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The Kalimba with 17 tines
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The notes of a kalimba with 17 tines in C major. Including the corresponding numbers / symbols which are used in the book. This corresponds to the labeling of the tines on many common Kalimbas. 


The numbers marked with dots are each an octave higher. If the symbols are printed in bold, the associated tine is on the left side of the instrument.



The tablature
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(1)  Accompanying chords, for the kalimba in C major
(2)  Accompaniment - number / symbol of the tine according to the graphic above
(3)  Text, sung, determines the rhythm of the notes
(4)  Melody - number / symbol of the tines according to the graphic above






Special symbols
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(1) "Stroke" over several reeds - the first symbol is the lowest note, the second symbol the highest note.

(2) Play multiple tines at the same time - symbols with no spaces in between.





Pattern - rhythm of the song accompaniment



A (basic) accompanying rhythm is suggested for each song, similar to beat patterns for the guitar. There are measures in 1/8 division noted, counting: "One and two and three ..."
The 1/8 note at which nothing is played is marked with a "_".
A number and the symbol "&" indicate the use of the tine noted in the song.



Examples:



1 & 2 & 3 & 4 &

A note is played with every 1 / 8th note - "One and two and three and four and"


 
1 _ _ _ 3 _ _ _
 
Tones for "one" and "three", all other 1 / 8ths (numbers and "&") are not played

 

1 _ 2 & 3 _ 4 _

Sounds at "One Two and Three Four"



1 _ 2 & _ & 4 & | 1 _ _ _ _ _ _ _

A two-bar pattern: "One, two and and four and one" - "Three" is not played.



The first two chords - C and F




Due to the structure and tone assignment of the Kalimba, many tines lying next to each other result in chords that can be used well for the accompaniment of songs ("multi-sounds").


By stroking over three tines lying next to each other - always from low to high note - these three notes sound together and form a chord.



We start with the first two chords - C and F:





C

The notes "C E G" - to be played with the right thumb.

Where these tones are and which symbols are used for them can be seen in this graphic:
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F

The notes "F A C" - to be played with the left thumb.
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Tom Dooley - Verison 1



Traditional / Pattern: 1 _ _ _ 3 _ _ _
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I met her on the mountain - there I took her life,

met her on the mountain - stabbed her with my knife.



This time tomorrow - reckon where I'll be,

hadn't a-been for Grayson - I'd a-been in Tennessee.



Hush, little baby - Version 1



Traditional / Pattern: 1 _ _ _ 3 _ _ _
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The first two chords plus root




The chords C and F can also be played an octave higher, the root notes in the lower octave are available as "bass tone".


The root note is always the first / lowest note of the chord.





C

The high notes "C E G" - to be played with the left thumb.

The root note "C" - to be played with the right thumb. 
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F

The high notes "F A C" - to be played with the right thumb.

The root note "F" - to be played with the left thumb.
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Tom Dooley - Verison 2



Traditional / Pattern: 1 _ 2 _ 3 _ 4 _
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I met her on the mountain - there I took her life,

met her on the mountain - stabbed her with my knife.



This time tomorrow - reckon where I'll be,

hadn't a-been for Grayson - I'd a-been in Tennessee.



Hush, little baby - Version 2



Traditional / Pattern: 1 _ 2 _ 3 _ 4 _
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Chords and „alternating bass"




With the "alternate bass" we change the bass note (the "root" - see "The first two chords plus the root") of the chords we have already learned.

For example:
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Basically any tone of the triad can be used as a bass tone.

Of course, prefers tones from the lower octave if available.







There is also the option of adding a small bass melody to the chord combinations.

Examples from the following song:
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We play an F chord with alternating bass, so change our bass tone. 

In this case, however, we also play the note "C" with the left thumb (second line shows the thumb - "l" means left, "r" means right):
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Another bass line is based on the vocal melody, which also determines the rhythm:
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Tom Dooley - Version 3



Traditional / Basic Pattern: 1 _ 2 _ 3 _ 4 _ 
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I met her on the mountain - there I took her life,

met her on the mountain - stabbed her with my knife.



This time tomorrow - reckon where I'll be,

hadn't a-been for Grayson - I'd a-been in Tennessee.
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