

[image: BENJAMIN ZEPHANIAH; WICKED WORLD!]



Some other books by Benjamin Zephaniah

FUNKY CHICKENS

TALKING TURKEYS

On audio CD

FUNKY TURKEYS




To Brian Patten




Hongi


They don’t mind shaking hands

But you have to understand,

That a really friendly Maori

Wants to Hongi.

It may all seem quite grand

And you may have other plans,

But a really friendly Maori

Wants to Hongi.

After you have exchanged names

It is obviously plain,

That a really friendly Maori

Wants to Hongi.

If you plan to play some games

The house rules are just the same,

You see every friendly Maori

Wants to Hongi.

In New Zealand no one stares

They’ve been doing it for years,

They know that a really friendly Maori

Wants to Hongi.
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Usually it’s done in pairs

And it shows how much they care,

So a really friendly Maori

Wants to Hongi.

When the game is lost and won

Even in the midday sun,

Even then a friendly Maori

Wants to Hongi.

It’s the way greetings are done

And they can be real good fun,

Yes a really friendly Maori

Wants to Hongi.

If you’ve just arrived from Belgium

And you have friends in New Zealand,

You should know that friendly Maoris

Want to Hongi.

It don’t matter where you come from

It’s a most respectful welcome,

You see every friendly Maori

Wants to Hongi.

If you are feeling low

They have ways to make you glow,

Cheer up, every friendly Maori

Wants to Hongi.

They’re originals you know

That is why I want to go,

Because every friendly Maori

Wants to Hongi.






Before All These Cities


We brave Apache once lived on the plains

Under the hot sun where it hardly rains,

We fought all who came to steal our territory

That is why we are called the brave Apache.

When we did the snake dance we felt like a snake

Not scared of anything and very awake,

We can move as quick as the blink of an eye

We never give up without giving a try.

We wake in the morning and offer a prayer

That says we are thankful for all that is here,

We’re thankful for rain, light and big buffalo

We’re thankful for movement wherever we go.

Once we were masters of self-education

Now we all live on a dry reservation,

Before all these cities, and factories and trains

We brave Apache once lived on the plains.
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The Celts


[image: ]
They lived in France and Germany

The Celts

They lived in France and Germany

The Celts

They spread their community

Through Holland, Spain and Italy

They left their mark on history

The Celts.

They moved around for centuries

The Celts

They moved around for centuries

The Celts

They moved on land, they moved on sea

From Africa to Brittany

They had great fun in Anglesey

The Celts.

They worked with silver, bronze and gold

The Celts

They worked with silver, bronze and gold

The Celts

The goods they made were bought and sold

Then thrown away when they got old

And they made lucky charms to hold

The Celts.

They were very agricultural

The Celts

They were very agricultural

The Celts

They were functional and pastoral

And really quite exceptional

And they were three-dimensional

The Celts.

They had a great big empire

The Celts

They had a great big empire

The Celts

But just like every empire

For sure it had to expire

They even reigned in Hertfordshire

The Celts.

They never had an emperor

The Celts

They never had an emperor

The Celts

They made homes in Macedonia

Turkey and Transylvania

But they never had an emperor

The Celts.
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They loved their oral poetry

The Celts

They loved their oral poetry

The Celts

A great night in for them you see

Was listening to a good story

They really used their memory

The Celts.

They have languages that still survive

The Celts

They have languages that still survive

The Celts

They are a tough and sturdy tribe

In Wales and Scotland they survive

And in Ireland they really thrive

The Celts.
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A Mystery from History


Who built that pyramid?

Waz it Joe or waz it Sid?

Waz it Meena or Javid?

Where they old, waz it a kid?

Who built that pyramid?

Waz it Rachel or David?

Waz it built slow or rapid?

Where they well dressed or naked?

Who built that pyramid?

Waz it Johnny or Alfred?

Waz it Assad or Syed?

It’s amazing wot they did.

Who built that pyramid?

It’s great that they succeeded

Where they single or married?

And who did they build it wid?
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Very Mongolian


The people of Mongolia

Are very, very few,

I went to North Mongolia

And I met one or two,

When I went to the southern parts

I met three, four, or five,

I travelled west on a big brown horse

With built-in overdrive.

When chilly winds went up my nose

I couldn’t help but sneeze,

And I couldn’t help but notice

That there wasn’t any trees,

The mountain and the hillsides there

Were lovely to behold

But I couldn’t help but notice

That it was very, very cold.

The people of Mongolia

Are very, very strong,

You have to be when it’s that cold

If you want to last for long,

Still, once a year things change

They do have summers there you know,

But you must be quick to see them,

Easy come and easy go.
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In Mongolia they have circular homes

That are made of dark timber,

This type of house is moveable

It’s what’s known as a ger,

And at the centre of the ger

A hole will let in light,

But when I tried to build one

I just couldn’t get it right.

Most people in Mongolia

Will own a big warm coat,

And many wise Mongolians

Are humans, sheep and goats,

Mongolia’s the kind of place

Where everyone is cool,

And the things that animals leave behind

Are used each day as fuel.

The people of Mongolia

Are very, very few,

I went to East Mongolia

And met another two,

To tell the truth I met much more

Than five or six or seven,

Mongolia’s a very, very, very

Cold heaven.
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