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Céad mile fáilte!

Hiya, weans! Welcome to our book of fascinating facts about the amazing place that is Ireland.

If you’re reading this anywhere that isn’t Ireland, you may think that you already know a lot about the place: green clothes, fun dances, red hair, shamrocks, and Guinness beer. Maybe you recognize the typical Irish accent, especially if you’ve heard it being used by one of the many international Irish celebrities, like Liam Neeson, Saoirse Ronan, or Bono. But we’re here to tell you that there is so much more to learn about this tiny island.

Ireland is an island off the coast of Europe. Most of it is a country named the Republic of Ireland. Moreover, the island has a region known as Northern Ireland, which is actually part of the United Kingdom, a country that is also made up of England, Scotland, and Wales. Whereas the United Kingdom is ruled by a king or queen, the Republic of Ireland has a President, much like the United States. However, like the UK, Ireland’s second-in-command is the Prime Minister—well, the Taoiseach, which means Prime Minister in the Irish language.

What is the Irish language, you ask? It’s a language spoken by Irish people for thousands of years, also called Gaelic. When Ireland became a part of the British Empire, they were forced to start speaking English as well. Today, everyone in Ireland speaks English, with their own distinct accent. Only around 39% of Irish people can speak Gaelic, but the Irish government makes sure that the language is kept alive: For instance, the police force of Ireland is known as Gardaí, meaning Guardians, and the Prime Minister, who we mentioned before, is officially called Taoiseach, which is pronounced something like tea shock. Nobody really knows why they say “President” in English but “Prime Minister” in Irish, not even the Irish themselves; however, those are their official titles. All the street signs are also written in both English and Gaelic.

You’re in luck, because there is a whole world of fascinating things to learn about Ireland. Saint Patrick wasn’t actually Irish, and he didn’t truly banish all the snakes from Ireland. Most Irish people are brunettes, not redheads, and most of them don’t drink Guinness—there are better brands of beer out there, after all. Stick with us and discover the fascinating world of the Emerald Isle.
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Thank you for purchasing "Ireland for Kids"! This beautifully illustrated book is packed with fascinating facts, stories, and activities that will captivate your child's imagination and curiosity about the Emerald Isle.

BONUS: To make the adventure even more exciting, we're offering a FREE downloadable “Irish Fun Activity Pack”! This exclusive pack includes a full-length audiobook, coloring pages, puzzles, and interactive games that bring Ireland's culture and history to life. Perfect for keeping kids entertained and engaged while they learn.
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WHAT’S INSIDE?

Full-length Audiobook

Fun Facts About Ireland

Famous Scenic Spots

Fun Activities for Kids

Funny Jokes

Simple Irish Language

Don't miss out on this fantastic opportunity to explore Ireland with your little ones. 

CLICK HERE to download the “Irish Fun Activity Pack” today and make your adventure even more memorable!

Embark on a fun and educational journey through the Emerald Isle with "Ireland for Kids"!
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Chapter 1: Enchanting Myths and Fables
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Before Christianity came to Ireland, the island was home to the Celts, an ancient people who also lived in Great Britain and in the places that are now France, Spain, and Portugal. The Irish people of today are the descendants of the Celts, and we still refer to some Irish things as Celtic—even in this very book.

The Celts worshiped many gods and goddesses—in fact, there are 400 known gods worshiped by the Irish Celts alone. Bards told stories and sang songs about these gods and the mortals that met them. These old stories continued to be told for hundreds and thousands of years, shaping Irish folklore and culture.

Let’s meet some of the most famous Celtic mythical characters.

Tuatha Dé Danann

Most of the gods of Ireland belong to a tribe called the Tuatha Dé Danann, meaning people of Danu. Danu was a goddess, but historians don’t know much about her. We know that the Tuatha Dé Danann were named after her, but that’s about it.

The Tuath Dé used to live in Ireland, which they took from the Fomorians, a race of monstrous creatures that came from under the sea or from underground. The Tuath Dé and the Fomorians were at war with each other for many years before the Fomorians were defeated and left.

When humans first came to Ireland, it was the Tuath Dé’s turn to leave. They moved to The Otherworld, the magical world where they were born and from where they watched over the people of Ireland.

