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To Jim,

Sometimes our lives consist of the mundane and the mayhem, but God has blessed this crazy life we live. Thank you for your endless support, endless love, and countless hours of patience as I write and speak about Christ. “Nothing’s Gonna Stop Us Now” as we continue to Live Life in Full Bloom with Jesus.


A person standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but two can stand back-to-back and conquer. Three are even better, for a triple-braided cord is not easily broken.


Ecclesiastes 4:12
What readers are saying...

What a beautiful devotional book! I love the wonderful stories Mary weaves throughout the book. She is a gifted writer sharing hope and the love of our God, who makes our lives far from mundane. Even in sharing about her bathroom remodel, she shares golden nuggets like, "I pray every drop of water from my new rain shower head will remind me Christ washes away my sins." Awesome!

- Doris Swift, Author of “Goodbye, Regret: Forgiving Yourself of Past Mistakes”

A good devotion or devotional book contains elements of nostalgia, scripture, actionable faith, relatable life circumstances and something to discern in my own life. Mary does a masterful job in her craft of checking these boxes. As an agriculture business, we are proud to now Live Life in Full Bloom as Mary already shared with us how to Bloom Where You’re Planted.

- Integrity Ag Group, Heath Conklin and Michael Rushing

Live Life in Full Bloom leaves you with...a sense of happiness, hope and sense of peace of God’s love and understanding.  Mary’s work is easy to read, and her devotional will touch your life in a similar way.”
- David C. Thorbahn
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​How to use this devotional
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Your devotional can be used in multiple ways.

	You can read it like a book, as you enjoy one God story after another.

	Read one devotion each morning and allow God to speak to your heart throughout your day.

	You can randomly select a topic of interest each day, allow God to lead you to the title of choice for your morning devotions.

	Read the book with a friend or a group. Conversations and discussions with others will always provide more insight on the topic. You will be amazed how each devotion speaks differently to others.

	Journal your thoughts each day. There are sample pages from my Live Life in Full Bloom Journal at the end of the book. You will find a Daily Gratitude section which challenges you to focus on a new blessing each day. You can purchase the accompanying journal at https://maryrodman.com/books.
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​Thank You


[image: ]


Until you begin to put words to a page and pages into a book you never realize exactly how many people are involved in a project.

My family and friends often set the stage for my devotions and I thank each of you for allowing your lives to be an open book for God’s glory. The life we live together and the stories I share become God moments to touch the lives of others.

As the journey continues, acquaintances not only become friends, they become sisters in Christ. Thank you, Diane K. Bell of Legacy Lane Publishing for your marketing and publishing expertise. I am forever grateful for the knowledge you shared and our wonderful conversations as we worked together on this project.

God set the wheels in motion many years ago when he brought Rev. Dick Smyers to our small country church. Thank you, Pastor Dick, for leading me to the Lord as a young teenager and for still calling me “the kid” after all these years. The impact you made upon my life has now trickled down into the lives of others.

Your daughter Christine Dillion came to my rescue with her beautiful photography. Thank you, Christine Lynn Photography for the perfect pictures for the devotions, “Social Media” and “Bluebirds and Mimosa Trees.”

My readers, how do I even begin to thank you for the blessings you have bestowed upon me? Prior to publishing my first devotional, Bloom Where You’re Planted, I had only shared a few of my devotions with others. As a result of their encouragement I sought publication and my life began to change. My intentions were to bless the lives of others with my thoughts about God’s presence in our everyday lives, but I received more blessings than I ever gave. I was soon overwhelmed by the reviews I received with kind words such as: “I love the way Mary uses everyday life experiences to connect with God. She has a gift for writing and her short devotionals are ‘just right’ for a daily read.” ~Nancy Bowman




“We all have moments of frustration with whatever our current life-path is...Although each devotion focuses on a different area, the theme is the same: You aren't where you are by accident. Seek God fully and see what He has in store for you there.” ~Kindle Customer



“Mary does an excellent job of using real life experiences to connect with God. I would highly recommend this book to anyone who needs a word of encouragement or a way to look at everyday experiences in the light of God's grace.” ~Angie H




Words like these and others, have blessed my life beyond measure. I soon realized that God had bigger plans than a devotional book. My ministry began to grow and I made the decision to Live Life in Full Bloom wherever God leads. God has blessed me with a “retirement career” I love—writing and speaking about Jesus!

