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​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​The Chronicles of Kerrigan

Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

BOOK TRAILER: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

How hard do you have to shake the family tree to find the truth about the past?
Fifteen year-old Rae Kerrigan never really knew her family's history. Her mother and father died when she was young and it is only when she accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Guilder Boarding School in England that a mysterious family secret is revealed.
Will the sins of the father be the sins of the daughter?
As Rae struggles with new friends, a new school and a star-struck forbidden love, she must also face the ultimate challenge: receive a tattoo on her sixteenth birthday with specific powers that may bind her to an unspeakable darkness. It's up to Rae to undo the dark evil in her family's past and have a ray of hope for her future.
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Website:

http://www.wjmaybooks.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!
http://eepurl.com/97aYf
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Your curse is your biggest strength... I just didn’t know it yet.

When Jamie and Gabrielle ran away in the middle of the night, they thought they’d be leaving their troubles behind them. Now, they’re starting to realize those troubles have just begun.

With no money, no plan, and no destination, they find themselves the world’s most wanted fugitives—trying to stay one step ahead of an international intelligence organization tasked with hunting them down. An intelligence organization run by Jamie’s own father.

An opportunity presents itself, but nothing is as it seems. Alliances are strained. Powers are tested. And no one knows who to trust.

How do you outrun your destiny?

Never give up. Never give in.
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Forty-two dollars and eighty-one cents.

My life had become a series of numbers, endlessly looping through my head.

Six days the two of us had been driving. Almost three thousand miles from Seranto to Brooklyn. Fourteen hours ago, the car had been broken into and we’d been robbed. Over nine thousand dollars stolen. I’d gotten seven stitches.

Forty-two dollars and eighty-one cents.

That’s how much money Gabrielle happened to have in her pocket when she came back and found me bleeding by the side of the car. That’s how much money we had leveraged against the people looking for us. An international intelligence agency with limitless funding, decades of experience, and jurisdictional license to do whatever the hell they pleased. 

Short of applying as baristas at the local café, we had no plan to fight back.

Forty-two dollars and eighty-one cents.

I stared out the window of the car, resting my forehead lightly against the glass. There was some kind of party happening across the street. Every so often a taxi-load of people would tumble out onto the sidewalk, giggling wildly, adorned with enough glowsticks to illuminate the entire eastern seaboard. They’d linger for a moment, just long enough for one of them to pay, before disappearing into the basement of a brick tenement building.

The same gangly man kept re-emerging. He’d take a swig of beer, retch violently, then vanish into the dark. For the last five hours I’d amused myself by trying to guess his name.

“How’s Stanley? Feeling any better?”

Gabrielle’s voice filtered up from a pile of blankets. She was stretched across the back seat of the car with her eyes closed, but was still keeping tabs on what was happening. We hadn’t done that in the beginning. It was a lesson we’d been quick to learn.

“His name’s not Stanley,” I answered mechanically, my eyes trained on the glass. “It definitely starts with a D. Maybe Dario... Darren.”

There was some shifting, her voice was muffled. “I think it’s Stanley.”

I shook my head, watching as he clung desperately to the crumbling brick, head down between his knees. “It’s Drake.”

She didn’t answer. Maybe she was already asleep.

Forty-two dollars and eighty-one cents.

In the beginning it had been impossible for me to sit still. The slightest sound made me jump. A flash of headlights in the rearview mirror, and I’d been checking the road for hours.

It wasn’t like that anymore.

I wasn’t sure when exactly it changed, but a strange sort of detachment had taken hold of me. Hollowing out space where more reasonable behavior might have been.

The fear remained. Souring my teeth with the bitter taste of adrenaline. Making me stare a second longer into the shadows. I couldn’t remember the last time I’d taken off my shoes.

All the emotions were there, I just wasn’t feeling them correctly. Like I’d reached some kind of sensory overload. Now all I could do was stare out the window and blink.

Drake was back, dry-heaving in the alley. I asked myself again why we came to Brooklyn.

“This is bullshit,” I muttered, breath fogging up the glass.

We’d argued about it—speaking in strange movie hypotheticals that had suddenly become real life. Ways to run, places to hide. My instinct had been to take the backroads to some miniscule town and live in a barn until we were seventy. Gabrielle had convinced me we would be safer in a big city where we could blend in with the crowd. Small towns had television, too, she’d told me, and the obsession with Obtero recovery was the same across all time zones.

She’d made sure to add that my instincts were almost always wrong.

So here we were, ‘safe’ on the other side of the country. Sleeping in a junk yard with my jacket taped over the hole in the window. Watching a meth-head empty his stomach onto the street.

“This is bullshit,” I said again, pushing open the door.

A blast of cold air hit me in the face the second my feet touched the sidewalk. I was dangerously underdressed for the temperature. Gabrielle had a go-bag stashed in her closet for years, but everything I was wearing came from the clearance rack outside a truck stop bathroom.

