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			Dedicated to the American Family—

			to the ancestors who preceded us,

			the families that surround us now,

			and the generations to come.

			May we someday truly be one American family.

		

	
		
			Introduction

			
				BY LUCIAN K. TRUSCOTT IV
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					Lucian K. Truscott IV with his daughter, Lilly, and wife, Carolyn.

				
			
			THE BOOK THAT YOU HOLD IN YOUR HANDS gives eloquent testimony in photographs and interviews that Thomas Jefferson had not one but two families. His first family was with his wife, Martha. I am a fifth great-grandson of Thomas Jefferson, through their daughter Martha Jefferson Randolph. After the death of his wife, Thomas Jefferson had a relationship with his slave Sally Hemings and fathered seven of her children. The people you will meet in these pages are descended from these two women.

			It’s a sad fact that two hundred years after Jefferson’s relationship with Sally Hemings was first exposed in a Virginia newspaper, nearly fifty years after the Supreme Court ordered an end to segregated schools and forty years after the civil rights movement ended segregation in the South, there is still resistance to the notion that Mr. Jefferson had children with a slave.

			There would seem to be an easy explanation why this is so. Racism—the bald-faced lie that whites are inherently superior to blacks—explains part of it, for if our founding father Thomas Jefferson was superior to his slave Sally Hemings, how could he have a relationship with her? Several generations of historians have indulged in the same kind of reasoning and staked their professional careers on protecting the reputation of Mr. Jefferson from stories that he was guilty of “race mixing.”

			But these explanations are not enough. The denial of Jefferson’s relationship with Sally Hemings is deeply rooted in two hundred years of America’s silence about slavery, as if by not talking about it we could wish it away. But three centuries of slavery have not gone away. They are part of a long, hard legacy we as a nation have failed to properly remember and account for. That we find ourselves at this late date confronting our tortured racial past in the person of Thomas Jefferson speaks volumes about how short has been the distance we’ve come since he wrote “all men are created equal.”

			It’s easy for us as American citizens to turn our heads—to have wealth and ignore poverty, to be healthy and ignore the sick, to be educated and ignore those who cannot read and write, to vote and ignore those striving to become citizens and gain the vote. It’s as if our constant forward motion leaves behind us a turbulent wake obscuring our past. Yet we will fail history if all we do is look to the future.

			Our racial history in America has been freighted with lies. Much of it has been covered up, and the truth about slavery has been hidden away and denied. Historians have refused to listen to African-American history as it has been passed down through the generations. It should be made clear right here, right now, that the Jefferson/Hemings story has been controversial only among white people. African Americans have long accepted the story, passing it as oral history from one generation to the next.

			That is why the story of Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings is so important. It shows us that the truth of our racial past has been right before our eyes all along. All we have to do as Americans is to wake up in the morning and go outside. Around us walk people who proudly present to the world their faces in a rich mix of colors. Their pride is all the evidence we’ll ever need that race mixing is as American as apple pie, motherhood, and stock car racing.

			If we can look at these photographs of Mr. Jefferson’s great-grandchildren, we can finally as a nation begin to bridge the gap between his life and his beliefs, a gap that Mr. Jefferson did not bridge when he failed to free his slaves on the day he wrote the Declaration of Independence. If we can finally admit that the third President of the United States had two families, and that one of his families was African-American, then we can demystify race.

			All these years since the founding of our country, we have been led to believe by law and culture and ugly racial attitudes that we are separate and different because of the color of our skin. But the story of Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings teaches us that we haven’t been separate, different families. We have been one family all along.
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					Anne Harloe Truscott and Lucian K. Truscott III with their children, Virginia, Lucian IV, Susan, Mary, and Frank.

				
			
			In the pages of this book, you will meet people from the Martha side of the family, and you will meet people from the Sally side of the family. I am proud to call all of the people in this book my cousins. When I appeared on The Oprah Winfrey Show with my sister Mary and twenty-five of our Hemings cousins, I invited them to accompany me to the annual reunion of the Monticello Association, the organization of descendants of Thomas and Martha Jefferson. In 1999, more than fifty Hemings cousins came to the reunion, and in years ahead, many more will come. I have worked hard to get the Hemings cousins admitted into the Monticello Association, because they, too, are descendants of Thomas Jefferson. After all, Sally Hemings was Martha Jefferson’s half sister. When you look at the hidden history of Mr. Jefferson, you find that we are all related one way or another anyway.
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					Lucian’s great-grand-parents William Mann and Mary Walker Randolph

				
			
			In my family, our mom and dad told us Mr. Jefferson meant it when he wrote that “all men are created equal.” We were raised as his great-grandchildren, and we were taught to live by and act upon his words. That is what I mean when I say that the story of Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings demystifies race. If you accept Mr. Jefferson’s words, that we are all created equal, then you accept that we are not separate and different. We are equal.

