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Introduction

The last two months have been dominated by the story of the killing of Jamal Kashoggi in the Saudi Arabia consulate in Isranbul

Various gruesome accounts have circulated incl Jamal Kashoggi being cut up alive, conscious and screaming.

The is of course a terrible death that we should wish on no-one.

But apart from that – what is the problem?

This happens every day – or something like it, and the World leaders – especially the European ones have not said very much.

So why is the death of Jamal Kashoggi suddenly suddenly so important?

[image: image]

Drawing of Jamal Kashoggi

It happens every day

BBC reported 22 August 2018 that Saudi Arabian prosecutors were seeking the death penalty for five women, incl female rights defender Israa al-Ghomgham.

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-45270224

While that death might be decapitation by a sword and thus be a quicker death than that suffered by Jamal Kashoggi, these women have already suffered fear for a long time, being imprisoned and charged with a crime for which the death penalty is now being sought.

BBC writes a story about the women but nothing else appears to happen.

Certainly the Western political elites continue to do business with Saudi Arabia and the business elites continue to do business with the Saudis.

According to a report in Spanish media about the daughter of Prince Salman, this girl was used to order the killing of servants and people she did not like, see Arab Oil Money – Toxic Cocktail.

Why should Prince Salman be concerned at all?

Reporters without Borders claimed according to BBC that 15 journalists and bloggers had been imprisoned in Saudi Arabia

10 Oct 2018

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-45809470

Representative Gerry Connolly, a Democrat in whose northern Virginia district Khashoggi has been living, told Middle East Eye on Tuesday morning, in light of the overnight revelations, that "all options, including punitive sanctions, must be considered by the Trump administration".

"The United States cannot stand idly by, irrespective of our longstanding relationship with Saudi Arabia, and allow what happened to Mr Khashoggi to occur with impunity," he said.

Back on Fox, Graham said that nothing could happen in Saudi Arabia without the crown prince, Mohammed bin Salman - commonly referred to as MBS - knowing about it.

"This guy is a wrecking ball. He had this guy murdered in a consulate in Turkey and to expect me to ignore it, I feel used and abused. I was on the [Senate] floor every time defending Saudi Arabia because they were a good ally."

Graham added that MBS is "toxic" and "can never be a world leader".

17 Oct 2018

https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/sanction-hell-out-saudi-arabia-681118426
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Drawing of Israa al-Ghomgham

It happens every day, read David Ignatius

27 Nov 2018

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/global-opinions/the-khashoggi-killing-had-roots-in-a-cutthroat-saudi-family-feud/2018/11/27/6d79880c-f17b-11e8-bc79-68604ed88993_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.feaacecf3ad4

Republican senator Rand Paul stated:

The killing of Saudi dissident journalist Jamal Khashoggi is many things, including brutal and terrifying to those who report on the Saudis. What it also should be, in light of what it exposes about the Saudi regime, is a turning point in our relationship, where we as Americans stop and ask ourselves what we have been propping up and supporting.

I have been attempting to expose this for many years. Others in the U.S. government know it, but either won’t admit it or attempt to brush it aside. It’s a fact that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is the largest sponsor of radical Islam on the planet, and no other nation is even close.

Since the 1980s, over $100 billion has “been spent on exporting” Wahhabism (the brand of Islam that controls Saudi Arabia and is most prevalent in madrassas). According to Foreign Policy Magazine, an “estimated 10 to 15 percent of madrassas are affiliated with extremist religious or political groups,” while the number of madrassas in places like Pakistan and India has increased exponentially – from barely 200 to over 40,000 just in Pakistan.

Even the State Department noted during the Obama administration that Saudi Arabia was the “most significant source of funding to Sunni terrorist groups worldwide,” and said Qatar and Saudi Arabia were “providing clandestine financial and logistic support to ISIL and other radical Sunni groups.”

Of course, this isn’t new, as the previously classified 28 pages of the 9/11 Commission report can also tell you.

The Saudis have exported this radical ideology worldwide. They have also committed war crimes in their Yemen war – a war for which American taxpayers are being used as unwitting accomplices.

Saudi Arabia also has a long record of human rights abuses, and its mistreatment of women is a matter of clear public record. But much more continues than is commonly spoken about.

According to Human Rights Watch, of over 5,000 detainees reported in a Saudi government database, over 3,300 have been held for more than six months “without a conviction or their ‘case file under judicial review,’ including 2,949 for more than a year and 770 for over three years.”

Republican Rand Paul represents Kentucky in the United States Senate.

16 Oct 2018 updated 17 Oct 2018

https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/sen-rand-paul-its-time-to-rethink-americas-relationship-with-saudi-arabia-it-is-not-our-friend

There has been no sanctions against Saudi Arabia for sponsoring Islamist terrorism, in spite of many Europeans killed and vastly increased security costs that are born not by Saudi Arabia but the European tax payers.

The Spanish newspaper el Mundo brought an interview with a dissident Saudi prince, hiding somewhere in Germany, who pointed out several Saudi princes had been tricked into Europe, from where they were whished to Saudi Arabia and are noe “unaccounted for”.

Their crime was apparently criticism of king Salman bin Abdulaziz.:

Since 2015, three Saudi royals, famous for their public criticism of King Salman bin Abdulaziz and his retinue, have been tricked into Europe and forced to return to the Saudi kingdom, where they remain unaccounted for.

17 Oct 2018 el mundo

https://amp.elmundo.es/internacional/2018/10/17/5bc61f93468aebeb038b4642.html#referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com&amp_tf=From%20%251%24s
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Al-Jazeerah, the mouth piece of the Emir of Qatar, who has been vying with the Saudis for influence over Islamist terror organizations in a.o. Syria incl ISIS, brought this about another vanished Saudi Arabian journalist, which did not cause the same furour as the killing of Jamal Kashoggi. A great chanjce to jab king Salman, you can see!

––––––––
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(n)ews has surfaced of another Saudi journalist, Turki bin Abdulaziz al-Jasser, who was arrested eight months ago, and was allegedly tortured to death while in detention.

Al-Jasser ran what he thought was an anonymous account on Twitter, a platform that used to be a proxy public square for Saudis, but where an army of trolls has poisoned debate, harasses dissidents and spreads misinformation.

17 Nov 2018

https://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/listeningpost/2018/11/saudi-arabia-post-khashoggi-business-usual-181117060034075.html

But why is Jamal Kashoggi so important to especially the liberal American media and some politicians?

Was he a better journalist than Turki bin Abdulaziz?

Or is it because he was writing for the Washington Post?

Or is there some other much more sinister reason?

It appears a common practice to “relocate” critizising dissidents back to Saudi Arabia.
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Tala Farea, 16, and Rotana Farea, 22, were discovered facing each other and fully clothed without any obvious signs of trauma, police say.

Investigators say it is too early to determine if any crime occurred or if their deaths were caused by suicide.

The girls had recently applied for US asylum, police said.

The Associated Press, citing New York police, said that the day before their bodies were discovered, their mother received a call from an official at the Saudi embassy ordering the family to leave because the girls had applied for political asylum.

The girls were discovered in Riverside Park last Wednesday wearing black leggings and black jackets and with duct-tape around their waists and ankles.

