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INTRODUCTION

BY MARK ARNOLD



Walt Disney Productions was the home to many homegrown stars such as Bobby Driscoll, Tommy Kirk and Annette Funicello. It was also the home to many stars who couldn’t seem to catch a break elsewhere such as Dean Jones, Michael McGreevey or Norm Grabowski. And it was home to aging stars who no longer had star power nor the ability to get work elsewhere like George O’Hanlon, Cesar Romero and Elsa Lanchester.

This book is divided into three sections. The first section features the All-Time Disney Champs: Stars and character actors who appeared in multiple Disney pictures and made a lasting impression. The second section features One-Hit Disney Wonders: Someone who makes a lasting impression who only appeared in one Disney film. The third section features Say, Wasn’t that? Did they really do a Disney picture? Actors who made their film debut in a Disney film or established actors that took a shot at a Disney picture but didn’t make any sort of lasting impression.

Please note that this book covers the US live-action films made by Walt Disney Productions from 1929-1983, which are the official years of Walt Disney Productions. Many One-Hit Disney Wonders did come back to Disney after 1983, as Julie Andrews did for films such as The Princess Diaries, but this film was made and released by Walt Disney Pictures, the successor to Walt Disney Productions as of April 1, 1983. Disney also wasn’t using a stock company of actors anymore. A possible exception might be someone like Lindsay Lohan who appeared in sequels and remakes of The Love Bug, Freaky Friday and The Parent Trap, but still, she is not included in this book, since again, these were films released by Walt Disney Pictures.


The titles used will be the original US released title. For example, The Scarecrow of Romney Marsh was released to theaters in Europe as Dr. Syn, Alias the Scarecrow, but the US Romney Marsh title will be used. Also, anthology series episodes featuring characters like Elfego Baca or Gallegher will be umbrellaed under that character’s name. The only exceptions will be Davy Crockett, Zorro and Winnie the Pooh, as they had simultaneous TV and theatrical releases of compiled material.

Shorts are generally not listed individually, especially cartoon ones where an actor portrays the same character over and over such as Donald Duck. Instead, a general “Donald Duck shorts” listing will be used with a general date range of when that character was performed for those shorts. Feature films such as Fun and Fancy Free will still be listed separately even if that same character is performed.

A word about Andrews. She is included in the One-Hit Wonders section as she only did one true acting performance for Walt Disney Productions: Mary Poppins. Although I am listing her other appearances in Disney TV specials, since she is not acting but appearing as herself, this doesn’t count as an appearance.

Like I said, this focuses on US films and TV shows. In the UK, there was a series called Disney Time that ran from 1961-1998 and was hosted by the likes of Paul McCartney and Doctor Who’s Tom Baker, but since it is a UK series and I have no access to the shows, I don’t include them, nor do I include any other possible Disney series made around the world.

Finally, a series role at Disney doesn’t necessite inclusion in this book, either, nor do hosting duties. For example, if someone appeared on The Mickey Mouse Club as a regular cast member, that doesn’t mean they will be included in the book, unless they are someone like Annette Funicello, who made many Disney movies after her Mickey Mouse Club days. In other words, a role on The Mickey Mouse Club or Zorro counts as one role.

Why do a book like this? Because Disney was like many other studios. Each had their own contract players. The difference between Disney and other studios is that they kept their stars under contract far later than virtually all of the other studios, many into the late 1970s. Also, stars for the most part loved working for Walt Disney Productions, especially when the man was still alive. Many continued with the studios after Walt’s passing for many years out of loyalty and also because of how they were treated.

As I said in my other Disney book, Frozen in Ice, which covers the years after Walt and before Michael Eisner, Walt Disney Productions was “business as usual” through the first half of the 1970s, and was highly profitable, especially in the years before Star Wars (1977), which was the game-changing film in many respects. After Star Wars, Disney could no longer rest on its laurels, or on its stock formula movies, or on its aging casts of character actors. Disney had to become relevant again, which it eventually did, but sacrificing its long-established image and character and uniqueness as a result. Films made after 1983 by Disney, could have been made by any studio and released by any studio, and most exhibit little of the charm and quality that marked Walt Disney Productions, especially from the 1950s to the 1970s. It is with extreme irony that the Star Wars film series that changed Disney, was eventually owned by Disney.

It is quite unfortunate that many Disney films are dismissed as superficial fluff or worse. What is amazing about Disney films is that during this era, there was an amazing consistency and logic in regards to the writing, the direction, the look and the style of a Disney film. Many dismiss this as “cookie cutter”, but to me that is one of the charms of a Walt Disney Productions film. When you watch a film with Dean Jones, for instance, you will see Dean in a situation where he faces an obstacle, reacts strongly to it, and eventually resolves it, either where he comes out a clear winner, or he learns a lesson from the experience, or both. In other words, “you gets what you expects”. If you expect Dean to suddenly jump out of character and become a mass murderer or blithely react to the situation at hand instead of his usual expected way, you will be sorely disappointed and perhaps these films aren’t for you.

The closest contemporary studio to Disney was the British Hammer Films made roughly during the same time period. I have gone on record to say that these Hammer productions were essentially Disney films with blood. Yet, the Hammer films have their devotees and cult following, while the films of Walt Disney Productions are still routinely dismissed. This is unfortunate as I can watch and enjoy comedies like The Shaggy D.A. and The Barefoot Executive and adventure films like Swiss Family Robinson and In Search of the Castaways time and time again.


Why? They just don’t make them like this anymore. I love to see which character actor will pop up next in a Disney film. I truly enjoy the Dexter Riley trilogy and the flubber duo of films. If you’re already a fan of these films, I don’t need to convince you. If you aren’t, why not give them a try. Just understand that they are and were a product of their time, which suited Disney’s purposes for over 30 years. Enjoy!



