
  
    Chapter 1


    Goat FAQs
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    Miniature goats are fun, interesting, and affectionate animals, but before you get one (or more), you should know what you’re getting into. Goats are a commitment. Here are some questions that people often ask (we’ll elaborate on these points later in this book). Read on!


    What can I do with a miniature goat? Depending on the kind of goat you buy, you can breed and milk her, make things from her hair (fiber), or share her by taking her to nursing homes and hospitals to visit the residents and patients. A reasonably big mini goat can carry some of your stuff when you go camping or pull a small wagon. And goats make wonderful pets.


    Can I keep just one goat? Goats prefer the companionship of other goats. A goat kept by herself will be sad and lonely and probably call (that’s the sound that goats make, also called bleating) a great deal, making noise that your neighbors won’t want to hear. It’s always best to have at least two goats. If you live in the country or in a city or suburb that allows other animals, most goats are also happy if they have a sheep, pony, horse, alpaca, or other livestock friend for company. Chickens don’t provide enough companionship for a goat.
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    John with some of the minis (left to right): Gonzo, Iggy, and Ozzy (Nigerian Dwarfs); Modo (Mini Myotonic); and Spike (Mini Nubian).


    Don’t goats stink? No. Goats are naturally clean. The only goats that smell bad are bucks (adult males used for breeding), and then only during rut (breeding season). Does (female goats) and wethers (castrated males) kept in clean quarters are virtually odorless.


    Do goats like people? Yes. Unless your goat has never been around people very much or was mistreated before you got her, she’ll want to spend her time with you. She’ll show her affection by calling when she sees you or wanting you to come hang out with her. If she really likes you, she’ll rub her forehead against you. Because goats become so fond of the people in their lives, don’t get a goat and then ignore her or sell her right away; be certain that you want a goat before you get one. It would be perfect if you could keep your goats (or find someone else to take good care of them) for the rest of their lives. Goats are special and deserve good homes.


    Are goats good with children? Yes, they are. Goats tend to love human kids. However, you should always supervise toddlers around goats because a goat can easily topple a small child by accident. And goats tend to shove other goats, dogs, and other small creatures out of their way. The occasional goat considers toddlers fair game.
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    Mini goats can be affectionate, playful friends for human kids.


    How long does a goat live? Most goats live to be 12 to 14 years old. The world’s oldest goat was a Pygmy wether named McGinty who lived in Hampshire, England. McGinty was 22 years and 5 months old when he died.


    Is it expensive to keep goats? Not really. Miniature goats are easy to house, and they don’t eat a lot of feed. However, in addition to feed and bedding for your goats’ house, you’ll have to provide dewormers and veterinary care from time to time.


    Your biggest cost may be fencing. Goats are inquisitive and intelligent, and they like to get out of their pens and roam around. They’re good climbers, so they might hop up and nap on your car or go next door and raid the neighbor’s garden. The saying “good fences make good neighbors” is never more appropriate than when keeping goats.


    What kind of housing do goats need? Goats aren’t picky about where they live. They do need shelter from wind, snow, and rain. It could be a stall in your regular barn or garage, a field shelter (a goat-sized barn with a roof and three sides), or even a really large dog house. They also need room to walk around and exercise in a fenced pen with something to climb on.


    Why can’t I tie my goat out with a collar and chain? Tethering (tying out) is very dangerous for goats. Your goat could get tangled up and hurt herself. She could knock over her water bucket and get very thirsty. Worst of all, a dog could come along and kill her. It happens to tethered goats all the time.
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    It’s playtime for Eamon (left), a Nigerian Dwarf buckling, and Alijah (right), an F1-generation Mini Nubian buckling.


    Can I keep goats in my city or town? That depends on zoning laws where you live. To find out for certain (and do this before buying any goats), ask someone at the zoning office in your city’s town hall or county courthouse. Many cities and suburbs allow goats as long as you obey applicable zoning regulations, keep their living area clean, and ensure that they don’t make too much noise.
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    Most goats live in outdoor shelters, but they can be house-trained for indoor visits. Young Mini LaMancha Dodger enjoys some couch time with Fred the Dachshund.


    Certain breeds of goats are noisier than others, and some individuals of every breed are quieter or noisier than the norm. If you have close neighbors, you’ll have to choose your goats very carefully. For example, most Nubians, full-sized or miniature, tend to call loudly because they can be needier than other breeds; although they’re cute and endearing, they aren’t the best choice for city living. Small, quiet breeds like Pygmy Goats, Nigerian Dwarfs, Mini Myotonics (Mini Fainters), Miniature Silky Fainting Goats, and most of the miniature dairy breeds like Mini Saanens, Mini Alpines, Mini Toggenburgs, Mini Manchas, and Mini Oberhaslis make perfect in-town goats.