Police had originally theorised that the girls may have jumped from the George Washington Bridge, but ruled that out after finding a lack of obvious injuries which they would have sustained in the fall.

After releasing sketch drawings of the sisters, police were able to identify them on Friday, and are now seeking the public's help in learning more about their lives in the New York metro area in the past two months.

31 Oct 2018

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-46039480

The police has apparently reached the conclusion that no crime has been committed against the two girls.

The World is turning a blind eye to the Human Rights violations. There are 47 Muslim countries and they mostly subscribe to a different interpretation of Human Rights than the West.

Europeans themselves instead routinely do business with Saudi Arabia as if everything was fine, and even help to suppress Human Rights.

In Europe Human Rights are turned upon their heads and being abused by Islamists to claim preference rights of the European population. There is gross violation of European Convention on Human Rights Article 17, which prohibits abuse of rights.

This is ignored by the European Court of Human Rights, which is anyway a rather political court, and it unfortunately supports the rights of Islamists over the rights of Europeans.

What happened?

Jamal Kashoggi, Saudi national, moved to the United States (nothing about his immigration status)

Entered Saudi consulate 2 Oct 2018 at 1:14, recorded on Turkish police CCTV.

According to fox Jamal Kashoggi was “dismembered” in the Saudi consulate

9 Oct 2018

https://www.foxnews.com/world/missing-journalist-jamal-khashoggi-believed-killed-dismembered-at-saudi-consulate-in-istanbul-report-says

See the original New York Times article 9 Oct 2018 at this link

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/09/world/europe/jamal-khashoggi-turkey-saudi-arabia.html

––––––––
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Another person briefed on the matter, speaking on condition of anonymity to disclose confidential details, told The Times on Saturday that Turkish intelligence had obtained a video of the killing, made by the Saudis to prove that it had occurred.

9 Oct 2018

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/09/world/europe/jamal-khashoggi-turkey-saudi-arabia.html

Jamal Kashoggi was not lured to Saudi Arabia from Europe. He was killed in Turkey. The reader can wonder if that was because he had better protection in Turkey?

The reader can wonder if the European security services are complicit in the “whisking away” of Saudi dissidents from Europe to Saudi Arabia?

One can wonder especvially which European countries and security services are complicit – according to the mentioned interview Germany appears not to be – but that could be on a case by case basis.

What other European countries are more unsafe for dissident saudis and what role does Arab Oil Money play in this unsafety?

The Washington Post (the Post) cited US intelligence officers for intercepted conversations.

Fox reported that American intelligence had evidence of conversations about luring Jamal Kashoggi back to Saudi Arabia:

conversations that Saudi officials had been ordered to lure Jamal Kashoggi back to Saudi Arabia, even with the promise of a government job.

10 Oct 2018

https://www.foxnews.com/world/saudi-ruler-ordered-detention-of-missing-journalist-jamal-khashoggi-report-says

The Saudi government – that would in the end entail King Salman – apparently  tries to contain criticism of the government and especially the role and policies of his appointed heir, Crown Prince Mohamed bin Salman.

But it is not just about xriticism, we shall see below. It is about who is to rule and who is to decide who is to rule. That again is determined by what system of government you have and what methods you have to ensure your system of government. Not everyone subscribeds to the Western ideal of a democracy, where the rulers are elected by the people.
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The killing, described by Middle East Eye:

It took seven minutes for Jamal Khashoggi to die, a Turkish source who has listened in full to an audio recording of the Saudi journalist's last moments told Middle East Eye.

Khashoggi was dragged from the Consul General’s office at the Saudi consulate in Istanbul and onto the table of his study next door, the Turkish source said.

Horrendous screams were then heard by a witness downstairs, the source said.

"The consul himself was taken out of the room. There was no attempt to interrogate him. They had come to kill him,” the source told MEE.

The screaming stopped when Khashoggi - who was last seen entering the Saudi consulate on 2 October - was injected with an as yet unknown substance.

Salah Muhammad al-Tubaigy, who has been identified as the head of forensic evidence in the Saudi general security department, was one of the 15-member squad who arrived in Ankara earlier that day on a private jet.

Tubaigy began to cut Khashoggi’s body up on a table in the study while he was still alive, the Turkish source said.

The killing took seven minutes, the source said..

17 Oct 2018

https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/exclusive-khashoggi-829291552

This one little detail – “Tubaigy began to cut Khashoggi’s body up on a table in the study while he was still alive, the Turkish source said.”  -  is what makes the death of Jamal Kashoggi so appealing to the hearts of minds of readers all over the World.

Many people have tried cutting themselves or suffering similar injury.

Some have tried being operated on while not fully sedated.

Most people have suffered at the hands of a dentist.

Turkey released the names and identities of 15 Saudis who are allegedly involved in journalist Jamal Khashoggi's disappearance and at that time “likely” death.

One of the suspects, Maher Abdulaziz Mutreb, is a diplomat who has travelled with the crown prince, commonly known as MBS, several times.

He was part of MBS' entourage when the crown prince made an extensive US tour earlier this year. The Times showed pictures of Mutreb with MBS on tours of Boston, Houston and the United Nations in New York.

Another suspect is Abdulaziz Mohammed al-Hawsawi, who works as one of MBS' personal bodyguards, according to the Times report. Two other suspects, Thaar Ghaleb al-Harbi and Muhammed Saad Alzahrani, also operate as royal guards.

Yet another suspect, Salah al-Tubaigy, works as the head of Saudi Arabia's Scientific Council of Forensics and specialises in mobile autopsies.

A Turkish source told Middle East Eye that Tubaigy cut Khashoggi’s body up on a table in a study in Saudi Arabia's consulate in Istanbul while he was still alive.

17 Oct 2018

https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/15-saudi-suspects-travelled-istanbul-were-close-mbs-report-149446239

Key events according to BBC:

2 October

	03:28: A private jet carrying suspected Saudi agents arrives at Istanbul airport. A second joins it late afternoon

	12:13: Several diplomatic vehicles are filmed arriving at the consulate, allegedly carrying some of the Saudi agents

	13:14: Mr Khashoggi enters the building, where he is due to pick up paperwork ahead of his marriage

	15:08: Vehicles leave the consulate and are filmed arriving at the nearby Saudi consul's residence

	21:00: Both jets leave Turkey by 21:00


3 October

	Turkish government announces Mr Khashoggi is missing, thought to be in the consulate


4 October

	Saudi Arabia says he left the embassy


7 October

	Turkish officials tell the BBC they believed Mr Khashoggi was killed at the consulate. This is later strongly denied by Saudi Arabia


13 October

	Turkish officials tell BBC Arabic they have audio and video evidence of the killing . The existence of such tapes had previously been reported by local media


15 and 17-18 October

	Forensic teams carry out searches of consulate


18 Oct 2018

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-45904904

––––––––
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From Spanish national TV rtve (translation)

The experts analyzed for three hours a Mercedes Vito van with license plate of the Saudi consulate that appears in one of the recordings from the day on which the journalist disappeared, according to the newspaper Yeni Safak.
Two hours after Khashoggi entered the building, the van left the consulate and went to the consul's residence, 200 meters away. The forensic team analyzed the van with chemicals used to detect genetic debris.
Turkish security forces also investigate other consular vehicles that were used on the day of Khashoggi's disappearance.

