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    Introduction



    Standing at over 480 feet in height and towering over the city of Cairo,
    the Great Pyramid of Khufu on the Giza Plateau is a time-defying beacon of
    the human legacy. It is a shade of its former glory as the years and the
    irreverence of generation after generation have stripped it of its history
    and treasures. Still, it stands tall and proud as millions of visitors
    flock to lay eyes on a mystery that confounds academics, fringe theorists,
    and the public even after five thousand years.



    There are many megalithic sites throughout the world that fill the mind
    with wonder, but few truly grip the public consciousness like the pyramids
    of ancient Egypt. These massive monuments were built nearly five thousand
    years ago by a culture that is as alien to our modern-day way of thinking
    as any. The ancient kings and pharaohs of Egypt left a legacy for their
    people and the entire world, and simultaneously left a great puzzle. Why
    did they build them? What were they for? How did they accomplish such
    magnificent architecture?



    These and many other questions plague the minds of scholars as they study
    what remains of this culture. In this brief window to the past, this book
    will attempt to capture the ideology, history, and theory that makes up the
    story of the greatest architectural wonder of the ancient age. The Great
    Pyramid of Khufu is the last standing relic of the ancient world, one of
    the great seven wonders that once existed as monumental achievements of
    humankind. From academic theory to fringe outliers, this book will take the
    reader on a journey into the distant past and help you relive a long-lost
    time in our history.



Chapter One



    The Birth of a Wonder



    “From the heights of these pyramids, forty centuries look down upon us.”



    —Napoleon Bonaparte



    The ancient world was ripe with wonders built by the first civilizations
    that rose in the Nile, Mesopotamia, and the Indus Valley. The hanging
    gardens of Babylon, the Colossus of Rhodes, and the Great Pyramid of Giza
    are a few of the seven wonders described by ancient historians. The Great
    Pyramid of Giza, commissioned by the Egyptian king Khufu of the Old
    Kingdom, is the only wonder that still stands today.



    The Old Kingdom of Egypt is characterized as the first period of continuous
    civilization in Egyptian history, and it spanned from the Third through the
    Sixth Dynasty, 2686 to 2181 BCE. This era marked the first of three heights
    known as the “Kingdom periods” in which the Nile Civilization reached peaks
    of civilization. During this time, the inception of the pyramids of Giza
    was born out of the cultural obsession of the mortuary cults.



    The mortuary cults of ancient Egypt are some of the most visible and
    well-known in history. It was the emergence of the death cult in the Old
    Kingdom that created the cultural belief that the soul or the spirit would
    return to Earth at times to guide the living after death. This idea led to
    the practice of mummification and entombing the dead so that their KA
    (consciousness) and BA (soul) could return by way of the maintained
    deceased body. This practice was widespread throughout the culture of the
    Old Kingdom and was not limited to the upper classes and nobility.
    Eventually, the adoption of this practice by the ruling class led to the
    construction of the pyramids in Saqqara and Giza in the Third Dynasty.



    In this era, the formerly independent ancient states became unified under a
    single king. It was this unification of the civilization in the Nile that
    gave birth to the idea that the king was a god on Earth. The population
    ranging from north to south relied upon the annual flooding of the Nile for
    growing their crops. This cyclical view of time led to the belief that it
    was the king's work as a god that led to their prosperity. This belief was
    founded in the cults of Horus, Seth, and Neith where the corresponding gods
    had physical representations on the Earth. As Upper and Lower Egypt unified
    gradually in the First and Second Dynasty, so too did the idea that the
    king was god on Earth.



    By the time of Djoser’s reign, the idea that the king was god had been
    solidified throughout the Egyptian culture. As king of Egypt, Djoser was
    responsible for the prosperity of his people.
    
        Djoser is largely regarded as the founding father of the Third Dynasty,
        and one of the primary reasons for the explosion of state-sponsored
        propagation of mortuary death cults that would dominate the culture of
        the Old Kingdom.
    



    Under the leadership of Djoser, Egyptian culture began to lean towards the
    resurgence of the worship of Khnum, a god of creation and fertility, to
    cease a seven-year famine. Before Djoser, the kings of unified Egypt were
    buried in Abydos.
    
        Djoser himself had been constructing a tomb in Abydos to emulate his
        predecessors, but the tomb was left unfinished. Djoser and his reign
        are characterized by his burial in the Step Pyramid in Saqqara as well
        as his conquest of Sinai.
    
    Aside from his political activity in creating a barrier between the Old
    Kingdom and the contemporary civilizations of Asia, the reign of Djoser can
    be closely related to the rise of the priestly class up the ladder of
    political power. Djoser's close relationship with his vizier Imhotep the
    high priest of Ra in Heliopolis has been regarded as the start of the royal
    obsession in the Third Dynasty in erecting massive monuments to the
    achievements of kings.