ALL-TIME DISNEY
CHAMPS

This section features the stars and character actors who appeared in multiple Disney pictures and made a lasting impression. In whittling this list down to about 75-100 names, I felt many, many stars were being overlooked, so I had to expand the list to its present length. If any of your favorite stars are still missing, no slight was intended, as some did not make the final cut. Rest assured that they are proudly preserved on film for repeat viewings.

This section will list the Disney films the particular actor appeared in, as well as biographical information about their Disney and non-Disney career. Screen name will appear first, followed by the actor’s real name if different.

Please understand that the stars’ bios are mostly restricted to a single page in order to fit more stars into this book. For those wanting more information about their favorite Disney stars, it is suggested to seek out their biographies or autobiographies for further research. The bios are not intended to be all-inclusive, especially considering the length and breadth of many stars’ careers are more far-reaching than their Disney careers.



IRIS ADRIAN a.k.a. Iris Adrian Hostetter (May 29, 1912 - September 17, 1994)

Walt Disney Productions film appearances:

That Darn Cat! (landlady)

The Love Bug (carhop)

The Barefoot Executive (woman shopper)

Scandalous John (Mavis)

The Apple Dumpling Gang (Poker Patty)

No Deposit, No Return (housewife)

Gus (fan’s wife)

The Shaggy D.A. (Manageress)

Freaky Friday (bus passenger)

Herbie Goes Bananas (loud American wife)

Adrian had a career that stretched from 1928-1980. Prior to working for Disney, Adrian started off by portraying molls, gold diggers and other assorted glamour girls, appearing in over 100 films and on various radio shows. A few of her notable non-Disney movies include Go West (with the Marx Brothers). The Wistful Widow of Wagon Gap (with Abbott and Costello), The Paleface and My Favorite Spy (both with Bob Hope), Mighty Joe Young, Blue Hawaii (with Elvis Presley), The Errand Boy (with Jerry Lewis), and The Odd Couple.

By the time she started her Disney career in 1965, she was also appearing as a guest star on various TV sitcoms including Get Smart, Green Acres, Petticoat Junction, The Munsters, The Lucy Show, The Love Boat, The Beverly Hillbillies, The Jack Benny Program and many others.

Of the films she did for Disney, she basically played the same character: an older lady with a salty tongue, and usually only had a few choice lines. Possibly her funniest Disney appearance was of the carhop in The Love Bug, where she traded lines with Dean Jones and Michelle Lee as she was trying to escape the confines of Herbie, the magical Volkswagen. Adrian also had a great line in That Darn Cat!, “I didn’t come in from Stupidsville on last night’s bus!” She was always a welcome comic relief and director Robert Stevenson called her his good luck charm.

She was married four times and died suffering injuries related to the 1994 Northridge earthquake.



JENNY AGUTTER a.k.a. Jennifer Ann Agutter (born December 20, 1952)

Walt Disney Productions film appearances:

Ballerina (Ingrid Jensen)

Amy (Amy Medford)

Agutter was discovered as a child at Elmhurst Ballet School, which led to her first Disney appearance as a dancer in Ballerina for The Wonderful World of Color. She had made her film debut a couple of years earlier in the non-Disney East of Sudan.

Significant non-Disney films that Agutter has appeared in include: Star!, The Railway Children, Logan’s Run, An American Werewolf in London, Child’s Play 2, and Equus, a film where she won the BAFTA Award for Best Actress in a Supporting Role. She received considerable notoriety and also flack for appearing nude in the 1971 film Walkabout, for which she was underage at the time. The scenes were cut for the original US release, but reinstated in international prints.

For Disney audiences, she is probably best known for the title role in Amy a.k.a. Amy on the Lips, portraying the determined teacher who is convinced she can teach her deaf students how to speak as well as to have self-confidence and independence, a lesson she also learns for herself.

On TV, Agutter was a regular on The Newcomers, and made appearances on such shows as The Six Million Dollar Man, Magnum P.I., Murder She Wrote, Red Dwarf, The Inspector Lynley Mysteries, Agatha Christie’s Marple, Agatha Christie’s Poirot and more recently, a regular role on Call the Midwife. She won an Emmy Award for Most Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Drama for The Snow Goose.

She has also made numerous live theatre performances since 1970. In recent years, she appeared in The Avengers and Captain America: The Winter Soldier, which were released by Disney through its Marvel Productions division.



EDDIE ALBERT (born Edward Albert Heimberger) (April 22, 1906 - May 26, 2005)

Walt Disney Productions film appearances:

Disneyland ‘59 (himself)

Miracle of the White Stallions (Rider Otto)

Escape to Witch Mountain (Jason O’Day)

Beyond Witch Mountain (Jason O’Day)

Probably best known as Oliver Wendell Douglas on TV’s Green Acres as well as Frank MacBride on Switch, Eddie Albert made only three appearances in Walt Disney Productions movies, but all are memorable, if quite different.

Up until Green Acres, Albert was busy, but mainly as a character actor rather than a star. Even his appearance in Miracle of the White Stallions takes second seat to Robert Taylor, Lilli Palmer and of course, the Lipizzaner stallions, which were really the star attraction of the film.

Many of his notable non-Disney film appearances include Roman Holiday, Oklahoma!, The Teahouse of the August Moon, The Longest Day, The Longest Yard, Dreamscape and the mini-series of War and Remembrance. He was nominated for Best Supporting Actor Oscars twice, for Roman Holiday and The Heartbreak Kid.

Albert would achieve much more memorable Disney success for his role as the embittered widower, Jason O’Day, who is traveling across the country in his motor home and befriends the telekinetic siblings, Tia and Tony, portrayed by Kim Richards and Ike Eisenmann, in Escape to Witch Mountain. Albert reprises the role for the TV-movie Beyond Witch Mountain which had different actors portraying Tia and Tony. Albert was not in Return from Witch Mountain, the second film in the series and had passed away by the time of Race to Witch Mountain.

The Hollywood blacklist of the 1950s had a devastating effect on the career of Albert’s wife, Margo, to whom he was married from 1945-1985. Though Albert himself was relatively unscathed, it did slow his career for the first half of the decade. This, however, did not deter him from taking on many activist roles and interests in social and environmental causes later in life. He even became a farmer, essentially taking on the role of his character in Green Acres.