No thank you would be complete without also saying, “Thank you Jesus Christ for allowing me to Bloom as we walk this crazy adventure together. From the mundane to the mayhem You are forever a present of my life.”
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​A thank you gift for you...
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	Download these free products at https://maryrodman.com/landers/bloom-where-you-re-planted-sneak-peek. 	Blessings Devotions from Bloom Where You’re Planted to bless your life.

	More encouragement can be found at the Bloom with Jesus Blog!
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​About the Author
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Mary resides in Radnor, Ohio with her husband, Jim. Together they enjoy farm life, hard work, vacations, family and friends. She is a farm girl who discovered her niche as a Christian author and speaker. Mary loves to share about the Lord through both her written and spoken words. Mary’s life is an open book as she shares her joys, her struggles and embarrassing moments.

Mary finds joy in helping others cultivate and grow their relationship with the Lord.

She is the author of the devotional book, Bloom Where You’re Planted, which “is a wonderful gift for those strong in faith and those just ‘blossoming’ (Anonymous).” Her devotional books are a journey through her life. You will laugh and cry as you relate to Mary’s day to day life with Jesus. Her unique style of writing intertwines the gospel with her easy to understand stories. Her devotional formats vary and leave you searching for more. They include—Points to Ponder, Suggested Scripture Reading, a few poems, and even a recipe created in her own kitchen. Bloom Daily Devotional Series Book 1, Bloom Where You’re Planted can be purchased at https://maryrodman.com/books.
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​Foreword
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So Who is Mary Rodman and why should you make these devotionals part of your daily walk with God?

I believe the best answer to both these questions is best stated by Mary herself:

“I am Mary Rodman, who was saved by God’s grace. I am a simple, beautiful, humble, gifted, disciple of God, whom He chose to write my crazy stories, intertwine them with scripture and share with the world.” (Taken directly from the devotional within these pages, “Who are You?”)

Mary’s passion for life and living according to God’s Word is self-evident in each and every story she weaves...Stories from her own humble daily life with family and friends.

Her divine gift? “Seeing” teaching moments in everyday mundane events. She then pivots them into humorous, divinely inspired devotions...each designed to capture your heart and bring you joy as you’re gently reminded of God’s grace in your life.

I’ve been privileged to share the final part of this journey with Mary. It’s been an honor to help her publish this book and guide her to include special gifts for you. Be sure to visit her website and pick them up here.

Think of Mary when you’re looking for an inspirational speaker, or a facilitator for your next weekend retreat...you’ll be glad you did!

Diane K. Bell/ Publisher-in-Chief

LegacyLanePublishing.com
	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Introduction
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We recently remodeled our master bathroom. One of the first steps in the project was the removal of a six-foot-wide mirror from the wall. It now leans against our bedroom wall, but it has been rotated. Instead of being six-foot-wide, it is now six-foot-tall which gives me a totally different perspective than before. We do not intend to leave it there permanently yet I have grown accustomed to the benefits of a tall mirror.

This mirror gives me the opportunity to reflect upon my physical appearance. I can see an entire outfit from head to toe and decide if it looks appropriate for the occasion. Sometimes I stand in front of the mirror with a selection of jewelry to make a decision. Unfortunately, I also see the aging process taking place quicker than I would like. But according to Job 12:12, “Wisdom belongs to the aged, and understanding to the old.” So, if aging gives me wisdom, I will take it all in stride.

