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      To Farmer John, the cow guy whose dedication to his animals is an inspiration.
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      Note to parents and teachers: The bolded words are second-grade vocabulary words. A list of the words used can be found at the end of the book.
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        Thank you for reading From the Farm to the Table Dairy, book 1 in From the Farm to the Table series of picture books.

      

      

      
        
        If you liked this book, I’d love it if you’d leave a review at Goodreads, and BookBub.

      

        

      
        I love hearing from my fans. You can contact me through my website.
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        Did you know dairy cows can have quadruplets? They mooo-st certainly can!

      

        

      
        Join Farmer John as he introduces second and third graders to the Four Quart Girls, a set of quadruplet calves born unassisted on a California dairy. With vibrant photographs and easy-to-read text, this delightful book offers a behind-the-scenes look at life on a dairy farm—for both animals and humans.

      

        

      
        Written by 35-year veteran photojournalist Kathy Coatney, who specializes in agriculture, this engaging story combines fun facts with educational insights to spark curiosity about farming and where our food comes from.

      

        

      
        Book 1 of the From the Farm to the Table series, is designed for young readers with a focus on second-grade vocabulary. Perfect for classrooms and kids who love animals!
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      Farmer John is a cow guy. Even before he was old enough to go to school, he loved cows, especially dairy cows. He liked their shape. He liked their black, black eyes, and he loved that they gave him sweet, lip-smacking milk.
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      Milk made Farmer John other things he loved, like cheese and yogurt and butter and buttermilk, which gave more things he loved. Like pancakes and bread. Milk even made special, special treats like ice cream that he loved on a hot summer day.

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      Farmer John grew up on a dairy farm in California that his daddy, Farmer Lawrence, started in 1900, more than 100 years ago. When Farmer John turned six, he was given a new chore.
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      Farmer John started milking cows. Cows were milked by hand back then. Now there are machines that milk the cows.
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      Farmer John grew and grew and grew, and when he finished school he kept working on his daddy’s dairy. He worked hard and he loved it.
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      Farmer John spent his days and a lot of nights with cows. He milked them, he fed them, he took care of them when they were sick, and he watched over them when they had their calves. Baby cows are called calves.
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      More years went by and Farmer John got married and started his own family. He worked on the dairy, and he also started a processing plant. A processing plant is where milk is pasteurized and put into bottles. Milk is pasteurized by cooking it.
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