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To President Donald J. Trump and those—leaders and citizens alike—who not only recognize the threat posed by the Chinese Communist Party, but have the resolve to fight back







INTRODUCTION

In 2022, I made a life-altering decision: I quit my job to write a book—something I had never imagined myself doing. This wasn’t just a passion project; it felt like a calling. A fire had been lit in me.

I knew I had to tell my story—of surviving one of the most brutal Communist regimes in history and living through Mao’s Cultural Revolution. It wasn’t just about what I endured; I was driven to sound the alarm for the American people of the cultural Marxist Revolution now sweeping across America.

My book, Mao’s America: A Survivor’s Warning, laid out the parallels between Mao’s Cultural Revolution and America’s Woke Revolution. Through meeting audiences and hearing feedback on social media, I have been told by many people that my book was an eye-opener—helping them understand, often for the first time, what is really happening in America. The book also led to interviews with countless conservative media outlets, including the Tucker Carlson Network. The video with Carlson was retweeted by Elon Musk on X, reaching tens of millions of people.

But more questions still beg for answers.

As we battle the spread of Marxist woke ideology here at home, we also face an unprecedented threat from Communist China—a regime determined to replace the United States as the world’s leading power, and well on its way to achieving that goal.

How is it that the United States—the world’s sole superpower, once triumphant over the evil empire of the Soviet Union—now finds itself challenged by an even greater Communist threat, rising from what was once dismissed as a backward wasteland: the People’s Republic of China (PRC)?

The situation is dire.

America is under assault by Communism—both from within and from without.

It was with that same sense of urgency that I embarked on the journey of writing this book—Made in America: The Hidden History of How the U.S. Enabled Communist China and Created Our Greatest Threat—to uncover a little-known but critically important history of the past century. In it I hope to reveal the pivotal role the United States played in the rise of the Chinese Communist Party. This is the first book of its kind to tell the full story—from the CCP’s birth to its emergence as a formidable global power in the world today.

It is an extraordinary story: how a fringe movement, led by a handful of radicalized professors and students in China, evolved into the most dangerous adversary America has ever faced. What’s even more extraordinary—and troubling—is that the United States was part of that story every step of the way.

It has been a tremendous undertaking to trace more than a century of history in order to shed light on America’s role in enabling and empowering the CCP. I’m deeply grateful for my collaboration with Yu Jie—a well-known Chinese dissident, prolific author, and leading expert on the Chinese Communist Party. We both hail from Chengdu, Sichuan, and share deeply held conservative values and a resolute anti-Communist stance. Yu brings a wealth of knowledge and insight, which provided a solid foundation for this book.
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In Mao’s America, I sounded the alarm: The Woke movement is America’s Cultural Revolution—a modern echo of Mao’s own Marxist Cultural Revolution that ravaged China more than fifty years ago, and a deadly threat from within, aimed at dismantling our freedoms.

In Made in America, my goal is to expose how liberals, progressives, gullible conservatives, Communist sympathizers, and fellow travelers in the United States have not only become a threat from within but also played a decisive role in the rise of the Chinese Communist Party—dating back to the early 1900s and culminating in the loss of China to Communism in 1949.

Over time, the influence of these allies of the CCP has only grown—joined by misguided and corrupt politicians of both parties, amoral profiteers, and globalist elites. Together, they empowered the Chinese Communist Party, transforming it into the most powerful and wealthy adversary the United States has ever faced from without—paving the way for the potential loss of America to Communist China and to Communism itself.

In many ways, this book is even more relevant to today’s America than my last—because more than a century later, this critical history remains largely unknown to so many Americans, including our political leaders. The same mistakes are repeated again and again, while the CCP’s tactics against the United States continue to work—just as they always have.

By learning this history, Americans will not only gain insight into the CCP’s tactics but also begin to understand how closely the liberal worldview aligns with that of Communism—making liberals especially vulnerable to Communist deception and propaganda.

History has shown that political liberalism, left unchecked, often drifts toward Communism.

That’s why many of today’s most prominent conservative voices—such as President Donald Trump, Elon Musk, Robert F. Kennedy Jr., and others—were once liberals themselves. They walked away because they recognized where modern American liberalism was headed. And that is why today’s Democratic Party has become in many ways nearly indistinguishable from the Chinese Communist Party.

This is one of the central themes of this book.

In Made in America, you will learn:


	How the Chinese Communist Party rose to power with the backing of the Soviet Union—and later, shockingly, the United States.

	How the United States repeatedly rescued the CCP from the brink of collapse, both knowingly and unknowingly.

	How American political leaders, policymakers, journalists, and elites were repeatedly deceived by the CCP, with many willfully choosing to believe blatant lies.

	How the CCP employed its “magic weapon,” the United Front strategy, to infiltrate, subvert, and weaken American institutions; and to cultivate an army of allies in the United States known as “the Old Friends of the Chinese People,” also referred to as useful idiots.

	How the CCP has waged an undeclared, unrestricted, and protracted war against the United States—largely unnoticed by the American public.

	And why defeating the CCP begins with understanding its history, strategies, and ultimate goal.
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The past five years have been transformational for me. In 2020, I made the decision to become politically involved for the first time—compelled by the Marxist-inspired Black Lives Matter (BLM) movement and its assault on America’s values, institutions, and social fabric. In 2021, I found myself unexpectedly in the spotlight after delivering a one-minute speech at a Loudoun County school board meeting in Virginia. That moment—and the Fox News interview that followed—launched me into public view and turned me into an accidental activist. Since then, I’ve embraced the role and made it my life’s mission to educate the American people about the dangers of Communism and the devastating and immediate threat it poses to our freedom and way of life.

