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"For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them."
Ephesians 2:10 (ESV)
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  Introduction


For years, I asked a simple question: What is my purpose?
Like many people, I believed the answer could be found in what I did, what I achieved, or where I was headed in life. I searched through careers, accomplishments, relationships, and goals, hoping to find the one thing that would finally give me clarity. Yet no matter what I accomplished, the question remained.
What I did not realize was that purpose is not something we discover apart from God. Before we can truly understand what we were created to do, we must first understand who created us and why.
This book is the story of that journey. It is not the story of someone who has all the answers, but of someone who spent years searching, questioning, learning, and ultimately discovering that purpose is far greater than a job title, a ministry role, or a list of accomplishments. Purpose begins with a relationship with God.
My prayer is that as you read these pages, you will be encouraged to look beyond what you do and discover who you belong to. Because when we know the One who created us, we can begin to understand why we were created.
Welcome to the journey.






  
  The Question That Started It All
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Have you ever wondered…... What is my purpose? Why am I here? What am I supposed to be doing with my life? 
If so, you are not alone.
These questions are not reserved for Christians. They are questions people from every background ask at some point 
in their lives. Whether you are a believer, someone who is struggling with your faith, or someone who is not sure 
what you believe, chances are you have wondered why you are here and whether your life has a greater purpose.
Maybe you are not sure who God is, or maybe you do not believe He is part of your life at all. Maybe you are simply
 searching for meaning, direction, and purpose. If that is you, I want you to know this book is for you too.
While my faith in God shapes my perspective and my journey, the message of this book is for anyone seeking 
purpose, regardless of what you believe.
Maybe you have looked around, and it seems like everyone else has it figured out.
The doctor seems to know their purpose.
The teacher seems to know their purpose.
The pastor seems to know their purpose.
The business owner seems to know their purpose.
The author, the singer, the entrepreneur, the social media influencer, and the person with the impressive title all 
appear to know exactly what they were put on this earth to do.
Meanwhile, you are still trying to figure it out.
You may even feel embarrassed to admit it.
You may wonder if there is something wrong with you.
You may wonder if you have missed God somewhere along the way.
So, you do what many people do.
You pray.
You ask God.
"Lord, what is my purpose?"
Then you wait.
You listen.
You expect an answer.
And all you hear is silence.
No flashing lights.
No writing on the wall.
No detailed five-year plan.
No angel standing at the foot of your bed giving instructions.
Just silence.
Almost like crickets.
If that has happened to you, I want you to know something.
There is nothing wrong with you.
You are not crazy.
You are not a failure.
You are not forgotten.
And you are certainly not the only person asking these questions.
 The Burden of Not Knowing Your Purpose 

Many people spend years feeling guilty because they do not know their purpose.
Some feel pressure from family.
Others feel pressure from friends.
Some feel pressure from church.
They hear people talk about their calling, their ministry, their assignment, and their destiny, and they 
begin to wonder what is wrong with them because they do not have a clear answer.
Maybe that is where you are today.
Maybe you are waiting for God to reveal something.
Maybe you are waiting for direction.
Maybe you are waiting for clarity.
Maybe you are simply trying to figure out what comes next.
If so, I have good news for you.
Just because you do not know your purpose yet does not mean you do not have one.
Everyone has a purpose.

      *** The Comparison Trap 

One of the greatest mistakes we make when searching for purpose is comparing our lives to other people.
We look at someone else's accomplishments and assume they have arrived.
But arrived where?
At a career?
At a certain income level?
At a ministry position?
At a degree?
At a title?
Who decided that was the definition of purpose?
 The Reunion Test 

