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The M2 MacBook Pro comes with an 8-core CPU, 10-core GPU, and high-performance media engine, allowing you to complete tasks quickly, create great visuals, and work with many streams of 4K and 8K ProRes videos simultaneously. With up to 24GB of unified memory and up to 2TB of SSD storage, you can work on multiple programs simultaneously without any lag or slowdown.

While the design of the M2 MacBook Pro remains the same, the addition of the M2 chip makes a significant difference in its performance. Compared to the prior-generation M1 chip, the M2 offers an 18% faster CPU, a 35% faster GPU, and a 40% faster neural engine. This means you can edit images and movies or run multiple programs simultaneously, all with a significant performance boost.

There are no external design changes to the MacBook Pro, and it continues to feature the same aluminum body with a large Force Touch trackpad, speakers at the side of the keyboard, and a 13.3-inch display with slim black bezels. It also comes in two color options for the 13" variant - space grey and silver.

[image: image]

While the MacBook Air 2022 offers up to four-color options, including Midnight, Starlight, Space Grey, and Silver, the MacBook Pro 2022 packs more power with its M2 chip. For power users, color options may not be a priority as they can take advantage of the M2 chip's superior performance, which Apple claims to be 1.4 times more powerful than its predecessor. If you prefer a classic look, the silver color option is more in line with older MacBook Pro models. Alternatively, if you're looking for a change, the Space Grey option might better suit your aesthetic preferences.

However, the battery capacity stays the same, with the packaged 67W (up from 61W) USB-C charger coming as a pleasant upgrade. To top it all, the new Mac Book Pro supports spatial audio, which its predecessor did not. Here is a summary of the main features of the M2 MacBook Pro

	M2 processor with 8GB memory (configurable to 16GB or 24GB)

	SSD storage capacity of 256 GB, 512 GB, 1 TB, and 2 TB

	13-inch (2560 x 1600 pixels, 227 PPI) Retina display with 500 nits of brightness. The FaceTime camera is clean and bright, with a True Tone 720p resolution.

	A battery with a capacity of 58.2Wh (claimed battery life of up to 20 hours of movie playback)

	Touch ID on the New and Improved Touch Bar

	2 Thunderbolt and 4 USB-A ports provide connectivity.

	3.5 mm headphone jack

	Stereo sound speakers (with support for spatial audio)

	Bluetooth Wi-Fi 6 (802.11ax) Size: 30.41 x 21.24 x 1.56cm / Weight: 1.4 lb.


The 2022 MacBook Pro with the M2 processor starts at $1299 for the entry-level model with 256GB of SSD storage and 8GB of RAM. The higher-end models with 16GB RAM and larger SSD storage options are also available and range in price from $1499 to $2499, depending on the configuration. 

In this guide, you'll learn how to make the most of the M2 MacBook Pro's features, from setting up your device to using advanced features such as the Touch Bar and Force Touch trackpad. This guide also covers security, data management, and troubleshooting.

Whether you're a new MacBook Pro user or an experienced one looking to get the most out of your device, this guide will be your go-to resource. Let's dive in!
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Unboxing Your M2 Chip-Powered MacBook Pro 
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Let’s start with a quick unboxing and see what comes in the box when you purchase an M2 MacBook Pro. Now, the first thing you will notice is that the MacBook Pro is wrapped in some environmentally friendly paper instead of plastic. Also in the box are a USB-c to USB-c cable, a packet with some paperwork with the typical start-up or set-up guide, and two space grey stickers. This also comes with a 67-watt power adapter to take care of all your charging needs. 

The MacBook Pro still rocks a sleek look, although it features the same design as its predecessor. It is made of aluminum and comes with a 3.5mm headphone jack on the right side, two Thunderbolt 3 ports on the side, and one external display of up to 6k at 60 hertz.
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Setting Up Your M2 Chip MacBook Pro
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When you first turn on your brand-new MacBook Pro, you will get that very satisfying “hello” in different languages that gets you excited for what is coming next. You will then be guided through the setup process by the Setup Assistant. This simple process will help you get started with your new Mac. During setup, you can respond to all the prompts or skip some steps and complete them later. Now let’s go through them step by step.

	The first step in the setup process is to set your country or region. This sets the language and time zone for your Mac. 


[image: image]

	You are presented with accessibility options, which you can view for Vision, Motor, Hearing, and Cognitive abilities or skip for now. Simply put, these accessibility features adapt your Mac to your individual needs. You can turn them on immediately to help you conclude the setting up process or customize them later in the system settings. 

