
[image: image]
COPYRIGHT© 2024

I AM BORN AGAIN 

(UNDERSTANDING THE NEW BIRTH IN CHRIST)

by JOHN JAMES ABEKAH

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced, shared in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electrical, photocopy, recording or settings without prior written permission of the author, except with very brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other non-commercial uses permitted by copyright law.

PUBLISHED BY: HE SENT HIS WORD PUBLICATIONS

[image: image][image: image]

For further enquiries on the book or the author, please contact the address below:-

HE SENT HIS WORD PUBLICATIONS

P. O. BOX OS 2620 OSU

ACCRA- GHANA

TEL: +233 243 171 142 

EMAIL: hshwpublications@gmail.com
TABLE OF CONTENT

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

DEDICATION

INTRODUCTION

1

What It Means to Be Born Again

2

3

The Problem of Spiritual Death

4

The Process of Being Born Again

5

The Transformational Power of Being Born Again

6

The Benefits of Being Born Again

7

Living Out Your New Life in Christ

Appendix

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

OTHER BOOKS BY JOHN JAMES ABEKAH

About He Sent His Word Publications: Your Literary Partner

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

​ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

[image: image]


I would like to express my deepest gratitude to the Almighty God, the source of all wisdom and inspiration, for guiding me through the writing process of this book. Your grace and divine influence have been my constant companions, illuminating my path and infusing every word with purpose and meaning.

I extend my heartfelt appreciation to my family for their unwavering support and encouragement throughout this journey. Your love, patience, and understanding have been the foundation upon which this book stands.

To my dedicated team of editors, advisors, and supporters, thank you for your tireless efforts and invaluable contributions. Your expertise and dedication have been pivotal in bringing this project to fruition.

I am thankful to the readers and supporters of my work, whose unwavering belief in the transformative power of truth has inspired me to continue sharing my message with the world.

Lastly, I acknowledge and honour all the individuals who have inspired, challenged, and uplifted me along this journey. Your presence in my life has been a blessing beyond measure.

With humility and gratitude, I present this work to the world, hoping it may serve as a guiding light for all those seeking truth, righteousness, and spiritual empowerment.

Thank you.
	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

​DEDICATION

[image: image]


I dedicate this book to all Christian children workers in the Deeper Life Christian Centre, The Church of Pentecost, and the Apostolic Church-Ghana. Your dedication and involvement in my life prepared me for the golden privilege of giving my life to Jesus Christ at the point I did.
	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

​INTRODUCTION 


[image: image]


Understanding what it means to be born again is one of the most crucial aspects of the Christian faith. It is the foundation of a genuine relationship with God and the key to unlocking a life filled with purpose, peace, and eternal hope. Yet, despite its importance, many people harbour misconceptions or lack a clear understanding of this spiritual rebirth.

The Importance of Understanding Spiritual Rebirth

SPIRITUAL REBIRTH, or being born again, is not just a religious concept—it is the transformative process that brings us into a right relationship with God. Without this understanding, we risk missing out on the full depth and richness of the Christian life. Being born again is essential for salvation, for it marks the beginning of a new life empowered by the Holy Spirit.

The Risks of Remaining Ignorant

REMAINING IGNORANT about spiritual rebirth can have serious implications. It can lead to a superficial or incomplete faith, leaving individuals unprepared for the challenges and blessings of a life in Christ. Without a clear understanding of what it means to be born again, people might struggle with doubt, fear, and a lack of direction. They may also miss out on the profound joy and assurance that comes from knowing they are truly a child of God.

Why This Book?

THE PHRASE "BORN AGAIN" often conjures various images and misconceptions. For some, it might seem mysterious or even intimidating. This book seeks to demystify the concept, grounding it in Scripture and real-life applications. Through straightforward explanations, relatable analogies, and profound biblical insights, you'll discover the true essence of being born again and why it's crucial for your spiritual life.

What You’ll Discover

IN THE PAGES THAT FOLLOW, we will explore the journey of spiritual rebirth.

1. What It Means to Be Born Again: We'll start with a foundational understanding, clarifying common misconceptions and providing a clear biblical definition.

2. Why You Must Be Born Again: Here, we'll delve into the state of humanity and the consequences of sin, illustrating why rebirth is not just an option but a necessity.

3. The Problem of Spiritual Death: This chapter will highlight the implications of original sin and the separation it caused between humanity and God, and how Christ's sacrifice bridges that gap.

4. Being Born Again: We'll walk through the steps of understanding Jesus' sacrifice, the role of faith and repentance, and the assurance of salvation.

5. The Transformational Power of Being Born Again: Discover the profound changes that come with spiritual rebirth, including a new identity, purpose, and the empowerment of the Holy Spirit.

