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For the workers who gave their hours and wondered why.

For the ones who felt the weight grow heavier no matter how much they gave.

For the parents who looked at their payslip with unease, and for the families who questioned where their labour truly went.

For the ones who walked away with trembling hands and wild hearts.

For the ones still standing at the edge, unsure if they’re brave enough.

You are.

For every soul who was never greedy, only longing to be free.

And for those who came here to remember:

your worth was never measured in numbers or notes.

You don’t need permission to live freely.

You never did.

“They called it contribution, but it was extraction.

They named it duty, but it was debt.

Behind the numbers and the laws, freedom was waiting, silent and alive.

To unravel tax is not to reject society, but to remember what was always ours.”

— The Nomad Family
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This book was born out of unease, the kind that rises every time money leaves our hands and never seems to return in full. For years, we accepted it the way most people do, as something inevitable, as part of being a “good citizen.” Pay your taxes, do your duty, trust that it is for the greater good. But beneath the surface, questions began to stir.

Why, if tax is for the benefit of all, do the many always feel the burden while the few grow richer? Why, if contribution is natural to community, has it been turned into an enforced obligation? Why, no matter how much we pay, do the services promised seem forever underfunded, while wars, bailouts, and control mechanisms are endlessly resourced?

At first, we thought these doubts were selfish, or naïve. Surely tax was simply the price of civilisation. But the more we looked, the more it began to unravel. The numbers didn’t add up. The history revealed intentions far from fairness. The system, when seen clearly, was less about shared contribution and more about control.

This book is our attempt to put language to what so many quietly sense: that tax is not neutral, not natural, and not the unquestionable pillar of society we were told it was.

Like school, it is a system with origins in control and maintenance of power, one that disguises itself as service while functioning as extraction.

We write this not to stir fear, but to bring clarity. Because with clarity comes choice. And with choice comes freedom. This book is not a financial manual. It is not an argument for or against one form of taxation. It is testimony, lived and researched, about the way tax has been woven into our lives, how it shapes our sense of duty, and how it keeps so many from ever tasting true sovereignty.

If you’ve picked up this book, perhaps you feel it too. Perhaps you’ve wondered why you work harder but never seem freer. Perhaps you’ve questioned why “public funds” never reach the public in the ways promised. Or perhaps you simply carry that whisper inside: the system was never designed for us.

We are here to say: you are not wrong.

This book is for you. For the families and individuals daring to see through the illusion. For the workers who can no longer pretend. For the dreamers who know contribution and community can exist without coercion.

May these words give you courage. May they strip away the fog. And may you remember: wealth was always yours.

— The Nomad Family
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This book would not exist without the voices of those who dared to question the stories we were told about money, labour, and duty. Writers, researchers, historians, and everyday people who refused to accept that tax was sacred or inevitable, your courage has been a lantern in the dark.

To the communities who gathered around kitchen tables, in late-night conversations, and in quiet corners of the internet, comparing notes and sharing truths, thank you. You reminded us that we were not alone, that many others were pulling at the same loose threads, unwilling to look away.

And to you, holding this book now, ready to peer beyond the illusion of tax, thank you. Your willingness to question is not just personal, it is cultural. Every choice to see clearly sends ripples outward, and those ripples matter more than we know.

This work is not ours alone. It belongs to all who choose truth over illusion, sovereignty over compliance, and freedom over fear.

Nathan & Samantha The Nomad Family
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This book isn’t here to give you a new system. It isn’t a manual for how to manage your money or a step-by-step plan for financial independence. It is here to help you see clearly, to unravel what tax really is, and to remember what freedom has always been.

Each chapter carries two threads. The first is one of deconstruction, pulling apart the myths and machinery of taxation: its history, its hidden purposes, its costs, and its hold on society. The second is one of remembering, holding space for what rises when the illusion falls away: true contribution, voluntary exchange, and the wealth that cannot be measured in numbers.

At the end of each chapter, you’ll find a short mini-guide and journal prompts. These are not tasks, not assignments, but invitations. They are meant to spark reflection, to help you notice where the conditioning of tax still lingers in your thinking, and to imagine what life could look like without it at the centre.

You can read this book straight through, as a journey from the invention of tax to the reset that calls us back into sovereignty. Or you can dip in where you need it most — to understand the roots of the system, to process the emotional cost, or to feel reassured that you are not alone in questioning.

Most of all, let this book be a companion, not a prescription. Take what resonates, leave what doesn’t, and trust that freedom is already alive in you, waiting to be remembered.
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This book may confirm the doubts you’ve carried, or it may unsettle the certainty you’ve held. Either way, if these words are in your hands, you already know it’s time to look closer.

For most of us, tax was never a choice. The moment we began to earn, to buy, to live within society, we were already inside its grasp. Income, sales, property, fuel, inheritance, layer upon layer, deduction upon deduction. We were told it was natural. We were told it was the price of civilisation.

But tax was never born from generosity. It was not created as a fair way to pool resources, but as a system of control, a mechanism to extract labour, time, and wealth in service of the state.

This is not about blaming those who collect it, nor about denying the need for contribution within a community. It is about the machinery itself: the invention of tax, the hidden lessons it teaches, and the hold it has on our societies and our souls.

Families everywhere are beginning to question. Workers sense the futility of endless deductions. Parents notice that even as they contribute, their children’s futures grow narrower, not wider.

Communities see services crumble while wars and bailouts are endlessly funded. Deep down, we all know something is wrong.

This book will not hand you another method. It will give you a lens, to see where tax came from, why it persists, and what happens when families and individuals step beyond it.

Because here is the truth: contribution is not the same as taxation. Tax is not freedom. And until we see that clearly, we cannot reclaim what has always been ours.
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