They search in the Belgrade forest and in Yalova
Turkish police extended the Saudi journalist's investigation to the Belgrade forest, located in the northwest of Istanbul province and to the Turkish province of Yalova, on the other side of the Sea of ​​Marmara.
19 Oct 2018

http://www.rtve.es/noticias/20181019/forenses-turcos-buscan-pistas-sobre-khashoggi-furgoneta-del-consulado-saudi/1822500.shtml

From BBC supplementary entries:

15 and 17-18 October

	Forensic teams carry out searches of consulate


20 October

	Saudi state TV reports an initial investigation shows Jamal Khashoggi died in the consulate

	Two Saudi senior officials are dismissed and King Salman announces the formation of a ministerial committee to restructure the intelligence services


20 Oct 2018

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-45923217

After first for almost three weeks denying any knowledge at all, the Saudi government changed its story as the Turkish President, officials and medie kept pressuring the Saudis with more, revealing information about the killing.

Of course such a forced admission, regardless of its factual content, would be viewed with a high degree of suspicion.

The finding out the truth became an exercise in itself by the media, which these days are accused of peddling all sorts of fake news and are viewed with increasing scepticism by many in the public.

Journalist Jamal Khashoggi was killed in a fight in the Saudi consulate in Istanbul, the country's state TV reported quoting an initial probe.

It said deputy intelligence chief Ahmad al-Assiri and Saud al-Qahtani, senior aide to Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman, were dismissed over the affair.

20 Oct 2018

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-45923217

There are so many conflicting “official” leaks and explanations – some say “a fistfight” some say “a chokehold”, but this fail to explain why a simple citizen¨s act of going to obtain copy of an official document would at all lead to such a situation.

Especially, as none have yet suggested that Jamal Kashoggi was physically aggressive, posed a security threat to any person in the consulate, was armed and dangerous, carried a suspicious device or anything like that.

BBC cites Reuters:

Reuters reported on Sunday it had spoken to a Saudi official who said Mr Khashoggi had died in a chokehold after resisting attempts to return him to Saudi Arabia. His body was then rolled in a rug and given to a local "co-operator" to dispose of.

A Saudi operative then reportedly donned Mr Khashoggi's clothes and left the consulate. 

The official said Saudi statements had changed because of "false information reported internally at the time".

21 Oct 2018

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-45932697
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The accounts of the actions leading up to the killing becomes wilder and wilder and more gruesome through the middle of October:

Al Jazeera and news agencies

Pro-government Turkish newspaper Yeni Safak, citing the audio, said his torturers cut off his fingers during an interrogation and later beheaded him.

21 Oct 2018

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/10/erdogan-turkey-reveal-naked-truth-khashoggi-killing-181021152727536.html

Reuters reported on Sunday it had spoken to a Saudi official who said Mr Khashoggi had died in a chokehold after resisting attempts to return him to Saudi Arabia. His body was then rolled in a rug and given to a local "co-operator" to dispose of.

A Saudi operative then reportedly donned Mr Khashoggi's clothes and left the consulate. The official said Saudi statements had changed because of "false information reported internally at the time".

22 Oct 2018

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-45935823

The Saudi agents even tried to lay false tracks:

A 'body double' resembling writer Jamal Khashoggi was dressed in the writer's clothes and strolled the streets of Istanbul in part of an elaborate attempt to cover up his death, Turkish officials said Monday. 

Turkey released surveillance footage showing what was believed to be the imposter wearing Khashoggi’s clothes, glasses and a fake beard walking the streets shortly after the writer was killed inside the Saudi consulate, the Washington Post reported. 

The look-alike—identified in reports as Mustafa al-Madani—was spotted because he wore shoes of a different color than the pair worn by Khashoggi, who was 59. Khashoggi entered the consulate on Oct. 2 to obtain documents for his pending marriage to his fiancé. 

23 Oct 2018

https://www.foxnews.com/world/body-double-seen-wearing-slain-saudi-writers-clothes-fake-beard-after-killing-report

It is not known who they wanted to deceive – apparently they did not know Jamal Kashoggi’s fiancé was waiting oitside for him and the ploy could have been directed at the Turkish police or the friends he had met with concerning his political actions, as will be shown below.

That could mean Muslim Brotherthood and even President Erdogan, who might have been secretly sponsoring political activities in Saudi Arabia, perhaps together with Qatar, against king Salman.

It is highly noteworthy that President Erdogan is involved in Salman Kashoggi’s disappearance right from the start.

President Erdogan said three teams of 15 Saudi nationals had arrived in Istanbul on separate flights in the days and hours leading up to the murder.

23 Oct 2018

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-45949742
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The New York Times, which is trying to regabilitate its ragged reputation for biased press against President Trump, regularly releases interesting stories via Microsoft msn news, to show it can report something seriously.

NYT quoted The Wall Street Journal for a damaging leak from CIA that this agency had intercepted communication between this team of 15 agents and prince Salman:

The existence of the intercepts was first reported by The Wall Street Journal, which reviewed a highly classified document on the C.I.A. assessment of Mr. Khashoggi’s killing. The leak of the secret report, according to officials, infuriated Gina Haspel, the C.I.A. director. It has also intensified calls by members of Congress to have Ms. Haspel go to Capitol Hill to brief them.

3 Dec 2018

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/intercepts-solidify-cia-assessment-that-saudi-prince-ordered-khashoggi-killing/ar-BBQoTP3?ocid=spartanntp
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Why did it happen?

The main reason why Jamal Kashoggi was killed is that Europe has continued to buy oil from the Arab Oil countries although we could have switched completely to renewable energy at least 20 years ago. We developed the technology quickly after the 1973 Oil Crisis and anyway the technology has for parts been here since the Middle Ages.

Without all the oil money Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, the Emirates and Iran would not have had all the power they have now.

Without all the oil money they could not have financed terror as they have done at least the last 20 – 30 years, without presidents Bush 41, Clinton, Bush 43 and Obama doing anything about it. Well, to be fair, Obama at least tried to further renewable energy under the Climate Change agenda, but not under the strategic risk and definitely not under the Islamic Terror agenda.

Saudi Arabia has a chokehold over especially Europe and has been bleeding the Europeans for all their wealth generation and part of their savings for many years.

Hvem var det, der sendte den danske kongefamilie ned og trykke hænder med et brutalt diktatur, der torturerer fanger, undertrykker kvinder, halshugger regeringsmodstandere og som indledte det nye år med at henrette 47 personer?

4 June 2016

https://www.bt.dk/politik/frederik-og-mary-ramt-af-massiv-kritik-under-saudi-besoeg-men-hvem-sendte-dem-afst

Translation

Who was it that sent the Danish royal family down to shake hands with a brutal dictatorship that tortures prisoners, suppresses women, throttles government opponents and who started the new year of executing 47 people?

You just have to take a trip through especially France to see the resulting poverty.

You just have to see what policies and resolutions the United Nations General Assembly and many of its agencies pass all the time, to see the power and influence they wield.