	Next, you'll need to connect your MacBook Pro to a Wi-Fi network, as you’ll need an internet connection to continue the setup process. You can choose the network and enter a password if necessary. Or plug in an Ethernet cable if you're using wired connection. If you do not see the Wi-Fi status icon in the menu bar after setup, you can add it by going to System Preferences, clicking Network, and selecting "Show Wi-Fi status in the menu bar."

	Next is Migration Assistant. This helps you transfer information from a previously owned Mac or Windows PC. If you're setting up your first Mac and haven't previously owned a PC, click "Not Now" in the Migration Assistant window. However, if you want to transfer data from another computer or a previously owned Mac during setup or at a later time, you can do so using the Transfer Your Data feature.

	Upon setting up your Apple device, you will be requested to log in using your Apple ID, which serves as your account for all Apple-related activities, such as accessing the App Store, Apple Books, iCloud, Messages, and many more. It is highly recommended to have your own personal Apple ID and avoid sharing it with others. If you don't have an Apple ID yet, you can create one for free during the setup process.

	If you already have an Apple operating system, you will get an authorization number, which is a message for a verification code. 

	Once you are verified, you should create a computer account, which will require the following details. 


	Full name

	Account name

	Password

	Hint



It is always advisable to add a password to protect you, especially as an administrator, so no one goes in and makes any changes to your computer. 


	Next is your iCloud. You'll also have the option to store files in iCloud, which allows you to access your content - documents, photos, and more - from anywhere. To set this up later, open System Preferences, sign in with your Apple ID if you haven't already, click Apple ID, click iCloud in the sidebar, and select the features you wish to use. 

	You will be prompted to select the Find My option, which allows you to locate your Mac on a map, send messages, and remotely lock or erase it. This means you will be able to find it if you ever forget it somewhere. Generally, this is a nice feature to have.

	Next is the “Make This Your New Mac” which gives you the On/Off options for the following:


	Location services

	Device analytics

	App analytics

	Siri

	Screen time

	FileVault Disk Encryption

	Appearance(Dark/Light)


[image: image]

	Screen Time is another option that allows you to monitor and get reports on the use of your computer. You can set this up during the initial setup or later.

	You can also enable Siri and "Hey Siri" during setup. To enable "Hey Siri," you'll need to speak several Siri commands when prompted. 

	Another great feature you can set up during the initial setup is Touch ID. You can add a fingerprint during setup or later by opening System Preferences and clicking Touch ID. You can use Touch ID to unlock your Mac, use Apple Pay to purchase items on the App Store, Apple TV app, Apple Books, and websites, and auto-fill your password.

	If you plan to have multiple users using the same MacBook Pro, each user can add a fingerprint to Touch ID to quickly unlock, authenticate, and log in to the MacBook Pro. You can add up to three fingerprints per user account and five for all your MacBook Pro user accounts.

	Lastly, you can configure Apple Pay for one user account on your MacBook Pro during setup. Other users can still pay with Apple Pay, but they must complete the purchase using their iPhone or Apple Watch that has been set up for Apple Pay. 
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Basic Functionalities
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The Control Center on MacOS is a convenient feature that offers quick access to frequently used actions on your Mac. Whether you need to adjust your display settings, turn on or off Wi-Fi and Bluetooth, or play your favorite music, the Control Center makes it easy to do so.

To access the Control Center on your Mac, simply locate the icon in your menu bar that looks like a double toggle. You can't remove or rearrange any of the default buttons in the Control Center, but you can add a few more options.

[image: image]

To customize the Control Center, go to System Preferences and select Dock & Menu Bar. Scroll down to Other Modules, and choose Accessibility Shortcuts, Battery, or Fast User Switching. Then, mark the option to "Show in Control Center." These will appear at the bottom of the Control Center.
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How to Use the Control Center on Mac
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By default, the Control Center on Mac includes the following sections:

	Wi-Fi: Turn Wi-Fi on or off, select a network or open Network Preferences.

	Bluetooth: Turn Bluetooth on or off, view connected accessories, or open Bluetooth Preferences.

	AirDrop: Turn AirDrop on or off and select Contacts Only or Everyone.

	Focus: Turn on Do Not Disturb for a certain period, such as while driving or sleeping, or open Focus Preferences.

	Keyboard Brightness: Adjust the Keyboard Brightness or open Keyboard Preferences.

	Screen Mirroring: Select a connected device for Screen Mirroring or open Display Preferences.

	Display: Adjust the display brightness, turn Dark Mode, Night Shift, and True Tone on or off, connect to another device (sidecar), or open Display Preferences.

	Sound: Adjust the volume, AirPlay to a connected device, or open Sound Preferences.

	Music (Playing Now): Play, pause, or move forward to the next song in the Apple Music app.
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