By 1995, Albert was afflicted with Alzheimer’s, and retreated from acting, dying from pneumonia in 2005, at the age of 99.



JACK ALBERTSON (June 16, 1907 - November 25, 1981)

Walt Disney Productions film appearances:

The Shaggy Dog (reporter)

Son of Flubber (Mr. Barley)

A Tiger Walks (Sam Grant)

Mickey’s 50 (himself)

The Fox and the Hound (Amos Slade)

Albertson also had a lengthy career that started on the vaudeville stage. At one time, he was a straight man to Phil Silvers on the Minsky’s Burlesque Circuit. He is probably best known today for his role as Grandpa Joe in Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory or his role as Ed Brown on the TV series Chico and the Man (for which he earned an Emmy).

Albertson received an Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor for his role in The Subject Was Roses, and had prominent appearances in such films as Miracle on 34th Street, Man of a Thousand Faces, Teacher’s Pet, Lover Come Back, Kissin’ Cousins, The Patsy, Roustabout, and The Poseidon Adventure.

On TV, he also starred in Ensign O’Toole, and Grandpa Goes to Washington, and made appearances on I Love Lucy, Have Gun - Will Travel, Bachelor Father, The People’s Choice, The Many Loves of Dobie Gillis, The Jack Benny Program, The Twilight Zone, The Dick Van Dyke Show, The Andy Griffith Show, Ironside, Bonanza, The Big Valley, Land of the Giants, The Virginian, Gunsmoke, Marcus Welby MD, Daniel Boone, Nanny and the Professor, Love American Style, Night Gallery, The Streets of San Francisco, and Charlie’s Angels, among many, many others.

Generally, Albertson was a character actor, usually portraying news reporters or some similar profession, until the mid-1960s, when he grew a bushy mustache, and his roles began to change to a wider range for westerns or portraying kindly or rambunctious elderly men.

For Disney, his roles were a bit sparse, and in the similar news reporter vein, taking them on shortly before and during his time he was a semi-regular on Mr. Ed. Much later on, Albertson voiced Amos Slade for The Fox and the Hound, which was completed and released a few months before his death.



REX ALLEN a.k.a. Rex Elvie Allen (December 31, 1920 - December 17, 1999)

Walt Disney Productions film appearances:

Arizona Sheepdog (narrator)

The Wetback Hound (narrator)

The Best Doggoned Dog in the World (narrator)

The Horse of the West (narrator)

Disneyland ‘59 (himself)

The Hound That Thought He Was a Racoon (narrator)

The Saga of Windwagon Smith (narrator, Windwagon Smith)

The Legend of Lobo (narrator)

Three Tall Tales (narrator)

Yellowstone Cubs (narrator)

The Wahoo Bobcat (narrator)

The Incredible Journey (narrator)

General Electric Carousel of Progress (Father John, grandfather)

A Country Coyote Goes Hollywood (narrator)

An Otter in the Family (himself, narrator)

Run, Appaloosa, Run! (narrator)

Charlie, the Lonesome Cougar (narrator)

My Family is a Menagerie (narrator)

Pancho, the Fastest Paw in the West (narrator)

The Feather Farm (narrator)

Ringo, the Refugee Raccoon (narrator)

Twister, Bull from the Sky (himself, narrator)

The Secret of Old Glory Mine (narrator)

Foods and Fun: A Nutrition Adventure (narrator)

Allen was THE nature narrator for Disney. His voice was so well-known that his son, Rex, Jr., parodied it for Me Myself and Irene. Allen was an accomplished singer and appeared in numerous cowboy films including The Arizona Cowboy, Hills of Oklahoma, Down Laredo Way, Old Overland Trail, Shadows of Tombstone, and many more.

Allen had an extensive singing career with such songs as “Don’t Go Near the Indians”, “The Roving Kind”, “Sparrow in the Treetop”, “Tiny Bubbles”, and “Crying in the Chapel”, and recorded a number of albums featuring his work.

Besides his narrating work for Walt Disney Productions, he also provided the original voices for the father in the General Electric Carousel of Progress attraction at the 1964 New York World’s Fair that later appeared in Disneyland and Walt Disney World.

He also narrated Hanna-Barbera’s theatrical animated feature Charlotte’s Web, and was the voice behind Purina Dog Chow commercials for many years.

He died of a heart attack at 79 after being run over in his driveway by his caregiver..



LEON AMES (born Harry Wycoff) (January 20, 1902 - October 12, 1993)

Walt Disney Productions film appearances:

The Absent-Minded Professor (Rufus Daggett)

Son of Flubber (Rufus Daggett)

The Misadventures of Merlin Jones (Judge Holmsby, Lex Fortas)

The Monkey’s Uncle (Judge Holmsby)

Ames had a lengthy film career prior and for a time after his four films he made for Walt Disney Productions. In early films he was billed as Leon Waycoff, before changing his name to Ames, as it was easier to spell, and his mother’s maiden name. Film highlights include The Thin Man Goes Home, Meet Me in St. Louis, Son of Lassie, Anchors Aweigh, The Postman Always Rings Twice, Song of the Thin Man, Little Women, On Moonlight Bay, By the Light of the Silvery Moon, Peyton Place, On a Clear Day You Can See Forever, Tora! Tora! Tora!, and Peggy Sue Got Married.

He was also the president of the Screen Actors Guild during 1957-1958.

Ames was cast as college president Rufus Daggett in both The Absent-Minded Professor and its sequel, Son of Flubber. He then portrayed Judge Holmsby in both The Misadventures of Merlin Jones and its sequel, The Monkey’s Uncle.

Between the two parts, Ames was cast as the replacement character for the deceased Larry Keating on the long-running Mr. Ed TV series, portraying neighbor Gordon Kirkwood for two seasons. He also starred in TV versions of Life with Father and Father of the Bride and also starred in the syndicated series Frontier Judge.