With the important role the saudis play in the world economy they feel free to concentrate on their own business, and disregarding niceties of international law as evidenced in this killing of Jamal Kashoggi and some of the other reported internal political and Human Rights problems.

You can not fault the Saudis for this. The blame lies squarely with especially the Europeans, who are the main importers.

The Europeans have contributed further to the instability of the world by importing and increasing imports of especially natula gas from Russia, where President Putin likewise is emboldened by the weak European stance.

Will there be reprisals for Saudi Arabia?
• Despite international rejection, Saudi Arabia is the largest oil exporter in the world, a military ally and enemy of Iran. Many Western allies, including Spain - 12 Spanish companies have participated in the construction of the AVE between Mecca and Medina -, make million-dollar sales of arms and war material with the kingdom.
16 Oct 2018

http://www.rtve.es/noticias/20181016/incognitas-desaparicion-jamal-khashoggi/1820260.shtml

The report from rtve – Spanish national TV – points squarely to the problem for the Europeans – they are fighting each other to sell scraps and be paid crumbs of all the money they send for oil and gas.

They refuse to acknowledge the strategic risks – no matteer how many terror attacks are committed inside Europe against its own citizebs by Islamists that are routinely characterised by the authgorities abd the media as people with “mental issues”.

They are fighting each opther instead of cooperating to switch rapidly to renewable energy that will create investment employment for its own citizens, maintenance employment for its own citixens and better security and balance of payments.

The Kuwauris worried already after 1973 that Europe would switch to rebewables and leave them with less income – but the Europeans just talked and talked and did very little – compared to what they should have done, see the book Arab Oil Money – Toxic Cocktail.

The business and political world tried and greatly failed to show a common stance and boycott an Investment Forum in Saudi Arabia 23 Oct 2018.

Again, you can not wholly blame the businessmen – they know how much of their companies are already owned by Oil Arabs, whether disguised un nominee accounts or offshore trusts or whatever. They can be fired by the investors!

Angus MacNeil MP, Chair of the International Trade Select Committee expressed his support for further boycotts.

"The behaviour of Saudi Arabia is utterly beyond the pale," said Mr. MacNeil. "They cannot operate with such savage impunity."

Human rights charity Amnesty International has also said businesses should "think twice" about attending.

Businesses should consider that it might damage their brands to be associated with a country that "bombs civilian targets in Yemen, imprisons human rights defenders and apparently disappears a journalist overseas", said Amnesty's Economic Affairs Programme Director Peter Frankental.

However a spokesperson for the Confederation of British Industry (CBI) said it was up to individual companies to "look at the situation carefully and make their own judgments".

18 Oct 2018

https://www.bbc.com/news/business-45893078

New York Times

Amnesty is a strange organisation.

The issue of the war in Yemen is one of proxy conflict between Iran and Saudi Arabia, between Shia nuslims and Sunni muslims.

Iy is also a strategic conflict, threatening the stability of the oil supply – which the Europeans stupidly have not cut, thereby incentivising this and other conflicts like that in Libya.

And for no reason – Euirope has the technology to switch totally away from oil and gas, and benefits its own population , but the ruling business and political elites refuse to consider the best interests of its population.

This shows if anything what a sham traditional European politics has been – the voters can either vote for the elite’s ticket or they can stay at home. There is no other choices available – until President Trump.

President Trump sent Secretary of State Mike Pompeo to Saudi Arabia and Turkey and Pompeo said:

He said the relationship between the United States and Saudi Arabia was important for strategic and financial reasons.

“I do think it’s important that everyone keep in their mind that we have lots of important relationships — financial relationships between U.S. and Saudi companies, governmental relationships, things we work on together all across the world,” Mr. Pompeo said.

Mr. Trump said that Saudi Arabia “has been a very important ally” and noted the kingdom was spending billions of dollars on American weapons. “When I went there, they committed to purchase $450 billion worth of things, and $110 billion worth of military,” the president said, claiming the orders were the biggest in the history of the world. 

19 Oct  2018

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/17/world/middleeast/pompeo-khashoggi-murder.html

Mike Pompeo poinys to precisely the same problem as Spanish rtve – everybody want to get some of the European money the saudis will be spending. European strategic security matters not to any of them.

El Mundu, in the interview with a dissident Saudi prince hiding somewhere in Germany, cited the Saudi prince for imploring the Europeans not to “lower their heads” in the case of the murder of Jamal Kashoggi.

The Saudi prince is not known whether he is a supporter of the same political interests as Jamal Kashoggi, but probably not. His is likely a more general concern.

El Mundo, Spanish newspaper (translation)

. "The only thing I ask of the international community is to defend human rights and that their reaction to what happened is severe, the Saudi authorities deserve a punishment equal to this atrocious crime so that it does not happen again against any other I hope that Western leaders do not lower their heads in the face of Saudi influence and that, once and for all, they awaken a global conscience, and that regimes such as the Saudi should not become bands of gangsters. "

17 Oct 2018 el mundo

https://amp.elmundo.es/internacional/2018/10/17/5bc61f93468aebeb038b4642.html#referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com&amp_tf=From%20%251%24s

It is a great hope but it is not credible that the European business and political elites will cut themselves out of the profits they are making from continuing to use oil and gas and send all that money to these kinds of political systems – the Middle East and Russia.

They have not done it up till now, so what should make them change their behavior? Killing of a journalist? Not very likely, considering the fate of other journalists and bloggerts.

Lawmakers of both parties have long been suspect of Saudi Arabia. In 2016, Congress approved a measure to allow victims of those killed on 9/11 to sue the Saudi government over purported terrorism ties. President Obama vetoed the plan. But Congress successfully overrode the President, the only veto override of Mr. Obama’s career.

20 Oct 2018

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/congress-faces-tough-choices-on-saudi-arabia-in-wake-of-khashoggi-killing

That was an very sensible measure, given the majority of the terrorists in the 9/11 were Saudis and given that other lawsuits against Saudi Arabia and members of the Royal family have been settled, but on unpublished terms.

As was referred in the book Radical Islam and Compliance in Financial Institutions the anti-Western sentiments  that are widely held in Saudi Arabia.

If you talk to Western expats that have worked there, they tell about quite bad working conditions, but that the pay and the holidays are very good and act as compensation for the attitude.

Bin Salman is known by his initials as MBS – or “Mr. Bone Saw,” as critics now call him on Twitter, a reference to the Turkish government’s claim that Khashoggi was drugged and dismembered at the consulate.

Saudi Arabia may well succeed in its effort to shore up relations with Washington and save the impetuous young crown prince from his own rash actions. The U.S. has a longstanding strategic interest in close ties to the kingdom – securing access to oil, selling it massive amounts of weapons, containing Iran, and defeating the extremist Islamic forces that the kingdom itself promoted for decades.

20 Oct 2018

https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/saudis-offer-pathetic-explanation-of-khashoggi-death-to-preserve-ties-to-us-and-clear-crown-prince

It can not be the methods crown prince Salman use to exercise power, for the American intelligence and Human Rights NGOs report that although the conditions have worsened, the Human Rights situation in Saudi Arabia is nothing new.