What my mirror can’t show me is my inner beauty, my wisdom, or my soul. No man-made item can show these items only a sovereign God has this ability. Our souls are a deep part of us which can only be strengthened through a relationship with Christ. We often neglect our own soul even though the condition of our soul will determine our outlook on life.

The Biblical wisdom referred to in Job is not wisdom you and I just stumble upon. Our relationship with Christ directly impacts our wisdom, which in turn affects the condition of our soul. Much like your relationships with your spouse, friends, or co-workers, your connection with Christ needs nurtured. You have to continually work on your relationship to make it stronger.

In his study, Soul Keeping​[i], John Ortberg says, “We live in a world that teaches us to be more concerned with the condition of our cars, or our careers, or our portfolios than the condition of our souls. Maybe because a dent in a soul is more easily concealed than a dented car. Maybe because a dented soul is harder to fix. After a while, the dents pile up, and they stop bothering us. We hardly notice. One dent more isn’t going to make much difference.”

Just like the directionnel change of the mirror gave me a new perspective of myself, Jesus is the only One who can give us a new perspective on the condition of our soul. Ortberg goes on to say, “I am responsible to take care of my soul not just for my own sake. The condition of my soul will affect the people around me, just as when my body is sick. It can infect others who get too close.”

On a scale of 1-10: 1 your soul is in utter turmoil and 10 your soul is in excellent condition and connected to God, what number would you select?

In order for us to care for our souls we need to have a healthy relationship with Christ. Solomon tells us “The Lord grants wisdom! From his mouth come knowledge and understanding.” (Proverbs 2:6). Even though the Lord grants us wisdom, we have to seek and desire it. A relationship with God is no different than a relationship with a loved one. It can wither, be stagnant, or grow and bloom.

My first book, Bloom Where You’re Planted, was a set of devotions written to help you see God in your everyday life. Live Life in Full Bloom is the same principle. It’s not about the mutation of a purple iris to a white one, or a baby bird which startled me, or my brother-in-law’s new toilet (all devotions in this book). The stories are simply a means to see God in every aspect of our lives. In return, our relationship with the Lord will grow. This growth will give us a healthier soul. A healthy soul will help you focus on the promises of God and bloom in your ministry.

In Live Life in Full Bloom every devotion will be different. Some will contain the scripture, others will only share the reference. The length will vary and the platform will change. The variety leaves the challenge up to you. You have the choice to make. Do you desire to know God more? Will you take the relationship further and dig deeper each day to fill a void in your soul? Or do you allow the moment to pass and simply whisk it away with the other clutter in your life? As you read each devotion, allow the message to resonate in your heart. Ask Jesus to open your heart to its significance or a passage of scripture. I pray you will rate the condition of your soul a little higher on our scale of 1-10 by the time you read the conclusion.
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Mary’s unique style of seeing God in her everyday life is evident in Bloom Daily Devotional Series Book 1, Bloom Where You’re Planted. It contains 99 devotions which will empower you to look at your path of the mundane and the mayhem differently. Purchase a copy today at https://maryrodman.com/books.
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​Give It Your All
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At a recent event known as the Walk to Emmaus I was blessed to be on the leadership team and help lead discussions with some wonderful ladies. On our last day, we asked one another about our favorite Bible story. For me it was so hard to choose. You have the story of Esther. The Samaritan Woman. The woman who touched Jesus’ robe. Peter walked on water. How do you choose just one? I admit I don't remember which one I selected, but I remember Iola's favorite. It was the widow woman's offering.

This short story in the Bible wasn't even on my top ten list, so when Iola mentioned this story it piqued my interest. I have always felt that Jim and I are good financial stewards, so these few verses never made much of an impact. I always read them with pride in my heart. Give financially, yep done, checked off my list of good deeds. What an attitude, because the story is about much more than financial stewardship!