Communism, already a deadly ideology, has become even more lethal in its more deceptive form—Chinese Communism. Trained by their Soviet masters, the Chinese Communist Party has surpassed its teachers in nearly every respect. It has not only modernized its tactics but has also skillfully leveraged the United States to make China the world’s second-largest economy in a remarkably short span of time—all the while quietly embedding itself into nearly every aspect of American society.

I believe my story and perspective are critical in helping the American people understand Chinese Communism, classical Communism, and its modern mutation—Neo-Communism, or Woke Communism. It is because those of us who have lived through these regimes possess a hard-won understanding of how they operate, how they deceive, and how they destroy.

For this reason, I proudly call myself an anti-Communist—because Communism remains one of the greatest threats that we, as free people, continue to face.

And it is for that same reason that I wrote this book: to uncover a vital and often hidden history—how the United States became the enabler of the Chinese Communist Party, and in doing so, has come dangerously close to sealing its own fate.








THE FARMER AND THE SNAKE

One cold winter morning, a farmer came across a snake lying nearly lifeless in the snow, frozen stiff. Though he knew the snake was dangerous, he felt sorry for it and tucked it inside his coat to warm it up.

As the snake thawed and regained its strength, it suddenly turned and bit the farmer. The venom quickly spread. As the farmer lay dying, he turned to the bystanders and said: “Let my fate be a warning—never show mercy to the wicked.”

—AESOP’S FABLE








CHAPTER 1

THE CCP’S WAR ON AMERICA

On April 2, 2025, President Trump declared the day “Liberation Day” as he introduced sweeping new tariffs: a 10 percent baseline on all imported goods, with higher “reciprocal” rates on countries that imposed tariffs on U.S. exports. The move sparked both celebration and panic. Days later, the dust began to settle, revealing the strategy behind Trump’s approach: Countries that refrained from retaliating were granted a ninety-day pause on reciprocal tariffs—all except China. As China responded with counter-tariffs, U.S. tariffs on Chinese goods continued to rise. Now isolated, China stands alone on the world stage, clearly exposed as the true target of the tariff war.

While some continue to debate the pros and cons of tariffs, an increasing number of Americans recognize that what President Trump launched was far more than an economic policy—it was a bold counteroffensive against Communist China, marking a historic turning point. This is not merely a trade war; it is the first real pushback in over a century of U.S. engagement with the Chinese Communist Party. America is finally fighting back.
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The trade war ignited a national reckoning: How did America end up here—its industrial base hollowed out, its middle class weakened, and its technological edge ceded to Communist China? Those with long enough memories trace the roots of today’s crisis back to President Bill Clinton.

Just as April 2, 2025—Liberation Day—marks the beginning of America’s renewal, another date marks the start of its decline: March 8, 2000.

On that day, President Clinton delivered a confident, forward-looking speech at Johns Hopkins University, championing the China Trade Bill that cleared the path for China’s entry into the World Trade Organization (WTO), a decision that marked the beginning of America’s decline and Communist China’s dramatic rise.

In his speech, Clinton delivered the following key promises:


	First, the vast Chinese market would open to American goods and services, creating a tidal wave of opportunities for U.S. exports and significantly boosting domestic employment. “For the first time, our companies will be able to sell and distribute products in China made by workers here in America without being forced to relocate manufacturing to China, sell through the Chinese government, or transfer valuable technology—for the first time. We’ll be able to export products without exporting jobs.”

	Second, China’s WTO membership would bring economic liberalization, paving the way for political reform, empowering Chinese citizens, and fostering democratic development. “The more China liberalizes its economy, the more fully it will liberate the potential of its people… And when individuals have the power, not just to dream but to realize their dreams, they will demand a greater say.”

	Third, transformative technologies like the Internet were expected to deliver the triumph of freedom. Clinton confidently stated that the Internet would reshape China’s political landscape, dismissing the Chinese government’s efforts to control the web as akin to “that’s sort of like trying to nail Jell-O to the wall”—impossible to achieve.

	Last, the rules-based WTO system would be a mechanism for ensuring that China adhered to international norms, with “some of China’s most important decisions for the first time being subject to the review of international bodies with rules and binding dispute settlements.”



Most Americans were convinced that the agreement was highly promising and that the future looked bright for the United States, which was expected to benefit the most from the deal.

On October 10, 2000, Clinton signed the China Trade Bill into law.

On December 11, 2001, China officially became the 143rd member of the WTO.

With this, Clinton unleashed the “China Shock” that would shake America to its core. Many of us have lived through this historic—and devastating—transformation.

The Hollowing Out of America

Americans were soon to be disillusioned by the promises. If there was any semblance of American prosperity resulting from the new economic trade arrangement with China, it was found in stores like Walmart, where American consumers gained access to inexpensive Chinese-made goods—clothing, toys, Christmas decorations, and even American flags. However, the surge in low-cost Chinese imports triggered a rapid decline in U.S. manufacturing, causing tens of thousands of factories to close and millions of jobs to be outsourced overseas. Industries such as textiles, furniture, and steel were particularly devastated.