Westeners keep taking holidays in the Middle East in spite of so many reports of them being jailed for violating local laws.

The number of jailed dissidents has grown, along with the praise in the domestic and foreign press about MBS’s Vision 2030, a campaign to shift the base of the Saudi economy away from oil. But that vital effort to employ young, frustrated Saudis in real, non-government jobs requires massive foreign investment.

Yet the decision last year by MBS to imprison without formal charges some 400 Saudi officials and businessmen in a five-star Ritz-Carlton Hotel to extort what he claimed were their ill-gotten gains – though wildly popular with young Saudis – has frightened the very foreign investors upon whom the kingdom’s economic transformation depends.

Then came the gruesome killing of Khashoggi, a critic who endorsed the thrust of MBS’s reforms, but not the man implementing them.

The crown prince could do more to end the war in Yemen. He could stop lecturing Saudis about working harder and tightening their belts while he buys $300 million villas in France and $450 million yachts with their money.

20 Oct 2018

https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/saudis-offer-pathetic-explanation-of-khashoggi-death-to-preserve-ties-to-us-and-clear-crown-prince

It is not logical that the crown prince’s visions for a more open society with more “real” jobs require massive Western investments.

It looks more like they want us to pay double – first for them buying up Europe and they for us building factories in the desert for their workers.

The Oil Arabs import so much workforce from India, Pakistan and Asia that they could easily use some of the Syrian refugees instead.

But the whole plan is not really to Westernise the Middle East, but to invade Europe and change its demographics, political and legal systems to be like in the Middle East.

Westeners simply do not fully understand the strategic threat they are facing.

Senator Lindsey Graham has tried to put some perspective into the matter:

"I’m not even calling for sanctions really against Saudi Arabia, in general. I don’t think we should quit trading with Saudi Arabia. I think we should specifically quit aiding and abetting them in an aggressive war in Yemen ... where tens of thousands of civilians are being killed. It’s about them spreading hatred of Christians and Jews and Hindus throughout the world."

He continued: "I don’t think we need the Saudis; the Saudis need us much more than we need them. We have incredible leverage: Their air force is entirely American planes. They can’t last a couple of months without parts and mechanics to help run their air force. We train their pilots; they are completely dependent on us. We need to tell them to behave."

21 Oct 2018 

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/saudi-crown-prince-is-gonna-have-to-be-replaced-amid-insulting-explanation-for-khashoggis-death-rand-paul-says

One serious problem for this matter is that especially Democrat senators try to use the weapons deals with Saudi bArabia as a way to obstruct President Trump¨s “America First” policy.

They simply want to reduce the employment creation of these specific arms deals in order to scupper President Trump’s economic and employment policy.

Still, defense contractors and the administration worry deals could stall in Congress where Democrats and Republicans alike are alarmed by the Khashoggi case, which has laid bare the risks of downgrading human rights concerns amid the "Buy American" push.

Even before the news of his death, Democratic lawmakers have effectively blocked at least four military equipment deals from being finalized, leaving them in limbo, largely because of Saudi attacks that killed Yemeni civilians.

"This makes it more likely they'll expand holds to include systems that aren't necessarily controversial by themselves. It's a major concern," the senior administration official said, speaking on condition of anonymity.

24 Oct 2018

https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/exclusive-trump-industry-work-to-save-much-touted-dollar110-billion-saudi-arms-deal/ar-BBOQIBY?ocid=spartanntp
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Interestingly and more worrying for Europeans is that the Saudi government under crown prince Salman has shown a willingness to punish other countries, in specific case Canada, for supporting Human Rights activists charged iin Saudi Arabia.

The arguments used as as taken out of any complaint from a radical Muslim in Europe, claiming an European has infringed their holy religious rights, whether they be wearing a challenging dress, demanding pork banned from the public menu, banning mentioning of anything Christian, demanding removal of windows and other constructions using a cross of material.
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Saudi Arabia is selling off Canadian securities in response to Ottawa’s criticism of the arrest of a female activist, the Financial Times reports. Riyadh says it's ready to take the step despite possible financial losses. 

According to the newspaper, Saudi Arabia’s overseas asset managers were told to dump Canadian equities, bonds and cash holdings “no matter the cost.” Saudi Arabia is not a major investor in Canada, according to the FT source, but the Kingdom wants to send a strong signal to authorities in Ottawa.

The diplomatic rift between the two countries began after Canadian Foreign Minister Chrystia Freeland demanded the release from prison of Saudi women’s rights activist Samar Badawi, who has family in Canada.

Riyadh said the Canadian demand was “a blatant interference in the Kingdom’s domestic affairs, against basic international norms and all international protocols.”

“The Kingdom views the Canadian position as an affront to the Kingdom that requires a sharp response to prevent any party from attempting to meddle with Saudi sovereignty,” according to a statement by the Saudi Foreign Ministry.

On Tuesday, Saudi Arabia's national airline Saudia halted all direct flights to and from Toronto following Canada’s intervention. Toronto is the only Canadian destination Saudia serves.

https://www.rt.com/business/435425-saudi-arabia-dumps-canada-assets/

Saudi Arabia's national airline Saudia announced the suspension of all direct flights to and from Toronto following Canada’s comments about the kingdom’s treatment of human rights activists. 

The flights to Toronto Pearson International Airport will be suspended beginning August 13, according to the announcement the carrier published on its Twitter. Previously, Toronto was the only Canadian destination Saudia served. The company promised to find alternate solutions to customers affected by the measure.

7 Aug 2018

https://www.rt.com/business/435329-saudi-arabia-suspends-flights-canada/

On the one hand Europe must fund the massive investments in creating jobs in Saudi Arabia and continue to be hooked of oil as industrial “heroin” and onn the other hand Europeans must just shut up, place no conditions on anything but rather just follow instructions from the radical clerics in the Muslim world. It is always Europe that has to pay – with the argument they are the “rich countries”.

[image: image]

Drawing of Samar Badawi

A Saudi Arabian social media creative group has published a picture of an Air Canada flight moving towards the CN Tower, accompanied by a warning to the Canadian government. 

The picture was produced by a group called @Infographic_KSA, which describes itself as a project “managed by a group of Saudi youth who are interested in technology and social media Facts backed by numbers & evidence”. Its online presence is mostly on Twitter, Instagram and Telegram.

6 Aug 2018

https://www.rt.com/news/435237-saudi-threaten-canada-terrorism/

The sentiments especially among the youth in Saudi Arabia and the wider Middle East is sometimes wented, which the rulers otherwise try to discourage. At the same time internal demands for better conditions are squashed.

Saudi Arabia's public prosecutor has reportedly sought the death penalty for five activists, including the female rights defender Israa al-Ghomgham.

Human Rights Watch said they recently went on trial at a terrorism tribunal on charges including "participating in protests" in the restive Qatif region.

It has been the scene of demonstrations by the minority Shia Muslim community.

The public prosecutor accused Ms Ghomgham and the other four activists of charges including "participating in protests in the Qatif region", "incitement to protest," "chanting slogans hostile to the regime", "attempting to inflame public opinion", "filming protests and publishing on social media", and "providing moral support to rioters", according to HRW.