During the 1960s and 1970s, Ames owned several Ford dealerships in California, after which he sold his interests.

An interesting side note appeared on Wikipedia, “On February 12, 1964, Ames and his wife were held hostage in their home as an intruder demanded $50,000 before he would free them. Ames called his business partner, who obtained the money from a bank and delivered it to the house as instructed. After inspecting the cash, the kidnapper left Ames in the house, bound with tape, and instructed Mrs. Ames to drive him in the couple’s car. He also forced both the business partner and a guest in the Ames house into the trunk. Eventually, police (who had been alerted by the partner while he was picking up the money) surrounded the car and freed the hostages.”

Ames died in 1993 after complications from a stroke.



EDWARD ANDREWS (October 9, 1914 - March 8, 1985)

Walt Disney Productions film appearances:

The Absent-Minded Professor (Defense Secretary)

Son of Flubber (Defense Secretary)

A Tiger Walks (Governor Robbins)

The Young Loner (Bert Shannon)

The Million Dollar Duck (Morgan)

Now You See Him, Now You Don’t (Mr. Sampson)

Charley and the Angel (Ernie, Banker)

The Whiz Kid and the Mystery at Riverton (Mayor Massey)

Andrews was a most recognizable character actor on TV and in movies from the 1950s to the 1980s. He usually wore glasses with a thick black frame, and with his white hair slicked back, he tended to play tall, imposing bosses, businessmen, or other officious types, usually graced with a short temper and impatience. This describes the type of characters he portrayed in virtually all of his Disney films.

Some of his more memorable non-Disney film performances include Elmer Gantry, The Thrill of It All, The Brass Bottle, Send Me No Flowers, The Glass Bottom Boat, Birds Do It, The Trouble With Girls, Tora! Tora! Tora!, How to Frame a Figg, Sixteen Candles and Gremlins.

On TV, his non-Disney appearances were on shows such as The Twilight Zone, Route 66, Naked City, Gunsmoke, Rawhide, Bonanza, The Wild Wild West, Ironside, The FBI, The Beverly Hillbillies, Mr. Novak, Sanford and Son, The Doris Day Show, One Day at a Time, Love American Style, The Invaders, Bewitched, Hawaii Five-O, Charlie’s Angels, The Rookies, The Alfred Hitchcock Hour, Sergeant Bilko, The Love Boat, The Andy Griffith Show, Fantasy Island, Three’s Company, The Bob Newhart Show and Quincy. He was a regular on two short-lived series, Broadside and Supertrain.

He worked continuously until he suffered a fatal heart attack in 1985.



JULIE ANDREWS (born Julia Elizabeth Wells) (born October 1, 1935)

Walt Disney Productions film appearances:

Hollywood Goes to a World Premiere (herself)

Mary Poppins (Mary Poppins)

The Grand Opening of Walt Disney World (herself)

Walt Disney: A Golden Anniversary Salute (herself)

Walt Disney: One Man’s Dream (herself)

Andrews started as a child actress, initially appearing on stage in the West End in The Boy Friend in 1948. She soon rose to prominence making starring appearances in such stage musicals as My Fair Lady, Camelot and Cinderella.

Though Cinderella was broadcast on TV in 1957, Andrews actually made her feature film debut in Mary Poppins, the role garnering her an Academy Award for Best Actress. Unfortunately, due to her work on Poppins, Andrews did not have time to portray Eliza Doolittle in the feature film version of My Fair Lady as it was shooting at roughly the same time, so the role went to Audrey Hepburn.

After Poppins and her musical follow-up The Sound of Music, Andrews desired to expand her acting performances and move away from musicals, so she looked to roles comedies like The Americanization of Emily, epics like Hawaii and a thriller from Alfred Hitchcock with Torn Curtain, but soon she was back with musicals like Thoroughly Modern Millie, as they were usually the more successful vehicles for Andrews.

Her success waned during the 1970s, but there were many bright spots. She returned to Disney to host the Grand Opening of Walt Disney World in 1971 and also did a Disney episode of her Julie Andrews Hour TV series in 1972. She considered the role of Eglantine Price in Bedknobs and Broomsticks, but turned it down as she considered it too similar to Mary Poppins, and didn’t want to invite comparisons. The role eventually went to Angela Lansbury, who also replaced Andrews for her cameo in Mary Poppins Returns.

In fact, Andrews never acted for Walt Disney Productions again, until it became Walt Disney Pictures, when she starred in The Princess Diaries and The Princess Diaries 2: Royal Engagement, and some TV movies based upon the Eloise book series: Eloise at the Plaza and Eloise at Christmastime.


Andrews married director Blake Edwards and during the 1980s, found new success starring in many of his films including 10, Victor/ Victoria and S.O.B.

Andrews has kept singing to a minimum in recent years after a botched throat surgery in 1997 reduced her four-octave soprano to an alto. Despite this, she has done much voice work, including voicing Queen Lillian for the Shrek series of films, and Marlena Gru for the Despicable Me series of films.

Besides her Oscar, Andrews has won a BAFTA, five Golden Globes, three Grammys, two Emmys, and numerous lifetime achievement awards. The highlights of Andrews’ life could fill a book. In fact, she has published two autobiographies covering her life and career. She became a Disney Legend in 1991.



EVE ARDEN (born Eunice Mary Quedens) (April 30, 1908 - November 12, 1990)

Walt Disney Productions film appearances:

Herbie Day at Disneyland (herself)

The Strongest Man in the World (Harriet Crumply)

Eve Arden was basically retired from movies for 10 years when she decided to work on a Disney film and had a memorable role as Aunt Harriet, the cereal mogul in the third of the Dexter Riley trilogy, The Strongest Man in the World, which was also a haven for character actors.

Arden didn’t do too many movies afterwards, but had one of her biggest claims to fame portraying the school principal in Grease and Grease 2, the sequel being her final movie role.

