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    For Aubree

  Chapter One

The Envelope

Mrs. Imani Adesanya came into our office on a Tuesday morning in September of 2035 carrying a white envelope and the small private composure of a woman who had, in the past three weeks, also already done all of her crying.

She did not knock.

Tasha had, on the small private accounting of two weeks of also Tuesday mornings at nine, in advance also unlocked the door at eight fifty-eight.

Mrs. Adesanya walked through the open door at nine-zero-three.

She sat in the wooden thrift-store chair across from Tasha's desk, which was the second desk, the one we had on the small private accounting of the morning Tasha had also started at the agency on the eighteenth of July in 2034, also obtained from Esperanza in Barrio Logan and installed under the window where the light, on the available evidence of the eye, was also better.

My own desk was the one nearest the door, on the small private accounting of nineteen years of working detection and one shot thigh, also still the one closer to whoever was coming in.

Tasha said, “Mrs. Adesanya.”

Mrs. Adesanya said, “Lieutenant Reed.”

Tasha said, “On the small private accounting of the past three years, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact also no longer Lieutenant.”

Mrs. Adesanya said, “Lieutenant Reed.”

She said it the way you say a thing you have decided, on the small private accounting of also already crying for three weeks, also to keep saying.

Tasha did not, on the small private accounting of also that same accounting, also disagree.

§

Mrs. Adesanya was sixty-six. She was Black. She wore a small private gray cardigan over a small private navy dress. Her hair was, on the available evidence of the eye, also gray at the temples and black at the back, the way the hair of a Black woman in her sixties who had been a registered nurse at Long Beach Memorial for thirty-eight years before retiring in 2031 was, on the small private accounting of working hair, also gray at the temples and black at the back.

She had been a registered nurse at Long Beach Memorial for thirty-eight years.

She had retired in 2031.

Her son was Yusuf Adesanya, twenty-eight, Bureau medic, attached to the Long Beach Compatibility Health Office.

Yusuf Adesanya had died on the twenty-third of August in 2035.

On the official record of the Long Beach coroner's office, on the available evidence of a small private filing dated the twenty-fifth of August, the cause of death was listed as,

Self-inflicted, by means consistent with the same.

On the small private accounting of Mrs. Imani Adesanya of Long Beach, California, also no.

§

She set the white envelope on Tasha's desk.

The envelope was the kind of small white envelope a Bureau medic in 2035 used, on the small private accounting of the Bureau's own small private supply room, also for internal correspondence. It had the Bureau-of-Compatibility seal embossed in dry ink on the back flap. The seal showed, on the small private accounting of the embossing, a small private compass rose surrounded by a small private wreath of laurel.

Tasha did not, on the small private accounting of the embossing, also touch the envelope.

She said, “Mrs. Adesanya.”

Mrs. Adesanya said, “Lieutenant Reed.”

Tasha said, “On the small private accounting of the past three weeks, the Bureau, in the meantime, has also been to your home.”

Mrs. Adesanya said, “Twice.”

Tasha said, “And you have, on the same accounting, in advance also been the kind of woman who knew, on the same accounting, in the meantime also not to give them this.”

Mrs. Adesanya, on the small private accounting of also thirty-eight years at Long Beach Memorial and three weeks of also already crying, also did not smile.

She did, on the same accounting, also incline her head.

§

Tasha opened the envelope.

Inside the envelope was a single piece of paper.

The paper was a small private blank sheet of standard Bureau-of-Compatibility Form 12-A correspondence stationery, on the small private accounting of which Yusuf Adesanya had, in the past three years, on the same accounting, also been the kind of medic to also carry it home from work.

On the paper, in his own hand, in fountain pen, there was one sentence.

The sentence read,

If anything happens to me, the list is in the second drawer.

Tasha read the sentence.

She set the paper on the desk.

She read the sentence a second time.

She said, “Mrs. Adesanya.”

Mrs. Adesanya said, “Lieutenant Reed.”

Tasha said, “The second drawer of what.”

Mrs. Adesanya said, “On the small private accounting of three weeks of unable to open it, Lieutenant Reed, also that is in advance, on the same accounting, in fact also the question I have, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also come here to also pay you to find out.”

§

I had not, on the small private accounting of the past four minutes, also spoken.

This was, on the small private accounting of also fourteen months of working as also a partnership in the same room with also Tasha Reed, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact also the kind of meeting at which I had also learned, in advance, also to let her run it.

I asked, on the small private accounting of also one question I could, in the meantime, also ask without taking the lead from her,

“Mrs. Adesanya.”

She said, “Mr. Vane.”

I said, “Why us.”

Mrs. Adesanya considered me.

On the small private accounting of the past three weeks she had, in the meantime, also considered approximately four other private investigators in San Diego County, in advance, also in private, also on the small private recommendation of also a small private nurse named Vernita-the-Younger Carter, who was the granddaughter of Mrs. Vernita Carter of Forrest County, Mississippi, who had been, on the small private accounting of one hundred and ninety-one years of work, also the woman who had given Margaret Heffelfinger the quarter in 1965.