			There is a terror faced by those who would deny the truth in these pages: that one day race will cease to matter, and from that moment on, our hearts will know no boundaries.
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					Lucian’s grandfather Lucian K. Truscott, Jr., with his son James.

				
			
			As a great-grandson of Thomas Jefferson, my heart knows no boundaries when it comes to my family. We are many, we children of Mr. Jefferson, and we are a family. You will learn in these pages that when he helped to create this nation, he also created a family that looks like America.

			This is a book about Mr. Jefferson’s family. It is a book about my cousins. I am proud to be the cousin of its author, proud to be one of Jefferson’s children.
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			WE HOLD THESE TRUTHS TO BE SELF-EVIDENT, THAT ALL MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL…

			
				“What exactly did you mean when you wrote those words?”

				That’s one question I’ve always wanted to ask

				my great-great-great-great-great-great-grandfather

				Thomas Jefferson.

			

			My name is Shannon Lanier. I am a twenty-year-old descendant of Thomas Jefferson and his slave Sally Hemings. Madison Hemings, one of their youngest children, was my direct ancestor. How do I know this? Sometimes it feels like I was born knowing. I remember when I was in the first grade, on Presidents’ Day, I stood up and told the class I was the sixth great-grandson of Thomas Jefferson. The teacher told me to sit down and quit telling lies. I was so hurt I came home that afternoon and told my mom all about it. The next day, she marched in there and told the teacher that her son wasn’t lying. “Where is your proof?” the teacher asked. “Where in the history books does it say that this is so?” And my mom told her that she had learned from her mama as her mama had learned from hers, and so on, from lips to ears, down through the generations.

			I believe I inherited much from both sides of my family. From Sally and Madison, I inherited the stories that were handed down—my oral history—and a strong sense of family. From Jefferson, I inherited an insatiable love of learning and a belief that we are all created equal. Although Jefferson was one of the founders of the United States, his family is not yet united, because many of the descendants of Jefferson and his wife, Martha, still refuse to acknowledge as family the descendants of Jefferson and his slave Sally Hemings.

			It’s always been a dream of mine to come to know my larger family—both the other branches of the Hemings family and the Jefferson side as well. But never in my wildest dreams did I ever think it would be possible.

		

	
		
			The Oprah Winfrey Show

			I’ve learned a lot of lessons in my life, but one of the biggest lessons of all I learned on that day in first grade. I learned not to share the knowledge of my lineage with too many people. I mean, why bother? People would just say I was lying. Besides, it was enough that my family and I knew. But in the fall of 1998, all that changed forever.

			I was in my dorm room at Kent State University when my mom called. I’ll never forget. I was working on an economics paper, and it was really hard, and I was happy to get called away from it.

			“Turn on Oprah,” my mom told me. “Our family is on the show today.”

			I had already known that something was brewing. Ten days earlier, the news had broken of Dr. Eugene Foster’s DNA findings linking Thomas Jefferson to his slave Sally Hemings through Eston, their youngest son. It was one thing to read it in the newspaper. It was another thing to see it validated on national TV. On Oprah yet! I ran to the TV and turned it on.

			Sure enough, there they were. There were my cousins Shay and Doug sitting right next to Oprah. In the audience I saw my uncle Billy and cousin Patti Jo. And there were a whole bunch of other people I had never seen before in my life. But there was Oprah introducing them as my cousins. There was Lucian Truscott IV and his sister Mary, descendants of Thomas and Martha. Lucian was very vocal. Here was a man who, with his brother, Frank, had played on the grounds at Monticello as a child, and he was actually proud to acknowledge on national TV that he had African-American relatives! I couldn’t believe it when, at the end of the show, he boldly invited his Hemings cousins—those on the show and those, like me, who might be watching at home—to come to the annual Jefferson family reunion at Monticello in May.

			I practically stood up and cheered. This was it. This was my chance to realize my dream: to actually meet the family I had always known I had. I had so many questions for them. How had they come to know their family stories? How did they feel about being descended from T.J.? How were we alike and how were we different and, most important, would we get along, just because a strand of DNA said we were all related? I couldn’t wait to go to the reunion to find out.
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					The first meeting of members of the Jefferson/Hemings family on 
							The Oprah Winfrey Show
							, November 12, 1998.

				
			
			
			On May 15, 1999, we, the descendants of Martha Jefferson and Sally Hemings, made history standing on the steps of Monticello as one American family. That was the day I first met photographer Jane Feldman. She had come to Monticello to capture on film those who recognize themselves as one family. I ran up and grabbed the microphone. I called the family up to the steps and, sure enough, eighty of us proudly came together for this historic photograph, which later appeared in newspapers and magazines worldwide.