Prior to her Disney turn, Arden was and remains best known for the two TV series of which she held the starring role: Our Miss Brooks and The Mothers-in-Law.

Interesting note is that all of Arden’s Mothers-in-Law co-stars: Kaye Ballard, Roger C. Carmel, Herbert Rudley, Richard Deacon, and Deborah Walley all eventually took a role in a Walt Disney Productions film. Jerry Fogel was the lone holdout to never do a Disney film, and never will, since he passed away in 2019.

As for Our Miss Brooks, it ran on radio from 1948-1957, then on TV from 1952-1956, all culminating in a feature film released in 1956.

Prior to that, she starred in dozens of films from 1929-1953, as well as guest appearances on a number of TV shows, and quite a few stage performances.

Arden passed away from a cardiac arrest at the age of 82.



JOHN ASTIN a.k.a. John Allen Astin (born March 30, 1930)

Walt Disney Productions film appearances:

The Mouse Factory (host, 2 episodes)

Freaky Friday (Bill Andrews)

Best-known for his starring role as Gomez Addams on the original Addams Family TV series, Astin had a lengthy career before and after his signature role.

Though his Disney roles were relatively few, Astin has had all the earmarks of being a Disney star, which is surely why he was recruited to host two episodes of The Mouse Factory long before he appeared in a Disney film.

Post Walt Disney Productions, Astin appeared in Mr. Boogedy and did voices for Disney’s Recess and Bonkers.

Notable non-Disney film projects include West Side Story, That Touch of Mink, Move Over Darling, National Lampoon’s European Vacation, Teen Wolf Too and The Frighteners. Many of his other films have cult followings such as Candy, Viva Max!, Evil Roy Slade, Get to Know Your Rabbit, and The Brothers O’Toole.

Besides The Addams Family, Astin was a regular on I’m Dickens He’s Fenster, The Phyllis Diller Show, Petticoat Junction and Mary, and made memorable appearances on Batman, Night Court, Murder She Wrote, The Twilight Zone, The Wild Wild West, The Flying Nun, Gunsmoke, Bonanza, The Odd Couple, Night Gallery, The Partridge Family, Welcome Back Kotter, The Love Boat, Fantasy Island, St. Elsewhere, Charles in Charge, The Adventures of Brisco County Jr., Step By Step, and The Nanny, among many others.

Astin also lent his distinctive voice to a number of cartoons, namely Johnny Bravo, The Twisted Tales of Felix the Cat, Pinky and the Brain, The Wild Thornberrys, Duckman, As Told By Ginger, Higglytown Heroes, Justice League Action, and at least two Addams Family animated series.

Also an acting teacher, Astin has taught at Hopkins since 2001.



JIM BACKUS a.k.a. James Gilmore Backus (February 25, 1913 - July 3, 1989)

Walt Disney Productions film appearances:

The Mouse Factory (host, 3 episodes)

Now You See Him, Now You Don’t (Timothy Forsythe)

Pete’s Dragon (Mayor)

Backus, like many others in this book, have had illustrious and wide-reaching careers, but are usually known for one thing. For as many roles as Backus had, like the dad in Rebel Without a Cause, he will probably always be better known as Thurston Howell III from Gilligan’s Island or the voice of the nearsighted Mr. Magoo.

Backus started acting on radio as far back as 1940, perfecting the voice of a millionaire that he would later use to great effect on Gilligan’s Island, as well as many other parts that he would play including those in It’s a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World, The Wheeler Dealers, John Goldfarb Please Come Home, and Myra Breckinridge.

Contrary to popular belief, Backus did NOT portray the voice of the bird that sat on the tail of the Western Airlines airplane in animated commercials. He did, however, voice the Genie in the Warner Bros. Looney Tunes cartoon “A Lad in His Lamp”, at a time when only Mel Blanc was receiving voice credit. Backus’ distinctive voice definitely stood out. The next year, 1949, saw the debut of the long-running Mr. Magoo theatrical animated cartoon series that continued on in TV versions including The Mr. Magoo Show, The Famous Adventures of Mr. Magoo, What’s New Mr. Magoo?, and the one-shot specials Mr. Magoo’s Christmas Carol and Uncle Sam Magoo.

Backus also made a few comedy records including the novelty 45s “Delicious” and “Cave Man” as well as an LP entitled “The Dirty Old Man”, and wrote a few humorous books with his wife, Henny.

Other TV series Backus starred in include I Married Joan, The Jim Backus Show - Hot Off the Wire, Blondie, as well as guest appearances on Climax!, The Millionaire, 77 Sunset Strip, The Untouchables, The Danny Thomas Show, The Beverly Hillbillies, Burke’s Law, Daniel Boone, I Spy, The Wild Wild West, I Dream of Jeannie, Nanny and the Professor, Love American Style, Mod Squad, Medical Center, The Brady Bunch, Marcus Welby, MD, Chico and the Man, Harry O, Gunsmoke, Police Story, Charlie’s Angels, Chips, Fantasy Island, The Love Boat, and Trapper John, MD

Backus passed away from complications of Parkinson’s disease and pneumonia.



HERMOINE BADDELEY a.k.a. Hermione Youlanda Ruby Clinton-Baddeley (November 13, 1906 - August 19, 1986)

Walt Disney Productions film appearances:

Mary Poppins (Ellen)

The Adventures of Bullwhip Griffin (Irene Chesny)

The Happiest Millionaire (Mrs. Worth)

The Aristocats (Madame Adelaide Bonfamille)

Baddeley made a living at playing brassy characters usually in a domestic role. Indeed, her most famous role may have come after her Disney experience when she replaced Florida Evans and was hired as the new domestic, Mrs. Nell Naugatuck on the TV series Maude. She won a Golden Globe for Best Supporting Actress for her portrayal.

