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JANUARY 1995 - DAVID'S LAST DAYS (1 Kin. 1:1 - 2:11; cp. 1 Chr. 28, 29)
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EDITORIAL 9501 - AMBITION, DEFECTION AND CONSOLIDATION

We give a very warm welcome to all our readers and contributors, regular and new, and trust the Lord of all glory will bless and be with us in our 1995 series.

The reading of the last chapter of 1 Chronicles brings a mixture of sadness and joy.  The long reign of David now comes to an end.  He had a full life and the Lord had blessed him and his people.  All the greatness and glory of his kingdom he attributed to the Lord.  His leadership had been an exemplary one that consolidated the nation in a position of strength among the peoples (v.30).  Yet all his ability, his heart and his material resources were channelled into the preparation for the building of a house for the Lord (vv. 1-3).  This was David's chief joy and all-consuming passion.  His striking humility is evident, and his ambition for his sons was not for place and position or earthly wealth but a true and loyal heart to the Lord.  Where do we stand today in all this?

Contrasted with this is the fierce ambition of Adonijah.  David's family fortunes were indeed mixed.  First Amnon, then Absalom and now Adonijah was to be a cause of pain and grief.  Self-exaltation is to the fore: ‘... I will be king' (1 Kin. 1:5).  The defection of some of David's long-standing confederates is a tremendous blow, as without compunction they give their allegiance to a usurper.  When problems like this arise there can be no brooking of delay.  Thankfully steadfast allies moved quickly.  Solomon (‘peaceful'), also called Jedidiah (‘beloved of Jah'), was brought to the throne in a double coronation.  The man of war is now succeeded by the man of peace.  The great warrior-king ensures safe transition of power to his heir in the subjugation of internal foes; all indicative of that day when our Lord Jesus, the Mighty God and Prince of Peace, will come to this earth in power and glory, with angelic retinue, to subdue His enemies and establish the glorious millennial reign of peace (see Matthew 24 and 25).

R.B.F.

CONTRIBUTIONS

From Ayr:  Although this is the last chapter in David's life, it is a very beautiful chapter, as it brings out the very best in David: what he treasured most, the plan of God's house and to what degree he would ensure it would be completed.  Though he would not see it with his physical sight, spiritually he had seen it over and over again, sharing with the Lord, receiving from the Lord, and in his own meditation.  To David the house of God was alive; it was all his life.  We also see the continued commitment and love of those close to David, his household and those ‘mighty men' with whom he had spent life's experience.

Could David's reaction to Adonijah's self-promotion have been more forthright?  His reaction has the energy of the young man that put on Saul's armour all those years before.  In many ways we sighed as we wondered at his faltering in pulling his wayward sons into line.  God had spoken and chosen.  Solomon must be king.  ‘As the Lord liveth, assuredly Solomon shall reign after me ... this day.'  It is with great significance that we read that this worn out man, wrapped up in his bed because he couldn't keep warm, ‘stood up'.

Outside, the city rang again.  The man of rest was on the throne.  The dawn of Israel's great days of peace and quietness had appeared.  Here David heralded the things he had received from the Lord: Judah would be prince, among the tribes; Solomon would be King; Solomon would build the House.

David encouraged Solomon to be strong in a fashion we have seen before (cp. Moses handing the kingdom to Joshua), and the crux of the covenant with God is emphasised (1 Chr. 28).  After this, with regard to the remit for the House he says ‘... and do it.'  To David the moment of God's glorification had come, and he satisfied himself that he had discharged this responsibility fully.  All that he had received from the Giver he gives to Solomon: the pattern of the porch, the houses, the treasuries, the upper rooms, the inner chambers, the place of the Mercy Seat.  The pattern of all that he had by the Spirit; and the pattern of all those things that he had mulled over so often continued to pour from his being; and we stand back in amazement at the treasure.  What might have overcome us most were we there?  The pattern or the treasure?  The people were caught up in the spirit of the king and his vision, and they added willingly to the treasure.  In our materialistic age we cannot omit to give willingly, for the Lord knows the imaginations of our thoughts.  David the king was really delighted at the whole affair and rejoiced with great joy.  Again, we are reminded of the young king who danced in the streets before the Lord.  Could the day of Israel's peace have had a greater opening?  David blessed the Lord whose is ‘the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory and the majesty ... for all ... is thine ... we are ... sojourners.'