The prosecutor reportedly called for them to be given the death penalty at the start of their trial based on the Islamic legal principle of "tazir", under which the judge has discretion over what constitutes a crime and over the sentence.

"Any execution is appalling, but seeking the death penalty for activists like Israa al-Ghomgham, who are not even accused of violent behaviour, is monstrous," Sarah Leah Whitson, HRW's Middle East director, said in a statement.

"Every day, the Saudi monarchy's unrestrained despotism makes it harder for its public relations teams to spin the fairy tale of 'reform' to allies and international business."

22 Aug 2018

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-45270224

Regime change attempts are going on everywhere mist of the time. In the United States there is a new left-wing Democrat movement to make the USA look more like Europe, although USA already has an incredible public debt:

Former communists turned anti-communists, like Whittaker Chambers and James Burnham, who left the movement after witnessing some of the most horrific acts of the Soviet regime, played a critically influential role in the middle of the 20th century. It's a shame that millennial socialist leaders, like 29-year old congresswoman-elect Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, have no memory of the horrible legacy of the communist regime that was responsible for the deaths of over 50 million people, and no memory of those who fought against it like our 41st president.

The millennial generation could learn from the 41st president's famous words: "We know what works. Freedom Works. We know what's right. Freedom's right."

8 Dec 2018

https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/millennial-socialists-have-a-lot-to-learn-from-george-h-w-bushs-legacy
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Drawing of Josef Stalin, who caused the death of maybe 25 -50 million people.

Decision making in an absolute monarchy

It happens every day, read David Ignatius. 

A lively introduction to decision making in an absolute mocarchy is found in his article. However, it only covers a little of the aspect og making critics shut up.

But Westeners should first of all feel sorry for themselves, because they are the real victims and the future looks very grim.

27 Nov 2018

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/global-opinions/the-khashoggi-killing-had-roots-in-a-cutthroat-saudi-family-feud/2018/11/27/6d79880c-f17b-11e8-bc79-68604ed88993_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.feaacecf3ad4
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“This guy has got to go,” Graham, R-S.C., said on “Fox and Friends.” “Saudi Arabia, if you’re listening: There are a lot of good people you can choose, but MBS has tainted your country and tainted himself.”

Video

He added, “The MBS figure is, to me, toxic. He can never be a world leader on the world stage.”

He added, “I'm not going back to Saudi Arabia as long as this guy is in charge.”

A fired-up Graham on Tuesday called the crown prince a “wrecking ball.”

16 Oct 2018

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/sen-graham-saudi-crown-prince-has-got-to-go-after-khashoggis-disappearance

Interesting, First, how is Lindsey Graham involved in the decision making process in the Saudi Royal family? Second, what does he get out of it? 

Apparently he receives campaign contributions from the arms industry. But is, say, Exxon pays a campaign contribution, is it really Exxon, who is paying?
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New York Times

Turkish officials have said they possess evidence showing that 15 Saudi agents assassinated and dismembered Mr. Khashoggi in the consulate....

American lawmakers of both parties, however, are expressing far greater horror at what appears to be the brutal killing of Mr. Khashoggi, a veteran of the Saudi establishment who was well known among journalists and diplomats. 

His story has captured the attention of the American public far more than the mass killings and other atrocities in the region, and a growing number of lawmakers are demanding some sanction.

19 Oct 2018

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/saudi-arabia-weighs-blaming-intelligence-official-for-khashoggi-killing/ar-BBOzrXd?ocid=spartanntp
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It is a very personal story – it is personably possible to imagine yourself at the hands of 15 government emplyees, who kill and dismember you, when tou are peacefully trying to collect a government document certifying your personal life. Who has not personally been abused by government officials, who are often beyond correction?

Dying in a car crash because of a stupid act, dying from a bomb hitting your house or where you are standing, dying from taking a selfie by the cliff’s edge...these are all a different type of incident.

But having the government attack you with all it’s might while you are unarmed – that is terifying for all normal citizens.

That brings fear even into the hearts of seasoned European politicians, who protect themselves against the voters with armed bodyguards and careful movements.

The politicians are normally running the show, ordering the government officials about. But what if this kind of standard is also introduced more widely in Europe? What if ex-politicians are suddenly risking retribution from their successors?

What if Marine Lepen was to hold Hollande personally responsible? What if AfD was to hold Merkel personally responsible?

With the closeness of the Oil Arabs and the European political and business elites, his actions could inspire the introduction of whole new standards in European public life.

There are stories about European ambassadors who have gotten used to having slaves while in Saudi Arabia and continue slapping the household help, when they return to Europe. 

El Mundo (translation)

The royal family is boiling Five princes visited the monarch a few days ago to talk with him about this case and complain about how his son's policies are affecting the country and the future of the country. Real family After the meeting, they were arrested, "denounces the opposition.

17 Oct 2018 el mundo

https://amp.elmundo.es/internacional/2018/10/17/5bc61f93468aebeb038b4642.html#referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com&amp_tf=From%20%251%24s
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Magnitsky sanctions would have real teeth, because members of the royal family love to travel outside the Arabian Peninsula, where they can do things they cannot do at home. If MBS wants to avoid a rupture in relations, then he must accept responsibility and make restitution. He must acknowledge that he understands the gravity of this mistake—that he has made Saudi Arabia an international pariah, and is willing to do what is necessary to dig himself out of that hole through steps such as the release of political prisoners. And he must commit to stopping this kind of brutal behavior. Because his professed desire to modernize Saudi Arabia is incompatible with the medieval horrors that apparently took place in the Saudi consulate in Istanbul.

Washington Post

Rep. Adam B. Schiff (Calif.), the ranking Democrat on the House Intelligence Committee, was also dismissive of the Saudi account.

“The announcement that Jamal Khashoggi was killed while brawling with a team of more than a dozen dispatched from Saudi Arabia is not credible,” he said. “If Khashoggi was fighting inside the Saudi Consulate in Istanbul, he was fighting for his life with people sent to capture or kill him.” Schiff added, “The kingdom and all involved in this brutal murder must be held accountable, and if the Trump administration will not take the lead, Congress must.”

20 Oct 2018

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/saudi-arabia-fires-5-top-officials-arrests-18-saudis-saying-khashoggi-was-killed-in-fight-at-consulate/ar-BBOCzzO?ocid=spartanntp

Primarily intended for internal American politics, targeting President Bush.

Many presidents before President Trump  – Bush 41, Clinton, Bush 43, Obama - have cooperated closely with Saudi Arabia, even when they knew from their intelligence that Saudi Arabia was the prime sponsor of Radical Islam.

“I will forever be a loyal servant to this country and this nation shall always stand tall,” he wrote.

Qahtani had made overtures to Khashoggi and tried to persuade him to return to Saudi Arabia this summer, when U.S. intelligence officials said there was an attempt to lure him back to the kingdom to detain him.

“Do you think I can act by myself without taking orders/guidance?” Qahtani said last year in a tweet that is being widely shared now after the announcement of his firing. “I am an employee and a trustworthy executive to the orders of the king and the crown prince.”

