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​Preface

The teaching ministry is important to the
furtherance of the Kingdom of God and the Church. It is my prayer
that the information presented in this work will bring clarity,
appreciation, and understanding to the teaching ministry.

Numerous works have been produced which
highlight the ministries listed in Ephesians 4. This book is to be
used in connection with other publications. Many authors focus on
the functions of the teacher and minister. My intent is to bring
balance by focusing on the character requirements of those walking
in this office and possessing this anointing.

Roderick Levi Evans


​Introduction

At His departure, Jesus instructed the
disciples to go to Jerusalem to await the promise of the Father. On
the day of Pentecost, this promise was fulfilled with the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit was given so that the work of
Jesus Christ would continue on the earth. The Ministerial
Endowments Series is designed to bring clarity to the gifts and
ministries given to the Church. It is our prayer that believers
will be enlightened and encouraged.

In the publication:

The scriptures reveal that God has set
ministries and gifts in the Church. The ministries of the apostle
and the prophet provided the foundation for the Church. However,
their ministries alone could not advance the Church. Thus, God set
other ministries within the Church; more specifically, the teaching
ministry. This ministry is important for the equipping, perfecting,
and maturing of the saints.

In the pages of this book, we will discuss
the ministry of the teacher in detail. A proper understanding of
this ministry will help individuals recognize and appreciate its
functionality in the Church.


​Chapter 1

What is a Teacher?

And God hath set some in the church, thirdly
teachers... (I Cor. 12:28)

Teachers are anointed to expound upon the
word of God. Often times, they are anointed apologists of the Word.
They will look at the Word: line upon line and precept upon
precept. They possess the revelation and knowledge of God
concerning the scriptures. Their ministry is devalued at times, but
their ministry is very important. Let us look at this ministry more
closely.

The word teacher originates from the Greek
word, didaskalos, which means an instructor. Some commentators have
determined that Ephesians 4:11 should be read pastor-teacher
instead of pastors and teachers.

They assert that it is not one of the
ministry offices. However, after God set apostles and prophets in
the Church, He then placed teachers. This is so the Church can be
grounded in Him.

Teachers are chosen to reveal the principles
and doctrines of the faith. They are anointed to communicate
biblical truths in a practical manner. Before going into detail
concerning the ministry of the teacher, we want to present some
foundational truths concerning their ministries.

The Tasks of the Teaching Ministry

Teachers help the Church to grow through
their ministry. Teachers provide systematic guidelines for living
in the Kingdom. Apollos was a recognized teacher in the early
church. The Corinthian church respected him as a teacher.

I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave
the increase. (I Corinthians 3:6) see also Acts 18:24 -28.

The office of the teacher is a valid ministry
in the Church. Some commentators have determined that Ephesians
4:11 should be read pastor-teacher instead of pastors and teachers.
Therefore, it is not one of the ministry offices.

However, after God set apostles and prophets
in the Church, He then placed teachers. This is so the Church can
be grounded in Him. We should not receive this ministry as boring
or useless, it is vital to the foundation of the Church.

And God hath set some in the Church, first
apostles, and secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers… (I
Corinthians 12:28a)

Now there were in the Church at Antioch
certain prophets and teachers… (Acts 13:1a)

Signs and wonders should follow their
ministry as well as the other offices. Those who are called to this
office should expect God to move in their ministries. God always
confirms His word.

The same came to Jesus by night, and said
unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for
no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with
him.(John 3:2)

The teacher’s primary ministry is to expound
upon the Word. The Word is most effective when it is taught and
demonstrated (signs and wonders following).

The Tenant of the Teaching Ministry

Teachers abide by one major tenant or rule.
They want to see the people of God informed. They will work to see
that the believers have the right information that will lead them
to God. Teachers are concerned for the growth and stability of the
Church.

They have the responsibility to promote
spiritual truth and insights through proper explanation and
application of the scriptures. They will have insight into what God
is saying in the scriptures. However, they must be careful not to
misinterpret God’s personal involvement in an individual’s life by
the misappropriation of scriptures.

Teachers must be careful not to become so
dogmatic that they do not allow the Spirit of God to speak through
them. They must guard themselves against spiritual pride because of
the knowledge they possess. They may begin to teach against
something that is of God because of personal opinion. The tenant
that they abide by causes vulnerability in this area.


