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      This book profiles each of the soldiers who served in Maryland’s 19th Regiment, U.S. Colored Troops, during the American Civil War. The profiles are based on the soldiers’ military and pension files at the U.S. National Archives in Washington, D.C.
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        * * *

      

      When the Civil War began in April 1861, President Abraham Lincoln called for 90-day volunteers to put down the insurrection. 75,000 patriotic men enlisted. But as the war dragged on, it became clear that many more volunteers would be needed to replace the dead and wounded. The President issued more calls for volunteers, but fewer men answered each time. The true horror of war had begun to sink in. The Union Government then began to offer cash bonuses for enlistment, and instituted a draft. The first draft law was enacted on July 17, 1862. A more comprehensive one, the Enrollment Act, followed on March 3, 1863.

      But there were still not enough men to replace those lost in battle. After having initially resisted the idea, President Lincoln authorized the Army, in his Emancipation Proclamation of January 1, 1863, to begin enlisting free African-Americans. Later that year, he authorized the Army to begin enlisting slaves as well.

      Six U.S. Colored Troops regiments were organized in Maryland in 1863 and 1864. Each regiment had about one thousand men, organized into ten companies of about one hundred men each. The officers were white. The enlisted men were black. The 7th, 9th, 19th, and 30th regiments, a total of about 4,000 men, were organized and trained at Camp Stanton in Benedict, Maryland during the late fall and winter of 1863-64. The 4th and 39th regiments were organized and trained in Baltimore. Some men were transferred to the U.S. Navy before completing their training at Camp Stanton.

      Measles, cholera, smallpox, typhoid, and similar diseases were rampant among the 4,000 men training at Camp Stanton. Measles was the most common disease. During February 1864, 357 men were sick with disease. 50 of the cases were measles. There was a small field hospital at Camp Stanton, but many of the sick men were sent to army hospitals in Baltimore and Annapolis. Many never returned. Most of the enlisted men were slaves, but there were also a few draftees, substitutes, and free men who voluntarily enlisted.

      Camp Stanton recruits came primarily from the counties of Southern Maryland and the Eastern Shore. The army used roving recruiting parties to take slaves directly from the farms. Officers were ordered to raid through the countryside, carrying off slaves from under the eyes of their masters. Plantations were stripped of their field hands. The pension file of Frost Johns, Company A, contains a deposition from his mother in which she says “He was out in the field gathering corn when they came after him and took him away.”

      While it could be assumed that the slaves were generally willing to be rescued from slavery, slave-owners were of course furious. Benjamin Brown, Company D, 19th Regiment, was shot and killed while on recruiting service in Caroline County. Lieutenant Eben White of the 7th Regiment was murdered while recruiting slaves on a plantation near Camp Stanton.

      Some slaves were taken from the counties immediately around Camp Stanton - Charles, St. Mary’s, and Prince Georges - but most were taken from Maryland’s Eastern Shore, on the other side of the Chesapeake Bay. The army used a small fleet of steamers, including the Cecil, John Tracy, Balloon, United States, and Daniel Webster to ferry recruiting parties to the Eastern Shore, and then bring them and their new recruits back to Camp Stanton.

      The Government offered $300 compensation to any slaveholder who signed a manumission document freeing the slave, signed an oath of loyalty to the Union, and had the loyalty oath verified by known loyal citizens. Few Southern Maryland slave owners filed compensation claims. Most of those who did were refused compensation on account of disloyalty.

      A number of slaves enlisted under a different name than their given name. Some gave the enlisting officer a different name out of fear of being recaptured by their former owners. Others gave a different name because they wanted to replace their slave name with a name of their own choosing. Others gave their regular name, but the enlisting officer either misheard it or wrote it down incorrectly. Most slaves, but not all, were illiterate and couldn't tell if the enlisting officer was recording their name correctly or not.

      Training of the 19th Regiment proceeded during the winter of 1863-64, until March 1st when it departed for Birney Barracks in Baltimore. The regiment spent March and April assisting with recruiting efforts and serving as guards at McKims Army Hospital.

      The 9th Regiment left Camp Stanton on March 3rd by steamer to South Carolina. The 7th Regiment left on March 4th by steamer for Portsmouth, Virginia. The 30th Regiment left on March 18th, marching south to join General Grant's Army of the Potomac in Virginia.

      On April 18th, the men of the 19th Regiment marched in a dress parade through downtown Baltimore, and then boarded boats that took them to Annapolis. From Annapolis, the regiment marched to Washington, D.C., where it camped near Georgetown for a couple of days. When orders were received to set out for Virginia, the regiment marched from Georgetown, past the White House, and then past the Willard Hotel on Pennsylvania Avenue where President Lincoln stood reviewing them. The regiment continued across the Long Bridge over the Potomac River and into Virginia where it joined up with General Grant’s Army of the Potomac.