Entire regions of the Midwest and Northeast, once vibrant centers of industrial manufacturing—including steel production, automobile manufacturing, and heavy machinery production—became what is now known as the Rust Belt. While the trend had begun earlier, large-scale offshoring to China accelerated and cemented the process. The term “rust” symbolizes the abandoned factories and decaying infrastructure, leaving workers jobless and communities impoverished. “Made in America” all but vanished from store shelves, replaced by “Made in China,” as the loss of millions of jobs devastated working- and middle-class families across the nation.

Vice President JD Vance, in his memoir, Hillbilly Elegy, vividly depicts the struggles of working-class Americans in the Rust Belt during the era of globalization. He recounts his turbulent upbringing in Ohio and Kentucky, marked by family instability, poverty, and the pervasive impact of addiction and violence. Vance highlights the rise of opioid addiction as a devastating consequence of economic and social decline following the closure of factories and the loss of stable jobs. As traditional industries vanished, many working-class individuals faced unemployment, despair, and hopelessness, often turning to prescription painkillers to cope. While Vance overcame these challenges and rose to success, he acknowledges that many of his peers were unable to break free from this cycle of hardship and decline.

Author Paul Theroux documented similar devastation in southern states in his 2015 book Deep South: Four Seasons on Back Roads. The stories echo those of JD Vance: Entire industries—furniture, appliances, roofing materials, textiles, plastics—vanished one after another. In their wake, struggling communities lost not just jobs but the basics of daily life, as grocery stores, fresh produce, and local businesses disappeared—driven out by rising violence, drug abuse, and gang activity. Theroux poignantly remarked, “Though America in its greatness is singular, it resembles the rest of the world in its failures.”1

Theroux is critical of American philanthropists and charities, accusing them of focusing their “benevolent concern” on poverty abroad while neglecting the struggles of impoverished communities in the American South. He writes, “They had traveled halfway around the world… to bring teachers to Africa, food to India, and medicine elsewhere; yet they allowed the poor in the South, a growing peasant class, to die for lack of health care, remain uneducated and illiterate, live in poor housing, and, in some cases, starve.”2 In speaking about Bill Clinton, one Arkansan shared this sentiment with Theroux: “He was governor. He was president. His philanthropic charity is worth a couple of billion. I don’t see him spending any of it in Arkansas.”3

With what Elon Musk has uncovered in 2025 thanks to DOGE—the Department of Government Efficiency—one can only wonder how much federal funding, especially through USAID, has been funneled into overseas charities while neglecting our own people at home.

During the COVID pandemic, Americans were shocked to realize the extent to which the United States had outsourced critical manufacturing to Communist China, leaving the nation unable to produce even basic items, like masks, and reliant on China for life-saving medicines.

Over the past three decades, trade with China has made corporations, Wall Street firms, and the elites immensely wealthy by exploiting China’s massive market, cheap labor, and favorable policies designed to attract foreign investment. Companies like Apple, Tesla, and Hollywood studios profited greatly, while financiers facilitated China’s rise and reaped significant rewards. However, the losers have been the American working class. The United States has experienced massive job loss and deindustrialization, all while becoming dependent on an increasingly assertive and totalitarian Communist China.

To add insult to injury, Americans have watched as iconic brands—names that generations grew up with—have been quietly taken over by Communist China. According to a 2017 CNBC report, Smithfield Foods, GE Appliances, Hoover, and Dirt Devil are just a few among them.4

Clinton’s catastrophic gamble of admitting China into the WTO inflicted lasting damage on America’s middle class and industrial heartland. After countless lives were devastated, manufacturing demolished, and the nation weakened, did he ever formally apologize or explicitly admit his mistake? Not at all.

Threat to the United States and the World

Despite the harsh reality, Americans have been relentlessly fed a false narrative—pushed by policymakers, corporations, and the legacy media—that integrating Communist China into the global economy would lead to its political liberalization, and a prosperous China would be good for America—and good for the world.

Perhaps, as we were led to believe, the loss of American industries and millions of jobs was a price worth paying. As President Clinton convincingly argued in his speech at Johns Hopkins University: “If you believe in a future of peace and security for Asia and the world, you should be for this agreement. This is the right thing to do. It’s an historic opportunity and a profound American responsibility.”

In becoming the world’s second-largest economy, Communist China did the exact opposite of what Clinton promised—and what many had hoped for.

While crushing all calls for political reform at home, the Chinese Communist Party has used its newfound wealth to construct a formidable military machine that now rivals the United States. It no longer hides its true ambition: to replace America as the world’s sole superpower—economically, politically, and militarily. Communist China has emerged as a grave threat not just to Asia but to the entire world.

Launched in 2013, the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is a global infrastructure and investment strategy personally spearheaded by China’s paramount leader, Xi Jinping. While the officially stated goal of the initiative is to enhance global connectivity and economic cooperation through the construction of railways, ports, pipelines, and digital networks across Asia, Africa, Europe, and beyond, its true objective is geopolitical dominance. In effect, the initiative has increasingly taken the form of modern-day colonialism.

The Belt and Road Initiative has also become a vehicle for advancing Xi Jinping’s even more ambitious ideological vision: a “Community with a Shared Future for Mankind”—a doctrine now enshrined in China’s constitution. As Xi himself describes it, the goal is to “strive to build the planet where we were born and raised into a harmonious big family, turning the hopes of people everywhere for a better life into reality.”5

Doesn’t this sound like a globalist reboot of the New World Order by the World Economic Forum—now rebranded as Communist Utopia 2.0 with Chinese characteristics? The message is clear: Having a seat at the Globalist Club is no longer enough—Xi Jinping wants to build his own and run it.