Allen M. Rankine

From Birkenhead:  History, as recorded in Scripture, highlights the activity of God as the ruler of all powers and reveals His character in His dealings with people and nations.  Unlike secular records, the Bible focuses on the moral and religious aspects of unfolding events.  Prov. 16:33 assures us that, whilst men may view events as happening by chance, God is in fact in overall control.

Adonijah, possessed of self-exalted thoughts, declared he would be king.  By human reasoning, endeavour and scheming he determined to achieve his objective.  From 1 Kin. 1:5, 7, 8, 10 we see how the inclusion or exclusion of individuals in his planning was considered advantageous.  Like Absalom beforehand (2 Sam. 15) he acquired the outward signs of high office (1 Kin. 1:5), presumably to influence the people to recognize him as king.

It seems that David's handling of his son (1 Kin. 1:6) probably opened the way for Adonijah to act so foolishly.  Lack of discipline can have serious consequences (consider Eli with Hophni and Phinehas in 1 Sam. 2:22, 23 and 3:12, 13).

David was acquainted of what was happening and it was confirmed that Solomon was to be the chosen king, although referring to 2 Sam. 7 there is no mention of a named individual. [Cp. however, the word of the Lord to David in 1 Chr. 22:9, 10—Eds.]  If the Lord's blessing is to be experienced it is crucial to be assured that plans are of the Lord and to realise that it is the humble who are exalted by God.  Scripture makes clear that it is those of such character who are truly great (see Rom. 12:3; 1 Pet. 5:5, 6).

In 1 Kin. 1:7, 8 names are listed.  It may be profitable to consider possible reasons for individuals taking sides at this stage.  For ourselves we were moved to think of the One who was on earth despised and rejected (Is. 53:3), who humbled Himself (Phil. 2:8), who is by God exalted, bearing the name that is above all others.  It is to Him that our allegiance is due, for He is Lord.

R.D. Williams

From Glasgow: ‘Adonijah' (Heb. ‘Jehovah is my Lord', or ‘Worshipper of Jah') ‘slew sheep and oxen and fatlings by the stone of Zoheleth' (1 Kin. 1:9).  By so doing, Adonijah belied the meaning of his name.  Zoheleth means ‘serpent' (from Heb. root zahal—to creep, crawl).  This sums up Adonijah.  Like his half-brother Absalom before him, he coveted the birthright of another.  David it seems, was aware of the threat but did nothing until the crisis was sprung upon him.  Behind his father's back, Adonijah attempted to steal the throne from Solomon [Comment 1].

The Lord's words are very apt: ‘By their fruits ye shall know them'.  No true worshipper of God would have acted so deviously.  No doubt many in Israel were impressed by Adonijah's words and deeds.  But behind the charismatic personality and seeming piety, lay ruthless ambition and treachery.  But for the timely intervention of faithful Nathan the prophet, Adonijah might have succeeded.  He had stolen the hearts of two key men in Israel whose names alone were enough to inspire memories of the great days of David's military victories, Joab and Abiathar, two men who had been stalwart supporters of King David.

Joab, we know, fell out of favour with David after he killed Absalom (2 Sam. 18:14), but was reinstated as captain of the host after murdering Amasa, his rival.  Very possibly there was no-one else available with the necessary skills and experience of generalship.  Joab had made sure of that.  Perhaps this rift with David sowed the seeds of Joab's eventual defection to Adonijah.  How sad that Joab and Abiathar should betray their king in the closing days of his reign!  Their fall should be a warning to us as individuals.  No matter how far we may have come in spiritual things, none of us can afford to relax our vigilance; temptations come when least expected.  ‘Be sober, be watchful: your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion walks about, seeking whom he may devour ...' (1 Pet. 5:8).  As a people, we ought to pray for our spiritual leaders.  We should ask the Lord to preserve them from the fiery darts of the evil one and give them strength to resist the temptations that are peculiar to those who are entrusted with the responsibility of leadership.

Perhaps we can see a shadow of things to come in the history of Adonijah.  It is written of the Antichrist that he ‘shall come in time of security and shall obtain the kingdom by flatteries' (Dan. 11:21), and ‘neither shall he ... regard any god, for he shall magnify himself above all' (Dan. 11:37).

