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  Introduction
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The print version of this book contains chapters detailing the story itself alongside activity pages, adventure ideas, and a few blank pages.  
These activity pages offer a range of coloring pages, mazes, and more. The intermittent blank pages also invite readers to doodle and write, transforming this book into a one-of-a-kind keepsake to be shared. 
There is a further list of fun adventures in both the ebook and print versions that family and friends are encouraged to take together!
We hope you enjoy the experience of reading this book and playing through the activities and adventures together. 
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For those willing to risk discomfort to stand for what is right and good. May you find the inner fortitude and outer support necessary to conquer and move ever onward. 
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  Foreword
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This is the fifth in a series of dragon-centric children's stories. Each tale unfolds in a unique location around the world, and each story reflects that region in its story and characters. Each story was crafted with a specific goal: to help the reader/listener wrestle through the sometimes difficult or confusing elements of growing up. Refer to the map below for guidance on this story's location: 
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      [image: image-placeholder]Princess Maja and the Zmaj is a story about a young girl who is forced to discover her inner resiliency and work with newfound friends to overcome great obstacles. Throughout the story, she discovers her inner strength and learns to live according to the ideals instilled within her. The story also highlights the importance of diplomacy, consideration, and sacrificial love. We hope you enjoy reading about Maja's journey!
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  Wanted: Dead or Alive, Preferably Dead

Road of Trials
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In a small kingdom nestled in the foothills of the Carpathian Mountains, beside a crystalline lake with forested shores, lived a great king named Rodovan, his wife Petra, and their daughter Maja. King Rodovan was known for being a fair and trustworthy leader, much like his father, grandfather, and other ancestors before him. Everyone loved his wife, Queen Petra, for her kindness and beauty.  
[image: image-placeholder]
Their daughter, Princess Maja, was young but already making a name for herself as a clever and innovative girl. She inherited her father's cunning and hoped to develop her mother's good looks as she grew older. When Maja was in court, she wore their kingdom's long and flowing dresses. However, whenever she was free from the confines of court life, she found it easier to experiment and be herself when dressed in boy's clothing. Sometimes, she would sneak out of the castle in this guise and pass herself off as a young boy to explore without her bodyguards. It was easy for her to succeed in this ruse, as her body was still young but strong, and she kept her blonde hair short, just above her shoulders, which was still long enough for the elaborate braids that were fashionable in the court.
Their lives passed in relative predictability and ease until they didn't. It all started when the rains ceased, and all the once-lush kingdom grew yellow and brown. Then troubles brewed further when their kingdom filled with the ever-present smoke of forest fires. As time dragged on, and the rains still did not return, the lakes and rivers dried up, the kingdom's crops failed, and everyone—including the royal family—knew what it was to truly hunger. 
As is often the case in kingdoms across the world, a wicked and power-hungry nobleman took advantage of these arduous times. Lord Andrej was his name.
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Though most had forgotten, it had been Lord Andrej's great-grandfather who, while serving King Rodovan's great-grandfather, had arranged for a certain accident to befall the king. He had hoped to take the kingdom for himself. Yet, Lord Andrej's great-grandfather was killed in the accident, and from that time till now, Lord Andrej's family dedicated themselves to the sole purpose of overthrowing King Rodovan's family and claiming the kingdom for themselves.
As food became scarce and water even rarer, Lord Andrej spread rumors throughout the kingdom that the drought and famine resulted from King Rodovan's mistakes. He urged the people to side with him and overthrow King Rodovan, promising that he would find fresh sources of food and water and that he, Lord Andrej, would lead them victoriously against a neighboring kingdom. While this kingdom had presented itself as an enemy in the past, since King Rodovan signed a treaty with them, they had since remained quiet and aloof. There was, in fact, little reason to fear this neighboring kingdom. 
But Lord Andrej wanted to go to war, not to protect but to conquer. He wanted to expand the kingdom and bring more power and glory to himself. He also believed that the people were more willing to hand over their freedom when there was war, hoping for peace and stability.
At first, the people paid him and his lie-spreading servants no heed. They reasoned that King Rodovan had never harmed them, and it could not be his fault that their kingdom was going through difficult times. They did not realize that working within Lord Andrej's household, disguised as an old woman, was an ancient Lamia.
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 The Lamia has a snake's body but a woman's head and torso, though they can disguise themselves as humans when they choose. They have the power to alter the weather and stop rivers and lakes from flowing, all in their efforts to incite worship and fear for themselves. This Lamia was Senka. 
One of King Rodovan's ancestors killed Senka's sister, Gordana, when the kingdom was first established alongside the lake. Gordana had lived at the bottom of this lake, keeping the surrounding countryside at her mercy. She would stop the waters from flowing and demanded sacrifices before she let the waters flow again. King Rodovan's ancestor called upon the Star Dragons' strength and the Zmaj's cunning, both ancient races and long the enemies of Lamia. Together, they slew Gordana and established centuries of prosperity in her demise. Senka never forgot that trespass against her family. 
For years, she sought to destroy this kingdom that lay over her sister's grave. Through Lord Andrej's greed for power, Senka found her path to vengeance. It was she who brought the drought, and it was she who caused the famine, but only Lord Andrej knew this. As Senka continued to stave off the relief of rain and terrorized the countryside through famine, Lord Andrej's lies took root in the pain and confusion of the people. Though they knew that King Rodovan had always been a good king, their empty stomachs overruled their mind's logic, and soon enough, the people came to Lord Andrej's castle and swore to help him usurp King Rodovan.
King Rodovan and his wife, Queen Petra, were captured and imprisoned in the chaos that ensued through the coup. Their fate was bleak. Lord Andrej did not kill them because the people still admired their old king. So he shut them up in a deserted part of the old palace, feeding them just enough to sustain their lives but shutting them off from all comforts and fellowship. Lord Andrej knew he would have to prove himself a better king to win over the people's love, thereby securing his rule and allowing him the power to dispose of the continued nuisance that was King Rodovan and Queen Petra. 
Of Princess Maja, no one knew what became of her. Some said they had accidentally slain her in the bedlam, while others said they thought they'd seen a young boy run from the burning castle during the hours of the rebellion. Not wanting to take any chances, Lord Andrej sent out scouts. Their order: to bring the princess back, dead or alive. Preferably, dead.






  
  Lost Yet Found

Tests and Allies
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The sound of approaching footsteps suddenly jolted Maja out of her tear-filled pity party. She glanced around, searching for a weapon, and noticed a nearby tree branch. After wiping her runny nose with the back of her teal-colored shirt sleeve and brushing the remnants of tears from her face, Maja quickly grabbed hold of the branch and prepared herself for whatever, or whoever, was coming through the brush towards her.  
A few moments later, the figure of a young man appeared before her. The young man was dressed in nobleman's clothing made of rich-textured, brightly colored cloth, and he appeared to be only slightly taller or older than Maja. However, what really surprised her were the other features he had. On his head, where his ears should have been, a pair of grey horns spiraled around the sides of his head, much like a ram's. His hair was an odd, in-between color that was not quite orange and not quite red, and it shimmered green in the highlights when the sun warmed it. Lastly, he had reddish-orange wings covered in feathers that grew from his back. Maja dropped her branch in confusion and surprise.
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"What are you?" Maja asked.
The young man hesitated in his approach only momentarily before his lips drew back in a smirk. "What an odd question. And what may I ask, are YOU?" He came closer, even circled her, before he stopped just in front of her, with his lips still stuck in that infuriating smirk
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