Mrs. Adesanya said, “Mr. Vane.”

I said, “Yes.”

She said, “On the small private accounting of also the past three weeks, on the same accounting, also the only working detective in the southern half of California who had, on the available record, also taken a case from a Black woman in the past nine years and also returned, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also her son's name to the small private record of the country as something other than what the coroner's office had also written down.”

She paused.

She said, “Lieutenant Reed.”

Tasha said, “Mrs. Adesanya.”

She said, “And, on the same accounting, the only homicide detective who had been, on the small private accounting of the past nineteen years of SDPD and three of also Wednesday evenings, also a Black woman who had also walked, in advance, in the meantime, also out of SDPD when SDPD, in the past fourteen months, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact also stopped being the place a Black homicide detective also could in advance also still work.”

Tasha did not, on the small private accounting of the past fourteen months of the same accounting, in the meantime also disagree.

§

I want to say a thing about the Tuesday morning of the second week of September in 2035.

By that Tuesday morning, on the available record of the country, the small private list of things a Black detective and a Black homicide lieutenant could also no longer take for granted had been, in the past nine years, on the same accounting, also a list that did not, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also fit on a single small private sheet of paper.

The list included: the vote. The vote had been, on the small private accounting of Louisiana v. Callais in April of 2026, also dismantled in the South and, by 2030, also in twenty-three additional states by way of the small private subsequent state-level institutions of the same. The right to protest. The right to protest had been, on the small private accounting of the federal Public Order Act of 2028 and the state-level equivalents of 2029 through 2033, also dismantled in advance of any small private public gathering of more than approximately fourteen persons. The right to be educated without being also recruited. The right to be educated without being also recruited had been, on the small private accounting of the Civic Memory Curriculum Standards of 2030, also dismantled in the small private public schools of twenty-nine states. The right to not be watched. The right to not be watched had been, on the small private accounting of the Office of Civic Memory's establishment of its Compatibility Health division in 2027, also dismantled comprehensively, in the meantime, also for every Black church, every Black newspaper, every Black radio station, every Black-led civic organization, and every Black artist whose work had on the small private accounting of also being also Black, in advance, also already been classified.

The right to not be stopped in your car. The right to not be stopped in your car had been, on the small private accounting of the past nine years of the Bureau's own gradual absorption of all county sheriffs' departments, also no longer available.

The right to a knock at the door followed by a question and not by a silence. The right to a knock at the door followed by a question and not by a silence had been, on the small private accounting of also the past nine years of also Black homes also receiving the small private knock that, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also followed approximately seven seconds later by the small private silence that, on the same accounting, in the meantime, also indicated that the small private knock had on the same accounting also been the small private knock, in advance, in fact also nobody, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also wanted, in the meantime, also to be the small private receiving end of.

Mrs. Imani Adesanya, who had been, on the small private accounting of also the past three weeks, in the meantime, also the small private receiving end of the small private knock and also the small private silence, sat in the wooden thrift-store chair across from Tasha's desk and waited for Tasha to decide.

Tasha decided.

Tasha said, “Mrs. Adesanya.”

Mrs. Adesanya said, “Lieutenant Reed.”

Tasha said, “We will, on the small private accounting of the present envelope, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also be in Long Beach by noon.”

§

Mrs. Adesanya stood.

At the door she paused.

She said, on the small private accounting of having read the small private framed cross-stitched line that Tasha had, on the morning she had also started at the agency on the eighteenth of July in 2034, also brought from her apartment on Sunset Cliffs and hung above her desk,

“Lieutenant Reed.”

Tasha said, “Yes.”

Mrs. Adesanya read the cross-stitched line aloud.

Bury me in a free land.

She said, “Frances Harper.”

Tasha said, “Yes.”

Mrs. Adesanya said, “On the small private accounting of the past three weeks, in the meantime, on the same accounting, my son, in advance, also wanted to be.”

She left.

§

When the door closed, on the small private accounting of the morning, Tasha did not, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also move for the count of about eleven.

Then she said, “Eli.”

I said, “Yes.”

She said, “This one is mine.”

I said, “It is.”

She said, “You will, on the small private accounting of the next two weeks, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also be the second chair.”

I said, “I will.”

She said, “Eli.”

I said, “Yes.”

She said, “On the small private accounting of also Yusuf Adesanya being also twenty-eight, in advance, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also the same age as my nephew, the small private accounting of which is, on the same accounting, in fact also a question I am, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance also not going to answer.”

I said, “Tasha.”

She said, “Yes.”

I said, “On the small private accounting of nineteen years of working detection, in the meantime, on the same accounting, also that is, in fact, in advance, also the question.”
EPUB/cover.jpg
' AN ELI VANE MYSTERY - BOOK EIGHT

RED SHIFT

A novellai

°

MATT CROHN





