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"Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, and wonder marvellously: for I will work a work in your days, which ye will not believe, though it be told you."

— Habakkuk 1:5

"Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: for I work a work in your days, a work which ye shall in no wise believe, though a man declare it unto you."

— Acts 13:41

"And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began."

— Acts 3:20–21
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God told the world, plainly and in advance, what He intended to do in the last days. He told it through Moses and Isaiah, through Jeremiah and Ezekiel and Daniel, through Habakkuk and Joel and Malachi, through Peter and Paul and John, through Nephi and Mormon and Moroni. He said He would set His hand again the second time to recover His people. He said the heavens would open. He said a marvelous work and a wonder would come forth. He said the gospel would be restored before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. He said many would not believe it, even though it were told them beforehand in plain words.

This book argues that the Restoration of the gospel of Jesus Christ through the Prophet Joseph Smith and the establishment of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is, in real and verifiable substance, the fulfillment of that promised divine work — and that the very disbelief which surrounds it was itself foretold. The Restoration is not an embarrassment to ancient prophecy; it is its vindication. Christ stands at the center of every promise, and the marvelous work now unfolding in the earth is His own.
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Because this book leans heavily on prophetic interpretation, the reader deserves to know the rules by which the author reads.

	The standard works govern. The Holy Bible (King James Version), the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants, and the Pearl of Great Price are the foundational, doctrinally binding sources. Where they speak clearly, no later source overturns them.

	Scripture interprets scripture. A passage's meaning is anchored first by its own context, then by the wider witness of the canon. Cross-references are used to illuminate, not to overload.

	Latter-day revelation clarifies ancient prophecy. Where the Doctrine and Covenants or the Book of Mormon directly identifies the fulfillment of a biblical prophecy (for example, Isaiah 29 in 2 Nephi 27, or Malachi 4 in Doctrine and Covenants 2), that identification is treated as authoritative.

	Type, echo, and pattern are honored but labeled. Not every Old Testament verse is a one-to-one Restoration prediction. Some passages are direct prophecy, others are typological foreshadowings, others are doctrinal patterns. This book attempts to say which is which rather than blur them.

	The Apocrypha is read by the Spirit. Doctrine and Covenants 91 states that there are many things in the Apocrypha which are true, and many which are not, and that whoso reads it must read by the Spirit, for the Spirit manifests truth. The Apocrypha is therefore used in this book only as suggestive parallel material, never as doctrinal foundation.

	Living prophets clarify scripture's application in our day. Where modern apostolic teaching has applied a passage to the Restoration, that application is noted with reverence.

	Where the text is suggestive but not conclusive, the book says so. Confidence in Christ is one thing; overstatement is another. The author would rather under-claim than mislead.
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​Preface — Why This Book
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Some books exist to inform. This one exists to invite.

There is a strange pattern in the scriptures, and once it is seen it cannot be unseen. God announces what He will do. Centuries pass. He does exactly what He said. And the world, with the announcement still ringing in its ears, shrugs.

It happened with the first coming of Christ. Isaiah said a virgin would conceive (Isaiah 7:14). Micah named the town (Micah 5:2). The Psalmist sketched the crucifixion before crucifixion was a Roman invention (Psalm 22). And when Jesus came — born where the prophets said, dying as the prophets said, rising as the prophets said — most of His own people did not recognize Him. He came unto His own, John writes, and His own received Him not (John 1:11). It was not for lack of evidence. It was for lack of expectation that matched the actual shape of what God had promised.

This book argues that the same pattern has unfolded a second time, in our own dispensation, around the Restoration of the gospel through Joseph Smith. The prophets told us what God would do in the last days. He did it. And the world, with the announcement still on its tongue, did not believe — not because the evidence is hidden, but because the evidence is so plainly placed that the casual eye slides past it.

The title comes from Habakkuk: I will work a work in your days, which ye will not believe, though it be told you (Habakkuk 1:5). Paul quotes that verse at Antioch in Acts 13:41, applied to the work of Christ in his own generation. The verse is therefore double-edged: it was true of the meridian of time, and it is true again of the latter days. God works. God tells. Many will not believe.

The hope of this book is simple. May the reader, by the Spirit and through the scriptures, come to wonder marvelously at the work God has already done.

— A. Howard North
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A Verse That Found Me in the Temple

The first time the verse that gives this book its title struck me, I was inside the temple.