For a dose of reality, this is what the CCP’s global “harmonious big family” truly looks like.

In Asia, China has increasingly acted like a regional bully, with its aggression toward neighboring countries marked by territorial disputes, military intimidation, and economic coercion. It pressures Taiwan through constant military drills, diplomatic isolation, and open threats of a forceful takeover. In the South China Sea, China has constructed and militarized artificial islands, heightening tensions with Vietnam, the Philippines, and other claimants. Along its border with India, repeated standoffs—including deadly clashes—have escalated hostilities. In the East China Sea, it continues to dispute territory with Japan. In February 2025, Chinese naval ships circumnavigated Australia—a feat not even undertaken by the Australian Navy itself. The intent was clear: a show of force and a deliberate act of strategic signaling.6

Beyond military actions, Beijing wields trade as a weapon, imposing sanctions or restrictions on countries including Australia and South Korea when they challenge its interests.

In Hong Kong, the CCP has effectively abandoned the Sino-British Joint Declaration—which guaranteed fifty years of self-governance—by dismantling the city’s basic law and imposing a police-state-style rule reminiscent of mainland China. The regime has brutally crushed the pro-democracy movement, imprisoning thousands of protesters, including lawmakers, lawyers, and journalists, bringing Hong Kong under the firm grip of Beijing’s totalitarian control.

Hong Kong was once the main hub for publishing banned books critical of the CCP. Today the industry has collapsed. All of my co-author Yu Jie’s works were removed and destroyed by Hong Kong libraries—while some of his earlier, milder books remain in mainland libraries. This stark contrast shows how Hong Kong has become a police state with less free speech than even mainland China.

Economically, the Chinese Communist Party has expanded its Belt and Road Initiative into numerous developing countries, often leaving behind economic hardship and a troubling erosion of national sovereignty. Nations such as Sri Lanka, Argentina, Kenya, Malaysia, Pakistan, and Tanzania have amassed significant debt tied to BRI projects. In one striking example, Sri Lanka was forced to lease its strategic Hambantota International Port to China for ninety-nine years after failing to repay its loans—an outcome eerily reminiscent of Britain’s imperial acquisition of Hong Kong following the Opium War with the Qing Dynasty. Similarly, Kenya’s standard gauge railway, financed by Chinese loans, has faced mounting financial difficulties, raising serious concerns that control of the railway could ultimately fall into China’s hands as well.

How did China manage to indebt so many countries? One key reason is strategically maintaining “developing country” status—even after becoming the world’s second-largest economy—within institutions like the World Bank, International Monetary Fund, and the World Trade Organization. This designation allows China to access low-interest loans and favorable trade terms, which it then redirects to fund its Belt and Road Initiative. The result: Developing nations, lured by infrastructure deals, often find themselves burdened with unsustainable debt—ironically, at the hands of a fellow “developing country” that claimed to be their ally.

In 2019, during his first term, President Trump exposed the CCP’s blatant gaming of the WTO system and called for reforms of the rules that allow countries to self-declare as “developing,” thereby gaining unfair preferential treatment.7

The CCP has also extended its reach into some of the world’s most strategically vital locations, posing serious threats to both U.S. national security and global stability. Since Panama severed diplomatic ties with Taiwan in 2017 in favor of Beijing, the CCP has steadily expanded its presence there. Through Belt and Road Initiative projects, China has sought to strengthen its influence by securing footholds along critical global trade routes—most notably the Panama Canal.

In addition, China has sought to expand its influence into the Arctic through BRI. In 2019, a Chinese company withdrew its bid to build two airports in Greenland, a territory with a population of fewer than 60,000.8 The move attracted international attention due to Greenland’s strategic importance, particularly in relation to U.S. military operations and missile defense systems in the region. Although the attempt ultimately failed, it exposed China’s ambition to project power even into the world’s most remote and geopolitically sensitive frontiers.

Leveraging its economic power, military support, and political influence, China has sought to undermine U.S. interests around the world—standing behind nearly every major terrorist-sponsoring or authoritarian regime, propping up totalitarian governments, and destabilizing entire regions.

Just consider some of Communist China’s closest allies: North Korea, Iran, Russia, Venezuela, Syria, even the Taliban in Afghanistan, all openly hostile to the United States. Behind nearly every major international crisis today, one can often trace the hidden hand of the Chinese Communist Party. From supplying arms to Houthi militants in Yemen,9 to engineering the construction of tunnel networks under Gaza,10 to providing military aid—including reports of Chinese soldiers fighting for Russia in Ukraine11—Beijing is increasingly emerging as a key enabler of global conflicts, determined to reshape the international order on its own terms.

Since 2023, Houthi terrorists have repeatedly attacked U.S. Navy warships and commercial shipping vessels. It has been reported that China’s Chang Guang Satellite Technology Company is directly supporting these terrorist operations.12

Closer to home, the threat is no less immediate. We’ve seen CCP spy balloons drift across the American continent and the aggressive purchase of U.S. farmland—much of it alarmingly close to some of the nation’s most sensitive military bases. The Chinese military threat is already at our doorstep, yet few are demanding answers from those in power: How did we let this happen?

The 2025 Annual Threat Assessment by the Office of the Director of National Intelligence bluntly identifies the Chinese Communist Party as the top national security threat to the United States. The report highlights China’s multipronged strategy—military buildup, cyberattacks, economic coercion, and global influence operations—aimed at undermining U.S. power and replacing American dominance both regionally and globally.