Think about what happens at a class reunion.
After the hugs, handshakes, and introductions, the conversation usually turns to the same questions.
"What do you do for a living?"
"Are you married?"
"Do you have children?"
"What have you been up to?"
None of these questions are wrong. They are natural questions people ask when reconnecting.
But notice what often happens next.
As people answer, comparisons begin.
One person is a doctor.
Another is an attorney.
Someone owns a successful business.
Someone else has earned multiple degrees.
Then there is the person who is unemployed.
The person who recently lost their job.
The person who can't keep a job.
The person who did not finish college.
The person rebuilding their life after a divorce.
The person caring for an aging parent.
The person struggling financially.
The person with the "secret" addiction that they think no one knows about.
Suddenly, what started as a simple conversation can begin to feel like a scoreboard.
People start measuring their lives against the lives of others.
Some leave feeling successful.
Others leave feeling like they have somehow fallen behind or worse.
To be fair, not everyone is trying to see what you are doing or measure your success.
Sometimes the issue is not with them at all.
Sometimes the issue is within us.
Sometimes we are carrying disappointment because life did not turn out the way we expected.
Maybe we thought we would be further along by now.
Maybe we thought we would have accomplished more.
Maybe we thought our story would look different.
So, when someone asks, "What have you been doing?" the question touches something deeper.
Not because they are judging us.
But because we may already be judging ourselves.
We compare where we are with where we thought we would be.
We compare our reality with our expectations.
We compare our struggles with someone else's highlights.
And before long, we begin to wonder if we have somehow fallen behind.
The truth is many of the people we admire have asked the same questions we are asking. We simply do not see 
their struggles. We see the finished product, but we do not see the process that brought them there.
We see the platform.
We do not see the preparation.
We see the success.
We do not see the setbacks.
We see the title.
We do not see the tests.

      ***Are We Measuring Purpose by The Wrong Things?

If our purpose is tied only to what we do, then what happens when those things are taken away?
The question is worth considering because many of us have unknowingly allowed society to define success and 
"purpose" for us.
We assume that if someone has an impressive title, they must have found their purpose. At the same time, we 
assume that someone who is struggling must somehow be missing theirs.
Yet life is rarely that simple.
Some people who appear successful feel empty inside.
Others who have very little possess a deep sense of peace and fulfillment.
Perhaps we are measuring purpose by the wrong things?
What if a person's value cannot be determined by a job title?
What if purpose cannot be measured by a paycheck, a degree, a position, or a business card?
The reality is that careers change.
Companies close.
Titles come and go.
People retire.
Jobs are lost.
Positions are replaced.
Perhaps that is because purpose is more than the world makes it seem.
And if this is true which I believe it is, there is good news. Just because you do not know your purpose yet does not 
mean you do not have one. 
 Everyone has a purpose. 

      ***The Pressure Of Getting Older


When I was younger, not knowing my purpose did not seem like a big deal.
When I was in my teenage years, I assumed I had plenty of time to figure everything out because my life was still 
unfolding.
There was still time to make mistakes, change directions, and discover who I was.
But as I got older, the question became harder to ignore.
I began looking at where I was in life and comparing it to where I thought I would be.
I questioned some of my decisions.
I wondered whether I had made wrong turns along the way.
I looked at opportunities I had missed and choices I wished I could do over.
If I am being honest, there were times when those thoughts became discouraging.
At times, they even left me feeling a little depressed because I could not clearly see where it was going.
I think many people experience that feeling.
The older we get, the more pressure we sometimes place on ourselves.
We begin measuring our lives against expectations we created years ago.
We look at the goals we have not reached instead of the progress we have made.
We focus on what is missing instead of what has been accomplished.
And when we do that long enough, it is easy to start questioning ourselves.
Did I make the right decisions?
Am I where I am supposed to be?
Have I wasted time?
Did I miss my opportunity?
Those questions can be heavy.
Yet I have learned that asking those questions does not make us failures.
It makes us human.

      ***The Weight Of Regret


As I looked back over my life, I could not blame everything on circumstances.
The truth is that some of my struggles were the result of choices I had made.
Some were good choices.
Some were not.
If I am being completely honest, there were decisions I wish I could take back.
There were times I ignored wisdom.
Times I acted too quickly.
Times I allowed my emotions to lead me instead

      ***Questioning My Value



      ***Damaged Goods



      ***Searching For Something More
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