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On December 3, 1859, John Augustine Washington sat at his desk perusing the National Intelligencer.  He frowned as he read the words of a speech given in Boston the previous night. Why was it always those firebrands in Massachusetts?  They were, John Augustine, thought a proud and arrogant people.

There was a scratching at the door.  The king circled the offending passages in the newspaper and looked up, “Enter”.  A footman ushered in a paunchy, white haired, dough faced man in his sixties, who bowed deeply. “Your Majesty summoned me?”

The king looked at his prime minister.  He never cared for the man.  Buchanan was neither fish nor fowl.  Small wonder his colleagues called him “Miss Nancy”.  

“Prime Minister, are you aware of this,” said John Augustine II, pushing the newspaper across the desk.  

James Buchanan, Prime Minster of the United Kingdom of America and the Trans-Mississippi Empire, read: 

“The United Kingdom of America—where is it and what is it? 

“In one-half of it no man can exercise freedom of speech or the press—no man can utter the words of Adams, of Jefferson, of Patrick Henry—except at the peril of his life; and Northern men are everywhere hunted and driven from the South if they are supposed to cherish the sentiment of freedom in their bosoms. 

“We are living under an awful despotism, a brutal tyranny. 

“I tell you our work is the dissolution of this slavery-cursed kingdom, if we would have a fragment of our liberties left to us! Surely between freemen, who believe in exact justice and impartial liberty, and slaveholders, who are for tearing down all human rights at a blow, it is not possible there should be any union whatever. 

“The slaveholder with his hands dripping in blood—will I make a compact with him? The man who plunders cradles—will I say to him, ‘Brother, let us walk together in unity?’ The man who, to gratify his lust or his anger, scourges woman with the lash till the soil is red with her blood—will I say to him: ‘Give me your hand; let us form a glorious union?’ No, never—never! There can be no union between us.

“By the dissolution of the bonds of kingdom and empire we shall give the finishing blow to the slave system; and then God will make it possible for us to form a true, vital, enduring, all-embracing nation, with one God to be worshipped, one Saviour to be revered, one policy to be carried out—freedom everywhere to all the people, without regard to complexion or race—and the blessing of God resting upon us all! I want to see that glorious day! 

“What is it that God requires of our King-Emperor to remove every root of bitterness in this land, to allay every fear, to fill our borders with prosperity? But one simple act of justice, without violence and convulsion, without danger and hazard. It is this: ‘Undo the heavy burdens, break every yoke, and let the oppressed go free!’

“How simple and how glorious! It is the complete solution of all the difficulties in the case. Oh, that our King-Emperor may be wise before it is too late, and give heed to the word of the Lord! But, whether he will hear or not, let us renew our pledges to the cause of bleeding humanity, and spare no effort or means to make this the land of the free and the refuge of the oppressed!  

William Lloyd Garrison - December 2, 1859”

“It is a very passionate statement Your Majesty,” Buchanan said.

“It is a very treasonous statement, Mr. Buchanan, and We wish to know what you intend to do about it?”

Do?  Do? That was always a difficult word for James Buchanan.  Although from the non-slave holding province of Pennsylvania himself, Buchanan had vigorously enforced the royal edict requiring the return of runaway slaves found in non-slave holding provinces.  The enforcement of the edict had been met with much resistance in the Northern provinces and only fueled the enmities between the Northern and Southern provinces.  These bitter passions were further inflamed on the night of October 16, 1859, when the terrorist John Brown and a small band of fanatics seized the Royal arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Virginia.  The weapons captured at the arsenal were to be used to arm a slave army, an “army of emancipation.”  The rebels took sixty hostages and held out against the local militia, but were then attacked by Royal Marines under the command of Colonel Robert E. Lee.  Ten people were killed during the course of Brown’s rebellion, including two of Brown’s sons.  Brown himself was wounded in the assault by the Marines and taken prisoner.  Brown was tried and convicted of treason, murder and inciting slaves to rebellion.  Brown was hanged on December 2, 1859 in Charles Town, Virginia.  On that day in Boston, William Lloyd Garrison delivered an emotional tribute to Brown and called upon the Northern provinces to secede from the United Kingdom of America, “as the only means by which we may be rid of slavery.”  And now he, James Buchanan, was expected to “Do something” about Garrison and the agitating abolitionists, when all he wanted was a peaceful retirement at his beloved estate Wheatland outside of Lancaster, Pennsylvania.  