While Jesus was in the Temple, he watched the rich people dropping their gifts in the collection box. Then a poor widow came by and dropped in two small coins. “I tell you the truth,” Jesus said, “this poor widow has given more than all the rest of them. For they have given a tiny part of their surplus, but she, poor as she is, has given everything she has.” Luke 21:1-4




I read these verses several times over the next couple of days, and studied the footnotes in my Bible. God calls for us to give our all. Not just financially, but in every area of our lives. I am now convicted every time I read, “For they have given a tiny part of their surplus, but she, poor as she is, has given everything she has.” Jesus calls us to give all of our time to serve others. All of our strength for the trials in life. All of our compassion for the hurting. All of our gifts and talents. In every area of our lives, we should take intentional steps to give all we have to Christ.

In these verses, Jesus isn’t concerned about a money issue. He is concerned about a heart issue. The widow wasn't blessed because she gave financially. She was blessed because she gave from her heart. She reminds me of David, a man after God’s own heart. (1 Samuel 13:14). She was a woman after God's own heart. She wasn’t a woman who simply gave monetarily, she was a woman who invested in the kingdom of God with all of her heart, all of her mind, and all of her soul. (Matthew 22:37).


Dear Lord,

I ask your forgiveness for my foolish pride and for the time I spend on worldly items, which do not point others to Christ. Change my heart Lord, so I desire to serve You with my whole heart, my whole mind, and my whole soul. Help me to use my gifts and my talents within your church, and the ministries which bless You. Lord give me strength to go above and beyond what I feel is possible each day, because with You everything is possible. Please help me grow stronger in my faith and become a Christian who desires to see others as You see them. Make me more like the Widow Woman and turn me into a woman who is after God’s own heart. You have asked for my best Lord, and for today, I give You my all.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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​White Iris
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The flowerbed beside our driveway is full of iris. One variety has a small, dark purple bloom. Today when I looked at all the beautiful purple flowers, I did a double take. Right in the middle of the purple iris was a single white iris bloom! I have never planted white iris at my home, so I considered it a gift from God. The white bloom stood out amongst all of deep purple flowers. It was so radiant and I quickly snapped a photo to show a couple of my friends.

As I scurried about my evening routine, I reflected on the white flower and looked at the picture numerous times. The white flower is a symbol of so many biblical truths. Color mutation—God is the creator of everything. Yesterday, today and tomorrow. He created the white iris from the genetics of a purple one. White—the color of purity. Jesus was the only pure person to walk this earth, and with His purity comes an opportunity for us to have eternal life. Single flower—let your light shine. Be who Jesus has called you to be in this world. Even when you are the only white flower in the crowd, show it boldly. My white iris beautifully illustrates this scripture.

In the beginning the Word was with God,

and the Word was God.

He existed in the beginning with God.

God created everything through him,

and nothing was created except through him.

The Word gave life to everything that was created,

and his life brought light to everyone.

The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness can never extinguish it.

(John 1:1-5)
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THE GOSPEL OF JOHN helps us understand that the Word, or Jesus, existed from the beginning. God created everything through Him. From the mountains to the seas, the flowers to the birds, He created it all. He is still in the creation business today, just like He created a white iris from purple ones. Just as the white iris is a new creation, we are a new creation in Christ. (2 Corinthians 5:17).

You often see portraits of Jesus dressed in white. White is a symbol of purity. He was sinless, without flaw, and perfect in every way. Through His perfection, He provided redemption for our sins. His death and resurrection, “brought light to everyone.” (John 1:4b). The white iris reminds me of the old hymn, “What can wash away my sins, nothing but the blood of Jesus.​[ii]” This perfect Lamb of God washed away our sins so we may be pure and white, just like the white iris.

Once you accept Jesus as your Savior, the Light is part of your life and the darkness slowly fades. Difficulties will come your way. The loss of loved ones. Financial struggles. Divorce. Rebellious children. Crying babies. However, no circumstance you face is in total darkness. He is the true Light in a dark world. Christ is your White Iris in a flowerbed of worldly problems.

