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DEDICATION

To the seeker, the fighter, and the one who refuses to give up. God is not finished with you yet.

This book is dedicated to anyone who has ever felt counted out, broken, or defined by their past. May these words serve as proof that your current chapter is not your final conclusion, and that it is never too late to reclaim your story.
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INTRODUCTION: THE ROAD TO THE  FINISH  LINE


“Big door swings on little hinges” -Steve Furtick,Pastor, Elevation Church 
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We live in a world that loves the finished product but rarely wants to look at the scaffolding. 

We applaud the success, the restoration, and the victory lap, while quietly sweeping the broken pieces, the long nights, and the false starts under the rug. 

But you cannot truly appreciate the dawn unless you have sat through the absolute stillness of the midnight hour. Joy does come in the morning beloved.

This book is about what happens in the midnight hour. It is about the deliberate, often grueling, and ultimately beautiful process of being rebuilt. God has to remove, replace and rebuild the broken vessel that is you are into a new being that is more Christ-like in appearance,shape and form.

My inspiration for writing this book is that I heard an old spiritual song online at  my home church choir at New Hope Baptist Church in New Canton, Va a few weeks ago. “I am redeemed, let the redeemed say so.”

When you utter the words I am Redeemed, you are not declaring that you have led a flawless life. In fact, it is quite the opposite. 

To be redeemed implies that there was something lost that needed to be found, something broken that required mending, or a debt that had to be paid. 

Redemption is an active verb. It is a reclamation project of the highest order.

For years, I have put pen to paper, exploring the complex webs of human connection, leadership, and purpose. 

But I am Redeemed hits a different chord. It is a reflection on the universal truth that our past may design our starting point, but it holds absolutely no authority over our destination. It is about the journey that we embark on.

In these pages, you won't find a rigid, stern scholarly lecture, essay  or a collection of easy, bulleted platitudes. Instead, you will find a roadmap forged from well  lived experience. 

We will explore what it means to look at your mistakes, your setbacks, and your quietest struggles, and choose to see them not as a permanent anchor, but as the raw organic material for your comeback. A set back is the vehicle for a comeback 

Whether you are looking to reclaim your peace, your purpose, or your personal narrative, my hope is that this book serves as both a mirrored reflection  and an open window. 

A mirror to help you see the resilience already resting inside you, and a window to show you the vast, open horizon of what is still to come.

Your story is far from over. Your end is not the end, it is your then.

Please remember that.

The ink is still wet. Let us begin the journey of reclaiming it together.

Let the redeemed, say so!

Heavenly Father, thank You for the grace, mercy, and eternal life we have through Jesus Christ, who died for us while we were still sinners. I dedicate this book to Your glory, oh God. May it be a timely word from You to Your people—not the words of John R. Johnson—and a source of strength for anyone facing or overcoming a trial. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.
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Part I: The Market of Redemption (Understanding The Concept)
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CHAPTER 1: Bought Back From The Edge
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"In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace."

— Ephesians 1:7

The Reality of the Edge

To fully understand the staggering weight of the words "I’m redeemed," you must first stand at the edge of the place from which you were rescued.

We live in a culture that loves the concept of a comeback. We make movies about underdogs who pull themselves up by their bootstraps, athletes who train their way back from career-ending injuries, and businessmen who rebuild their fortunes from scratch. We are conditioned to believe that if we just try harder, think more positively, or manage our time better, we can fix whatever is broken in our lives.

But when it comes to the human spiritual condition, the truth is far more stark. We weren't just underdogs needing a pep talk. We weren't just running a race with a slight limp, needing a little bit of assistance to cross the finish line.

Scripture paints a completely different picture: we were utterly bankrupt, spiritually dead, and trapped in a market where we could never afford our own freedom. We were standing on the absolute edge of an abyss, completely incapable of saving ourselves.

To be redeemed means to be bought back. And you cannot be bought back unless you were first lost, captive, or enslaved.

The Ancient Marketplace

In our modern world, "redemption" is a casual word. We redeem coupons at the grocery store. We talk about a sports team redeeming themselves after a bad loss. Because the word has become so lightweight, it has lost its thunder.

To the first-century mind, however, redemption—or apolytrosis in the Greek—was a word heavy with raw, visceral emotion. It was a legal and commercial term used directly in the agora, the ancient marketplace. Specifically, it was the term used at the slave block.

Imagine the scene: a person is standing on a platform, stripped of their identity, their freedom, and their future. They are bound by chains they did not forge, under a debt they can never pay off. They are entirely at the mercy of whatever master decides to purchase them. They cannot negotiate their own release. They have no leverage, no currency, and no hope.

This is the exact visual the Apostle Paul uses to describe humanity apart from Christ. We were slaves to our sin, prisoners to our past mistakes, and held captive by a spiritual debt that grew larger with every passing day. 

The law of God—perfect, holy, and unyielding—demanded a payment for our transgressions. The ledger was clear, and our accounts were completely empty. We were busted and broke! 

We were on the block, waiting for the final gavel of judgment to fall

In the book I Am Redeemed: Learning to Live in Grace—written by Mike Weaver, the lead singer of the Christian band Big Daddy Weave—coming "back from the edge" is the central theme of his entire life story.
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