			The reunion was amazing. I went around making contact with as many family members as I could. There were Jeffersons there who threw their arms around me, and one woman who looked at my outstretched hand and actually shuddered. There were Hemingses who looked as white as Jeffersons and some who even had the Jefferson name. There were Hemingses who were angry at having to prove our lineage, and there were Jeffersons who absolutely refused to acknowledge the scientific evidence or our oral history. And everywhere there was talk. “Do you think Thomas loved Sally?” “How could a man who preached equality be a slave owner?” “Does anybody have a picture of Sally?” “How did you find out?” “Have you always known?” “How does it feel?” “Are you proud?” “Are you ashamed?” “Was the founding father of our country a hypocrite?” There just wasn’t enough time that day to meet everybody and get down and talk to them the way I wanted to, the way I needed to. Jane and I decided that day to travel the country and get better acquainted with my family. I left the mountaintop in Virginia knowing that the best way to start my trip was to retrace the footsteps of my ancestor Madison Hemings on the journey he had once made from Virginia to southern Ohio.
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			The first leg of my trip was from Charlottesville, Virginia, to Chillicothe, Ohio. This was the same journey my ancestors made from slavery in the South to freedom in the North. Of course, when my ancestors traveled, they didn’t have the luxury of a car. I made the trip in about six hours, while it would’ve taken them three weeks on foot.
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			Just as I knew that the best place to start my journey was Ohio, I knew that the best person to start it with was Beverly Gray. In Chillicothe, my mom and my grandma joined me, and we went to meet Bev, because she is the most knowledgeable about our family of anyone we know.

			Bev is an oral historian who has spent thirty years researching and preserving the history of all the Monticello slave families—including my family, the Hemingses. Although Bev is not a Hemings, our families have had strong ties ever since my ancestors arrived in Ohio. Bev brings the past to life. She has preserved many written records, including birth and death certificates, family Bibles, and maps, and also helps to preserve oral history through interviews. She helped all three of us find our places in our family tree.

			After the interview, Bev took us to see the land Madison once owned, the graveyard where his tombstone was unfortunately destroyed, the grave site of his daughter Sarah, and my great-great-grandmother Ella’s house, which had once been a stop on the Underground Railroad.
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			Beverly Gray

			WHAT I WANT IS FOR ALL CHILDREN, no matter who they are, to be able to celebrate what they are. I’m proud of my black heritage. Young people need to stop being ashamed of being black. They need to know they have a heritage, they have a culture, and they have traditions that are unique to themselves, just like the Irish, the Germans, and others.

			No, this is not my family, but it’s been my charge to see to it that other people know the story. Now it’s up to your generation. Now it’s your charge to tell them, to tell somebody else, just as it’s been my charge, because a family story is a legacy. It doesn’t belong to one person. It has to be passed on. People ask why it’s relevant, and I say because kids don’t know who they are anymore.

			Look at your ancestor Madison Hemings. He learned how to live as a free person straight out of slavery. That’s something people don’t understand: If you were a slave, you didn’t know what it was like to live as an independent person. Madison learned to make his way. He raised good people—good, hardworking people. For example, Emma, his granddaughter, and her husband, George Young, were farmers, and they were excellent farmers. They owned 435 acres at one time. This was something to be proud of.

			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					Shannon at what is left of his great-great-grandmother Ella’s house, once a stop on the Underground Railroad.

				
			
			Madison was a fourth-generation slave. His mother was a slave, her mother was a slave, and her mother was a slave. So all they knew was slavery. And to think Madison and his brother Eston came six hundred miles north—through the mountains, across major rivers—and settled in an area, carved out farms, built houses, had smokehouses, had barns, planted orchards, and raised families!

			People don’t understand how hard that was because we have not been allowed to progress at the rate that we ought to. Slavery pulled families apart. They were sold off. They were taken off, and they were prevented from seeing each other. When slavery was over, they went where they could make a living, and this was dispersing. It’s almost like the tribes of Israel that were dispersed in the Bible. And then when Israel was formed in 1947 or 1948, the tribes came home again. One of the reasons I think all this is so important is to me it’s like coming home again. You come home sometimes as a white person, you come home sometimes as a black person, but it’s the coming back together of these groups of people that were once dispersed. And you see this happening, not only with the Jefferson story, but with many, many families, and with all families touched by slavery. And I think that this coming together of family can do more for brotherhood than multicultural diversity can ever do because it’s family. And when people learn that they can be a family—even if they’re not the same, or don’t look alike, or whatever—then the world will be a better place.

		

	
		
			
			Patti Jo Harding is one of my family’s historians. She is a native of Chillicothe. When Patti Jo realized the significance of where she lives, she started visiting local courthouses, libraries, health departments, and even family cemeteries to do research. Patti Jo has worked with her mother, Ann, and Bev to deepen our understanding of our family’s history in southern Ohio. We’re all very grateful to her for helping to preserve our heritage for future generations.
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					Patti Jo with sons Chip and Troy.
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					A page from the 1870 Chillicothe, Ohio, census, in which several Hemingses are listed. Next to Madison’s name, the census taker wrote: “This man is the son of Thomas Jefferson!”
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