There is the twist in the story though. The next day I had two white irises. The third day three and this morning I have white iris blooms in several places. This is an example of the glory of Christ! When you shine your light in a dark world, you show the love of Christ. Soon others are led to His amazing grace and Christians multiply like the white irises in my flowerbed!

As you scurry about your daily routine, focus on the White Iris called Jesus. He is still and will always be in the creation business. He is the Light of the world. His Light will shine bright in the darkest moments of your life. So, continue to celebrate your salvation and shine your light for Jesus!
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​Toilet
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During our recent visit to Florida, my brother-in-law Bumpy was proud to show off his new toilet. Prior to our arrival, their friends had come to visit and stayed at their home for about a week. On the second day of their visit, the gentleman announced, “Bumpy you need to fix this toilet. It sits too low.”

As is typical of Bumpy off to the hardware store they went to purchase a new tall toilet. Not only did he purchase a new toilet, but he also purchased a special toilet seat for his guests. Why a special toilet seat you ask? All because his friend's wife didn't like the seat which came with the toilet. By evening, the toilet had been replaced.

My reaction to this situation was one of shock. I wanted to say, “Are you kidding me! They are guests in your home, and they have the audacity to complain about the height of the toilet and request a special toilet seat? How ungrateful!”

Not Bumpy. He never felt they were rude or ungrateful in any manner. He shared the toilet upgrade story with a chuckle and a smile on his face.

How many of us look at life with a Bumpy attitude? We often allow our “right to be offended” control our emotions. We get upset when someone crosses the line, or is inconsiderate, ungrateful, or just simply rude. Bumpy could have easily become angry at their request, but he chose to look at the positive side of the situation. A new toilet and special toilet seat. Plain and simple. No reason to be offended.

Paul challenges us to live a life which allows us to overlook the flaws of others and to live life with a Bumpy attitude.




Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony. And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him to God the Father. (Colossians 3:12-14,17 - Emphasis added)



One of the hardest lessons in life is to allow for one another's faults and offer forgiveness. The toilet lesson taught Jim and I to have a Bumpy attitude in life. When one of us gets upset or offended by someone's actions the other one says, “remember the toilet.” Which simply means, it is trivial and unimportant, so let it go and see the good in the situation.

These verses remind us to model Christ with our words and our actions. It isn't always the easiest attitude to take, but it is what we are called to do. Next time you are offended by someone, say to yourself, “remember the toilet” and have a Bumpy attitude in life.
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​Deep Roots
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Just down the road from us is a bridge which crosses the Scioto River. As you cross the river and look you will see a tree which has become its own island. I suppose over time the river shifted and caused it to stand alone. Every time the flood waters come; I wonder if this big tree is strong enough to withstand the rush of the water. So far so good because the tree still stands after the spring floods.

Right now, the water level is low and I can see part of the tree’s root system. I honestly don’t remember this before. All of the floods this year must have washed away more dirt from around the roots. I have observed root systems before but I am fascinated by this one. I suppose it is the size, or maybe the fact I have been intrigued by this tree for over a year. The roots are massive, strong, and woven together in a ball. All of these roots look like a huge, tangled, gnarly maze, yet they support the tree through flood after flood.

In order for us to Live Life in Full Bloom, we need deep roots intertwined with Christ. Those roots are strengthened when we follow Jesus instructions found in 1 Corinthians 13:13. “Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love.” These three promises will give us the roots to withstand the storms in life and to endure those moments when agony floods our souls.

Faith isn’t just a one-way stream it flows both directions. God is faithful to His believers as we read in Lamentations 3:23. “Great is his faithfulness; his mercies begin afresh each morning.” But Jesus also calls us to trust in Him. “The Good News shows how God makes people right with himself—that it begins and ends with faith. As the Scripture says, ‘But those who are right with God will live by faith.’” (Romans 1:17 NCV).

Max Lucado eloquently describes faith. “Faith is the belief that God is real and that God is Good...It is a choice to believe that the one who made it all hasn’t left it all and that he still sends light into the shadows and responds to gestures of   faith​[iii].”