6. The Benefits of Being Born Again: Learn about the incredible blessings that come with being born again, such as access to God's kingdom, a new spiritual family, and an eternal hope.

7. Living Out Your New Life in Christ: Practical guidance on how to nurture your faith, grow within a community, and share your testimony with others.

A Journey to New Life

THIS BOOK IS NOT JUST for new believers, but for anyone seeking a more profound and a better understanding of spiritual rebirth. Whether you are exploring faith for the first time or have been a Christian for years, this guide will help you grasp the full significance of being born again and of how it affects every aspect of your life.

As you embark on this journey, my prayer is that you will gain a deeper appreciation for the incredible gift of spiritual rebirth and be inspired to live out your new life in Christ with passion and purpose. May this book serve as a beacon of light, guiding you to a closer, more intimate relationship with God.

Let's begin this journey together, exploring the transformative power of being born again and embracing the new life that awaits.
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What It Means to Be Born Again
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Being "born again" is a term often heard in Christian circles, but what does it really mean? Many people have misconceptions about this term, sometimes associating it with a specific denomination or assuming it’s an extreme or fanatical experience. In reality, being born again is a fundamental concept in Christianity, representing a profound spiritual change.

Common Misconceptions and Responses

ONE PREVALENT MISCONCEPTION is the belief that church attendance alone guarantees salvation. Many individuals equate religious rituals, traditions, and mere affiliation with a particular denomination as sufficient for their spiritual well-being. However, such an assumption cannot grasp the true nature of being born again. Salvation extends far beyond external acts; it encompasses a personal relationship with Jesus Christ that transcends the boundaries of organized religion.

Another misconception we encounter is the notion that self-righteousness can pave the way to salvation. Some mistakenly believe that their own deeds and moral uprightness can secure their place in the kingdom of God. Yet, the truth is that we are all sinners by nature, inherently incapable of attaining salvation through our own merits. Being born again causes a humble recognition of our need for God's grace and the acknowledgment that true righteousness is found solely in Christ.

That being born into a Christian family automatically guarantees salvation can lead to a distorted understanding of what it means to be born again. While growing up in a godly environment is undoubtedly beneficial, it does not exempt individuals from experiencing a personal transformation and making a conscious decision to follow Christ. Being born again requires a genuine, individual commitment to faith, transcending the heritage or religious background we inherit.

Join me on this quest to uncover the true meaning of being born again. Let us challenge the misconceptions that hinder our understanding and embrace the profound depth of salvation that awaits those who embark on this transformative journey.

Definition of Being Born Again

TO BE BORN AGAIN MEANS to undergo a spiritual rebirth. It involves a profound change of heart and mind, brought about by faith in Jesus Christ. This transformation signifies moving from a life of sin and separation from God to a life of righteousness and a close relationship with Him.

The Biblical Foundation

THE CONCEPT OF BEING born again is rooted in the Bible, particularly in Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus.

Jesus' Conversation with Nicodemus (John 3:3-7)

In John 3:3-7, Jesus tells Nicodemus, a Pharisee and member of the Jewish ruling council:

"Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again."

Nicodemus, puzzled, asks how someone can be born when they are old. Jesus explains:

"Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit."

This passage highlights the necessity of a spiritual rebirth to enter God's kingdom.

Analogy of Physical Birth

TO UNDERSTAND SPIRITUAL rebirth, it's helpful to compare it to physical birth.

Comparison Between Physical Birth and Spiritual Birth

Physical Birth: When a baby is born, it enters the physical world, starting a new life with physical existence.

Spiritual Birth: Similarly, when a person is born again, they enter a new spiritual life, starting a relationship with God and becoming a part of His family.

Both births are essential; the first gives us physical life, and the second gives us spiritual life.

The Necessity of Spiritual Birth

The Difference Between the First Birth and the Second Birth

FIRST BIRTH (PHYSICAL): Through our physical birth, we inherit human nature and life in this world.

Second Birth (Spiritual): Through spiritual birth, we inherit a new nature, transformed by the Holy Spirit, and a life in communion with God.

Establishing a Personal Relationship with God

BEING BORN AGAIN IS necessary because it establishes a personal relationship with God. The first birth connects us to our earthly family, but the second birth connects us to our heavenly Father. It's through this rebirth that we can truly know God, experience His love, and live according to His purpose for our lives.

In summary, being born again is a transformative experience that changes our spiritual identity. It’s not just a religious term, but a life-altering step towards a deeper, more meaningful relationship with God. Understanding this concept is the foundation of a Christian’s spiritual journey, opening the door to a new life filled with divine purpose and eternal hope.
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