

    
        
          All About Mahatma Gandhi: A Kid’s Guide to the Leader of Nonviolent Resistance

        

        
        
          Knowledge Books For Kids, Volume 68

        

        
        
          Shah Rukh

        

        
          Published by Shah Rukh, 2025.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      ALL ABOUT MAHATMA GANDHI: A KID’S GUIDE TO THE LEADER OF NONVIOLENT RESISTANCE

    

    
      First edition. June 5, 2025.

      Copyright © 2025 Shah Rukh.

    

    
    
      Written by Shah Rukh.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Prologue

Chapter 1: A Boy Named Mohandas

Chapter 2: Growing Up in India

Chapter 3: Journey to London

Chapter 4: Discovering Injustice in South Africa

Chapter 5: Learning the Power of Peace

Chapter 6: Starting a Movement

Chapter 7: The Salt March Begins

Chapter 8: Spinning for Freedom

Chapter 9: Fighting Without Fighting

Chapter 10: Leading with Truth

Chapter 11: Life in an Ashram

Chapter 12: Inspiring the Masses

Chapter 13: Jailed for Justice

Chapter 14: Working for Unity

Chapter 15: Standing Against Untouchability

Chapter 16: Meeting World Leaders

Chapter 17: India Wins Independence

Chapter 18: A Voice for the Voiceless

Chapter 19: A Legacy of Peace

Chapter 20: Why Gandhi Still Matters

Epilogue

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Prologue
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Can someone change the world without using weapons or violence? Can a single person lead millions of people with just the power of truth and kindness? Mahatma Gandhi did exactly that.

Born in India, Gandhi was a quiet and curious boy who grew up to become one of the most powerful voices for peace in history. He didn’t wear fancy clothes or live in a big palace. Instead, he chose simple living, strong beliefs, and a brave heart to fight against unfairness and injustice.

This book will take you on a journey through Gandhi’s incredible life—from his childhood adventures and studies in faraway lands to his peaceful protests that helped India win its freedom. Along the way, you’ll learn how he inspired people all over the world to stand up for what’s right without hurting others.

Get ready to meet the man who proved that even the smallest actions, done with courage and love, can change the course of history.
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Chapter 1: A Boy Named Mohandas

[image: image]


Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was born on October 2, 1869, in a small town called Porbandar, which is in the western part of India. His family was part of the Hindu religion, and they followed the Vaishnava tradition, which means they believed in being kind, peaceful, and devoted to God. Mohandas was the youngest child in his family. His father, Karamchand Gandhi, worked as a chief minister for a local ruler, which was a very important job. He helped solve problems for the people in the town and made sure laws were followed. His mother, Putlibai, was deeply religious and spent a lot of time praying, fasting, and helping others. She taught young Mohandas the value of honesty, patience, and caring for all living things. These lessons would stay with him for the rest of his life.

As a young boy, Mohandas was shy and quiet. He didn’t like to talk a lot, and he wasn’t always the best student in school. He was afraid of the dark and didn’t enjoy playing rough games with other children. Even though he was a little timid, he was very curious and always wanted to understand the world around him. He paid close attention to what adults said and how they acted. Mohandas liked to read stories about good people who lived simple lives and helped others. One of his favorite stories was about a king named Harishchandra who never told a lie. This story had such a strong effect on Mohandas that he promised himself he would always try to tell the truth, even when it was hard.

Sometimes, like many children, Mohandas made mistakes. He once tried eating meat even though his religion taught him not to. He did it because he was curious and wanted to be strong like some of his friends who were not vegetarians. But afterward, he felt guilty and decided to confess to his father by writing him a letter. His father was so touched by Mohandas’s honesty that he didn’t scold him. This moment helped Mohandas understand how powerful truth could be and how being honest could build trust and love.

Mohandas had a strong love for his family, especially his mother. She often helped sick people and gave food to those who were hungry. Watching her made Mohandas want to help people too. He also saw how hard his father worked and how serious he was about doing the right thing, even when it wasn’t easy. These examples helped shape Mohandas’s thinking. They helped him believe that being fair and standing up for what is right is more important than being rich or powerful. Even as a small child, Mohandas began to think deeply about life and how to be a good human being.