Just as the CCP’s hand can be found behind nearly every international crisis, financial links to the CCP have also been traced to various instances of social unrest in the United States, including the 2020 BLM riots13 and recent pro-Hamas protests.14

Most alarmingly, the CCP’s influence now reaches into nearly every aspect of American society—including our institutions, political parties, and government. It has become disturbingly common to see U.S. political leaders and elites either apologizing for, or openly expressing support for, the Chinese Communist Party.

When President Trump initiated his bold pushback through his tariff war with China, the legacy media responded not with support but with relentless efforts to discredit him and diminish the significance of his actions.

Just consider a few of the headlines soon after Trump’s tariff announcement:


	“As Trump Shakes the International Order, China Casts Itself as a Model of Stability”—NBC News

	“There’s No Coming Back from Trump’s Tariff Disaster”—The Atlantic

	“Um, It Turns Out No One at the Ports Is Collecting Trump’s Tariffs”—The New Republic

	“Trump Is Waiting for Xi to Call. The Chinese See It Differently”—CNN

	“Trump Tariffs on China Will Soon Bring ‘Irreversible’ Damage to Many American Businesses”—CNBC



Similar narratives are widespread across social media. Influencers like Jackson Hinkle—who boasts 2.9 million followers—frequently post content praising the CCP’s pushback against President Trump’s tariffs. In one tweet, Hinkle shared a propaganda video featuring Xi Jinping, captioned: “China will never be defeated.”

CCP-generated memes have also circulated widely on X, mocking the MAGA movement—including President Trump, Vice President Vance, and Elon Musk—by depicting them working in a sweatshop making shoes for Nike, accompanied by captions like “Make America Work Again.” These posts have garnered tens of thousands of likes, amplifying their reach and influence.

Also rooting against President Trump is seemingly the entire Democratic Party and its supporters. Many still view Communist China merely as a trading partner or economic competitor—or worse, regard Communism not as a threat but a noble ideal. These people harbor deep contempt for the America First movement and are determined to do whatever it takes to undermine efforts by President Trump to preserve the nation’s strength, security, and sovereignty.

These Americans are either unaware of—or willfully ignoring—the reality that the CCP not only views the United States as its primary enemy but has already waged a multifaceted war against us.

Frontal War Against America

During the Cold War, Americans saw the U.S.S.R. as their primary adversary and existential threat. Few, however, considered that the United States never engaged in direct conflict with the Soviet Union.

Now, consider how many American lives have been lost at the hands of Chinese Communists.

During the Korean War, Mao Zedong sent hundreds of thousands of Chinese soldiers as “volunteers” to fight against American forces, resulting in the deaths of more than 30,000 Americans. Meanwhile, approximately 400,000 Chinese soldiers perished, all to secure the hard-line Communist “Kim Dynasty” in North Korea.15

Almost 60,000 Americans died in the Vietnam War, a conflict heavily supported by both the CCP and the U.S.S.R. Over the span of the war, China provided unwavering support, including 320,000 troops and more than $20 billion in aid, even as the Chinese people endured the grinding hardships of extreme poverty. Without this backing, North Vietnam likely would not have been able to sustain the war.16

Now consider this: How many Americans die from fentanyl overdoses? Over a quarter of a million since 2018.17

According to the House Select Committee on the CCP, China is responsible for producing nearly all illicit fentanyl precursors—the key ingredients driving the global fentanyl trade. The committee further asserts that the CCP government is complicit in facilitating the export of these precursors, fueling this devastating crisis.18 It is increasingly clear that fentanyl is being weaponized by the CCP to harm and weaken the United States. This is not just a crisis but a deliberate campaign against Americans.

Lawrence Kadish, of the Gatestone Institute, aptly stated that the CCP has “obviously determined that it may be a far more cost-effective way to harm the United States than the trillions of yuan spent to greatly expand their military forces. Without a shot being fired at our nation, the Chinese believe they have found a way of reducing America to a second-rate nation.”19

One more question: What is the total death toll of Americans in major foreign wars, including World War I, World War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, and the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan? Roughly 623,000. Now ask this: How many Americans lost their lives to the virus known as COVID-19—or more precisely, the CCP virus? More than 1 million!20

The COVID-19 pandemic, allegedly originating from the Wuhan Institute of Virology,21 has been the CCP’s most devastating export.

Both the “leak” and its cover-up were extraordinary. In 2020, I made my annual visit to China for Chinese New Year to visit family. Before leaving, I had heard news reports of a new virus concentrated around Wuhan. At the Beijing Airport, I noticed that the gate designated for Wuhan flights was closed, while all other gates, including those for international flights, remained wide open.

Meanwhile, New Year’s Eve celebrations carried on across China as normal, with gatherings large and small marking the occasion and watching the Chinese Central Television’s (CCTV) The Chinese New Year Gala. This CCP tradition, dating back to 1983, when TV sets became widely available, has evolved into one of the most significant media events for CCP propaganda. The atmosphere was festive, and few gave much thought to the rumors of a virus. But just after midnight—immediately following the party’s triumphant messaging—CCTV abruptly announced that a coronavirus outbreak was spreading like an epidemic. Panic set in. When I went to buy masks the next morning, they were already sold out.

I spent another terrifying week in China before managing to catch literally the last flight back to America—just before Trump’s ban on incoming flights from China took effect.

