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STATEMENT

Looking at missing persons cases and unsolved murders has become a passion for me. My purpose is and has always been to bring awareness to these cases, trying to give families some answers. Putting them into these books is like a database of the missing, hopefully someone will see one of the stories and be ready to speak.

Friendships and allegiances change; people mature and get older and don’t want to carry their burden of the knowledge they have.

I sincerely don’t want to hurt anyone. This information is on the internet, and I am just collating all the information I have into one place.  It is not easy to find cases. NZ Police have 24, on their site. I have found other cases by doing research and from families coming forward and asking for help.

Police Missing Personshttps://www.police.govt.nz/missing-persons/missing-persons-list

There will be a few books as I wanted to get in the information of all the missing persons and unsolved murder cases I have looked at.

The amount of information I can find is sometimes very little, only a mention somewhere, or a lot. Therefore, those cases I will investigate can be a couple of lines or a few pages long. I believe that even if there is not much info, I will give them a platform for their story. I have done my best to make sure everything is correct as of May 2025.

This is by no means a comprehensive list of cases, but it is the ones I have covered or knew about. I am also not the best writer or designer so give me some grace :)

Link to NZmysteries Facebook Page(for ebook users):  https://www.facebook.com/NZMysteries

Link to Youtube channel: https://www.youtube.com/@NewZealandMysteries
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To all the families, I send you all love and light and I hope you get answers. I sincerely don’t want to hurt anyone.

MISSING STATISTICS

The police data – released under the Official Information Act – included people believed to be overseas, people from other countries reported as missing in New Zealand, and some who have lost contact with family members and do not wish to be found.

586 Kiwis recorded as missing, as of 8.30am on June 26 in 2023.

It showed the most people – 88 – had gone missing from Canterbury. Next was Southern, where 65 people had gone missing from, and Bay of Plenty where 59 had vanished.

Fifty-one people were logged as missing from PNHQ, which was police’s Kāpiti Communication/Digital Centre. This was where staff managed the initial missing person report before the case was transferred to where the person went missing.

There were also 44 people missing from Wellington, 38 from Waikato, and 29 from Auckland city.

Michael Dudley was the oldest case on the police missing persons list, but there were cases on record predating that.

The oldest in police data were two people who went missing on the same date, from Canterbury, on February 22 of 1914. After that, it was someone who disappeared from Auckland City on September 25 in 1939.

Info Published in 2021, says that year more than 450 men women and children were listed as missing in New Zealand with some people reported by their families, up to almost 90 years ago with no sign of them since. In the past five years more than 66 000 New Zealanders were reported missing and while most are found within a few days some have simply vanished. From 2015 to November 17, 2020, police received 66 442 missing person reports of those 66 329 were located.

In 2020, there were 8 303 people reported missing to police and while most were located there were still some whose families and friends are still searching and desperate for information.

Police have 24 people on their missing persons list on their website.https://www.police.govt.nz/missing-persons/missing-persons-list

Police said missing person data was subject to constant change as people were located and reported missing on a daily basis. They defined a missing person as “anyone who has been reported missing to police, whose whereabouts are unknown”. “Police will investigate where there are concerns for their safety and welfare of that person.”

Investigations into locating a missing person were subject to extensive reviews, a spokesperson said.

“Which involves three-, 14-, 30-, and 90-day reviews, as well as annually, to ensure all lines of enquiry are followed up, including any new information. “These reviews are over and above general review and file management.”

And the cases remained open, they said.

“Police continue to investigate if any new information is supplied to the enquiry team.”

The spokesperson said police were always interested to hear from anyone who might have information about missing people and encouraged people to contact Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 or call 105 or report any information online.

Francesca ‘Fran’ Martin
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Case Details:

Bob had been unable to find his daughter Francesca Martin 42, (known as Fran). She was last seen at a Caltex petrol station in Hamilton on April 20th, 2005.  Her white Nissan Pulsar turned up the next day two hours’ drive away, near the intersection of State Highway 1 and 5 in Wairekei.  Bob drove to Wairekei, north of Taupo to look for Fran more than 100 times and spent his savings of $75 000.

[image: ]
Hamilton is an inland city in the North Island of NZ. It is located on the banks of the Waikato River; it is the most populous city of the Waikato region. It has a population of 185,300, it is the country's fourth most populous city.

Fran was last seen at a Caltex petrol station in Hamilton. There was CCTV footage which showed she bought cigarettes, took 30 dollars cash and left.

About 20 seconds later she returned, and it appeared she asked for directions however this could not be confirmed as there was no audio.

Police said Fran was in the petrol station at 8.55 pm but Detective Sergeant Matt Cranshaw said Fran took out money at exactly 7.55 pm an hour earlier.

Cranshaw said the discrepancy between the petrol station timestamp and bank withdrawal could have been because of the daylight savings.
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A truck driver later reported seeing a car like Frans passing him near the highway intersection at Wairakei, at about 10.45pm. When he approached the intersection, the truck driver looked up State Highway 5 towards Rotorua and saw what appeared to be the same car parked. The inside lights were turned on and the passenger door was open. He assumed there may be two people in the car because the door was open, however he could not see inside the vehicle.

Fran’s car was found by police about 24 hours after she was seen at the petrol station. Fran was described as a shy woman with a quick mind and a photographic memory.

In 1985 she had an accident and would later be diagnosed as a schizophrenic and would take antidepressants.

Before she disappeared, Fran was planning to spend a couple of nights at a beach north of Raglan, so when her car turned up in Wairakei, Bob was confused.

No one understood why the car was down there.

The police searched
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