Of her Disney roles, she is probably best remembered in Mary Poppins, teaming up with Reta Shaw, during the Step in Time number. While she gets into it, Mr. Banks (David Tomlinson) arrives home. Baddeley, as Ellen, appears shocked and shouts, “It’s the Master!”, to which the chorus replies, “It’s the Master, step in time, it’s the master, step in time,” not giving up! Meanwhile, in The Happiest Millionaire, she gets to show off her dancing skills.

Prior to her US breakthrough at Disney, Baddeley was strictly a UK actor, with film roles dating back to 1927. Her earliest standout role is of Mrs. Cratchit in the Alastair Sim version of Scrooge a.k.a. A Christmas Carol. Other notable non-Disney films include Tom Brown’s Schooldays, The Pickwick Papers, The Belles and St. Trinian’s, The Unsinkable Molly Brown, Marriage on the Rocks, and The Secret of NIMH.

She was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress for her performance in Room at the Top. Had she won, it would have been for the shortest performance ever nominated for an Oscar, timing at two minutes and 19 seconds of screentime.

Besides Maude, she made appearances on TV series like Batman, Bewitched, Little House on the Prairie, Magnum PI, Trapper John MD, Fantasy Island, Vegas, Wonder Woman, Charlie’s Angels, The Bionic Woman, Night Gallery, and The Patty Duke Show.

Baddeley died at the age of 79 after a series of strokes.



PARLEY BAER a.k.a. Parley Edward Baer (August 5, 1914 - November 22, 2002)

Walt Disney Productions film appearances:

The Swamp Fox (Kusak, the storekeeper)

Bristle Face (Sheriff Rad Toler)

Those Calloways (Doane Shattuck)

Gallegher (the mayor)

The Ugly Dachshund (Mel Chadwick)

Follow Me, Boys! (Mayor Hi Plommer)

The Adventures of Bullwhip Griffin (chief executioner)

The Boy Who Stole the Elephant (Mayor Hancock)

The Strange Monster of Strawberry Cove (Mayor)

Best known as the original Chester on the radio version of Gunsmoke, and appearances on countless other radio shows. Baer had such an extensive career as a character actor, it would probably take a few pages to list all of his roles. Here are a few of his TV roles...

Dragnet, The George Burns and Gracie Allen Show, The Loretta Young Show, Father Knows Best, Our Miss Brooks, Alfre HItchcock Presents, December Bride, I Love Lucy, Make Room For Daddy, The Real McCoys, The Rifleman, Dennis the Menace, Bachelor Father, Have Gun - Will Travel, The Andy Griffith Show, Rawhide, Dr. Kildare, Wagon Train, 77 Sunset Strip, The Jack Benny Program, The Outer Limits, Hazel, My Favorite Martian, The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet, F Troop, Burke’s Law, Bonanza, The Addams Family, Perry Mason, The Fugitive, I Dream of Jeannie, Gomer Pyle USMC, The Lucy Show, Lassie Ironside, Land of the Giants, The Doris Day Show, Hogan’s Heroes, Mannix, Petticoat Junction, Green Acres, Mod Squad, Here’s Lucy, Bewitched, Medical Center, Kung Fu, The Streets of San Francisco, Charlie’s Angels, Little House on the Prairie, WKRP in Cincinnati, Knots Landing, Hart to Hart, Lou Grant, Dallas, Three’s Company, The A Team, The Dukes of Hazzard, Newhart, The Golden Girls, Night Court, Beverly Hills 90210, Mad About You, The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air, The Young and the Restless, L.A. Law, and Star Trek: Voyager among many, many others.

Typically for Disney he appeared in various leadership roles, usually as the mayor or sheriff of the town.

Baer was also the original voice of Ernie Keebler for Keebler Cookie commercials.

He died from complications from strokes he suffered late in life.



RICHARD BAKALYAN a.k.a. Dick Bakalyan (January 29, 1931 - February 27, 2015)

Walt Disney Productions film appearances:

Donald’s Fire Survival Plan (Common Sense)

Follow Me, Boys! (umpire)

A Boy Called Nuthin’ (Shortie)

Way Down Cellar (Charlie)

Never a Dull Moment (Bobby Macoon)

It’s Tough to Be a Bird! (M.C. Bird)

The Computer Wore Tennis Shoes (Chillie Walsh)

Now You See Him, Now You Don’t (Cookie)

Charley and the Angel (Buggs)

The Strongest Man in the World (Cookie)

The Shaggy D.A. (Freddie)

The Whiz Kid and the Carnival Caper (Ernie Nelson)

Return from Witch Mountain (Eddie)

The Young Runaways (Jocko)

The Fox and the Hound (Dinky)

Herbie, the Love Bug (Detective O’Brien)

Bakalyan was such a Disney regular, it was difficult to find him in non-Disney projects, but his most significant non-Disney role was of Detective Loach in Chinatown.

He grew up in a tough neighborhood and got into many street fights as a youth, which explains his flat-nosed appearance, and was suitable for the many juvenile delinquent roles and then later for the many gangster roles he performed in both feature films and on TV.

Bakalyan was close friends with Bobby Darin and Frank Sinatra and appeared in many of Sinatra’s films including Robin and the Seven Hoods, None But the Brave, and Von Ryan’s Express.

For Disney, he was probably best known for the trio of Dexter Riley films in which he played the sidekick of Cesar Romero’s A.J. Arno character. For unknown reasons, Bakalyan was referred to as Chillie in the first of these movies, and Cookie in the second and third films.

His distinctive voice lent well to animation, and so Bakalyan was cast as M.C. Bird in what turned out to be the Oscar-winning It’s Tough to Be a Bird, which was later expanded for an episode of the Disney anthology series when it was shown on TV.

Bakalyan retired in 2008 and later passed away from a stroke at the age of 84.



JAMES BASKETT (February 16, 1904 - July 9, 1948)

Walt Disney Productions film appearances:

Dumbo (Fats Crow)

Song of the South (Uncle Remus, Brer Fox, one scene as Brer Rabbit)

Baskett was best known for his portrayal of Uncle Remus in Song of the South and singing the song “Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah”. He won an Honorary Academy Award for his portrayal; the first black man to win an Oscar, plus he was the first actor overall to win an Oscar for a Disney film.