20 Oct 2018

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/saudi-arabia-fires-5-top-officials-arrests-18-saudis-saying-khashoggi-was-killed-in-fight-at-consulate/ar-BBOCzzO?ocid=spartanntp

Seeing how all kinds of public servants leak the most embarrassing confidential information in the United States, you might envy the loyalty of Qahtari, regardless his name suggests he come from the rival Qatar.

There must be panic within the ruling family, which is among the world's least transparent cliques. While few analysts think that King Salman will oust his son, MBS could have helped his case by trying to become the reformer he pretends to be.

20 Oct 2018

https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/saudis-offer-pathetic-explanation-of-khashoggi-death-to-preserve-ties-to-us-and-clear-crown-prince

The  West should take note that there is preciously little they can do to influence the decision making in likely any of the Middle Eastern Oil countries – the only nthing that would really start to change anything would be to phase out oil and gas over no more than a couple of years.

Just watch how effective President Trump is in getting negotiations going, with definite sanctions being activated in a specific time – like tariffs increasing from 10 to 25 per cent in 90 days if sufficient progress on trade is not made (read more on G-20).

The European Union could have installed punitive import taxes on oil and gas and spent ALL the money on renweable energy, breaking the chokehold Russia and the Middle East have over European foreign and security politics.

None of the Oil Arab counbtries seem to budge, and Iran certainly not either – abetted by the Europeans that want to sell them anything, even products that threaten our security.

On Sunday, Kuwait was the latest ally to praise King Salman for his handling of the case, saying it showed "the kingdom's keenness and commitment to establish the truth and its respect for legal principles to bring to account those behind this regretful event".

Egypt, Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates have been among those reflecting similar praise.

21 Oct 2018

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-45932697

The Oil Arabs support each other and their methods of decision making.

The West will eventually become like them, not the other way round, if you analyse the restrictions on free speech and other freedoms in Europe – for anyone who is not a Muslim – the Muslims have much greater protection due to their associations and wealthy sponsors.

“The individuals did this out of the scope of their authority,” he said, adding that none of those involved in Khashoggi’s death had close ties to Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman. “There were not people closely tied to him. This was an operation that was a rogue operation.”

Saudi Arabia said 18 Saudi suspects were in custody and intelligence officials had been fired. But critics believe the complex scheme that led to Khashoggi's death could not have occurred without the knowledge of bin Salman.

21 Oct 2018

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/fox-news-exclusive-bret-baier-grills-saudi-foreign-minister-over-death-of-us-based-columnist-in-consulate

Many have expressed scepticism whether there is true accountability.

What is the sensibility of cutting the head of 15 saudi agents? It is more drastic than impeaching President Donald Trump, but is it really that the West is asking for?

Or satisfied with?

If these 15 agents choose death, it is really a very sinister warning of what to comke for especially Europe as the numbers grow. The relentless funding of the take-over of parts and buildings in Spain is especially frightening, see the book  Catalonia – Way to Conflict.

“I do not doubt the sincerity of King Salman. That being said, independent investigation needs to be carried out. This is a political killing,” Erdogan said, adding Khashoggi’s death was meticulously planned.

23 Oct 2018

https://www.foxnews.com/world/saudi-officials-planned-khashoggis-killing-days-before-his-death-erdogan-says

President Erdogan is stating the obvious.

There is absolutely no reason to doubt the sincerety of king Salman.

Botched PR attempts by the Saudis, such as the king and crown prince meeting Khashoggi's son on Tuesday, are only exacerbating the situation.

Crisis meetings have been held by the royal family to decide how far they must go to satisfy the international mood of revulsion. But there appears little prospect of dramatic change at the top.

24 Oct 2018

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-45968185

The attempt was absolutely sincere – but it takes some time to digest that the people you are invited to meet may have ordered the killing of your father, or have people around them that did this even outside their authority.

Grief is paired with frustration when the playing field is not even.

The sale of weapons "has nothing to do with Mr Khashoggi. One shouldn't mix everything up", French President Emanuel Macron said on Friday. 

The European Parliament on Thursday passed a nonbinding resolution urging an EU-wide arms embargo on Saudi Arabia in response to the murder.

Russia however said the royal family family should be believed and that ""no-one should have any reasons not to believe them," according Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov..

26 Oct 2018

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-45989356
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For once President Macron said something.

The European Parliament could only issue a non-binding resolution.

It should have been a decision in the Council of Ministers.

Putin demonstrates the point of President Trump – if the United States block arms exports, Russia and China will step in instead and crate a triple alliance of Russia, China and the Muslims against Europe and the United States. Today everybody is attacking the United States and Europe, but not in such a coordinated way.

But, anyway, Macron is chummy with prince Salman and anything else is just a play for the media and the gullible European audiences. France is almost Muslim anyway, due to the influence of this large minority.
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A clearly-irked French President Emmanuel Macron was heard telling Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman “you never listen to me” in a video captured during a break in the ongoing G20 summit Friday.

The comments were made during a private conversation between the two leaders about the murder of Saudi activist Jamal Khashoggi and the political crisis in Yemen, a French official told Reuters.

“You never listen to me,” Macron is heard saying in English in footage posted by the Saudi Gazette newspaper.

“No I will listen of course,” bin Salman says, also in English, in response before launching into a fit of laughter.

Macron, undeterred and continuing on with the conversation, later says “I’m a man of my word.”

30 Nov 2018

https://www.foxnews.com/world/french-president-macron-chides-saudi-leader-at-g-20-summit-saying-you-never-listen-to-me

Since G-20 President Macron has had considerably more problems than Crown Prince Salman.

The final toll from 8 Dec 2018 demonstrations were 1300 arrests and at least 135 injured.

https://www.foxnews.com/world/french-yellow-vest-protesters-tear-gassed-in-violent-clashes-with-riot-police-in-paris

[image: image]

Drawing of Emmanuel Macron

The French government has said that 89,000 additional police officers and law enforcement personnel—with 8,000 in Paris—had been mobilized ahead of Saturday to head off planned protests, which show no sign of slowing down, despite the damage control by the government.

7 Dec 2018

https://www.foxnews.com/world/emmanuel-macron-goes-awol-as-protests-violence-plague-paris

With so far four innocent people dead in the protests compared to one preventive killing of Jamal Kashoggi the reader might wonder what President Macron was lecturing prince Salman about.

The police are using different tactics - they're much more mobile and are using snatch squads to seize identified troublemakers. 

According to the authorities, there have already been nearly 500 arrests. Many of those will have been of people journeying to, rather than at, the scene of the protests - and found to be carrying projectiles.

8 Dec 2018

Already many years ago the Economist magazine analysed the use of carbon taxes in Europe and concluded they we used primarily to fund other programs than the switch renewable energu.

While he has regularly been seen on world stages, including the United Nations and the U.S. Congress, he has been conspicuous by his absence this week, choosing to keep away from the limelight as his government attempts to deal with the issues being protested by the “yellow jacket” protesters who have protested and even rioted in cities over France in recent weeks.

7 Dec 2018

https://www.foxnews.com/world/emmanuel-macron-goes-awol-as-protests-violence-plague-paris

France is being taxed to death, the complete opposite strategy of President Trump, and many are being squeezed hard.