Over time, the Irish became Christian and started believing that these old gods had actually been ancient kings, angels, or fairies, which they call “Aos Sí”—pronounced: “eess shee.”

Legend says that The Otherworld, where these gods or fairies live, can be entered through stone circles and fairy mounds, which are actually burial mounds made by prehistoric people.

The Dagda

The king of the Tuath Dé was known as the Dagda. He was represented as a large warrior with a huge club and a booming laugh. He was the god of war, wisdom, and magic, as well as life and death.

In battle, he used a magic club that could instantly kill nine men at a time with one end. The other end of the club could bring those men back to life.

He had a magical cauldron that could feed as many people as necessary. It could also bring dead people back to life.

The Morrígan

The wife of the Dagda was the Morrígan, the goddess of war and death.

She was represented as an old woman by a river, washing the clothes of the soldiers doomed to die, or as a raven, picking the bodies of fallen soldiers after a battle.

She was also very wise. It was said that she knew the outcome of every battle that would ever happen.

Brigid

Brigid was the daughter of the Dagda. She was the goddess of poetry, smithcraft, fertility, and fire and was one of the most beloved Celtic goddesses.

When Ireland became Christian, most of the old gods were turned into fairies in people’s imagination and stopped being worshiped, but Brigid was so popular that she was instead turned into a saint so that people could continue to pray to her.

Saint Brigid was said to have founded the first female convent in Ireland. Some stories also say that she was the midwife that helped Mary give birth to Jesus.

When Irish slaves were taken to the Caribbean by the British, they talked about their saints to the slaves brought there from Africa, who blended the stories about Christian saints with the stories of their own African deities. Saint Brigid was turned into Maman Brigitte, the goddess-saint of life, death, and fire in Haitian Vodou.

Cúchulainn

Cúchulainn—pronounced “koo-kul-in”—was an Irish warrior, one of the greatest heroes of Celtic mythology. He was the son of the god Lugh and fought in many battles for the people of Ulster, the northern region of Ireland.

Some legends say he had seven fingers in each hand, seven toes in each foot, and seven pupils in each eye. He looked weird.

The name he was born with was Sétanta. One day, he went to dinner at the house of a blacksmith named Culann. Culann’s dog attacked Sétanta, who killed it in self-defense. To apologize, the hero agreed to guard the blacksmith’s home. During this time, he became known as the hound of Culann, which in Irish is Cú Chulainn.

Other Tales

The Irish name for Ireland, Éire, comes from the goddess Ériu of the Tuatha Dé Danann. Nowadays, she’s used as the personification of Ireland, just like Uncle Sam or Lady Liberty are personifications of America. The names of this goddess’s sisters, Banba and Fódla, are also used as poetic names for Ireland.

Lugh was a warrior and craftsman god, one of the most beloved and charismatic Celtic gods. He was worshiped not just in Ireland but throughout the Celtic world under different names. When he was young, he traveled to join the Tuatha Dé Danann. When he arrived at the castle where they lived, the guard at the door refused to let him in. Lugh offered his services as a swordsman, a blacksmith, a poet, a bard, a playwright, a historian, a sorcerer, and a healer, but every time, the guard turned him down, saying they already had all of those. Then Lugh said, “Wait! Do you have anyone who can do all those things at once?” The guard admitted that they hadn’t, so he let him in.

Another Irish hero was named Fionn mac Cumhaill, which is pronounced: “Finn McCool.” He had a cool name and a very cool life. When he was young, he became the apprentice of a poet who was looking for the Salmon of Knowledge, a magical fish that could give divine wisdom to anyone who ate it—but only to one person. Finn was able to catch it, and the poet ordered him to cook it for him. While Finn was frying the salmon, he burnt his thumb on the frying oil and put it in his mouth to ease the pain. That was enough to get the powers of the salmon. Finn suddenly became the wisest man in the world, and his boss became very annoyed.

If this chapter inspired you to go out and learn more about Celtic mythology, keep in mind that the Celts also lived in the places that are now Scotland, Wales, England, France, Spain, and Portugal. The stories you just read about were the ones told only by the Irish Celts.

If you feel like learning the stories told by the other Celts, we recommend reading some Welsh mythology: It has a character named King Math, and people randomly turn into birds.
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