I zipped up my sweater with a shiver, noticing only then how many different sports teams my ensemble claimed to represent. I’d either be embraced by all, or end up fighting everyone.

That would be perfect. We’d make it all the way across the country, only to be brought down in a dispute over the Kansas City Chiefs.

“You okay?”

I glanced over my shoulder, surprised that Gabrielle had gotten out of the car. She sounded tired. We were both tired. And we’d long since stopped asking those kinds of questions.

“Yeah.” I touched a finger to the thin red line across my temple. “Just my head.”

My head felt fine. The pain meds doled out by the free clinic were a dream. But it was better than anything else I could come up with.

She nodded silently and turned back to the car.

We’d fallen into a strange kind of rhythm, Gabrielle and I. One that didn’t necessarily include each other. If we didn’t happen to be the only two members of our little runaway consortium, I sometimes wondered if we’d be speaking at all.

“Don’t do that,” she said sharply.

I froze in place, staring at her. “What?”

She gestured to my hands, looking angrier every second. “That.”

The pounding bass from the party vibrated through my shoes as I followed her gaze. My fingers were pressing into my palms, each one leaving a faint glow of heat in its wake.

I stared a split second in surprise before shoving them into my pockets. 

“Sorry, I didn’t...” A sense of hopelessness settled over me, wilting my shoulders as I dropped my eyes to the street. “I’m just cold.”

It had happened once or twice before—always at the most inopportune times. Filling up the car with gas, brushing my teeth. Always a different ability, and never remotely useful.

“Then get back in the car,” she snapped.

Like that’s any better.

Most days, we would have fought. Aside from hiding silent panic attacks and debating which way to drive, it had become our favorite new pastime. But tonight I didn’t have it in me.

“Yeah, I will.”

She hesitated, waiting for the argument that didn’t come. But I didn’t move either. Her hand froze on the handle of the door. “Seriously, Jamie, just get in the—”

“Give me a flippin’ second!”

Guess I had it in me after all.

Like clockwork, I watched the telltale progression of little signs. The way her spine stiffened. The way her eyes sparked as her chin lifted ever so slightly.

The shouting was next. Gabrielle could medal in shouting.

But, as it turned out, I wasn’t the only one deviating from the script.

A flash of that same hopelessness shadowed across her lovely face, but she turned away before I could see. The door opened and shut, and a second later she was back under her mountain of blankets, trying her very best to muffle quiet sobs.

I froze where I stood, absolutely gutted.

Crap.

In the space of a single week, I’d seen Gabrielle furious and grief-stricken. I’d seen her jerk awake with nightmares, and her eyes glass over every time in rained.

But I’d never seen her cry.

“...Gabby?”

Just a quiet whimper in response.

My eyes snapped shut and I debated stepping out into traffic. I approached the car cautiously instead, rapping lightly on the window as my eyes locked on to a single tuft of hair.

“Can you hear me?”

A single finger rose in response.

“I’m sorry.” I exhaled all my breath in a single sigh, leaning my forehead against the glass. “Delicate male ego and all that—”

“I need a bed.”

My eyes snapped open, sure I’d heard her wrong. “A bed?”

The blankets came down slowly. The door opened just a crack.

“I can’t do this anymore,” she whispered. “It’s like this endless loop and I...I need it to stop. Just for one night. I need to sleep in a bed.”

My heartbeat quickened as I thought of any of a dozen cheap motels we’d passed just a few blocks up. Then that same voice echoed reproachfully through my head.

Forty-two dollars and eighty-one cents.

I wracked my brain, thinking of ways to shut the idea down. We’d had to temper each other before, both under the ironic impression that we should stretch out that nine thousand dollars for as long as possible. We certainly didn’t have anything to spare now.

Then I caught a glimpse of that tear-stained face. “Come with me.”

She lifted her head, staring at me in a daze. “What?”

I pulled the door open farther and took her hand, waiting patiently as she extracted herself from the tomb of blankets to stand by my side. There was nothing of value in the car. Nothing worth hiding under one of the blankets. Nothing except her bag, which I slung over my shoulder.

We walked away and didn’t look back.

*  *  *
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DESPITE HAVING LIVED in Manhattan the first years of my life, I was fairly sure that I had never come to Brooklyn. Even as a toddler. I would have remembered.

The stench alone was incredible. A signature blend of lighter fluid, car exhaust, and urine—punctuated with the occasional whiff of really good pizza. As we crossed the street, I spotted an old woman speaking fluent Armenian to what looked like a dented trash can lid. A block later, two rats were fighting over a dead pigeon.

Just a block after that, I came to a sudden stop.

Perfect.

Gabrielle stopped beside me, having linked her arm tightly through mine. There was a strange tension in her body, like she was on the constant verge of a shudder; judging by the greenish pallor to her skin, I wasn’t the only one who’d seen the pigeon.