Though not credited originally, Baskett’s first encounter with the Disney studio was recording the voice of Fats Crow during the finale of Dumbo, and singing “When I See An Elephant Fly”.

Originally planning to become a pharmacologist, Baskett ended up supporting himself by becoming an actor. Besides his infamous Disney role, he was well known to radio audiences for the role of Gabby Gibson on Amos ‘n’ Andy.

He didn’t have too many other movie roles, and his most famous role outside of Disney was in Revenge of the Zombies.

Always in fragile health in his later years, Baskett died at the age of 44 of a heart ailment. Probably had he lived longer, Walt would have used him in So Dear to My Heart and later live-action films.



James Baskett



ED BEGLEY JR. a.k.a. Edward James Begley, Jr. (born September 16, 1949)

Walt Disney Productions film appearances:

The Computer Wore Tennis Shoes (student)

Now You See Him, Now You Don’t (Druffle)

Charley and the Angel (Derwood Moseby)

Superdad (member of the gang)

Tales of the Apple Dumpling Gang (Amos Tucker)

Begley started off as part of “the gang” in the background of the various teen and college comedies Disney was making during the 1970s. He was even billed as such in Superdad! A few years later, he took on the Tim Conway role of Amos Tucker in a 1982 TV remake of The Apple Dumpling Gang. This was supposed to be a pilot for a TV series, which appeared in 1983 as Gun Shy. Begley did not appear in this series and was replaced by Geoffrey Lewis.

Begley’s father, Ed Begley, Sr. (March 25, 1901 - April 28, 1970), appeared in Disney’s Secrets of the Pirate’s Inn, which aired on the Disney anthology show in November 1969, shortly before his passing.

Post-Walt Disney Productions, Begley did come back for a few roles including the 1989 remake of The Absent-Minded Professor and its sequel The Absent-Minded Professor: Trading Places, Murder She Purred: A Mrs. Murphy Mystery, and the 1994 TV remake of The Shaggy Dog.

One of Begley’s best movie roles was that of Griffin in the “Son of the Invisible Man” segment of Amazon Women on the Moon.

Begley has been in Christopher Guest’s repertory company for many of his films that are largely improvised. These include This is Spinal Tap, Best in Show, A Mighty Wind, For Your Consideration, Mascots, plus the TV series Family Tree.

Mostly, Begley has appeared in non-mainstream films as per his preference, but more notable films include Battlestar Galactica, The In-Laws, Cat People, Transylvania 6-5000, The Accidental Tourist, Batman Forever, Addams Family Reunion, Pineapple Express, and Ghostbusters.

On TV, Begley is best known for his role of Dr. Victor Erlich on St. Elsewhere. He has made guest appearances on virtually every major series in the past 50 years, but significant ones include Room 222, Roll Out, Mary Hartman Mary Hartman, Quincy, Wonder Woman, Battlestar Galactica, Fantasy Island, Columbo, Parenthood, Meego, 7th Heaven, Six Feet Under, Kingdom Hospital, Arrested Development, Veronica Mars, CSI: Miami, Gary Unmarried, Living With Ed, Portlandia, On Begley Street, Better Call Saul, Lady Dynamite, and Young Sheldon.



EDGAR BERGEN (born Edgar John Berggren) February 16, 1903 - September 30, 1978)

Walt Disney Productions film appearances:

Fun and Fancy Free (himself, Charlie McCarthy, Mortimer Snerd)

One Hour in Wonderland (himself, Charlie McCarthy, Mortimer Snerd)

Disneyland ‘59 (himself, Charlie McCarthy, Mortimer Snerd)

Mickey’s 50 (himself, Charlie McCarthy, Mortimer Snerd)

Bergen made many appearances on various Disney TV shows, but only appeared once in a Walt Disney Productions film. In all of his appearances, he brought along his two signature ventriloquist dummies, the snarky Charlie McCarthy and the slow-witted Mortimer Snerd.

Bergen did the seemingly impossible, hosting a radio show with two ventriloquist dummies that you couldn’t see, thus ruining the trick. “They” hosted The Chase and Sanborn Hour from 1936-1948, followed by The Charlie McCarthy Show from 1948-1954, and finally The Edgar Bergen Hour from 1954-1956. A crazy feature of the show which really worked was the ongoing feud with Charlie McCarthy and comic actor W.C. Fields. McCarthy would also engage in double entendres with many female guests including Dale Evans and Mae West.

Bergen, McCarthy and Fields were so popular that they starred in a feature film together called You Can’t Cheat an Honest Man.

For Fun and Fancy Free, Bergen took on the extra duty of narrating the Mickey and the Beanstalk segment of the film. His narrations were subsequently replaced by Sterling Holloway or Paul Frees (as Ludwig Von Drake) or Shari Lewis and Lambchop in various separate reissues, but reinstated when the full Fun and Fancy Free was issued on VHS, DVD and Blu-Ray.

Bergen also appeared in various acting roles sans ventriloquist dummies, most notably in The Homecoming, the pilot film for The Waltons TV series. Bergen played the grandfather for the film, but was replaced by actor Will Geer for the series.

Bergen was a hero of Muppets creator Jim Henson and had Bergen host an episode of The Muppet Show, and make a cameo appearance in The Muppet Movie, which turned out to be Bergen’s final professional film appearance, released the year after his death.


In mid-September 1978, Bergen announced his retirement and after a final show on the 27th, donated his ventriloquist dummies to the Smithsonian. He died three days later of kidney disease.



KEN BERRY a.k.a. Kenneth Ronald Berry (November 3, 1933 - December 1, 2018)

Walt Disney Productions film appearances:

The Mouse Factory (host, 2 episodes)

Herbie Rides Again (Willoughby Whitfield)

The Cat from Outer Space (Frank)

Best known for his starring roles on the TV series of F Troop, Mayberry RFD, Mama’s Family, and his own Ken Berry Wow Show, as well as semi-regular appearances on The Ann Sothern Show, Dr. Kildare and The Carol Burnett Show. He was the star of the pilot Kelly’s Kids, which appeared on The Brady Bunch, but the series was not picked up.