    Is caring for goats a lot of work? Goats are trusting animals that look to you for their needs. They must be fed and watered twice a day—summer and winter, rain or snow, no exceptions—and you’ll need to learn to trim their feet (it’s easy to do). They love humans, so your goats will want you to spend some time with them every day. You’ll have to clean their stall or shelter when it needs it. If you live in town or in a suburb, your goats’ areas will need more frequent cleaning, but don’t worry—goats make compact pellets, not big, floppy “goat pies.”


    If you milk your goat, you’re taking on a great responsibility because she must be milked twice a day, every day, throughout lactation. You’ll usually need to have her bred once a year and, to be on the safe side, you must be with her when she gives birth.


    What do goats eat? They don’t eat tin cans like cartoon goats do. Goats won’t eat anything that has dirt or manure on it, and they won’t drink dirty water. The most important parts of a goat’s diet are clean water and good hay. Some goats also need concentrates—which is another word for grains like oats, corn, and barley—or commercial goat feed. They also require a mineral product that they can lick or nibble on whenever they want.


    Are they healthy? For the most part, yes. It’s important, however, to buy healthy goats from tested herds. Responsible breeders test their stock for two important goat diseases: caprine arthritis encephalitis (CAE) and caseous lymphadenitis (CL), and some also test for Johnes’ disease.


    What about milking? What do I have to know in advance? You usually have to breed a doe every year if you want to milk her; otherwise she’ll produce less and less as her lactation (the period of time, usually 10 months, for which you milk her) progresses until it isn’t worth milking her any longer.


    Does “come into milk” to feed their kids, not because their owners want milk; this means that you must take your doe to a buck and have her bred, attend the birth of her kids (“kid her out”), and eventually find the kids good homes. Sometimes, you’ll find a doe that “milks through,” meaning that she keeps giving enough milk that you needn’t breed her every year. This used to be the norm, but few present-day breeders select for the ability to milk through.
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    Playful twins Iggy (left) and Ozzy (right) are still tiny at three weeks old due to being born prematurely.


    


    Dairy does need a 2-month period of down time to rest up before their kids are born, so you won’t have fresh milk all year. Carefully handled goat milk, however, freezes nicely.


    Sometimes, low-producing does and does in late lactation can be milked just once a day, but high-producing does must be milked twice a day—every day, no exceptions—within an hour or so of the same times every day.
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    Sweetie is a rescued Pygmy doe.
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    Handsome Mini Myotonic wether, Modo, at about five months old.


    


    What kind of goat is best? It depends on what you want to do with your goats. If you want milk, choose a dairy breed. If you want a goat that grows mohair or cashmere, you must choose from the fiber-producing breeds like Nigoras and Pygoras. If your children want to show in 4-H, choose a goat that is eligible for the type of classes they want to participate in.


    Any goat except for a Myotonic goat can be used for packing or to pull a small wagon. Myotonic goats are “fainters” that stiffen and sometimes fall over when frightened, and they (or you) can get hurt if one of them faints while wearing a pack or harness.


    You’ll need a doe if you want to milk or to breed more goats. Wethers (castrated males) make wonderful pets, and they’re bigger and stronger than females of the same breed, so they work best for packing and driving. Either sex is fine for growing fiber or as pets, but you don’t want to keep a buck, especially in town.


    Bucks are males that haven’t been castrated. They’re usually cute, sweet, and friendly, but even miniature bucks are strong and willful. During breeding season, two glands on their foreheads secrete an incredibly stinky substance called musk. At the same time, a buck in rut does weird things, such as making loud gobbling noises, sticking his tongue out and flapping it up and down, and strutting around in a stiff-legged walk. He will even twist his body and spray urine on his face and beard. If you go near a buck in rut, he will “mark” you by rubbing his stinky face against you or even shooting a spray of urine at you. And bucks have good aim!
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    Should I get a goat with horns? Horns are beautiful, but they’re dangerous. Goats with horns get their heads stuck in fences and feeders, and they sometimes use their horns to bully other goats. A horned goat might not mean harm, but by just turning her head at the wrong time she could injure someone. If children want to show in 4-H, they can’t exhibit horned goats.