Jo Johnson

From Halifax:  1 and 2 Chronicles were originally written on one scroll, scribes and prophets, some of whom are stated in 2 Chr.—Nathan (9:29), Shemaiah and Iddo (12:15), Jehu (20:34), and Isaiah (26:22; 32:32)—recording, in ancient Hebrew, the events of the reign of whichever Kin. they served under [Comment 10].  The scroll was divided into two by the Septuagint translators in the 3rd century BC, in Alexandria.  They cover the history of the Kin. of Israel and Judah from Solomon to the time of the Babylonian captivity, a period of 413 years.

Saul, the first king of Israel (1 Sam. 12:13), is not mentioned throughout 1 and 2 Kin..  The record begins with King David, a man after God's own heart who fulfilled all His will (Acts 13:22), and, his successor, Solomon, both of whom reigned over Israel for forty years (2 Sam. 5:4; 1 Kin. 11:42).  Following the division of the kingdom there were 19 Kings of Judah, all descendants of David, who reigned for 345 years, and 19 Kings of Israel, of 9 dynasties, who reigned for 210 years.  David commenced his reign when he was thirty years old (2 Sam. 5:4) and was turned seventy when confined to bed by reason of age and infirmity (1 Kin. 1:1, 47).  No Jewish king, after David, lived for more than sixty years.

Adonijah, David's fourth son and possibly the eldest alive at this time, considered it right that he should succeed his father to the throne and set himself up accordingly.  However, the promise had been made by David to his wife Bathsheba, the mother of Solomon, that Solomon would succeed him to the throne of Israel, and this was in accord with the divine will (2 Sam. 7:12; 1 Chr. 22:9, 10; 28:4-7), and in the royal line (Mat. 1:6).  Nathan, the prophet of the Lord, took the initiative (2 Sam. 7; cp. 1 Kin. 1:11-13), and advised Bathsheba to go in and see David and remind him of his promise concerning Solomon.  David said, ‘Your son shall be king after me, and he shall sit upon my throne in my place' (2 Sam. 1:30 NKJV).  From the time of his birth the Lord had loved him, and, because of the Lord, Solomon was named Jedidiah, ‘beloved of Jehovah' (2 Sam. 12:25).  Priest and prophet were to act together in anointing him king (2 Sam. 1:34, 45).

David reminded Solomon of the fivefold charge of God (2 Sam. 2:3), so that he might prosper in all that he did, prosper wherever he went, and that the Lord might continue His faithful word.  ‘So teach us to number our days, that we may get us an heart of wisdom' (Ps. 90:12).

H.R. Dodge

From Lerwick:  Dan 4:17 and Rom. 13:1 show that God rules in the kingdom of men.  In 1 Chr. 22:9 God spoke to David telling him that his son was to be named Solomon and would reign after him.  In the preceding verses God had explained that David, being a man of blood, was not an acceptable candidate for the building of the house of God [Comment 2].  This privilege was given to Solomon who was granted a peaceful reign so that he could accomplish this task.  When Solomon was anointed king the oil was taken from the Tent (1 Kin. 1:39).  We understand this to be the Tent of Meeting and the oil used was the holy oil mentioned in Ex. 30:23-32.  Ps. 89:20 sheds further light on the subject, regarding David: ‘with my holy oil have I anointed him' [Comment 3].

We wondered if Adonijah's attempt to establish himself as king took place between the time when Solomon was appointed king (1 Chr. 23:1), and when he was anointed king (1 Chr. 29:22) [Comment 4].  One thing is clear, he knew he was doing wrong for he admitted to Bathsheba that the Lord had chosen Solomon (1 Kin. 2:15).  This event was a further manifestation of the curse that came upon David's house when he took Bathsheba to be his wife (2 Sam. 12:10).  The establishing of Solomon as king in a time of peace and the riches prepared by David, ensured the perfect conditions for the building of the Solomonic Temple, the material house of God.  By contrast, when Jesus taught in Jn. 4:21-34 how we should worship, the material house was done away with and the building of the present, spiritual house prospered in the face of persecution (Acts 7:47-49).

A. Nicol, S. Nicol

From Liverpool: Adonijah's plot and Joab's downfall  Being David's eldest surviving son Adonijah clearly thought he had a valid claim to the throne and acted while, he supposed, David was too weak and feeble to react.  It is interesting to note that the notoriously treacherous Joab was still plotting! [Comment 7] Having got away with so much for so long maybe he felt he could act with impunity.  But David, though unable to act himself, left instructions that punishment should come to him.