President Trump who has clashed with President Macron was quick to “Pardon my French!”.

https://www.foxnews.com/world/french-yellow-vest-protesters-tear-gassed-in-violent-clashes-with-riot-police-in-paris

The yellow vests protests have moved beyond the initial anger over fuel taxes. Last week, the movement - despite a lack of central leadership - issued more than 40 demands to government.

Among them were a minimum pension, widespread changes to the tax system, and a reduction in the retirement age.

The government has already acknowledged some of the concerns, suggesting it may review the "wealth tax" it abolished after taking power.

An analysis of its original budget plans for 2018-2019 showed it benefitted the very wealthy rather than the very poor.

6 Dec 2018

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-46466268

Having visited France regularly the last 10 years the visual s are clear – there is increasing decay and poverty.

People are frantic and desperate on the road – a very good place to monitor the state of a society. They drive a lot to and from work and they drive longer and get up early to get to a distant job.

What BBC showed but did not comment was that a lot of the violence and rioting was committed by immigrants with covered faces – not covered more than you can see skin color. North Africans and Black Africans feature among the “yellow vests” that are seen burning cars and smashing shop windows.

The “yelloe vests” with unmasked faces are usually “normal” people with jobs but protesting they are being squeezed hard by higher taxes and higher costs of living.

Ironically the rioting immigrants are costing France huge sums in security extra services, health care and social costs. Why they riot against their host could be because they don’t just get rich quick or out of general hatred to Europe. 

Former White House adviser Sebastian Gorka advised French President Emmanuel Macron to learn a thing or two from President Trump as violent protests continued over the weekend in response to Macron's gas tax hike.

Gorka added that Macron is "in bigger trouble" than protesters.

"The protesters want to see French workers represented by the French government the same way Donald Trump is representing American workers," he said. "Macron has proven himself to be just another politician."

2 Dec 2018

http://insider.foxnews.com/2018/12/02/sebastian-gorka-blasts-french-president-emmanuel-macron-amid-tax-hike-protests-france
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“As President of the United States I intend to ensure that, in a very dangerous world, America is pursuing its national interests and vigorously contesting countries that wish to do us harm,” he said in a lengthy statement Tuesday. “Very simply it is called America First!"

On Wednesday he also thanked Saudi Arabia for its role in reducing oil prices.

“Oil prices getting lower. Great! Like a big Tax Cut for America and the World. Enjoy! $54, was just $82. Thank you to Saudi Arabia, but let’s go lower!” he tweeted.

21 Nov 2018

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/trump-thanks-saudi-arabia-for-lower-oil-process-but-says-lets-go-lower

Let us consider this last statement by President Trump.

What precisely has Saudi Arabia done to earn the praise for countering Islamic terrorism?

Saudi Arabia has been the single largest funder of Radical Islamic ideology around the world and thereby the real largest financier of terrorism.

There is no evidence published that Saudi Arabia has slowed its funding of Islamist radicals except joining the “alliance” to bomb the more than 5.000 Saudi nationals that joined ISIS in Syria.

That could be viewed as an expeditionary force to take over Syria, which had was betrayed by its own sponsors. The deletion of 5.000 Saudi nationals would appear a much greater, a much more significant act than the killing of Jamal Kashoggi.

Were all these mainly young men mainly supporters of the Muslim Brotherhood, see below? 

What senator Graham apparently is misunderstanding, however,  is the way to talk to a Middle Eastern ruler.

You don¨t shout in the media.

That is very, very impolite. You have to show respect.

You go politely and respectfully and talk with the ruler, if you are granted an audience. Like Saint Francis of Assisi who went to Egypy in 1219 AD to ask Sultan al-Kamil to stop the fighting and allow Christian pilgrimage to the Holy Land.

This is the same in business with Muslims.

President Trump also issues recept and recognition of a huge and expensive gesture of king Salman.

King Salman has reduced the price of oil, and that is a very generous gesture and one that nobody else than President Trump has recognised.

King Salman would be forgiven to think the Westeners impolite and disrespectful, even ungrateful, for his gesture with the oil prices. It is a huge tax cut, a huge boost to the French economy, which is going under.

He also criticised how the Saudi government was initiating reform. 

"This serious transformation that is happening isn't discussed - the Prince supplies us every couple of weeks or couple of months with a huge multi-billion dollar project that wasn't discussed in the parliament, wasn't discussed in the newspapers and the people will just clap and say great... and things don't work that way."

5 Dec 2018

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-45789369

This is a very good point.

Considering you may have a very militant young generation in Saudi Arabia, where would they want the country to go?

Their dreams and aspirations have direct impact on the West and especially Europe, as the business and political elites have kept Europe hoooked on oil and gas instead of pursuing seriously strategic independence.

If you compare to Turkey, President Erdogan has been able to use political Islam to move the country away from secularization and into direct confrontation with Europe, which he switches on and off to get more money.

Would a consultative process in Saudi Arabia be better than the process Jamal Kashoggi critizises for being too managed?

Would it be better for Europe?

The analysis shows that Europe is too dependent on oil and gas and has no room to make its own strategic decisions incl on immigration, and this is of deep concern to many Europeans, leading to opposition parties springing up everywhere to try to change the cosy relationship between the business and political elites with the oil and gas exporters.

There is only one other way of dealing with this kind of society.

You have to hit them very hard. Like king Pelayo at Corvadonga in Asturias in 722 AD. Like Charles Martell in the Battle of Poitiers (Tours) 732 AD. Like the Venetians and the Spanish in 1571 at the Battle of Lepanto.

Europe is divided on the proper future course to take, and it is a large subject to attempt to cover here.

However, there are signs in many European countries of an increasing scepticism of the invasion of Muslims that follow a political ideology that could overthrow the European popular democratic model.

The author will cover the development in Spain in a future volume, where a new party, Vox, has sprung up to counter the invasion sponsored by PSOE and the independentists in Catalonia, but the reader may also consult Catalonia – Way to Conflict and Catalonie – Legal Procedure.

As a side remark on that issue, PSOE Pedro Sanchez, Spanish prime minister, is appealing to the European socialists to fight “right wing extremism” in Europe. He believes the vox party is too right wing and unacceptable for participation in the local government of Andalucia, where PSOE lost the local election and their almost 40 years of monopoly grip on power. Vox has campained against African and Muslim invasion and this includes widespread bribery of local politicians to allow Muslim take over of the cathedrals in Cordoba and Sevilla. The reader is refferred to Catalonia – Legal Procedure.

International reactions

US Secretary of State and the European Union (Mogherini) demanded a full investigation and full transparency by Saudi Arabia, according to Reuters 9 Oct 2018

9 Oct 2018

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-saudi-politics-dissident-eu/eu-expects-investigation-of-khashoggi-disappearance-mogherini-says-idUSKCN1MJ1AA
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Drawing of Mike Pompeo

British Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt asks for full disclosure, bbc.

10 Oct 2018

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-45809470

Britain would be under pressure for getting some answers, compared to the hefty sanctions against Putin and
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	Saudi state TV reports an initial investigation shows Jamal Khashoggi died in the consulate

	Two Saudi senior officials are dismissed and King Salman announces the formation of a ministerial committee to restructure the intelligence services
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