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            Romans 10:14-15 - New King James Version
14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written:
"How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!"

      

    

By Terence A. Townsend

​

​Introduction

In my consistent mentorship sessions with aspiring ministers and spiritual leaders, I invariably encounter a profound kind of spiritual inertia, a "stalling out" that is deeply rooted in an internal conflict. This conflict is born from the paralyzing fear that I am simply not "cut out" for the rigors and responsibilities of the work. Many of these individuals are genuinely haunted by a persistent, undeniable spiritual nudging, a sense of destiny or calling, yet they are simultaneously terrified that they might be fatally misinterpreting a mere shadow of their own ambition or anxiety for a divine summons. This pervasive anxiety, which manifests as a deep pain-point, almost always stems from a fundamental, widespread misunderstanding: the belief that a true "call" must arrive as a mysterious, undeniably audible bolt from the blue, a singular, dramatic, supernatural event that simultaneously provides a perfect, forty-year roadmap for their entire life's ministry. Consequently, the universal declaration of inadequacy rings loud: "I feel lost and inadequate because I haven't heard that loud, clear, unambiguous voice...the one that everyone else seems to have heard.", a quote from The Reality of Discernment: Practicality Over Mysticism

The truth that I strive to impart is that genuine, lasting discernment is not a mystical riddle to be solved, but a highly practical, deeply communal, and, frankly, sobering process. Far from demanding blind faith in an overwhelming intuition, it often requires more of my disciplined, critical logic and objective self-assessment than my fleeting, subjective intuition. This fear of being spiritually or intellectually inadequate is not a new phenomenon; it echoes the ancient, deeply human experience of Moses at the burning bush. Moses offered an exhaustive litany of excuses, speech impediments, a lack of authority, a fear of disbelief, as to why he was demonstrably the wrong person for the monumental task (Exodus 3:11-4:13). The modern minister’s parallel is often expressed as: "I’m frustrated because of constant comparison, the feeling that I don't measure up to the perceived eloquence, biblical knowledge, or charismatic competence of others I see serving." Yet, God’s ultimate assurance to Moses was conspicuously not based on Moses' self-perceived skills, preparedness, or oratorical competence, but rested entirely on the foundational promise of God’s presence: "I will be with you" (Exodus 3:12). The divine calculus for service is presence plus willingness, not competence plus perfect clarity. (from The Test of the Call: Observable Character and Community Affirmation)

Another profound calling from God is found in Isaiah 6, a pivotal chapter in the prophetic book that describes the awe-inspiring commission of the prophet Isaiah. This passage is not merely a historical account of an ancient prophet's induction; it serves as a timeless paradigm for understanding the nature of divine calling, the necessity of personal purification, and the urgency of responding to God's mission.

The chapter begins with a magnificent vision in the year King Uzziah died, a detail that grounds the supernatural encounter in a moment of political and social instability. Isaiah sees the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple. This vision of God's sovereign majesty is immediately followed by the presence of seraphim, celestial beings who constantly proclaim God's holiness, crying out: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory." This overwhelming display of transcendent holiness immediately highlights the vast gulf between God's perfection and humanity's sinfulness.

In the face of this unparalleled glory, Isaiah's immediate reaction is one of profound brokenness and terror, articulating his own unworthiness: "Woe to me! I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty." This confession reveals a critical prerequisite for divine service: a genuine recognition of one's own sin and a deep sense of humility before the Holy God.

God's response to Isaiah's lament is an act of purification. One of the seraphim takes a live coal from the altar with tongs and touches Isaiah’s lips, declaring, "See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin is atoned for." This ritual act symbolizes the cleansing power of God's grace, preparing the prophet's instrument of speech, his lips, for the divine message. It underscores that God does not call the qualified but qualifies the called through a process of spiritual cleansing and atonement.