But who was he, James Buchanan, to argue with the wishes of the most gracious of sovereigns?  In the seventy years that the Washington dynasty had sat upon the American throne the kingdom had absorbed a continent.  This was the most successful dynasty in the history of mankind, and few could doubt that the guiding hand of Providence blessed every action of the exceptional House of Washington.  Clearly, something must be done if the King wished it so.  “The King’s will is the highest law,” Buchanan muttered to himself.
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The Articles of Confederation were created in 1781, during the American Revolution, by delegates to the Second Continental Congress who recognized the need to have “a plan of confederacy for securing freedom, sovereignty, and independence.” After the war, nationalists, especially those who had been active in the Continental Army, complained that the Articles were too weak for an effective government. There was no executive, no executive agencies, no judiciary and no tax base. 

George Washington, America’s most famous general, was among the first to recognize the flaws in the government under the Continental Congress and the Articles of Confederation. His experience in the Revolutionary War with the inability of Congress to feed, accommodate, supply, or pay the army was more than enough to convince him that a stronger central government was essential, and so, he reluctantly accepted the crown of the United Kingdom of America from the Congress when it dissolved itself in 1789.  

George I did not overlook his generals and supporters, and overnight created four princes, fifty nine dukes, hundreds of counts and barons, and innumerable knights, as well as the Royal Order of St. George.  George I was no tyrant.  He had learned from the mistakes of George III of Great Britain, and encouraged the development of robust Parliamentary institutions on the British model, with which everyone in America was so familiar, to represent the common folk.  Provincial assemblies gave local authorities broad authority but a strong executive was key to the success of the realm.  Like Britain, the American kingdom would have no written constitution, depending on the history, traditions, good will, and good sense of the people and their monarch to ensure good government.  

George I was “the indispensable man” who guided the young kingdom through the perils of its early years, never so dramatically as in 1791 when rebellious farmers in the western frontier regions of Pennsylvania raised the so called Whiskey Rebellion against the royal tax on distilled spirits.  The rebels used violence and intimidation to prevent officials from collecting the tax. Resistance came to a climax in July 1794, when 500 armed men attacked the fortified home of the royal tax collector John Neville. At the head of a volunteer army of 13,000, George I rode out at the head of his troops to suppress the insurgency. The rebels disbanded before the arrival of the army, and there were no further major confrontations.  Twenty rebels were arrested.

On December 14, 1799, the childless George I died at Mount Vernon, his country estate, having named his nephew Bushrod his heir.
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George I (1789 – 1799)
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Bushrod I continued to pursue the “special relationship” with France that his late uncle had nurtured during the Revolutionary War.  This pro-French policy came to full fruition when Napoleon Bonaparte, the First Consul of the French Republic, sold the vast Louisiana territory to America in 1803.  When Napoleon declared himself “Emperor of the French” in 1805, the stage was set for a similar play in America.  On the second of June, 1806 the officers of the army and the notables of America assembled under a magnificently ornate pavilion in Washington City, to witness the coronation of Bushrod I as, “Bushrod, by the Grace of God and the laws of the state, King of the United Kingdom of America, Emperor of the Trans-Mississippi, Destroyer of Tyranny, Regenerator and Benefactor of the nation.”  The Emperor, like his idol Napoleon, crowned himself and then the Empress Anne.  The coronation presaged Bushrod’s observation, “Let us rejoice.  We await the boundless future.” 

The very name “The Trans-Mississippi Empire” worried many European powers, particularly England and Spain.  Did America intend to march to the Pacific and perhaps beyond?  There was no reckoning with the boundless ambitions of Bonaparte in Europe and Washington in the Americas.  Although not formally allied, it was generally reckoned that America and France had an entente cordiale.  Was it a coincidence that America declared war on the British Empire on June 18, 1812 and Napoleon invaded Russia on June 24, 1812?  Certainly it did not seem so to the British.  The Americans intended to conquer Canada.  The French
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