social distancing, she  said.  Through   history,  viral  outbreaks were beaten, through the practise of social distancing. It is difficult to get an instant cure for viral infections, as discoveries need to be researched and drugs tried.

As their dad left the house, 

The kids switched on their laptops to do their school works.
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As they did their school work the door bell rang. Oh! I thought  that  we  are  keeping  to  the  rule  of  social distancing  to  keep  safe,  who  is  visiting?  Jeremy's
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