Once cleansed, Isaiah hears the voice of the Lord posing a fundamental question that echoes through the ages: "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?" This is the core of the calling, a divine search for a willing messenger. Isaiah’s response is immediate, unreserved, and iconic: "Here am I. Send me!" His readiness is a model of faith and obedience, demonstrating that a true encounter with God's holiness and an experience of His cleansing grace leads inevitably to a fervent desire to serve His purpose.

The Lord then gives Isaiah his challenging and deeply paradoxical mission: to preach a message that will harden the hearts of the people, leading them to spiritual dullness and ultimately to judgment. This part of the calling reveals the heavy burden of prophetic ministry and the often-unpopular nature of God's truth. Despite the difficult nature of the task and the certainty of rejection, Isaiah accepts the mandate, solidifying the profound calling documented in Isaiah 6 as an enduring testament to God's sovereignty, holiness, and the sacrificial willingness required of those He commissions.

A thorough examination of the New Testament significantly redirects the focus from private mystical experiences toward observable, public results. Without diminishing the glory of the unique instances of John the Baptist and the Apostle Paul, the Bible consistently stresses that a divine call to leadership requires dual confirmation: the internal sense of God's purpose for one's life, and the practical, real-world evidence affirmed by the Christian community.

Consider the meticulous qualifications laid out for overseers and deacons in 1 Timothy

	Observable Character: Being above reproach, sober-minded, self-controlled, and hospitable. These are not internal gifts, but external virtues.

	Management of One's Own Household: The fundamental reality that if a person cannot competently manage the micro-economy of their own family, they cannot manage the macro-economy of the church.

	Reputation Outside the Church: The expectation of having a good standing with non-believers, showing that their faith is not a Sunday performance but a consistent life ethic.
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​Chapter 1: You Are Already Recruited (The Universal Mandate)
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​Chapter 2: "Don't Do It If You Can Help It" (The Rule of Irresistibility)
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​Chapter 3: Calling is a Direction, Not a Job Title (Identity vs. Assignment)
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​Chapter 4: Your Calling Isn't a Private Secret (The External Test)




	Pray: I must seek clarity daily, relentlessly, in the presence of God until the answer is settled and resonates with an unshakeable peace (Philippians 4:6-7). This is where I lay my desires bare, asking the Lord to align my will with His.

	Look Internally: I must ruthlessly examine my motives. Am I truly seeking God's glory, or am I secretly seeking fame, recognition, or a platform for myself? My desire must be to honor God, regardless of the cost, even if it means obscurity (2 Corinthians 4:5; Galatians 1:10).

	Look Externally: I must actively seek wise, objective counsel from my spiritual elders and mentors. Do they see genuine spiritual fruit, the kind of fruit that remains, in my labor? This external affirmation, based on observable grace and giftedness, is vital for verification (Matthew 7:16, 20). If the church body does not see the calling, I need to pause and reassess.

	Get Training: Before I "ship out to war" in ministry, I recognize the absolute need for basic, foundational training. This means serving diligently as a volunteer in my local church, gaining practical experience, and, most importantly, deeply and systematically studying the Word of God before I seek any title, position, or formal office (2 Timothy 2:15, 24-25). Competence in handling the Word and character that has been tested in service are non-negotiable prerequisites.
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​Chapter 5: The "Godly Weirdo" Myth (Leveraging Secular Expertise)
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​Chapter 6: Prepare for the "Aroma of Death" (The Gravity of the Stakes)
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​Chapter 7: Success is Not the Same as Sufficiency




	God is the Source: My provision, worth, and purpose are derived entirely from Him, not from the size of my ministry, my bank account, or the scope of my influence.

	His Grace is Enough: I no longer chase more because I am firmly convinced, by faith and experience, that "His grace is sufficient for me, for His power is made perfect in weakness" (2 Corinthians 12:9).

	Contentment is the Cornerstone: I have cultivated a deep contentment with what God has presently supplied, my gifts, my resources, and my sphere of influence, viewing them as adequate for the work He has assigned me.
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​Conclusion: The Chapter You Are In






​

​Ready to Move from Whisper to Conviction?
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