Although the world has yet to determine how the virus escaped the Wuhan lab, I can personally attest that the Chinese government knowingly allowed potentially infected citizens to travel to the U.S. and other countries, accelerating its global spread. Meanwhile, the CCP banned all flights from Wuhan to Beijing, in an apparent effort to prevent the virus from reaching China’s political center.

The CCP also worked to silence those who tried to warn the public, including Dr. Li Wenliang, the Wuhan doctor who was the first one to raise concerns about a SARS-like virus on the Chinese social media app WeChat.

In just a few months, COVID-19 spread across the globe, claiming millions of lives, causing widespread suffering, and inflicting immense economic damage—exacerbated by ineffectual, totalitarian lockdowns modeled after the CCP’s response.

A report released July 8, 2024, by the Heritage Foundation, a conservative think tank, revealed that the total economic damages to the United States from COVID-19 are more than $18 trillion, and COVID-19 resulted in more than 38 million excess deaths globally and over 1 million in the United States alone.22

In addition to the human and economic toll, COVID-19 significantly impacted the 2020 election, leading to an unprecedented expansion of mail-in voting. This shift raised concerns about election integrity, as it created opportunities for irregularities, casting doubt on the legitimacy of the results.

COVID also brought draconian lockdowns, mask mandates, vaccine requirements, and widespread censorship, giving many Americans their first experience with a level of totalitarianism reminiscent of the CCP’s control tactics.

Five years after COVID-19 swept through the United States, we still have no answers about how the virus leaked from the Wuhan lab—and no one has held the CCP accountable. How is that even possible? Why did the Biden administration show such little interest in uncovering the truth?

This is the hard reality—the CCP has been waging an undeclared cold war against the United States for a long time, warming it up gradually by using chemical and biological weapons like opioids and viruses.

Future War with the United States

While many Americans are still grappling with the question of whether the CCP released the COVID virus accidentally or intentionally, a far more sobering reality confronts us: The Chinese Communist Party—and its military arm, the People’s Liberation Army (PLA)—has long viewed war with the United States as inevitable and is actively preparing for such a conflict.

CCP General Chi Haotian, China’s Minister of National Defense from 1993 to 2003, openly stated as early as 1999 that China must seize the initiative in any future war with the United States. The PLA’s strategy centers on surprise, speed, and overwhelming force—drawing clear parallels to Germany’s blitzkrieg tactics in World War II. This warning revealed by Representative Bob Schaffer was officially recorded in the 2002 U.S. Congressional Record.23

After his retirement, General Chi reportedly stated in a 2005 internal speech that the most effective way to win a war—and fully capitalize on the victory—would be to use biological weapons to “clear out” the United States: to keep the land, but not the people.24

The speech was widely circulated online. While its authenticity cannot be independently verified under the CCP’s tight information control, its rhetoric and intent are all too familiar to those of us who grew up under the party’s relentless vilification of perceived enemies—both foreign and domestic—and seeing that hostility put into practice.

Meanwhile, the rapid advancement of gene technology has raised real concerns about the development of genetic weapons capable of targeting specific racial groups25—making such threats more plausible and increasingly urgent.

The CCP targets not just the population, but the very systems that sustain the nation. Just as I was about to finalize this manuscript, news broke that federal authorities had charged several Chinese nationals with conspiracy and smuggling biological pathogens into the United States for use in university laboratories and research institutions. These pathogens pose a potential agroterrorism threat, capable of infecting vital crops and undermining America’s food security.26
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To understand why the American people were never warned about any of this is to recognize that President Trump’s tariffs were never merely about trade—but about confronting a much deeper existential threat posed by the CCP.

To truly grasp how the Chinese Communist Party has become such a monstrous threat to the United States and the entire world, we must return to the beginning—over a century ago, to China.

Surprisingly, it all began with America.
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CHAPTER 2

ABANDONING AMERICA FOR RUSSIA

The Chinese term for America, Mei Guo (美国), translates to “beautiful country.” In the last years of the Qing Dynasty (1644–1911), many Chinese were already very familiar with America and viewed it as unique among Western nations.

Unsurprisingly, the U.S.–China relationship began with trade—a relationship that has evolved over centuries into perhaps the most consequential in the world today.

In March 1783, the American merchant ship Empress of China set sail carrying American ginseng and a trade delegation bound for China. Aware of the importance of the mission, the owners wrote formal instructions to its captain, John Green: “It is earnestly recommended to you as well on board as on Shore to cultivate the good will & friendship of all those with whom you may have dealing or Connections. You will probably be the first who shall display the American Flag in those distant regions, and a regard to your own personal honor will induce you to render it respectable by integrity and benevolence in all your conduct and dealings.” The ship arrived back in New York on May 11, 1785, filled with tea, silks, fine china, and gunpowder, returning a 25 percent profit. The U.S. government was pleased by the success of the voyage. In 1786, the United States sent its first diplomatic representative to China.1

From the outset, the United States set itself apart from imperial powers like Britain, France, Russia, and Japan, which waged wars against China and seized its territory. To offset its trade deficit, Britain flooded China with opium, triggering the Opium Wars and resulting in unequal treaties that ceded Hong Kong and opened treaty ports. France later joined Britain in the Second Opium War, further eroding China’s sovereignty.

Russia and Japan inflicted the greatest harm on China through repeated acts of aggression. Between 1858 and 1860, the Qing court was forced to cede more than a million square kilometers of land to Tsarist Russia. In 1904, Russia and Japan fought a war on Chinese soil, ending in Russia’s defeat. Japan later occupied Manchuria in 1931 and launched a full-scale invasion of China in 1937.

