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MAGIC AMONG MEMBERS

{INTRODUCTION} 

It is late: The children are finally asleep, the dog has stopped his click, click, clicking behind you, and now you are alone. You can think. This is when the magic starts bubbling.

The art we create is an expression of who we are and how we see the world. Seeds of inspiration can come from one thousand things in an average day: flowers in the garden, a sunset, the evening news or even silence. An artist’s gift is to miraculously conjure something from nothing, to turn a dream into a piece of art. Most artists do this all alone.

With the growing number of online art groups, a cloistered regimen doesn’t have to be the only way. Even if you live in a tiny town devoid of an artist community, you have the entire world at your fingertips to collaborate with you.

Different from a typical how-to jewelry book, this book contains projects that were collaborations between a group of women, from several countries, of varying skills and talents—artists from many different mediums. You can make the projects in this book by yourself and create lovely pieces. But you can also learn to find inspiration by working with other artists to produce collaborative pieces that can take you down a completely new and exciting artistic path.

That is how this book was born. We all collided on the way to the grocery store of artistic inspiration. It was the summer of 2006. Ruth and I were strangers who had recently joined an online professional artists’ group.

Among this group were frequent, collaborative projects and exchanges between the members. Ruth decided to host her first exchange with a charm swap. I had never made any real sort of jewelry before, but when I saw the artists who were signing up to participate, I couldn’t stand to miss out on the experience.

When Ruth began this first exchange, she had no  idea just how much her mind would be opened. Her  background is in metalsmithing, and she had always  kept her jewelry work separate from her mixed-media  art. By hosting the charm swap she discovered that  she could bring the two disciplines together.

Because we were a group of fiber artists, painters,  collage artists and mixed-media artists, the resulting  charms were created from a variety of nontraditional  materials. My charms were made from an iridescent  beetle wing and a photo of my grandmother’s eyes. Sally Turlington made her charms from an empty  nicotine cessation vial previously used in her husband’s  attempts to quit smoking. Our bracelet even  contained minuscule Christmas tree light bulbs, tiny corks, flattened bottle caps and metal from a candy  tin. Nothing was off limits with this bunch.

 Ruth then created an online blog with photos and step-by-step instructions for each of the twenty-five charms (www.justsimplycharming.blogspot.com). The site was an enormous success. Other charm exchanges began to spring up around our online art community.

 We thought our project would make a great book, so here it is. We collaborated equally on its contents, though you’ll notice the writing is in my voice. We hope that this book is one from which you can easily learn and be deeply inspired. Throughout these pages are many tried-and-true techniques as well as mesmerizing projects. We want this book to ignite your creative energy and inspire you to new heights of artistic expression—alone of in collaboration with others. So come join us in   A  Charming Exchange.

—Kelly 



 

MAKING JEWELRY

{BASIC TOOLS & SUPPLIES} 

Most of the projects in this book can be made with a few fairly inexpensive tools. We chose to make pieces that used cold connections so that you do not have to solder or use large, menacing equipment. On these two pages are the tools and supplies that you will want to have on hand to make the various jewelry components in this book.


A NOTE ON BASIC JEWELRY TOOLS

Pliers, cutters and hammers are the most frequently used
tools in this book. You will see most of the material lists
include basic jewelry tools. This inclusion assumes you have 
flat-nose pliers, round-nose pliers, flush cutters and
both a ball-peen and cross-peen hammer at your disposal.



Flat-nose pliers: Used to hold and grip wire, these have a smooth, flat edge at the jaw tips. They can be used to make a sharp bend in wire and are also used for opening and closing jump rings.

Chain-nose pliers: Much like flat-nose pliers, these come to a sharp point at the tips and are great for close detail work.

Round-nose pliers: These pliers have tapered, cone-shaped jaws. They are used for making small jump rings, loops and spirals. An extra-long pair can be helpful for making larger loops and curving wire for clasps.

Flush cutters: These provide a nice, straight cut on wire and are used at the start and end of most jewelry components.

Ball-peen (or chasing) hammer: This is our all-around, most-used hammer to flatten and smooth wire. Ruth uses  the 4-ounce size. It is a good idea to use a scrap of felt over the face of your hammer to keep it from becoming marred as you work with it. Dents and other marks on the hammer can transfer to your wire or sheet. The ball side can be used to texture your wire and sheet metal.

 Cross-peen (or riveting) hammer:  This hammer can be used to set rivets. The long side of the head can be used for spreading metal as well as for creating a cross-shaped pattern or long lines in your metal. 

 Rawhide or plastic mallet:   Use this when work must not be marred. This is used to flatten out sheet metal and for links that need to be flattened or reshaped.

 Steel bench block:  This is a surface used in partnership with a hammer for adding texture, flattening, straightening and hardening wire and sheet metal. 

V-slot board  &  clamp (bench pin):   A support for filing and sawing, it attaches to the edge of your table with a clamp.

Jeweler’s saw  &  saw blades:  This saw is primarily used to cut shapes and windows from metal sheet, but once you own one, you may find numerous other uses for it as well, such as cutting apart a coil to create jump rings.   A size 2/0 blade works great for 20-24-gauge metal. 

 A few tips for using this saw: Use beeswax as a lubricant  by passing it once over your blade before you
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