“Well thanks, Hunt. This really put things in perspective.”

I grinned in spite of myself and directed her gaze to the flashing neon sign above us. It took her a second to make the connection. By the time she did we were already on the move, crouching low as we darted through the shadows, making our way around to the back.

“Wait a second,” she exclaimed, trying to reclaim her arm, “we can’t—”

“You want a bed, I want a shower.” I pulled her along at a quick pace, eyes scanning the darkness. “Either way, it’s better than freezing in the car.”

She obviously didn’t agree. Her feet kept slipping on the wet concrete, and she stared up at the motel with the look of someone who had seen a lot more slasher films than me.

“Jamie—”

“Trust me.” I stopped abruptly, gazing reassuringly into her eyes. It took a second for her breathing to even out, then I flashed a quick smile. “We’ve both done worse things than this.”

We locked eyes for another moment, then turned at the same time to stare into the motel room. Shoes pressed against the wall. Hands cupped over the dirty glass.

It was empty. Second to last one at the end of a long line. No visible bugs. No cars in the parking lot. The man in the front office was asleep behind his desk.

Like I said...perfect.

Without a second thought, I removed the screen—setting it noiselessly on the ground beside us before reaching back up to the window itself. This was a bit more difficult. A layer of frost and mildew had fused the glass into the frame. I’d need to leverage it somehow.

“—can’t believe we’re even considering this.” Gabrielle paced back and forth, looking like her heart was about to explode. “The guy could come down here any second—”

“All the more reason to hurry,” I said calmly, angling my body against the wall. I was about to add that it would be faster with two people, but decided to keep it to myself.

“And what if he comes in while we’re sleeping?”

“Then we pretend to be on drugs.” I flashed a grin over my shoulder. “It’s not entirely unprecedented. Especially not in this neighborhood.”

She opened her mouth to respond, then closed it just as fast, staring at me with the same look she’d gotten whenever I answered a question correctly on our English project. She lapsed into silence instead, watching me coax the stubborn glass.

“Have you done this before?” she asked suddenly. “Broken into a hotel room?”

My shoulder wedged under the frame as I pushed hard off the ground. The frost splintered with a high-pitched whine. I glanced towards the office and slowed my pace.

“Yeah,” I panted. “Winter homecoming. Sophomore year.”

For some reason, she seemed to find this funny.

“You broke into a hotel just to screw Alicia Cartwright our sophomore year?” she repeated with a touch of sarcasm. “The guy who’s had a black Amex card since he was six years old?”

“Who said it was Alicia?” I shot back. “And don’t give me any of that. You have the same card as me. You forget—I’ve seen the inside of your house, Tanner.”

“Had the same card as you. And that’s right, you were the one who kicked down my front door,” she replied with a sweet smile. “So how did it turn out?”

“...with Alicia?”

She shot a pained expression to the sky. “With the hotel. Were you able to, oh, I don’t know... actually manage to get inside?”

With a triumphant pop, the window burst open.

“Yes, on both counts.”

I stepped back with a smirk, feeling absurdly proud of myself. My first instinct was to text Matt with tales of my delinquency. Then I remembered the last time we saw each other, I left him bleeding on my bed. And I no longer had a phone. I turned to Gabby instead. “Here’s to the sequel...”

She let out a quiet gasp as I reached for her waist, staring at me like I’d gone insane. A second later she asked the question, just to verify it herself. “Have you completely lost your mind?”

It took me a moment to catch up.

“The break-in, Tanner.” All sense of cool fell along the wayside as I bent over backwards to clarify. “I was talking about the break-in, not... I mean...”

She folded her arms across her chest, lifting one eyebrow.

Oh come on, don’t make me say it.

“As if I would be remotely interested,” she said frostily, turning to the ledge. “And I can get up by myself, thanks.”

My hands lifted as I took a giant step back. “Be my guest.”

This should be interesting.

It was unclear whether or not she’d actually gauged the distance before deciding to take a stand. But the physics were clear. There was no way she was going to make it.

She still gave it her best shot. Throwing herself wildly against the side of the building before sliding miserably down to the street. I pursed my lips, looking discreetly at the ground.

“...Jamie?”

I tuned back in with a smile. “Yeah, Gabby? What’s up?”

There was a chance her ears were actually steaming. “Can you...?”

I leaned closer, tilting my head with a frown. “Did you need something?”

Her eyes narrowed with a glare. “Oh, come on, don’t make me say it.

There’s been a lot of that tonight.

“I’m sorry... did you need help?” My eyebrows lifted in surprise. “I didn’t think you’d be remotely interested in something like that. A champion like you.”

All at once, the glare was gone. Replaced with that terrifying smile.

“Have I ever told you what my ability is?”

The façade dropped at once as I stared down at her with open curiosity. No, we
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