These foreign aggressions fueled a surge of anti-foreign imperialist sentiment, which was manipulated by the Qing rulers. In 1900, that hostility culminated in the Boxer Rebellion, a violent uprising that targeted foreigners—including businessmen and missionaries. After the rebellion was crushed by the Eight-Nation Alliance, which included the United States, the Qing government was forced to pay heavy indemnities.

The United States, however, stood apart by not keeping the indemnity. Instead, it reinvested the funds into initiatives aimed at helping China modernize. These efforts included the establishment of educational and medical institutions, such as Tsinghua University—now one of China’s premier institutions. Additionally, the United States used part of the indemnity to fund scholarships for Chinese students to study in America. From 1909 to 1937, the Boxer Indemnity Scholarship Program supported approximately 1,300 Chinese students for study in the United States,2 many of whom later played a crucial role in modernizing China.

This goodwill earned the gratitude and admiration of the Chinese people, who came to view the United States as a model to emulate and a symbol of progress and modernization.

No one, however, anticipated that, within a few short years, America’s respected standing would be shattered by the actions of one of its own leaders.

A New Republic

Starting in the mid-1800s, American missionaries began pouring into China, and by the early 1900s they had established a substantial presence. While focusing on spreading the Gospel, they also sought to promote democratic ideals.

Among the prominent figures was Young John Allen (1836–1907), a missionary and journalist who arrived in China in 1859. In addition to his religious work, he founded The Globe Magazine and Review of Times, using them to introduce Western culture, political thought, and liberal values to Chinese readers. Allen also translated numerous Western books into Chinese, which were widely read by scholars and Qing officials, sparking reform debates. Influential figures, including Kang Youwei, credited his work as a key source of inspiration.3 In 1875, Allen wrote an essay explaining concepts such as “democracy,” “constitution,” and “legislature” to help Chinese audiences grasp unfamiliar political ideas—while emphasizing he did not claim Western superiority.4

Through the works of Allen and others, Chinese intellectuals of the late Qing Dynasty greatly admired America and were familiar with its unique form of government and its standing among nations.

In 1902, the Shanghai Civilization Book Company published Summary of the U.S. Constitution, the first complete Chinese translation of the document as a standalone text. It was translated by Zhang Zongyuan (1877–unknown), a jurist and economist educated at the University of California, who called the Constitution “the progenitor (or forefather) of constitutional law in all nations.”5

In 1903, Zou Rong (1885–1905), a young revolutionary, published The Revolutionary Army, the most widely circulated revolutionary text of its time. It inspired future leaders such as Chiang Kai-shek. Zou envisioned a Chinese republic modeled on the U.S. Constitution and the spirit of the American Revolution, free from Manchui rule and founded on American-style self-governance.

American-inspired ideas of representative democracy helped fuel the 1911 Revolution, also known as the Xinhai Revolution. On February 12, 1912, the Qing Dynasty was overthrown and the last emperor, Puyi—later portrayed in the Oscar-winning film The Last Emperor—was dethroned, ending China’s dynastic rule and ushering in a new republic.

One should take note that within the new republic lay the seeds of American ideals and the seeds of Christianity, sown through decades of tireless work by devoted missionaries.

However, the republic’s fragile beginning was quickly undermined. Sun Yat-sen (1866–1925), the revolutionary leader and first provisional president, was soon pressured to relinquish power to Yuan Shikai (1859–1916), a dominant warlord with control over the Beiyang Army. By securing the Qing emperor’s abdication, Yuan positioned himself to claim the presidency—an act that sowed the divisions that would ultimately fracture the young republic.

Despite internal tensions, on May 2, 1913, the United States officially recognized the new Chinese republic—becoming one of the first major powers to do so. President Woodrow Wilson extended diplomatic recognition to the Republic of China (ROC), offering “a greeting of welcome to the new China thus entering into the family of nations.”6

The newly formed republic, Asia’s first, embarked on an ambitious experiment to transform the nation, modeled after the United States, based on the principle of separation of powers among the executive, legislative, and judicial branches.7

Although it lasted only until 1928, a total span of sixteen years, it displayed several key features of a republic despite significant short-comings:


	Relatively fair and transparent elections (in 1918, more than 40 million participated in the election among a population of roughly 400 million)

	Multi-party system (within a short period, thirty-five active political parties emerged)

	A relatively independent judicial system

	Federal model of power distribution between central and local governments.8



Considering that China had been under dynastic rule for thousands of years, these achievements were anything but trivial. Indeed, they were monumental.

The vision of a genuine Republic of China, however, was quickly derailed. With less than four years as the president, Yuan betrayed the republic’s democratic ideals by proclaiming himself emperor. Facing widespread opposition, Yuan was forced to abandon his imperial ambitions after just eighty-three days. But the damage was done: Yuan’s actions severely undermined the legitimacy of the new government, known as the “Beiyang government,” or “Beijing government.” His death in 1916 further destabilized the regime.

Meanwhile, Sun Yat-sen, disillusioned and marginalized, retreated to the south in Guangzhou, where he eventually founded the Chinese Nationalist Party (Kuomintang or KMT) and began strategizing for the next revolution to overthrow the Beijing government and reclaim power.

Thus, the 1911 Revolution, which ended imperial rule and established the Republic of China, inadvertently set in motion a new revolution that would ultimately lead to its own demise.

