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The names in this book are used fictitiously and any resemblance of persons is coincidental. The facts in this book are based on information provided to the author.

I attempted to put the sound of foreign words in parenthesis to help you pronounce them easier.

Please remember that I speak English so I am attempting to help others pronounce the words by the way I hear them.

Hello or Haai(hi). How are you or Hoe gaan dit? (hoo-gaan-diht).

My name is Wilhelm. I speak Afrikaans as well as English.

This is my twin sister, Annika.
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Where is South Africa? It is located on the Southern tip of the continent of Africa. 

The country of Lesotho is landlocked inside South Africa but it is its own country.

My country is famous for its scenery and wildlife. It brings the biggest economy to Africa.
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I live in Cape Town. It is a huge port city on the Southwest coast. We have more than 3 million people living here! This is the legislative capital. The Parliament buildings are located here.

My city was founded by Dutch settlers. They built the Castle of Good Hope, which is a stone fortress that still stands today.

Most of the roads here are made of cobblestones.
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What activities can you enjoy for fun while you’re in my town?

You can ride the blue train. It goes from Cape Town to Pretoria in just one day!

You can go surfing, fishing, or boating right off the coast.



[image: ]

TABLE MOUNTAIN IS SOUTH of the city center. People go here to look at this unique-shaped mountain. It has a flat top.
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THERE ARE BOTANICAL gardens to visit as well as the famous Cape of Good Hope. Beautiful beaches and the peninsula that divides the Atlantic Ocean and False Bay are here. (A Peninsula is an area of land surrounded by water on three sides.)

One of my favorite things to do is visit the aquarium. I love learning about the sea life that surrounds me.

The money we use in my country is called the Zuid-Afrikaanse Rand. (ZAR). One rand equals 100 cents.

The bill the R 200 is our largest note.

Our money is written in English and Afrikaans. 

One South African rand equals 0.055 USD.
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OUR CAPITAL CITIES are Pretoria, Cape Town, and Bloemfontein. We are the only country in the world that has three capital cities. We did this because we have an arrangement where power is shared throughout the different regions.
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OUR PARLIAMENT MEETS in Cape Town. The law courts are in Bloemfontein.

What is the Government like here in South Africa?

We have a democratically elected government. This means the people vote for officials. You must be 18 years of age to vote. I cannot wait until I am 18 so I can participate!

My country is led by the President and a two-house Parliament. The President can rule for two five-year terms. 

Each Province has its own local government.
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WHAT IS THE CLIMATE like here?

It is mostly warm and dry. 

Winters in the west can be very cold and sometimes have snow!

More rain falls on the east coast than in any other part of my country, especially during the summer.

Water shortages are common here. The Western coast is the most affected by this issue.

Our winter is in July and our summer is in November. This is because we are south of the equator. (The equator is an imaginary line that divides the planet Earth into the Northern and Southern hemispheres).

The highest mountain in South Africa is Mafadi. It is 11,320 feet (3,450 meters) high.

Here is a photo of me in front of Mount Mafadi.
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THE DRAKENSBERG MOUNTAINS are in the East. This translates to ‘Dragon Mountains’ in the Afrikaans language. The Zulu call these mountains Ukhahlamba, or ‘barrier of spears.’

The Orange River is the longest and it is 1,300 miles or (2080 km) long.

The largest lake is Lake Chrissie, which is 11 sq miles (28 sq km).
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HERE IS A PHOTO OF me and my sister at Lake Chrissie. Isn’t it beautiful? I love visiting this lake.

The religions here are very diverse. About 24 % of the population are Christians.

Around 5 million people follow traditional religions and a small percentage of people here are Muslim and Hindu.

Did you know that 1/3 of the world’s gold is mined in South Africa? 

We also mine diamonds, uranium, and coal. Big Hole in Kimberly is the site of a diamond mine. It is the largest manmade hole on Earth!
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WE HAVE HYDROELECTRIC dams that help bring water into homes. The Gariep Dam is the largest here. There are over 500 dams in South Africa!

This is a photo of me and my friend Prince in front of the Gariep Dam.
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WHAT IS OUR SCHOOL like here?

Basic education is free in South Africa. The government covers tuition costs for grades R (reception year) to 9.

We go to school around 7:50 AM and stay until 2:30 PM.

Our school year begins in January. Our summer is from early December to late January. Our winter vacation is in July.

Some children travel long distances to get to school. 
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WE WEAR UNIFORMS TO school. Do you wear a uniform to your school?

Children start school at the age of 5 or 6. This is our Primary School. 

We study math, science, foreign language, history, and a skill. I am pursuing woodworking as my skill of choice.

From ages 11 or 12 we start Secondary School. After that children can decide if they want to go to college.

[image: ]

WHAT DO THE COLORS in our flag mean?

The ‘Y’ in our flag represents all people moving together towards a unified nation. Blue represents the ocean. The White stands for the White South Africans. The Red stands for bloodshed during times of war. The green represents the farms and the environment. Gold stands for resources. The Black stands for the Black South Africans. 

The Green, Gold, and Black are said to stand for the ANC (African National Congress). The Red, White, and Blue are said to stand for the British and Dutch flags.

[image: ]

BEFORE I GO, I WILL teach you some words in the Afrikaans language.

Diamond is diamante (dee-uh-mon-tuh).

Gold is goud (howt).

Silver is silwer (silver).

Elephant is olifant (oh-lee-fant).

Giraffe is kameelperd (kah-meel-perd).

Goodbye is totsiens (tot-seens).
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HELLO OR SAWUBONA (sawh-boh-nah).

My name is Blessing. I live in Zululand, South Africa, which is in the country's Northeastern part. It is in the KwaZulu-Natal Province.

We are the largest ethnic group in South Africa. There are an estimated 10-11 million Zulu in my country. 

I speak the isiZulu language.
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WE LIVE IN CLANS. CLANS are made up of several different households. Each clan is controlled by a male leader. He helps us make wise decisions for laws and battles.

We also have a King who rules over all the clan leaders. Our King has a role in the South African Government.
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WE KEEP OUR TRADITIONS alive with many dances such as the Reed Dance Ceremony and the Warrior Dance.
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WOMEN HERE MAKE BEADED jewelry and headdresses to wear for our ceremonies. They also make pottery.

We like to sing and play drums during weddings and funerals.

The house I live in is round, made of mud bricks, and has a thatched roof. There are usually many of these houses together built inside an enclosure that is called a Kraal.
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I want to tell you about the animals here in South Africa. We have so many!

We have lions, leopards
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