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Introductory Epigraph #1

 


That which does not kill me,

makes you weaker.

 


— Mel C. Thompson
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Introductory Epigraph #2

 


My master has nothing to offer,

but he’s much more generous

with nothing than anyone else.

 


— Little Bikhu
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Non-Disclaimer

 


The characters issuing the quotes in this
book are actually as wicked as they seem to be, however, I have
changed all their names so that no one will ever know who they are.
You may not think you can attain enlightenment by reading their
words, but, in fact, the gods only allow the final truth to come
from the mouths of scoundrels. A truly saintly person is far too
innocent to see the brutal truth of the matter.
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Preface to The Scroll of Hi Nu

 


A student came to me and said, “The matter is
hopeless. I’m never going to meditate every day, and I hate
chanting the sutras. Furthermore, I don’t like reading the sacred
texts; and there’s no way in the world I’m going to live an austere
life. My attachments are endless, my addictions are intractable and
my greed is out of control. I’m going to need to know the very
quickest and easiest way to attain liberation.” I could not promise
the student anything would work out for him, but I gave him this
short scroll and wished him luck.
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The Scroll of Hi Nu

 


Notes on The Path of Almost No Teaching
Whatsoever
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You may have noticed

that there are no prostitutes

or opium dealers stationed at our gates.

This is not because of our virtuous
living.

The purveyors of vice were simply forced

to relocate once this temple ran out of
money.

We are trying to construct an illegal
distillery

in the basement, but until then I’m
afraid

you will have to settle for bitter green
tea

and our bodhisattva song and dance.

 


— Sensei The Time
Traveler

 


*

 


Many sophomore college kids

think Buddhism is gentle

and that monotheism

is based on fear.

But within a week

of studying with me,

those kids soon learn

what real fear is and then

they go running back

to monotheism for comfort.

 


— The Dreaded
Fujikami

 


*

 


Money, fame, love and Zen

all turned out to be nothing,

but Zen turned out to be

my favorite kind of nothing.

 


— Little Bikhu
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Bodhidharma said there was nothing holy;

but really, if any of you weren’t craven
weaklings,

I’d bow down and worship you now.

 


— The Dreaded
Fujikami
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Both Zen and Valium fail

to cure anything at all,

but both make you feel

better about being

totally incurable.

 


— Little Bikhu

 


*

 


You milquetoast students here

are luckier than you know.

In in the old country,

once we caught sight of

anyone at all like you,

we had them taken out

to the edge of town

and strangled.

 


On the other hand,

you might be very unlucky,

since medical science

might prolong your trivial lives

and force you to endure

living as yourselves for decades.

 


— The Dreaded
Fujikami

 


*

 


I told my students to abandon greed;

and they saw that money is meaningless.

Later on, I told them to abandon lust;

and they realized that sex is
meaningless.

Then I urged them to live for love only;

and through this they gained great
wisdom.

At last I summoned the Bodhisattava
courage

to tell them that love is meaningless
also;

and at last they were finally liberated.

 


— Fu War

 


*

 


You ought to retain some greed,

if only for your own safety.

I have it on reliable sources

that if you get a bit too close

to attaining total selflessness,

the gods will send assassins.

 


— 108 Dusts

 


*

 


Zen Masters aren't silent

because they're enlightened.

They're silent because they're afraid

of giving you the same bad advice

you give so frequently to others.

 


— No Wei Ai Go

 


*

 


Many famous sages

boasted to you of their celibacy

and never tired of bragging

about their absolute chastity.

But privately they all told me

that celibacy was easy for them,

since, as luck would have it,

they were simply bored with sex.

 


— No Wei Ai Go

 


*

 


The real reason a prophet is always
rejected

in his home town is that they tire of him

giving away all of their business
secrets.

Therefore the prophet must live on the
run,

leaving each city before everyone finds
out

how
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