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I always wanted to write a book. I thought it would be about some type of adventure, a mystery or some sort of other book with characters and deep plots. I never thought it would be about something that is happening all over the country at an alarming rate. No child left behind is a policy that many teachers do not feel works like it was designed. They feel it left more children behind than it was actually helping. All the relentless benchmark testing and state testing we do is turning our children into test taking machines with no consideration of any hindrances that these children could experience. For example, what if the children are bad test takers, are stressed, are tired or are just having a bad day as all of us are prone to occasionally? Eating and sleeping habits are something that could affect their scores as well. Teachers must teach for the material included on the tests instead of or in addition to curriculum they need to teach in their lesson plans for the year. Parents and politicians want teachers held accountable for children’s successes or failures basing pay, advancement and tenure on those test results. When so many outside factors can have such a huge impact on the test results, why are teachers alone being held accountable for results? It seems both absurd and inappropriate to hold these people who have dedicated their professional careers to helping kids learn and comprehend new concepts daily over a 12+ year period accountable for a child’s test performances. Why should that teacher’s job depend on test results when so many things can go awry. We see kids boycotting the tests, parents opting out of the tests, and tests that cut off or systems going down mid exam. The Common Core is the newest policy that that aims to equip kids for college and compete in the global economy. As of the writing/publication of this book, 41 states, the District of Columbia, and 4 US Territories use the Common Core or parts of it as educational standards. 4 states have withdrawn from this standard and 12 more are in the process of repealing it. The last data mapping was as of 2014 and of the states who have repealed the Common Core, many have put into place their own “standards” which run pretty much in accordance with the Common Core Standards. In those states the Common Core and their “State Standards” are complicated and confusing at best. This policy again saddles teachers with the anchor of children’s success or failure tied to their own career around their necks.

In today’s quickly changing environment, decreased or complete defunding of public schools from elementary to college, and possible trade education puts regular student education at risk. Moves to do away with the US Department of Education and other services dedicated to at risk/students with any disability all but relegates those student populations to low wage jobs, little opportunity to grow their prospects of a better life, or to get ahead. Many populations will suffer from the breakneck speed and number of changes being made with no regard or understanding of why these services are offered or needed. As of this moment the Common Core and similar standards still exists However, we wait having no idea what’s next, when will another service be slashed, and how this will affect these children, and other marginalized population’s futures. I, myself, have had teachers who are there to collect a pay check and ride it out until retirement. They never stayed after school to help children who needed help, encouraged children or entertained the notion of children coming in during a prep or study hall period for help. On the other hand, I have had some very talented teachers who really loved teaching and helped any time we had a spare minute to come in for help. It’s easy to spot the teachers drawing a pay check; those teachers who really got into it for summers off and a workday that extends from 7am–3pm. The teachers who are in it for the children and teaching should not be penalized because of the actions of the mediocre and uninspired teachers among them.

I am not here to disparage or malign educators: I have the utmost respect for teachers but every profession has the run of the gamut as far as dedication. I think we all agree on this point. People spread the blame among parents, teachers, kids, etc. They are looking to anybody and anything to blame the current education crisis on. Some say the problems stem from government and society from top to bottom. It’s a function of both issues weaved together and one affects the other. Long ago, one parent could stay at home with the children and a family could make it on just that single income. Today, unless you have someone working with a relatively high rate of pay, there is no way this can occur. This leaves kids at home by themselves until a parent can get home, in a day care, or after school program until a parent can rush there to pick them up. It also creates a situation where parents sometimes have several jobs and work late into the evening. In those cases, older siblings must care for the younger ones until parents arrive home. Children can be left to their own devices until parents get home so there’s the risk of getting into trouble, not completing homework, or just not being able to keep up with lessons. This is especially true if they do not understand curriculum because they can’t get help from that parent since they may not get home until very late in the evening or even the next morning. Siblings can’t be expected to be substitutes for teachers at home after school while waiting for parents to arrive home either. This is just one of the many problems with the education system.

There is a greater problem with education in the U.S. Larger numbers of children are being diagnosed with learning disabilities with each consecutive year. I’ve seen it on the front pages of the local papers here and in the surrounding towns even in recent weeks. They are wondering why there is such an increase in children who are newly evaluated as needing special services. It used to be a small number of kids were diagnosed as special needs, special ed or learning disabled. These children were diagnosed early with mild to severe disabilities, so parents and teachers knew the type or condition of the disabilities and how to deal with the children based on that diagnosis. Larger numbers of children are being medicated, labelled, given IEPs and slipping through the cracks of our educational system. Children are being grouped into a classification called nonspecific learning disabilities which really means that no one is sure of what the specific disability actually is. This leaves parents and teachers both not understanding the child’s learning style or aptitude and unable to accurately deal with how to help these children learn or succeed. We used to group kids by achievement testing as well as performance in class. We used to have a general classroom of kids and kids that were ‘gifted’ skipped a grade or were placed in an accelerated classroom. Now we have kids of all abilities and learning styles grouped in the same classroom with teachers trying to teach to all those different levels at once until the higher middle school grades where they are segregated into levels. At that point, kids who are accelerated are placed on a pedestal and the kids who need help are labelled or felt to feel inferior not only by their peers but the teachers who teach them. There are so many biological factors to consider mixed in with this as well. Studies show that on average, boys seem to develop later than most girls due to slower myelinization of the nerves. It’s thought that somewhere around third grade, boys seem to catch up with the girls and all this equalizes at around that point. Sometimes boys develop a little later depending on heredity but in general this is the reason why boys are less coordinated, fidget more, can’t seem to sit still, have more difficulty with writing well, coloring inside lines and general fine motor skills than their female counterparts of the same chronological age. I wonder if going back to how we used to educate our children would be a better alternative than what we are doing today. What follows is a true story
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