I was reading Habakkuk — three short chapters tucked deep in the minor prophets, easy to skip past, easy to miss your whole life. But that day, in that quiet place, the words seemed to lift off the page. Especially these:

Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, and wonder marvellously: for I will work a work in your days, which ye will not believe, though it be told you. (Habakkuk 1:5) I had known of the similar scripture in 3 Nephi 21:9 which says, "For in that day, for my sake shall the Father work a work, which shall be a great and a marvelous work among them." But this Old Testament scripture hit harder to me at the time.

I sat with it for a long time. I read it again. I read the verses around it. I knew, almost before I could give a reason for knowing, that this verse was about us — about the Restoration of the gospel of Jesus Christ in the last days, about a marvelous work God said He would do, about the very disbelief that surrounds it now. I had walked into the temple expecting to find peace. I walked out carrying a verse, and the verse has been carrying me ever since.

This book is the eventual fruit of that day.

Let me show you what I saw.

It is a brief sentence, the kind that could be missed between more famous oracles. But once you slow down to it, you notice that God does five things at once in a single breath. He commands attention — behold. He directs the gaze outward — among the heathen. He insists on awe — wonder marvellously. He promises action — I will work a work in your days. And He warns, almost mournfully, that even with the announcement made plain, ye will not believe, though it be told you.

The verse is striking because it concedes something the rest of religious literature mostly avoids. It admits that the announcement of God's work, by itself, does not produce belief. The telling is not the persuading. People can be told the truth in plain words and still walk away unmoved.

Think about that for a moment. The Lord, the maker of heaven and earth, with infinite power at His disposal, chooses to tell His people what He is about to do — and then warns them in advance that they will not believe Him. He could have produced belief by force. He chose instead to make announcement, then leave the response in His children's hands.

That is not weakness. That is grace.

This verse, in any case, does not live only in Habakkuk. Centuries after the prophet wrote, in a synagogue at Antioch in Pisidia, the apostle Paul stood up to preach. He surveyed the history of Israel, declared Jesus to be the promised Christ, and then closed with a warning to anyone listening who might be tempted to scoff: Beware therefore, lest that come upon you, which is spoken of in the prophets; Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: for I work a work in your days, a work which ye shall in no wise believe, though a man declare it unto you (Acts 13:40–41).

Paul was quoting Habakkuk. He was taking an ancient warning and applying it to his own hour. The Holy Ghost evidently approved the application, because the warning is preserved in the New Testament canon. And so the verse is now doubled in scripture, first as oracle and then as apostolic alarm: God will do a work, and most will not believe it, though it be told them.

A faithful reader cannot stop there.

If a verse is true twice — once of Babylonian-era Judah, once of meridian Israel — would it not be reasonable to ask whether it is true a third time? If God's pattern is to announce His acts and have most of His hearers shrug, is the pattern likely to stop with Paul? Are we not now, by every honest measure, in another such moment?

I believe we are.

I believe we are living in the latter end of the last days that the prophets foresaw. I am not alone in this. Anyone who reads the daily news with even half an eye toward the scriptures finds prophecies coming true in clusters: wars and rumors of wars, a gathering of Israel that no twentieth-century person would have predicted, knowledge spreading across the face of the earth, temples rising in cities that did not know the name of Christ a century ago, the love of many waxing cold, iniquity abounding, and through it all a marvelous work and a wonder pressing forward in plain sight. Habakkuk's verse is, I am convinced, fulfilled a third time in our hearing. It is not theoretical. It is happening.

It is happening because of a young man in a grove of trees in upstate New York in the spring of 1820, who walked into the woods with a question and walked out with a vision (Joseph Smith—History 1:14–20). It is happening because of a record buried in a hill, written by ancient prophets on this continent, brought forth by the gift and power of God (Joseph Smith—History 1:59–60; D&C 20:8–11). It is happening because of priesthood keys returned by resurrected and translated beings — John the Baptist, Peter, James, and John, Moses, Elias, Elijah (D&C 13; D&C 27:12–13; D&C 110). It is happening because of a Church, organized on April 6, 1830, with six members (D&C 20:1), and now gathering Israel and building temples in every populated corner of the earth.

And it is happening, finally, because of how the world has received that work. Many do not believe it. Some have not heard it. Some have heard it and laughed. Some have heard it and grown angry. Some have heard it and walked away unmoved. The pattern Habakkuk and
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