    Don’t buy a horned goat and think that you can saw her horns off. Horns are part of a goat’s skull. They’re filled with blood vessels, and if they break or someone cuts them off, the goat will bleed profusely. Removing horns at their base leaves two big holes in the goat’s skull. Dehorning a goat, even when done by a veterinarian, is a gory, cruel mess.


    Instead, buy a polled goat (one that was born hornless and has small, hair-covered bumps on her head where horns would be) or a goat that was disbudded as a kid. Disbudding is performed by an experienced person using a red-hot disbudding iron to burn and destroy the horn buds on a baby goat’s head. It sounds bad, but it’s over quickly and it saves the kid (and you) a lot of pain later on.


    How much do goats cost? Miniature breeds tend to cost more than full-sized goats, but they’re worth it. Expect to pay about $200 to $350 for a registered doeling (a baby female). Depending on where you live, a registered adult doe from a health-tested herd will cost about $200 to $750. Pet goats, especially unregistered goats or wethers, may cost anywhere from $50 to $250.

  


  
    Chapter 10


    Caring for Kids
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    Kids are arguably the cutest, sweetest babies in the animal world. Whether you buy a single bottle baby as a pet or raise the offspring of your mini milkers every year, miniature goat kids are so much fun to have around.


    Let’s assume that your mini milker has just given birth to healthy twins. Will you let her raise them (dam-raised kids), will you take them away and raise them yourself so you can have her milk (bottle kids), or will you go for a combination approach by allowing her to raise the kids but penning them separately at night so you can milk her in the morning? We’ll talk about that last arrangement in Chapter 11.


    Some say that dam-raised kids are wild and don’t bond with humans the way that bottle babies do and that dairy-goat kids ruin their dams’ sensitive udders when they nurse. Others say that bottle babies are clingy brats that can never be properly assimilated into a herd. None of these assumptions is true. If your doe is tame and you handle her kids from birth, they’ll bond with you and will be tame, too. Udders, even the thin-skinned udders of modern dairy goats, are designed for nursing. And bottle babies who also interact with adult goats learn the ways of goats and humans.


    Kid-Rearing Basics


    Kid-proof the area where your kids will stay. Kids are bouncy and curious, and they can hide and climb better than you can possibly believe. Block crevices where they could get stuck, and make sure that they can’t get wedged in gates or fences. Water your doe out of shallow water receptacles. Bowls designed for feeding large dogs work especially well. It’s not unusual for a kid to hop into a deep bucket and drown.
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    Dodger’s sweet face on his first day home with us.


    Handle your kids to tame them. Kids, especially kids that haven’t been handled a lot, are often frightened when you pick them up. Instead, sit on the ground and cuddle them in your lap. Scratch their chins; scratch their backs. Soon, they’ll come running for attention. If you do pick a kid up, support him close to your body with your arm. Don’t let him dangle.


    By the same token, never roughhouse with male kids, especially bucklings destined for breeding or kids that will interact with humans as pet or therapy goats. When you bond with kids, you become one of their herd, and goats play rough. If you shove little bucklings around in play or you push on their heads and encourage them to push back, they grow up thinking that you like to play that way, too. What’s cute when a goat weighs 3 pounds is not so sweet when he’s a 60-pound buck. It’s hard to correct play aggression in adult goats, so don’t let the games get started.


    Learn about kidhood illnesses so that if a kid becomes sick, you’ll recognize the signs and will either know how to treat the problem or can take him to your vet. Consider coccidiosis (see Chapter 7). Without immediate, aggressive treatment, most kids with coccidiosis fade and die. To prevent this, most goat keepers treat their kids with a coccidiosis-prevention protocol. Ask your veterinarian.


    Find someone in the know to disbud your miniature kids, and have it done as soon as their horn buds are big enough to disbud—most experienced disbudders say that’s when you press the skin over the spots where a kid’s horns would emerge and you can detect a bump that feels like a small pimple. Depending on your kid’s breed and sex, that might be 3 days to a little over a week old.


    Don’t try to disbud your kids based on something you’ve read in a book or seen on YouTube; always ask an experienced person to show you how and to guide you through your first disbudding session. Nigerian Dwarfs and breeds with a lot of Nigerian Dwarf in their background are notoriously difficult to disbud. If you burn too long, you will injure the kid’s brain. If you don’t burn long enough or do the job incorrectly, he will grow scurs—misshapen horn-like structures that aren’t fully attached to the goat’s head, so they often break off and bleed profusely. Small scurs are no big deal, but bigger scurs can be worse than horns. If they grow toward the goat’s head, scurs have to be trimmed on an ongoing basis. Trimming large scurs is a difficult and bloody task.
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    Disbudding is a delicate procedure that should not be attempted by a novice.
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    Simple (left) and serious (right) scurs.