Solomon's generosity in sparing the life of his brother was repaid by a further attempt to claim the crown and Adonijah was executed [Comment 5].  It is a sad statistic that so many lives have been lost throughout history by those seeking to elevate themselves in this way.  This is in sharp contrast to the greatest King of all, who gave up so much for us.

Shimei  At the height of his opposition to David, Shimei's life was spared even though he was a relative of Saul's and had supported Absalom's rebellion, bringing curses upon the exiled David.  What changed David's mind now?  Had Shimei been judged as a troublemaker in his conduct since then, this attitude would make sense.  It seems that David was referring still to the time of his exile.  Perhaps, as with Joab, he realised he had shown mercy at the expense of justice and was regretting it at least for the sake of the kingdom if not for personal reasons [Comment 6].

D.J. Webster

From Manchester:  The consideration of David's last instructions to Solomon regarding the building of the Temple provides further insight into the marvellous truths of God's house and also renews the challenge to ourselves today to ‘be strong and of good courage, and do it' (1 Chr. 28:20).  David spoke to the people about the desire of his heart regarding a house for God, and the reason why he was not to be the man to build it (1 Chr. 28:2, 3).  Being ‘a man of blood', David had ‘bloody hands' and was therefore defiled, impure.  It would be inappropriate for such a man to undertake the building of God's holy dwelling place on earth [see Comment 2 Lerwick].  Yet he was not bitter or resentful and when we consider his reaction in 2 Sam. 7:18-29, we see a man of humility, and truly a ‘worshipper God made'.

An important principle about God's house is brought out in 1 Chr. 28:12—that God Himself is the divine Architect, a truth which harmonises beautifully with that concerning the origin of the instructions given to Moses regarding the tabernacle (Ex. 25:9, 40).  It is marvellous to note also that the Holy Spirit actually moved David's hand to write down the instructions for the temple—as though he were taking dictation (1 Chr. 28:19) [Comment 8].  The provision of materials for the building of the temple is also a lovely echo of the willing-hearted giving of the Israelites in the desert, for the building of the tabernacle (see Ex. 35:21).  And the amount that both David and the people provided is staggering—around 5361 tonnes of gold, silver, bronze and iron—and that was in addition to the phenomenal provision already made by David in 1 Chr. 22:14!  It gives an indication of the majesty, richness and splendour of this great temple, built for the glory of the Lord.  There's a rallying call from David in 1 Chr. 29:5, which rings loud and clear for our day too: ‘Who then is willing to consecrate himself this day to the Lord?'

David was clearly moved with rejoicing and praising when he saw the people's willing-hearted giving, sharing his vision, and he poured out his heart in praise and worship to the Lord, acknowledging the marvellous truth of God's grace, which holds for our worship in the holy place today, that we only give to God that which He first gave to us (1 Chr. 29:14).

Craig Jones

From North York:  When David assembled all the important and influential men of the day, he was firstly to tell them of the great desire of his heart—that of the building of a house ‘unto the Name of the Lord my God' (1 Chr. 22:7).  Here was the man who walked and talked with God, and who wanted to show this love by building an ‘exceeding magnifical' house.  There was no resentment shown by David.  He loved the Lord and was a realist: he knew if he attempted to build it against the Lord's will, the Lord would not honour it with his presence.  But the Lord had not said to David that he could not assist in its preparation and so David laid aside a great personal treasure.  What a worthy attitude!  Some are builders; others prepare the way.

When Solomon was born, in 2 Sam. 12:24, 25 we read, ‘he (David) called his name Solomon and the Lord loved him.'  David also called his name Jedidiah (beloved of Jah).  Here was recognition from early days that David's son Solomon was to hold a special place in the heart of the Lord.  There was, however, a rider put on this relationship with the Lord and tenure as king, which was the observance of the Lord's commandments and judgements—’if ye forsake Him, He will cast thee off for ever'.

David explained to Solomon God's instructions not only for the construction of the house but also for how the service should be carried out.  David, like Moses, had been privileged to be entrusted with communicating the physical part and also the spiritual part.  One can feel the enthusiasm of David as he pours out the knowledge to his son, and this enthusiasm is seen later when Solomon commenced this great project.  David's gathering together of these influential men was designed to enlist their support in provision of finance and materials.  He first of all details what he has provided, not in any arrogant way but rather as an example to others, and those men that were standing there didn't need much persuasion, when David could say ‘Who then offereth willingly?'  They knew the love David had for his Lord and that his provision was not out of pride but from the heart, and they too loved the Lord.  They also loved their king and so they were prepared to dig deep into their treasuries to ensure that the house of God was indeed to be an ‘exceeding magnifical' building.

