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My microbe friends and 

I are not drawn to scale 

in this book

. We’re 

actually really tiny

!

Speak for yourself!
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Nice to meet you!

Welcome to the wonderful world of  

MICROBES – sometimes called microorganisms – 

are 

teeny tiny living creatures. 

They are so small, you need  

a microscope to see them. 
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This one here!

More than ONE BILLION 

microbes could fit on this 

full stop.

 

 …  but most of them are GOOD. 

Some microbes are 

BAD …    

I’ll save you!








Microbes are ALL AROUND 

you. They’re in the air, in soil and 

in water. They’re also on your skin, 

inside your body and on all other 

living creatures, too. 

In the ocean, there are 

ONE HUNDRED 

MILLION 

times as many microbes  

as there are stars in the universe. 

Each one is more than 

TEN THOUSAND times 

smaller than even the 

tiniest fish.

This tiny microbe is one 

of the most common 

creatures in the ocean.

In a spoonful of soil, 

there are around 

THREE BILLION 

microbes. 

Watch your 

step

!








There are nearly TWO THOUSAND  

different types of microbe 

 in the air. 

And around ONE 

HUNDRED TRILLION 

microbes live inside 

the part of your tummy 

called your gut.

Right now, you probably  

have around THREE 

THOUSAND on your hands.

There are HUNDREDS  

of them on everything that 

people touch, from light 

switches to mobile phones.

Don't worry, I'm 

pretty friendly

.
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