    Dam-Raised Kids


    If you dam-raise your kids, wean bucklings when they’re 10 to 12 weeks old, or sooner if they’re sexually precocious. Eight-week-old Nigerian Dwarf bucklings have been known to impregnate their mothers and other does in their mothers’ herds. Doelings can be weaned at the same time if separated from their brothers, or they can be left with their mothers quite a bit longer—up to 4 or 5 months—if you feed your does well and don’t need their milk. Some does wean their kids by themselves, but don’t count on it.


    Dam-raised kids start nibbling at grass and investigating their mother’s hay and grain when they’re just a few days old. Milk and what they eat at their mother’s side is generally sufficient until they’re weaned.
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    Weaning time depends on the sex of the kid.


    Bottle Kids


    Bottle-raised kids are a different ballgame. When you take them on, you take on sole responsibility for their care.


    If you’re raising a group of bottle babies, say the offspring of your dairy does, you’ll probably want to raise them in a barn or outbuilding. The exception would be if it’s bitterly cold outside, at which point they’d need to be kept in your home, where it’s warm, for a week or two. House groups of bottle babies indoors in large plastic tubs, playpens, or exercise pens designed for dog shows. A single bottle baby or a pair of kids will do well in the same type of housing, but large wire-type kennel crates, especially the kind that open from the top as well as from the front, are a better fit.


    One Bottle Kid


    Bottle kids are the exception to the “you must have at least two goats” rule. If you raise a kid as a pet and commit to providing for his emotional needs for the rest of his life, you can certainly keep just one goat because he will bond with you and your household pets instead of other goats. However, you can’t lose interest and leave him alone and lonely for long periods of time. Goats raised by themselves eventually assimilate if rehomed and introduced to other goats, but that isn’t the kind thing to do. If you raise an “only goat,” expect to give him a loving home for life.


    In either case, line indoor bottle-baby accommodations with pieces of blankets or large towels for bedding; tear or cut them into easy-to-launder sizes. They’re warm and comfortable for the kids and easy for you to wash. If you find old wool blankets at yard sales or thrift shops, grab them! Wool soaks up a lot of urine and dries very quickly. Plus, the more you wash pieces of wool, the more they felt and the smaller and thicker the pieces get. Synthetic fleece is soft and wonderful for the top layer in a crate, and synthetic pressed-fiber blankets are good, too. Use several layers so that the bedding is nice and comfy.


    Someone needs to watch kids the whole time they’re loose in the house because they will get into everything they can reach. They’ll chew telephone and computer wires, shred the toilet paper, and climb on the counters or your bed. But it’s rewarding and entertaining. You’ll see!
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    A miniature kid will adapt quite nicely to a warm, cozy crate indoors.


    

    Dogs and Kids


    Most pet dogs are good with kids as long as you’re watching. Dogs are, however, wired to chase things that run. Running play can be misinterpreted by even the friendliest and best-trained dog, so don’t leave your dog and a kid alone, unsupervised, inside or outside your home.


    Housetraining Is Easier than You Think


    You can easily housetrain a kid or two or three to go to the bathroom outdoors or on a puppy pad or in a litter box in your home. Why would you want to do that? Well, it’s fun. And you’ll save a lot of time washing and drying bedding, which you’ll have to do constantly if you keep untrained babies in the house. Let’s assume you want to train your kid or kids to the great outdoors. Here’s what you need to do.


    Housetraining a kid is exactly like housetraining a puppy, except the average kid learns much faster than most puppies do. The basic principle is that you keep the kid in his crate or playpen unless you’re able to watch him closely. If he starts to pee in his bed or on the floor, scoop him up and carry him outside, set him down in the area where you want him to relieve himself, and make a big fuss when he finishes his business outdoors.
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    Housetraining a kid can be easy and fun. Ten-day-old Dodger shows how it’s done.


    Always take your kid outside right after eating, napping, or racing around the house like a banshee. Carry him outside until he understands what you want; that way, he won’t pee before you get him outdoors. Set him down in your chosen potty place and urge him to “go pee-pee” (or whatever your favorite phrase might be).


    The first few times you take him outside, it may take a while before he performs, but be patient. Don’t interrupt him mid-pee, because he’ll stop going. Just start with the happy “good boy!” chatter and, when he’s finished, pick him up and cuddle him, play with him, or give him a small piece of animal cracker—something to show him that he’s done well. If it’s cold, rainy, or snowy, or for some other reason he’s eager to go back in the house, take him inside as soon as he’s finished. Otherwise, set him down and walk him around a bit in case he needs to “make berries.”