So David in his twilight years not only spelt out the succession of the royal house; he prepared for the Lord's house and led his people by example,  In a physical sense David never saw this magnificent and beautiful house, but in his mind's eye he knew every gold nail [Comment 9], board of cedar and carving on the wall and had an impression of that great day when the building would be consecrated.  Even in his disappointment he could say in Ps. 27, ‘One thing have I asked of the Lord, that I will seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life ...'G.J. Hunter, S. Fullerton

COMMENTS

1. (Glasgow):  Whether David, now very old (1 Kin. 1:15), realised the threat or not he reacted swiftly ‘...verily so will I do this day', which is highly commendable.

2. (Lerwick):  David is never so described by the Spirit.  He was not a man who sought other men's lives, not even his enemies', as a man of blood would do.  The Lord called him a man of war (1 Chr. 28:3), not that he sought conflict, but he had to engage many of his people's foes at different times in his career.

R.B.F.

‘Man of blood' was Shimei's calumny of David (2 Sam. 16:7, 8).  This inferred blood-guiltiness, and was untrue.  The correct statement, cited above, is that he was a man of war, and had shed blood.  It was appropriate for the king of peace to build the house of God of peace.

P.L.H.

3. (Lerwick):  The anointing oil was compounded for the priests but was utilised for kingship ceremonies.

4. (Lerwick):  1 Chronicles 23 ties in with 28:21 and would refer to the time of Solomon's anointing, equating also to the latter part of 1 Kin. 1.

5. (Liverpool):  Adonijah knew that Solomon's accession was of the Lord (1 Kin. 2:15), so it was not another challenge.  His unworthiness to live was seen in his wrong desire to have Abishag who ministered to his father David, which coming so soon after his plot to take the throne was an affront and offence to the king.

R.B.F.

I would agree with Liverpool friends.  Even though he admitted that the kingdom was Solomon's ‘from the LORD', he inveigled Bathsheba, who seems not to have understood the implications of the request, into asking for Abishag as his wife.  Solomon understood very well, since it was the practice for oriental Kings to inherit the harems of their predecessors (cp. Absalom's behaviour in 2 Sam. 16:21, 22).  Thus Adonijah's life was taken.  It is possible that he had a genuine attraction to Abishag, who was beautiful and had not actually been David's wife or concubine (1 Kin. 1:4), but if so it was naive of him to think that it could be fulfilled without the appearance of challenge to Solomon.

P.L.H.

6. (Liverpool):  David had indeed shown mercy, rightly so at that time, since repentance appeared to be seen in Shimei; however, the nature of his curse against the Lord's anointed was such that his past sin rendered him unfit to have a place in a kingdom of peace.

R.B.F.

7. (Liverpool):  It is, perhaps, rather strong to describe Joab as ‘notoriously treacherous'.  It is certainly true that his hardness and ambition had led him to treachery and murder, but he was faithful to David for most of his life, and sometimes (e.g. 2 Sam. 12:26-30 and 2 Sam. 19:1-8) had better judgement than David.  He shared, too, in David's exile at the time of Absalom's usurpation.  Although he was put to death, he was buried in his own house, which was a sign of honour.

P.L.H.

8. (Manchester):  How David received the pattern  It seems to me this presses the language of 1 Chr. 28:19 rather far.  We can understand ‘from the hand of the Lord' more generally, as ‘from the Lord Himself', or ‘under the close direction of the Lord'. (Cp. 2 Kin. 3:15; Is. 40:2; Ezek. 1:3.)  This accords better with the teaching of 2 Pet. 1:21 that men who wrote Scripture were moved by the Spirit in their hearts and thoughts.  This view is unchanged if we add the words ‘upon me' as in RVM, NAS and NIV.

9. (North York):  Gold for nails (2 Chr. 3:9)  Some may have been puzzled, like me, by the idea of gold being strong enough to be driven into wood.  This raises the question as to what the doors of the temple were made of, since David prepared iron for ‘the nails of the doors of the gates' (1 Chr. 22:3).  1 Kin. 6:32, 33 records that the doors of both the inner sanctuary and the entrance to the temple were of wood overlaid with gold.  This suggests that ‘of gold' in 2 Chr. 4:22 is to be understood as describing the finished effect, in keeping with that book's approach, which focuses on the glory of the temple in completion.  (Cp. 2 Chr. 2 with 1 Kin. 5.)  Some scholars therefore suggest that the nails were of iron, but capped with gold when in place, noting that this matches the weight of gold (c. 1¼ lbs.). Another view, brought to our attention by brother H. King, is that, since the shekel was used for weighing (e.g. 2 Sam. 14:26; 1 Sam. 17:5; 2 Kin. 7:1), 2 Chr. 3:9 records the weighing of iron nails using the golden shekel as the king's standard (1 Chr. 21:25). 