      As Grant's army fought its way south towards Richmond and Petersburg during May and June 1864, the 19th Regiment saw action at the battles of the Wilderness, Spottsylvania, Topolotomy Creek, North Anna, Cold Harbor, and Old Church. Arriving at Petersburg, the 19th Regiment joined other Union troops in the trenches outside that besieged city. During the siege of Petersburg, the regiment saw action at the battles of Weldon Railroad, Poplar Grove Church, Bermuda Hundred, Chapin's Farm, and Hatcher’s Run.

      The 19th Regiment’s largest battle was as part of the Union Army’s July 30, 1864 assault against Confederate forces outside Petersburg, Virginia. Many of its men were killed, wounded, or taken prisoner. The assault was recorded in military records at the time as the Battle of Cemetery Hill or the Battle of the Mine, but in later years was popularized as the Battle of the Crater.

      Petersburg was an important railroad junction for the Confederate Army, funneling supplies from the south to General Lee’s army in Richmond. If Grant could capture Petersburg, he could starve Lee into submission.

      Union soldiers from the 48th Pennsylvania Infantry dug a mine shaft under the Confederate lines protecting Petersburg, packed it with four tons of gunpowder, and detonated it on the morning of July 30, 1864. The explosion killed almost 300 Confederate soldiers and created a huge crater in the middle of the Confederate lines.

      Nine USCT regiments, including the 19th Regiment, had trained to lead the assault against the Confederate lines after the mine was exploded. However, the day before the explosion, the white 1st Division was assigned to lead the assault, followed by the USCT regiments.

      It did not go well. Instead of circling around the crater, as the USCT regiments had been trained to do, the 1st Division troops entered the crater, thinking it would give them protection from the Confederate soldiers. Instead, they were trapped, and became easy targets for the Confederates.

      The USCT regiments were then thrown into the assault. First was 30 USCT, one of the Maryland regiments that had trained with the 19th Regiment at Camp Stanton. It was followed by 39 USCT, another Maryland regiment, trained in Baltimore. These were followed by 43 USCT from Pennsylvania, 27 USCT from Ohio, 23 USCT from Arlington, Virginia, 31 USCT from New York, 29 USCT from Illinois, 19 USCT from Maryland, and 28 USCT from Indiana. The other three Maryland USCT regiments, 7 USCT, 9 USCT, and 4 USCT, were not in the battle.

      The 1st Division’s mistake of getting trapped in the crater instead of going around it allowed the Confederates time to regroup and repulse the USCT regiments. The battle was lost.

      The fall of Petersburg came eight months later, at the beginning of April 1865. General Grant sent the 19th and other regiments from Petersburg to Richmond on April 1, 1865. General Robert E. Lee pulled his Confederate troops from both Petersburg and Richmond on the night of April 2, 1865, retreating westward towards Appomattox.

      At 6 a.m. on April 3, 1865, the 19th Regiment was in the first wave of Union soldiers entering and capturing Richmond. Captain James H. Rickard, commanding Company G, wrote in his company report that day:

      
        
        Advanced on the enemy’s works at 6 AM. Found they had evacuated Richmond.

      

      

      President Lincoln visited Petersburg on April 3, 1865, and Richmond on April 4, 1865. On April 9, 1865, General Lee surrendered his army to Union General Ulysses S. Grant about 50 miles west of Richmond at Appomattox Courthouse. All remaining Confederate Army units still in the field surrendered over the course of the next two weeks, and the great Civil War was over.

      But military service was not over for the men of the 19th Regiment. Their term of enlistment was three years. Unlike most white regiments that had been formed earlier in the war, the men of the 19th Regiment had served barely half their three-year enlistment when the war ended. Instead of disbanding the regiment as the men had hoped, the regiment was sent to Texas as an occupation force to preserve order in the formerly Confederate state, and to protect the rights of the former slaves in that state. On June 1, 1865, the 19th Regiment boarded the military steamers J.W. Everman and Cumbria for a three-week voyage to Texas.

      The steamers sailed from Fortress Monroe, Virginia down the Atlantic coast, around the tip of Florida, across the Gulf of Mexico to New Orleans, and finally arrived at Brazos Santiago, Texas on June 24, 1865. For the next year and a half, the regiment’s base of operations was at Brownsville, Texas, but its companies were posted at a number of different encampments along the Rio Grande River. These included Edinburg, Santa Maria, Rancho Arenal, Rancho Costinas, and Rancho Barracas. Living conditions were abysmal. Almost everyone became seriously sick at one time or another from scurvy, malaria, cholera, dysentery, and other diseases.