Paul says we need more than faith, we also need hope. “We put our hope in the Lord. He is our help and our shield.” (Psalm 33:20). God commands us to hold tight to Him on those difficult days of life. Don’t ever lose hope, because our hope is in Christ. He is in control and knows how much we can withstand! Faith ties us to this hope, because if we have faith in the scriptures, we are able to read about the hope God provides. “The Lord is good to those who hope in him, to those who seek him.” (Lamentations 3:25 NCV).

Faith, hope and love. Love ties it all together. It is the heart of what it takes to be God’s disciple. “So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each other. Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.” (John 13:34-35). Love encircles faith and hope. Just as the flood water circles the tree, love circles our lives. Our faith and hope give us the ability to love when we don’t feel it is possible. We suddenly see others through Jesus’ loving eyes.

God is the Living Water for our souls. He is the Way, the Truth and the Life, (John14:6) upon which we need to build a massive, strong, deep, tangled, maze of roots. Hold tight to your faith and allow Jesus to be the root system in your life. When the storms of life come and the flood waters rage, remember your hope is in Christ Jesus! Allow His love to encircle you so you can love others in all the circumstances of life.
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​God’s Love
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Did you ever notice that the longer you know someone the more alike you become? On most days, I can finish my husband’s sentences or even know what funny comment he is about to make. I find the longer we are married the more alike we become and the more I love him.

No matter how well we know and love our spouses, our children, or our best friend, it is nothing compared to how well God knows us and loves us! The Bible tells us, “The very hairs on your head are all numbered. So don’t be afraid; you are more valuable to God than a whole flock of sparrows.” (Luke 12:7).  Just imagine how well He knows you to have numbered the hairs on your head!

Jeremiah 1:5a (MSG) goes on to say, “Before I shaped you in the womb, I knew all about you. Before you saw the light of day, I had holy plans for you.” I have made many mistakes in my life yet God approves of me with all of my flaws!

Just as my husband woos me, God woos us. He longs to have a relationship with us. No sin we have committed is too great to keep us from His love.

When children misbehave, they instinctively run and hide from their parents. Others are more stubborn and they stay away for a long time. No matter whether you hide temporarily or a long time, you hide because you feel unworthy of love. In either situation, a child knows there is unconditional love in the arms of their parent and they eventually return.

This is much like our relationship with Christ. We are God’s children who ask for forgiveness from their Father. Sometimes it’s easy to ask for mercy and other times we question why Christ would forgive us for all we have done. Nothing you and I do will ever keep us from the love of God. He will always forgive all our sins, if we simply return to His arms of grace. “There is forgiveness of sins for all who repent.” (Luke 24:47b).

This is my prayer for you today, “May the Lord direct your heart into God's love and Christ's perseverance.” (2 Thessalonians 3:5 NIV). If you don’t know Christ or if you walked away from him, please take time to pray and ask him for the forgiveness of your sins. Abba Father longs to hold you close and have a relationship with you.
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​Lord's Prayer
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Our Father 

The Ancient Father of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is also the Father of you.

Which art in heaven,

God is seated in heaven where the streets are made of gold and the gates are made of pearl.

You are Majestic and Your glory shine so bright.

Hallowed be thy name.
Abba, Father, Precious One, Healer, Shepherd, Comforter, Adonai.

You are Holy, Omnipotent, Righteous and Just.

Thy kingdom come,
One day soon your kingdom will come again. 

There will be a new heaven and a new earth where You will reign forever.

There will be no more evil. No more pain. No more suffering.

Thy will be done 
Lord, have Your will with me here on this earth. Here. Now. Today.

I give you my life. Take me and use me for your glory. 

Teach me to be a witness of your greatness.

On earth as it is in heaven.
As I reach out to an unsaved world, may I be more like Jesus.

Please Lord, use me on this earth to love others.

Help me represent a heavenly love. 

Give us this day our daily bread.