And the spiritual message for us today?  In the past brethren have seen here the humanity of Christ invested with divine glory, in His service and oversight as Son over God's house; and these things reflected in a worshipping people.  We look forward to reading fellow-students' thoughts on this, and on such detail as the olive and fir.

10. (Halifax):  If friends mean that those named scribes and prophets wrote records which were drawn upon by the writer of 1 and 2 Chronicles, we should note that this is only a possible conjecture.  The verses referred to simply say that more information may be found in the writings of those men.

M.A.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

From North York:  1. How can the events of 1 Chr. 28 and 29 be synchronized with the account in 1 Kin. 1?

See Comment 4 (Lerwick).  The statement ‘the days of David drew nigh that he should die' (1 Kin. 2:1) does not suggest a very short period, and it may well allow time for the events of 1 Chr. 23:6 to 29:25.  These would therefore lie between Adonijah's first challenge and David's death, whereas the events of 1 Kin. 2:12-46 followed David's death.

P.L.H.

2. Why are these differing accounts provided?  Is it to illustrate the man of vision who yet has to battle typical problems of the flesh versus spiritual vision?

Chronicles, in many instances, gives amplified accounts of events in Kings and is to be viewed as complementary and, on occasions, supplementary with inspired insights into the background of historical events as presented in Kings.

R.B.F.

1 Kin. does show how the aged man of vision and his young successor dealt with a fleshly challenge from within the family.

On the difference between 1 Kin. and 1 Chronicles in general, we note that the latter does not simply magnify the history of the temple, or give a misleadingly idealised picture of David and Solomon. 1 Chronicles remarkably highlights how the site for the house of the Lord was revealed to a king who had just brought grave judgement on his people.  The themes of repentance, mercy and renewal of love for the Lord form a powerful message in chapters 21 and 22.

We might then ask more closely why David's project for the building of the temple is repeated with amplification a few chapters later, in 28 and 29.  This is surely one of the choice features of 1 Chronicles, that the outstanding subject of the latter part of the book is first treated in short form to focus on the above themes among others, and is later re-worked to unfold so much more.  Further, throughout the book, each period of annals is interleaved with a roll-call of the people concerned.  The resounding message is that God cares about the work of each individual involved in His service—their family circumstances (1 Chron. 23:11, 17); the order of their work (1 Chron. 24:5, 6); their character and performance (1 Chron. 26:8, 14).

For the help of future students, we commend the article in B.S. 1993, pp.69-72, on ‘The Distinctive Contribution of 1 Chronicles' by P. Merchant.

M.A.

DAVID MEETS THE GREEKS

Further explanation has been requested of the Comment (Bible Studies 9305, p.58, para 1), ‘As far as Mephibosheth is concerned, his beard told the tale, and we think that as when Abigail and Araunah each met David, it was a case of Greek meets Greek.'

The full, English saying is ‘When Greek meets Greek, then is the tug of war'.  The saying is slightly altered from a line in a seventeenth century play: ‘When Greeks joined Greeks, then was the tug of war', and the reference is to the obstinate resistance of the Greek cities, (lying in the southern part of modern Greece) to Philip and Alexander the Macedonian Kings, Macedonia being the northern part of today's Greece.  Thus the phrase means that when two persons or armies of undoubted or equivalent abilities clash the result will not be straight-forward, but be in the nature of an evenly matched contest with perhaps one winning a bit, then the other, but eventually honour may be satisfied on both sides.

This is clearly seen when David met Araunah (2 Sam. 24:18-25) who is also called Ornan (1 Chr. 21:18-27).  David knew that to build an altar and offer burnt offerings would have to cost him.  When David revealed the reason for the purchase to him, Araunah knew equally that he, too, must make a sacrifice and that it was not a simple question of business and getting the best price from the purchaser.  So Araunah offered to give animals, wheat and wood; David could have exercised his right of kingship and ordered Araunah to take up what was, no doubt, a good price but he saw he had met his match.  So David said, "Neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the Lord God which cost me nothing (2 Sam. 24:24).  Honour was then satisfied, or perhaps we should say, the point of divine principle was met, when David bought the place for the full price, i.e. without haggling it down, of six hundred shekels of gold, and paid a further fifty shekels of silver for the threshing-floor and oxen, Araunah donating the remainder.