    Though this period is mired in misinterpretations and missing information,
    it is clear that Imhotep was an influence on Djoser and his policies.
    Imhotep has been credited as the architect of the proto-pyramid in Saqqara
    where Djoser was buried. This four-sided, seven-level pyramid was once the
    central location of the Third Dynasty necropolis. Previous tombs had been
    crafted in the way of the Mesopotamians, with mud bricks. But during the
    reign of Djoser, the material of mud brick was abandoned in favor of cut
    stone construction. Who made this decision is unclear, but what is clear is
    that it was made with the knowledge that the cost and difficulty of
    construction would increase exponentially. According to Egyptologists,
    Imhotep is the father of stone construction in the Old Kingdom, being the
    first to employ cut stone to be used in construction. It is possible that
    Imhotep convinced king Djoser to abandon the previous construction methods
    to create monuments unlike any other.



    The Step Pyramid or proto-pyramid was not the first created, nor was it the
    last. The Egyptian kings of the early Old Kingdom were buried in what was
    called a mastaba. In the case of the Pyramid of Djoser, it appears that the
    seven levels of the pyramid were built as successive improvements upon the
    original level. This particular detail-oriented thinking suggests that by
    this time, far before the construction of the Great Pyramid of Giza, the
    mortuary death cults had already firmly gripped the culture. The process of
    providing the deceased with tools to navigate the afterlife and to
    potentially return to the living as a guide in the future had become
    incredibly detailed. In Djoser's time, the employment of advisors, priests,
    architects, acolytes, and entourages was relatively small. However, they
    would balloon into an economic staple under the rule of the successive
    kings of Egypt.



    The Step Pyramid of Saqqara was elaborate in its design as it incorporated
    a courtyard and many tombs as a monument to Djoser and his reign on Earth.
    This pyramid, although incredibly out-scaled by the tombs of the successive
    monuments, was the beginning of an ancestral worship practice that would
    consume the rulers of Egypt; each successive ruler would try to outdo the
    previous generation.



    The Pyramid of Djoser came in at a height of approximately 50 meters, and
    it would pave the way for the next king, Sekhemkhet, to build his burial
    tomb adjacent to Djoser’s necropolis. Sekhemkhet’s very brief reign
    produced only a single mastaba where he was buried. His monument was left
    unfinished as his reign is thought to have been a mere six or seven years.
    Sekhemkhet was succeeded by a king whose rule is shrouded in mystery and
    little evidence remains as to when—or if—he even reigned.
    
        Following this supposed reign of Sanakht, Khaba took over as king
        during the later years of the Third Dynasty. Khaba was most likely
        buried at the Layer Pyramid, which was made of the traditional mud and
        brick construction.
    
    Khaba’s successor, Huni, has been attested as the final ruler of the Third
    Dynasty and the predecessor to Sneferu who would go on to found the Fourth
    Dynasty.



    Between the two dynasties, it is uncertain how Sneferu ascended to the
    throne after the death of Huni. Sneferu was not related to Huni by blood,
    and the difference between the Third and Fourth Dynasty marks a clear shift
    in the seriousness with which the descendants of Sneferu approached their
    ascendency in building tombs, pyramids, and monuments. The Third Dynasty
    marked the beginning of the creation of monumental tombs for the king, but
    what would follow in the Fourth Dynasty would become the height of Egyptian
    achievement in the period of the Old Kingdom. The dedication of the kings
    of the Third and Fourth Dynasty to the belief of life after death permeated
    the following centuries and would shape the face of Egyptian history.



Chapter Two



    The Kings of the Fourth Dynasty



    “The Egyptian contribution to architecture was more concerned with
    remembering the dead than the living.”



    —Stephen Gardiner



    The Fourth Dynasty of the Old Kingdom is marked by Egypt's first golden
    age. This period has also been referred to as the Age of the Pyramids.
    Though the previous generations had dedicated a large portion of their rule
    to the creation of death cult necropolises, the Fourth Dynasty would take
    the idea and run with it. It was the stability, peace, and prosperity of
    the Third Dynasty that provided the wealth and afforded the time for the
    Fourth Dynasty to explore the cultural and artistic arts. During this era,
    the rulers exploited every aspect of their empire to be able to construct
    such monumental creations like the pyramids of the Giza Plateau.



    The first king of the Fourth Dynasty, Sneferu, began his reign in
    approximately 2613 BCE. There is debate over whether Sneferu ruled for 24
    years or 30 years, with one outlying estimate being 48 years. Regardless of
    the inconclusive length of his reign, Sneferu was known for the conquest of
    Libya and Nubia. It has been argued by many historians that this was a
    large portion of the reason as to why and how Sneferu was able to produce
    the wonders that he did throughout his reign. According to some
    inscriptions, the campaign in Libya had given Sneferu access to 11,000
    prisoners and over 13,000 cattle. Inscriptions like this one give
    historians evidence that Sneferu's campaigns were largely undertaken to
    reinforce his labor force and to acquire stone for his various building
    projects. His campaign in Sinai has been attributed to his need