One thing that made young Mohandas different from many others was how deeply he thought about his actions. If he did something wrong, he wouldn’t just forget about it. He would keep thinking about it until he figured out how to do better. He wanted to become a better person each day. He didn’t want to hurt others, and he believed that everyone deserved respect, no matter how poor they were or where they came from. When he saw someone being treated badly, it made him feel sad and confused. He wondered why some people had more than others and why people were sometimes mean just because someone looked or dressed differently.

Mohandas’s early life was also filled with learning from books and stories. He liked reading religious books, folk tales, and poems. Even though he wasn’t the top student in his class, he kept trying and never gave up. He learned that being smart isn’t just about getting good grades; it’s also about being kind, thoughtful, and curious. As he grew older, he kept remembering the lessons from his childhood—the importance of being truthful, loving others, helping those in need, and living a simple life.

His family moved a few times when he was young because of his father’s job. Each new town brought different experiences and new people to learn from. Mohandas was always observing the world, wondering about why things were the way they were. When he saw someone begging on the street or working very hard for very little money, he didn’t just look away. He asked questions. He wanted to know why life was unfair for some people and what could be done to make things better.

Mohandas got married at a very young age, which was common in India during that time. He was only about 13 years old when he married a girl named Kasturba. At first, he didn’t really understand what it meant to be a husband. As they grew up together, they both learned how to support each other and be good partners. Mohandas made mistakes in his early marriage, but he learned from them. He realized that love is about respect, understanding, and helping each other become better people.

Throughout his childhood, Mohandas was slowly turning into the person who would one day become known all over the world. He didn’t know it at the time, but every small lesson, every act of kindness, and every mistake he made helped build the values he would use to lead millions of people. From his quiet nature to his deep love for truth and fairness, young Mohandas was developing the heart of a leader.

He wasn’t born a hero or a saint. He was a regular boy who was scared of the dark, who made mistakes, and who sometimes got confused about right and wrong. But what made him special was that he always tried to grow, to understand others, and to do what he believed was right, even if it was difficult. These qualities, planted in his early years, grew stronger with time and would one day help him lead a peaceful revolution that changed the world forever.
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Chapter 2: Growing Up in India
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When Mohandas Gandhi was growing up in India, the country was very different from how it is today. India was under the control of the British Empire, which meant that the British government made many of the important decisions for the country. Indian people were not treated equally, and they had very few rights in their own land. Even though India was rich in culture, traditions, and history, the people often felt powerless because of the unfair rules made by the British rulers. This was the world that Mohandas was born into, and it shaped the way he saw things as he grew up.

As a child, Mohandas lived in different cities and towns in the western part of India because his father, who was a respected leader and advisor to local kings, had to move for his job. Each new place gave Mohandas a chance to see how different people lived, worked, and worshipped. He noticed that while some people were rich and comfortable, many others were poor and struggled to meet their basic needs. He saw children without shoes, families living in tiny houses, and workers who toiled all day for very little money. These sights made him wonder why life was so hard for some and easy for others, and he began to care deeply about fairness.

Mohandas went to school like other boys his age, but he was not always the top student. In fact, he often described himself as an average learner. He was shy, quiet, and didn’t speak much unless he had to. But even though he wasn’t loud or popular, he paid close attention to what was happening around him. He watched how teachers treated students, how people acted toward those who were different, and how unfairness could show up in small ways. These observations stayed in his heart and helped him understand the world more clearly.

As he grew older, he began to learn more about the British rulers who were in control of India. He heard people talk about the taxes they had to pay, even when they didn’t have much money. He saw how Indian people had fewer rights than the British, even though they lived in their own homeland. Indian workers had to follow rules they didn’t create, and many jobs were only available to the British or to those who agreed with them. This made Mohandas feel sad and confused. He wanted to understand how this system worked and why things couldn’t be different.

Mohandas was very close to his family, especially his mother. She was a deeply spiritual person and followed her religious duties carefully. She fasted, prayed, and always tried to help others. Watching her live with such devotion taught Mohandas the importance of self-control, discipline, and kindness. His mother’s peaceful nature and strong beliefs had a lasting effect on him. He learned that strength doesn’t always come from muscles or weapons—it can also come from quiet determination
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