Abigail resolutely opposed David in his proposed course of destruction of Nabal (1 Sam. 25), yet she was in complete agreement with the two main principles upon which he was acting.  First of all, she agreed that David's grievance was a legitimate one, for which he should have been recompensed, particularly for keeping Nabal's sheep when Nabal's men had left them in his charge upon their return to Carmel (v.7).  Secondly, she was as certain as David that he was God's man to rule (in a day when few others thought so) and hence had entitlement to deal with his enemies as the Lord's righteous agent.  The first issue she settled with her gift, and this to a man who was generous to a fault.  The second she settled with her superior application of Scripture about the evil and long-term consequences of David avenging himself (vv. 31-33), and this to a man mighty in the Word.

Mephibosheth faced David from the opposite side of David's judgement bar (2 Sam. 19:24-39).  The state of his beard proved his faithfulness to David throughout the king's absence, because beards do not grow to length overnight!  What Absalom did to David arose from David's great sin and the Lord's judgement upon him (2 Sam. 12:7-15).  David's experience, no matter how awful, must surely have influenced his choice of judgement on a later day (2 Sam. 24:13, 14).  He cast himself on the judgement of the Lord in just the same way as Mephibosheth had cast himself on David's judgement (2 Sam. 19:28-30).  Both trusted their Lord to deal in mercy and judgement.  David, not being the Lord, may have not judged Mephibosheth's case absolutely fairly, but his life was so bound up with David's, even as was David's life with the Lord's (1 Sam. 25:29), that a larger or smaller piece of land was, in comparison, of little account.

Thus in all these cases, we have individuals who opposed David for reasons of which David himself would have been proud.  Yet there is at least one more such case, but we leave readers the pleasure of discovering it themselves.  As to today, we will do well to realise that from time to time in the Lord's work in the kingdom of God we will find ourselves opposed by beloved fellow brethren or sisters.  We should be well pleased when we recognize that such difference may stem from reasons that we ourselves might give.  But we, and the Lord, should be best pleased when the day is carried by subjection of one to the other with whom lies the greater weight of Scripture.

I.E. Penn
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FEBRUARY 1995 - SOLOMON'S EARLY YEARS (1 Kin. 2:12 - 4:34; 2 Chr. 1:1-17)
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EDITORIAL 9502 - SOLOMON IN ALL HIS GLORY

A number of our contributors have justifiably seen in Solomon's reign a parallel with the millennial reign of Christ, the king of peace (‘peaceful' being the meaning of his name; see 1 Chr. 22:9) foreshadowing the Prince of Peace.  Because he asked for wisdom to rule the people of God when he could have asked for things for himself, God gave him riches and honour as well as wisdom.  In his reign there was peace and plenty in Israel ‘and Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every man under his vine and under his fig tree, from Dan even unto Beer-sheba, all the days of Solomon' (1 Kin. 4:25).  All nations heard of Solomon's God-given wisdom, power and wealth, and God was glorified thereby.  Thus it will be when the Prince of Peace reigns.

However, great and well-blessed though he was, Solomon was a man, and subject, unlike the Lord Jesus Christ, to the frailties of man.  Lord Acton wrote ‘Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.  Great men are always bad men'.  Like all such apophthegms, it is too sweeping a generalization to be completely true; nonetheless, we can see the effects of power and wealth on King Solomon.  He could not be called a bad man, for God's overall assessment of him was that ‘Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of David his father' (1 Kin. 3:3), but his wealth and power opened up to him possibilities not available without them.  He took as wives hundreds of heathen princesses, cementing by these marriages political alliances with peoples with whom such covenants were forbidden (Ex. 23:32, 33; 34:15, 16).  As God had foretold, his wives ‘turned away his heart' when he was old, so that he worshipped idols as well as the true God, and ‘went not fully after the LORD'.  We shall be studying his magnificent building for the house of the Lord; this was certainly a commission from God, and was a proper purpose on which his wealth should be spent, but the burden for Jeroboam's complaint to Rehoboam after Solomon's death (1 Kin. 12:4).  Thus even the wisest and most gifted of men can falter, and the lesson for us is that we should not allow any prosperity we may be given to affect our humility before God.