Thank you for my provisions for today, tomorrow and always. 

You give me nourishment, strength, hope, and fill me with Your power.

When I am filled with your Holy Spirit, I am able to do unfathomable feats in Your name.

And forgive us our debts,
Lord, forgive my many sins. Both those I am aware of and those I am not.

Help me to continually seek and remember your grace.

As we forgive our debtors.
Help me to forgive others as you have forgiven me.

Give me the strength to be your instrument of love and grace,

to people who need Your forgiveness.

And lead us not into temptation,
Keep me from the unrighteous path. Do not allow me to stumble.

Please put a hedge of protection around me and my family from the evil one. 

Protect your ministries and your churches from Satan.

But deliver us from evil.
Lord when I do stumble, put a path before me so I may be delivered from Satan's destruction.

Give me strength to persevere and wisdom to choose the path of righteousness.

For thine is the kingdom
Your kingdom. Your heaven where You reign on high.

And the power

Your strength. Your almighty power which we cannot comprehend.

And the glory forever.

Glory. Radiance. Brilliant Light.

Your glory which will shine without end forever and ever.

Amen.

Thank you, Jesus, for you are the last word and so it shall be.

(Matthew 6:9–13 KJV)
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​Wonderful Creations
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My son Ryan and I love to send one another the Snapple “Real Fact​[iv]” which you find on the bottle caps of their products. Real Fact #860 says, “Dolphins sleep with one eye open.” #1031 is “An octopus has three hearts.” Some facts give us a chuckle, while others provoke deep thought and questions. For example, how do they know dolphins sleep with one eye open? I do not understand how you research and discover this fact. On the other hand, why did God give the octopus three hearts? Do they need three to supply enough blood to all of their arms? God made such a unique world. The stars and planets, seas and mountains, trees and plants, mammals, fish and birds, each one is different.

We are surrounded by unique creations each day, from the sea creatures to our friends and neighbors, we are all distinctive. The dolphin and the octopus have amazing qualities. God knew the dolphin needed to sleep with one eye open, and the octopus needed three hearts. In Genesis 1:20-21 we read where God said, “‘Let the waters swarm with fish and other life...’ So God created great sea creatures and every living thing that scurries and swarms in the water...And God saw that it was good.”

For us to create or build an object it requires research and a great deal of time as we build a plan. But God is so amazing He simply spoke this world into existence. And to top it off, they weren’t just created, they were created perfect. Each animal has the right number of hearts and the perfect instincts to protect themselves. Our finite minds cannot comprehend the infinite capabilities of God. We simply can’t fathom all He is capable of creating.

The greatest part of the creation story took place on the sixth day when God created humans in His image. (Genesis 1:27). Once again, He created each of us unique, special and perfect. But don’t miss the important message in the next verse which sets us apart from other creations.


Then God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth and govern it. Reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the animals that scurry along the ground.” (Genesis 1:28 - Emphasis added)



God said all He created was good, but He only blessed the humans. We were created in God’s image with a soul so we would crave fellowship with Him. When He blessed us, He set us apart from all other creations. Worship God with a thankful heart today for you are His creation. Thank Him for the uniqueness of this world with all of its wonder and beauty. Most of all be grateful you were created in His image, unique, set apart, and blessed by God.

Suggested Scripture Reading

	Genesis 1


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Bloom
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So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you. (Romans 12:1-2 MSG)



I visited a different church Sunday and the pastor closed with the scripture above. I am familiar with this passage of scripture but not from The Message. As I followed along, I highlighted the reference so I could focus on it later. As I reread the passage again it occurred to me, the reason this scripture spoke to my heart is because it is the theme of my books! Bloom! Stop what you are doing—the daily grind—and focus on God.

Often times we walk through life in a blur. Our daily lives become routine. You brush your teeth, grab your coffee, and drive to work. Routine is good, but look beyond your routine for the aspects of God. He is everywhere, every day. He is even with you in the
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