​Chapter 2

The Call of a Teacher

God calls individuals to the teaching office
in many ways. In the Old and New Testaments, we discover that God
called men in different manners. God’s call to the teaching office
is important.

The teacher’s ministry is needed if the
Church is going to grow in grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ.
Therefore, God has to establish the one called to this ministry
through how He calls them.

There are individuals who occupy want to be
teachers without any anointing or grace to do it. Education does
not qualify one to teach in the Church. A clear undeniable call and
endowment from the Lord is necessary. Always remember that a person
who may teach by profession is not always the one who is anointed
to teach in the Church. It is a God-given ministry.

This chapter is designed to help believers
recognize the call to teach upon others and themselves. We will
look at scriptural examples of how the Lord called individuals to
understand the call of the teacher.

New to the Call to Teach

The call of a teacher is unique from others
in one respect. Though all ministers receive their calling from the
Lord, the call to teach comes with a direct challenge to instruct
and educate the Body of Christ.

We have previously stated that one who
teaches by profession is not the qualifying factor for a teacher in
the Church.

God calls teachers in order to ground the
people in spiritual truth and understanding. Consequently, those
who are called to teach need to be sure of their call.

Since the New Testament introduces us to the
ministry of the teacher, which developed thirdly in the Church, we
will use two main examples from these texts to understand the
teacher’s call.

Jesus & Paul

Paul was an apostle of the Lord, without
question. However, we know by the scriptures that Paul also
occupied the office of the teacher. Repeatedly, in his texts, he
reaffirmed the call to teach.

Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an
apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) a teacher of
the Gentiles in faith and verity.1 Tim 2:7 (KJV)

Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an
apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. 2 Tim 1:11 (KJV)

Paul realized that in his apostleship, there
was a definite call to teach. If you want to teach, make sure you
have a definite call from the Lord. Without such, you could be
operating in an area that you should not. All believers are to know
and understand biblical truths, but God anoints individuals to
teach.

Paul assurance of his call to teach came from
his experience with Jesus. After his conversion, Jesus took him
aside and taught him the gospel. This reveals that if you are
called to teach, you will experience impartations of knowledge and
understanding from the Lord.

For I have received of the Lord that which
also I delivered unto you…1 Cor 11:23 (KJV)

Not all of your doctrine will be from men,
but Christ will personally reveal truths to you. All of these
things take place when you are new to the call and continue
throughout the life and ministry of the teacher.

Noticing the Call to Teach

Once an individual notices and receives a
call to the teaching office, there must be a response and answer to
the Lord. Before the teacher is processed for service (discussed in
the next chapter), there are certain things that the future teacher
has to do.

Study the Word

The teacher’s office comes with great
commission – instruct members of the Body of Christ. He will be
responsible for spiritual growth, development, and advancement of
those in the Church.

Therefore, the teacher has to have a clear
understanding of the word of God. He has to know how to make the
word of God applicable to lives of the people. A sure of way of
this is consistently study the word of God.

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth. 2 Tim 2:15 (KJV)

You cannot teach what you do not know. The
teacher has to live by Paul’s exhortation to Timothy. The teacher
who will be effectively will consistently be in pursuit for the
knowledge of God and His word.

Knowledge of the scriptures makes one wise
concerning salvation. The one who is called to teach will need
wisdom in connection with their knowledge. This is done through the
study and dissection of the scriptures.

And that from a child thou hast known the
holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 2 Tim 3:15 (KJV)

Study Others

After perceiving a call to the teaching
office, a time of learning is needed to ensure the teacher’s
success. The teacher is called in a personal way, but God will use
others to perfect the teaching ministry in an individual. Earlier,
we spoke of Paul’s call to teach.

Paul’s experience reveals the personal way in
which Jesus calls and equips a teacher. However, the story of
Apollos reveals that God will use others to aid in one’s acceptance
of the office to teach.

In the Book of Acts introduces us to Apollos.
The scriptures say that he was mighty in the Old Testament
scriptures.

And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at
Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, came to
Ephesus. This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being
fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of
the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John. Acts 18:24-25 (KJV)

Apollos knew the way of the Lord. This means
that he believed in the God of Israel. He understood spiritual
truths, but his knowledge was not complete. He was not ready to be
loosed upon the Church as a teacher. God allowed others in the
faith to
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