    Diapers Are for Kids


    If you give your bottle babies free time loose in the house and they aren’t housetrained, you’ll probably want them to wear diapers. Doelings are easy: cotton or disposable diapers for comparably sized human infants do the trick, and the preemie size works for most mini kids. Be sure to snip out a hole for baby’s tail—but don’t make the hole too big. Instead of diapers, a buckling can wear a reusable, around-the-middle band designed for incontinent older male dogs.


    Diapers tend to slip back as a kid frolics about. To prevent that, attach baby-sized suspenders to the diaper or pull a onesie on over the diaper. Both options work and are cute!


    Little kids can’t hold urine very long, so you’ll make a lot of trips outdoors at first. Fortunately, most kids “get it” pretty quickly and perform within minutes of going out. Once he understands, you won’t have to carry him because he’ll wait until he gets outside.


    Bucklings are easier to train because most of them have a pre-pee ritual of backing up and then stretching out that tells you it’s time to get him outside—quick! Doelings simply squat and pee, so you have to be quick to get them outdoors before they go.


    With a young kid, take him out when you go to bed and again around 1:30 a.m., 3:30 a.m., and 6:00 a.m. By the time he’s a few weeks old, one nighttime trip around midnight or 1:00 a.m. will be sufficient. Eventually, you’ll have to take him out only at bedtime and first thing in the morning. If most housetrained kids absolutely must go in the middle of the night, they’ll scream and wake you up.


    This housetraining routine works best if you clicker-train your baby. However, most newborn kids won’t eat food rewards, so rely on lots of praise until they do. Some people click/reward using a slurp from a bottle of milk, but that distracts some kids—they’re eyeballing the bottle instead of peeing.


    Some kids poop only outdoors. Most kids poop mostly outdoors. A few want to poop wherever they are. Goat berries are easily picked up, even in the house, so don’t obsess about that.


    [image: IMG_3805.jpg]


    For clicker training, you’ll need a clicker to mark the behavior, a target, some tasty treats for rewards, and a handy carrier for the treats.


    

    What Is Clicker Training?


    Clicker training is a gentle, reward-based system in which a trainer uses a hand-held clicker to tell her pupil that he’s done well. The clicker signal is followed by a small but tasty treat. Equipment needed is minimal, and anyone with a basic understanding of how the system works can train any kind of animal to do just about anything.


    All you need to get started is a basic understanding of clicker-training principles, a clicker (you can buy one online or at pet-supply store), a target, tiny pieces of your goat’s favorite food, and an easily accessible reward carrier like a carpenter’s apron or a small fanny pack. A target can be anything large enough to capture your goat’s attention, like the marine float target in the picture, a dog’s squeaky toy, or a plastic soda bottle.


    Take your goat to a quiet place, away from obvious distractions. Click your clicker and hand him a tiny piece of food. Repeat this for a minute or two until he associates a click with a tasty reward.


    Next, hold the target where your goat will accidentally bump it with his nose. The moment he does, click and reward. Don’t demand perfection at first. If his nose touches anyplace on the target, reward him. Sessions should be short and sweet, five minutes tops.


    Once he understands, refine the process. Hold the target up so he has to raise his head to touch it and then move it down near the ground so he has to lower his head. Once he follows the target, walk with him, rewarding him for following and touching it with his nose.


    You’re teaching him that when he does something correctly, he’ll hear a click and earn a reward. The click is a bridge that tells him precisely when he did the thing you’re rewarding him for doing. This is the basis of clicker training. Using it, you can teach your dairy goat to stand quietly on the milking stand, to lead quietly or pick up her hooves without a fuss, and even to pull a wagon or do tricks. If you can think of an action and break it into tiny steps that you can click and reward, you can teach it to your goat using clicker training.
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    If a kid has an accident in his crate, take the blankets out, spray the floor of the crate with dilute bleach solution, wipe up the bleach, and re-bed the crate with clean bedding. When you wash the soiled bedding, add a small handful of baking soda to the washing machine water to zap odors. It’s important that the bedding doesn’t smell like urine, or the kid may think that it’s OK to pee in his crate.


    If you’re training more than one youngster (newborn to around 3 weeks old) at a time, try to scoop them all up and carry them outdoors at the same time, or else the ones left behind will put up a fuss and probably pee. As soon as they’re old enough to accept food treats, lead the pack to the door and hand out a goodie to each one
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