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Dear Parents and Educators,




Welcome to Penguin Young Readers! As parents and educators, you




know that each child develops at his or her own pace—in terms of




speech, critical thinking, and, of course, reading. Penguin Young




Readers recognizes this fact. As a result, each Penguin Young Readers




book is assigned a traditional easy-to-read level (1–4) as well as a




Guided Reading Level (A–P). Both of these systems will help you choose




the right book for your child. Please refer to the back of each book




for specific leveling information. Penguin Young Readers features




esteemed authors and illustrators, stories about favorite characters,




fascinating nonfiction, and more!




This book is perfect for a

Transitional Reader

who:




• can read multisyllable and compound words;




• can read words with prefixes and suffixes;




• is able to identify story elements (beginning, middle, end, plot, setting,




characters, problem, solution); and




• can understand different points of view.




Here are some

activities

you can do during and after reading this book:




• Vocabulary: Find the words below in the text. Do you know the




definitions? Can you use picture or text clues to figure out the




meanings? You can also use a dictionary to look up the definitions.




discovery




fierce




hatch




enemy




fossil




nesting




• Creative Writing: Pretend you are one of the dinosaur hunters. Write a




journal entry about the day you discovered the dinosaur eggs. How did




you find the eggs? How did you feel when you found them? Describe




your surroundings.




Remember, sharing the love of reading with a child is the best gift




you can give!




—Bonnie Bader, EdM




Penguin Young Readers program




*Penguin Young Readers are leveled by independent reviewers applying the standards developed by Irene Fountas




and Gay Su Pinnell in

Matching Books to Readers: Using Leveled Books in Guided Reading,
Heinemann, 1999.
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The jeep turned and then




pulled to a stop. The people in




the jeep were fossil hunters.






[image: background image]








They were searching for fossils




of




birds from dinosaur times. They




hoped to find a fossil, or two, or




three. They never imagined how




lucky they would be.
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The fossil hunters stepped down




from the jeep. They looked around.
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They saw what looked like many




round rocks. Each one was the size of




a




grapefruit. One of the fossil hunters




took a closer look. He gasped.
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