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    To all those who have been born from above (born again).
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Introduction
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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. (2 Corinthians 5:17).



I like the choice of word “new” denoting that when you choose to become a believer of Jesus Christ, something about you changes. It is not refurbished, but it is brand new; a version of you that did not exist before. The question is, how can we be new, if we are still drawn to our old habits and patterns of thinking? This is one of the questions that I will pose a possible answer for by the end of this devotional.

I once had a dream. I was sent on a mission to recover a whole bunch of stolen wallets. They were in a particular house and I had to dig and search for them. I saw other things that I wanted to take, but I was told to leave everything else and focus on retrieving the stolen wallets. I only looked at one wallet, and I knew who it belonged to.

––––––––
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I BELIEVE WALLETS REPRESENT finances and identity, and there are many believers who don’t know who they are, as if their identity has been stolen. I believe God wants us to recover our identities. It is not lost, just stolen or suppressed. 

Many of us are guilty of suppressing our true identity and choose to hide behind laziness and ignorance. While I can tell you who you are, if you choose not to believe it, then whether it is true or not is irrelevant. I have come to realize that one of the issues with us not knowing who we are is because we struggle to choose who we want to be.

The best version of YOU is within your reach. You are in Christ, and Christ is in you. Separation is a mental construct that is only a reality because you believe it. Whether you accept it or not, your belief systems form your reality and, to some extent, determines your experiences. What you believe about yourself is true. You can only change your reality by changing your truth. You write your own story by the choices you make, so if you are dissatisfied with your life, change the narrative.

As you journey through the next 31-Days with this devotional as an accompanying guide during your time of devotion and meditation, may you see yourself and know yourself as you are seen and known of God.
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Day 1

We Belong To God
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Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. (1 John 3:1)


It is hard to fathom the love of a perfect and holy God for people who seem so vile, corrupt, selfish and unworthy. Even the church has spent a lot of time convincing us of our unworthiness; that we are wretches, nothing but a worm worthy to be squashed, but I am of the opinion that despite our fallenness, and degraded consciousness, we are still very, very important to God, and when He looks at us, He sees our true value, even if we don’t. We are the apple of His eyes; a precious gem, an irreplacable treasure. 

Yes, in the infinite possibilities of eternity, there may have been other failed creations before us. After all, God deciding to make humanity in His own image and likeness was always a risk due to free will. It is our “will” that makes us more like God than anything else, because we can choose what to think, what to believe, what to pursue. I am shocked to see us use this infused “god-complex” in such a negative way, to paint a weak and decrepit perception of humanity when creation itself screams at us to see the truth. We belong to God. He made us for Himself, and like Himself. We have more worth and value than we are willing to admit, it seems. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 6:20 that we were “...bought at a price.” Now who in their right mind would buy something at such a high price that has no value? 

We are a reflection of God Himself. We cannot be likened to any other created being or thing. We are uniquely designed and created, fearfully and wonderfully made. Though we have been endowed with free will, we don’t belong to ourselves. We belong to God. We are His possession, created for His purpose. 

Prayer:

Father, help me to see and understand that I am worth something to You. Holy Spirit, stir up the potential that lies within me that I may step into my divine appointment beginning today, and walk this earth as a manifested son of God, in Jesus Name.

d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
MADE in
GOD'S
IMAGE

31-DAY DEVOTIONAL

VOLUME 2 ’

fjiw"" Oﬁ?‘”ldentity In Christ :

~C. ORVILLE MCLEISH





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