Shattered Dreams

After World War I, the United States emerged as the world’s leading power. At the Paris Peace Conference, where the postwar international order was being shaped, U.S. President Woodrow Wilson was held in high regard and captured global attention. “For a brief interval, Wilson stood alone for mankind… He was transfigured in the eyes of men. He ceased to be a common statesman; he became a Messiah.”9

On January 8, 1918, President Wilson delivered his “Fourteen Points” speech to Congress, emphasizing self-determination, national sovereignty, and collective security. It was partly a response to Lenin’s “Decree on Peace,” issued two months earlier on November 8, 1917, which also called for peace based on self-determination and national sovereignty. Though both aimed to reshape the global order, their visions were rooted in opposing ideologies.

Wilson’s advocacy for “self-determination” inspired many weaker and smaller nations around the world, including China. Many Chinese viewed Wilson as a champion of oppressed nations and peoples, and the Chinese media widely hailed his peace ideals as a beacon of light for the world.

On the eve of the 1919 Paris Peace Conference, the Chinese had high hopes. They expected President Wilson to support their bid to reclaim the Shandong Province and help secure China’s equal standing among nations. The territory had been under German colonial control. With Germany defeated, China rightfully wanted it returned.

China’s expectation was further validated by its wartime contribution. Between 1916 and 1918, China had contributed about 140,000 laborers—the largest non-European workforce—to the Allied war effort, performing vital tasks such as trench digging, repairs, and artillery assembly.10

On March 1, the Chinese Students’ Alliance, representing about 1,400 Chinese students in the United States, presented a petition to President Wilson. They called him the “only great champion China has” and urged him to oppose Japan’s claim over Chinese territory.11

On April 25, a petition from Sun Yat-sen’s opposition government was forwarded to President Wilson, pressing him to denounce Japan’s Twenty-One Demands on China. The petition emphasized that these demands were contrary to the spirit of Wilson’s Fourteen Points, particularly the principle of self-determination.12

Wilson indeed tried to secure Shandong for China by making the case for China during the peace conference:


For China, it is not only for economic reasons that they want to get rid of all foreign concession in Shandong. It is because the area evokes the most sacred and historic memories [as the birthplace of Confucius] that she is particularly keen to remove foreign influence… My sympathy is with China, and we should not forget that in the future, the greatest danger to the world could well arise in the Pacific region.13



However, Wilson ultimately succumbed to pressure from Allied Powers, which had prewar agreements with Japan and looked after their own colonial interests, agreeing to grant Shandong to Japan. His decision was largely driven by his desire to secure support from these influential powers for the League of Nations, which he considered his crowning diplomatic achievement. Wilson rationalized that the league would serve as a mechanism for global peace and enable the United States and other major powers to monitor, critique, and potentially regulate Sino-Japanese relations.14 However, his vision inevitably proved to be mere wishful thinking.

Robert Lansing (1864–1928), Woodrow Wilson’s secretary of state, foresaw the potential dangers of the principle of self-determination.

He argued that its indiscriminate application could incite unrest and rebellion among colonized and minority populations, potentially destabilizing established governments. Lansing famously warned, “The phrase is simply loaded with dynamite. It will raise hopes which can never be realized.”15

After Wilson yielded to his own lofty idealism, Lansing wrote in his diary: “China has been abandoned to Japanese rapacity… I am heartsick over it, because I see how much good-will and regard the President is bound to lose. I can offer no adequate explanation to the critics. There seems to be none.” Lansing pledged to the Chinese delegates that he would do everything in his power to rectify the “great wrong” that had been committed. However, he was ultimately powerless to act.16

Paul Samuel Reinsch (1869–1923), a U.S. minister to China appointed by Wilson, reported from Beijing that people were “deeply depressed” and felt “utterly helpless.” Chinese officials, expressing disbelief, told him that they did not see how China could affix its signature to a treaty that sanctioned such an outrage. Reinsch, who had worked hard to build Chinese goodwill toward the United States during his tenure in Beijing, now saw his efforts collapse. Disheartened, he resigned soon after, in the form of a long, bitter letter to the president.17

The Chinese response was even more fervent and impassioned. As a victorious nation, they felt China was treated like a defeated country at the Paris Peace Conference. When this devastating news reached China, the goodwill that the Chinese had had toward the United States since the late Qing Dynasty instantly vanished. This goodwill had been built through the efforts of thousands of American missionaries over several generations and by the U.S. government itself. Wilson’s actions quickly transformed the Chinese people’s admiration for him and the America he represented into deep resentment.

Chinese youth, students, and intellectuals, who had long been immersed in American progress and optimism, developed an unprecedented despair and outrage toward the West as represented by the United States.

The disillusionment of American-educated Chinese intellectuals was clear at the Paris Peace Conference. Wellington Koo, a Columbia-trained lawyer and China’s chief negotiator, was disappointed that Wilson’s Fourteen Points were barely discussed. Wang Zhengting, a Yale-educated expert in international law and fellow delegate, saw only one path forward: “No hope now for China, save in revolution.”18

On July 25, immediately after the Paris Peace Conference concluded, Moscow issued the “Karakhan Manifesto,” authored by the Soviet deputy commissioner for foreign affairs Lev Karakhan. As a direct response to the Shandong Resolution, the manifesto declared the Soviet government’s intent to relinquish all unequal treaties previously signed by the tsarist regime.19

This action underscored the warning
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