Berry was a terrific singer and dancer and by his own admission, he felt he was born in the wrong era, and probably would have been as famous as Fred Astaire if his career had happened a couple of decades earlier. Berry thoroughly enjoyed dancing and in fact, one of the two episodes of The Mouse Factory that he hosted was devoted to the subject. The other was cars, another favorite subject for Berry.

Berry’s dance skills made appearances on Hollywood Palace, in commercials for Kinney Shoes, and his own variety show as well as countless other variety shows. When TV work got slow for Berry, he took to the stage in order to keep up with his singing and dancing skills.

Besides singing, dancing and cars, Berry was very active in the military during his younger years.

For Disney as well as in his non-Disney roles, Berry tended to portray a likeable everyman who has to get through various predicaments with a level head.

After Mama’s Family ended in 1990, Berry started slowing down, finally retiring in 2006. He remained in a low key retirement for over 12 years, when he passed away from heart ailments.



BILL BIXBY a.k.a. Wilfred Bailey Everett Bixby III (January 22, 1934 − November 21, 1993)

Walt Disney Productions film appearances:

The Apple Dumpling Gang (Russel Donavan)

NBC Salutes the 25th Anniversary of the Wonderful World of Disney (himself)

Prior to and after his sole acting role in a Walt Disney Productions picture, Bixby had great success starring in a number of popular TV series such as My Favorite Martian, The Courtship of Eddie’s Father, The Magician, The Incredible Hulk, and Goodnight Beantown, among many others. At the end of his career, he turned to directing, directing over 30 episodes of the TV series Blossom.

Because of his extensive work on television, Bixby made very few films, but did manage to star in two films starring Elvis Presley: Clambake and Speedway.

After the unexpected cancellation of The Magician, and before he became David Bruce Banner on The Incredible Hulk, Bixby gave an excellent and memorable performance as the bachelor who suddenly has three children thrust upon him in The Apple Dumpling Gang.

Though it is not proven, Bixby was probably cast due to his sudden availability, and the similarly unavailability of their longtime Walt Disney Productions star, Dean Jones. Jones probably would have turned in an acceptable performance as Russel Donavan, but he was currently taking a break from so much Disney, having starred in at least one film a year for the company from 1965-1972. Jones would not return to the Disney fold until 1976.

Coincidentally, Bixby later directed two episodes of the short-lived Herbie, the Love Bug TV series that Jones starred in.

It is sad that Bixby did not do another Disney film, as he was tied up with yet another hit TV series, added to the fact that he unfortunately died young, of complications from prostate cancer at age 59.



RAY BOLGER a.k.a. Raymond Wallace Bolger (January 10, 1904 - January 15, 1987)

Walt Disney Productions film appearances:

Babes in Toyland (Barnaby)

Back Stage Party (himself)

Of course, Bolger is best known as the Scarecrow in The Wizard of Oz, but he has had quite a lengthy career on stage, in movies and on TV, many times showing off his rubbery way of dancing, where his legs and arms seemingly resembled rubber hoses.

On TV, Bolger was a regular on Where’s Raymond?, later called The Ray Bolger Show. Later, he had recurring roles on The Partridge Family and on Little House on the Prairie, and guest-starred on Battlestar Galactica, Fantasy Island, The Love Boat, and Diff’rent Strokes.

Other movies Bolger starred in included The Great Ziegfeld, Stage Door Canteen, The Harvey Girls, Where’s Charley?, Annie, and That’s Dancing.

Babes in Toyland was Bolger’s only film for Walt Disney Productions, and it was a rare turn for him to portray a villain, but Bolger did it with relish, and he was allowed to show off his singing and dancing skills once again.

The most famous earlier version of Babes in Toyland starred Laurel and Hardy, and although the character of Barnaby was prominent, his role was diminished in that version by the comedy duo. In Disney’s version, Bolger as Barnaby was truly the star of the show, easily outshining Tommy Sands and Annette Funicello, and it made for a very memorable performance.

The closest that Bolger came to doing another film similar to a Disney film would be his role as the pie man in Rankin/Bass’ The Daydreamer.

At the time of Bolger’s death, he was the last surviving main credited cast member of The Wizard of Oz, and passed away from bladder cancer at the age of 83.



WALTER BRENNAN a.k.a. Walter Andrew Brennan (July 25, 1894 - September 21, 1974)

Walt Disney Productions film appearances:

Hollywood Goes to a World Premiere (himself)

Those Calloways (Alf Simes)

The Gnome-Mobile (D.J. Mulrooney; Knobby)

The One and Only, Genuine, Original Family Band (Renssaeler Bower)

Herbie Rides Again (Mr. Judson, scenes cut)

Brennan was scheduled to make one more Disney appearance in The Love Bug sequel, Herbie Rides Again (then titled The Love Bug Rides Again). They started filming, but Brennan fell ill, so he was replaced by John McIntyre, not recast for Helen Hayes as popularly thought, as she had already been cast in the lead role. Even my book Frozen in Ice repeats this incorrect information as it was originally stated on the Herbie documentaries released by Disney on DVD.

His part in Those Calloways was small, but he made up for it by performing two roles in The Gnome-Mobile. His final role for Disney was for The Family Band musical, where he has a pivotal role and even his own song “Drummin’, Drummin’, Drummin’”.

Brennan had a very extensive non-Disney career. He got his start in Vaudeville, then graduated to silent films, initially as a stuntman. Once he started acting, he generally played simple farmers or other various western characters, but as he got older, he gradually added a curmudgeon and cantankerous factor to his performances. This latter personality enhanced his three prominent Disney performances.

Around 1935, Brennan had an accident on the set and had all of his teeth
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