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FOREWORD

Archaeologists have discovered evidence of conflict going back ten 

thousand years or more. Unfortunately, we are all too aware of how 

much war continues to be a part of people's daily lives. 

Poetry has often been written at times of war, and it is, I believe, the 

medium best suited to deal with the onslaught of emotions that war 

brings forth. Poetry is also capable of harshly placing readers squarely in 

the shoes of another, whether that is the boots of a soldier or the bare 

feet of a fleeing family. It is because of this that I think poetry has the 

power to change things, to build our empathy until we all realise the 

never tired statement that, in war, there are no winners. 

joseph coelho
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It is my hope that through these poems you will see first hand the 

impact of wars and their futility both past and present. I hope that 

these poems will move you to a shared dream of a future where war is 

never seen as an option because through Homer you will remember the 

heartache of lost friendships, and through Dunbar the sacrifices made 

by communities, and through Yusuf the injustices that wars breed, and 

through Kerech the cultures that wars destroy. Naturally, there are 

difficult topics covered through these poems – war is, after all, a bloody 

affair that rips at the heart. But there is also bravery and resilience and 

inspiration in these verses. There are poems by children who found their 

voice through poetry, and poems of beauty written in confinement in the 

darkest of situations. The human spirit never fails to strive forward, never 

fails to shine, and you will see it at its most vivid within these pages.
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So often, talk of war leads to a feeling of hopelessness, but when I talk 

to young people, I am forever left hopeful. Each generation by definition 

does things differently, and rails against what has gone before. 

When I meet with young people, I see bright, wise minds 

that feel deeply, know their own hearts and care 

about the hearts of others. That’s why I am 

hopeful that you, dear reader, will help 

build a future where war is no longer 

part of the human experience. 

Where instead, it is poetry 

that provides our only needed 

remembrance of what war 

has previously wrought.








9



































OEBPS/images/cover.jpg





































































































OEBPS/nav.xhtml






		Cover



		Dedication



		Copyright



		Title Page



		Contents



		Foreword by Joseph Coelho



		Extract from the Iliad



		Homer



		The Trojan War



		‘The Charge of the Light Brigade’



		Alfred, Lord Tennyson



		The Crimean War  



		‘The Colored Soldiers’



		Paul Laurence Dunbar



		The American Civil War  



		‘Dulce et Decorum est’



		‘After a Bad Deam’



		Wilfred Owen



		Gerrit Engelke



		The First World War  



		‘The Butterfly’



		Pavel Friedmann



		The Holocaust



		‘The War’



		Michael Rosen



		The Second World War



		‘During a War’



		Naomi Shihab Nye



		The War on Terror



		Extract from ‘The Writer’s Rights’



		Asha Lul Mohamud Yusuf



		The Somali Civil War



		‘Lament for Syria’



		Amineh Abou Kerech



		The Syrian War



		‘Letters to a Dead Soldier’



		Maria Docheva



		The Russia-Ukraine War



		‘Where Does Our Power Lie?’



		Joseph Coelho



		Glossary



		Credits













		Words From War



		Start













		Cover



		2



		3



		4



		5



		6



		7



		8



		9



		10



		11



		12



		13



		14



		15



		16



		17



		18



		19



		20



		21



		22



		23



		24



		25



		26



		27



		28



		29



		30



		31



		32



		33



		34



		35



		36



		37



		38



		39



		40



		41



		42



		43



		44



		45



		46



		47



		48



		49



		50



		51



		52



		53



		54



		55



		56



		57



		58



		59



		60



		61



		62



		63



		64



		65



		66



		67



		68



		69



		70



		71



		72



		73



		74



		75



		76



		77



		78



		79



		80



































































