P.L.H.

CONTRIBUTIONS

From Ayr:  Certain matters carried over from David's reign required to be dealt with.  Firstly, Adonijah's second plot in his attempt through Bathsheba, now David's widow, to procure Solomon's consent to his marriage with Abishag who had been the wife of David in his old age.  This was perceived to be a fresh attempt on the throne by Adonijah, and Solomon commanded that he be put to death in terms of the previous pardon in 1 Kin. 1:52 [See Comment 5, B.S. 9501].

Next there was Abiathar, who had been the only one to escape the slaughter of the priests by Doeg the Edomite, and who had fled to David and had been a long-time friend and adviser to him.  He had also carried the ark of the Lord and shared in all David's afflictions.  However, at Adonijah's first attempt on the throne when David was old, Abiathar had cast in his lot with Adonijah, so Solomon banished him from the priesthood, fulfilling the word of the Lord regarding the house of Eli in Shiloh, and replaced him with Zadok.

Joab, a mighty man in David's army with many good points, was described by David as a hard man.  He was also treacherous, shedding the blood of war in peace.  His slaying of Abner and Amasa was felt very keenly by David.

Lastly Shimei, who cursed David with a grievous curse and threw stones at him on the day he fled from Absalom, was first to meet David and plead for his life after the death of Absalom.  David, being of a magnanimous spirit, swore to him that he would not die, but left him for Solomon to deal with.  Solomon put Shimei under prohibition never to leave his house in Jerusalem and to this he agreed, but broke his word three years later, and paid for it with his life.  Such matters had to be dealt with before the reign of peace ordained for Solomon could commence.

In 1 Kin. 3 there seems to be some inconsistency when Solomon made affinity with Pharaoh king of Egypt and took his daughter to wife, while in v.3 we are told he loved the Lord, walking in the statues of David his father.  The thought was expressed that such an arrangement would be good for neighbourliness and commerce etc., but others felt that as the Lord had magnified Solomon exceedingly and bestowed on him royal majesty, wisdom and understanding beyond all the children of the east and all the wisdom of Egypt, there was no need to make affinity with Pharaoh.  However, it was felt that 1 Kin. 11:1, 2 showed conclusively that this was not one of Solomon's wiser choices [Comment 1].

Solomon's choice before the Lord in the dream for wisdom and understanding in his going in and out among the people, to discern good and evil, pleased the Lord, and caused Him to promise a great future for Solomon, provided he would walk in His ways, and keep His statutes and commandments, as his father David had done.

Finally Solomon's God-given wisdom was put to the test in his accurate discernment as to the mother of the living child.  The news of this spread throughout all Israel and gave him great standing before them.

J. Miller

From Birkenhead:  Solomon, having been crowned king in succession to his father David, is able to view his situation in realistic terms.  ‘I am but a little child; I know not how to go out or come in.  And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people.'  Solomon recognised his need of wisdom, and duly asked God for it.  His wish was granted.  He was also blessed with riches and honour—things which are attractive to the natural man.

It is possible to acquire knowledge by studying.  However the outworking of ‘the wisdom that is from above', the characteristics of which are listed in Jas. 3:17, happens when knowledge is applied to life's situations so that God's purposes are achieved in a way which brings most glory to Him.  A crucial factor is to have an understanding (‘hearing' RVM) heart so that issues are not addressed with a set viewpoint already in place.  Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ need, like Solomon, to recognise their need of wisdom and ask God in faith for it.  The Word declares that it will be granted (Jas. 1:5-8).

It is useful to recognise from Scripture ways in which wisdom from God is applied.  In Acts 6:3 difficulties in the matter of human relations are handled to the best advantage.  Behaviour towards unbelievers is wise if it is God-glorifying (Col. 4:5).  The disciple who is wise will furthermore live a life that is well-pleasing to God in all areas (Col. 1:9, 10).  Those who teach or admonish are to do it wisely (Col. 1:28).  Sometimes in difficult circumstances we long to say the right thing in the right way.  Lk. 21:15 is a valuable promise for such times.  1 Kin. 3 recounts Solomon's wise handling of the dispute over ownership of the living child.  The judgement was clearly sound in the eyes of all.  In the case of our Lord Jesus Christ He was asked to judge a woman taken in adultery
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