      Several soldiers died while the 19th Regiment was in Texas. They were buried in the military's National Cemetery at Fort Brown in Brownsville, Texas. In 1911, National Cemetery was closed and the remains of the soldiers buried there were moved to the Alexandria National Cemetery in Pineville, Louisiana.

      The 19th Regiment was finally disbanded on January 15, 1867 at Brownsville, Texas. The men marched to the port town of Brazos de Santiago on January 20th where they boarded the Army steamer St. Mary. They stopped in New Orleans for three days, and then continued their voyage on board the steamship Mississippi, arriving at Fortress Monroe, Virginia on February 4th. They were delayed there for two days by ice in the Chesapeake Bay, but resumed their voyage on February 6th, arriving in Baltimore the next day, February 7, 1867. The men of the 19th Regiment disembarked, received their final pay and discharge papers a few days later, and then went home. Free men at last.

      Two hundred sixty-eight of the original 1,000 men of the 19th Regiment organized at Camp Stanton died from all causes before the regiment was disbanded in 1867. Twenty-three were killed in action at the Battle of the Crater. The other 245 died of disease. Disease killed 75 at Camp Stanton, 82 while encamped at Petersburg, and 70 after the war in Texas. The main killers were cholera, chronic diarrhea, measles, pneumonia, scurvy, smallpox, and typhoid fever. Many of those who survived their service with the 19th Regiment suffered for the rest of their lives from the effects of diseases and injuries contracted during their service.

      The entire number of men enlisted and commissioned in the U.S. Colored Troops during the Civil War was 186,097. They served in 120 Infantry Regiments, 12 Heavy Artillery Regiments, 10 Heavy Artillery Batteries, and 7 Cavalry Regiments. By the time the war was over, 68,178 of these brave men were lost from all causes.
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      Adams, James H.

      18-year-old James H. Adams was born in Accomac, Virginia. He enlisted on November 28, 1863 at Worcester, Maryland, and mustered into the 19th Regiment on December 25, 1863 at Camp Stanton. He mustered out of the army on January 15, 1867 at Brownsville, Texas.

      His pension file shows that he married Armecia Carey on September 24, 1912 in Hampton, Virginia. Mr Adams passed away on March 27, 1930 at the National Soldiers Home in Norfolk, Virginia.

      Aldrich, Edward

      24-year-old Edward Aldrich enlisted on December 9, 1863 at Talbot County, Maryland, and mustered into the 19th Regiment on December 25, 1863. Aldrich was a slave of Sarah Elizabeth Trippe in Easton Maryland. Trippe inherited Edward Aldridge, his brother Taylor Aldrich, and their mother Harriett Aldridge from her father Richard Trippe.

      The military records of Edward Aldrich contain this excerpt from the will of Richard Trippe:

      
        
        I give and bequeath to my daughter Sarah Elizabeth, her Executors, Administrators and assigns forever, my negro woman Harriett and her children ...

      

      

      The pension records contain this testimony of Sarah Elizabeth Trippe:

      
      Sarah Elizabeth Trippe

      Bayleys Neck

      Talbot County, Maryland

      
        
        I well know William T. Aldridge and also Hariet Enels who belonged to me ... I also knew the son Edward Aldridge and know that he lived with his parents and worked for them until they left this county.

      

      

      The pension records also contain this testimony of Jane Young:

      
        
        I well know William T. Aldridge, father of Edward Aldridge, late of Co. A of the 19th Regt., U.S.C. Troops - deceased, and also knew the wife of William T. Aldridge who died on the 4th July 1849 - whose name was Harriett Aldridge, and whose maiden name was Harriett Enels. I was also at the bedside when Edward Aldridge was born. I cannot remember the exact date of birth. I was also present at the marriage of Wm. T. Aldridge when he married Harriett Enels. They were married at the parson's house - the Rev. Mr. Bane - at Oxford Neck, Talbot County, Maryland on the 27th day of July 1833. I also know that Mr. Bane is long since dead.

        I have also perfect and personal knowledge that Edward Aldridge was the only support of his father. He had two other sons who left him years ago, and never done for the father. But Edward always worked and lived home with the father, and I have seen him from time to time give his father money to pay house bills and buy clothes and other necessities. I was present when the father received thirty dollars in a letter from his son after he went into the Army & he was always an industrious boy - I also know that Edward Aldridge never was married and died a single man.

      

      

      Edward Aldridge survived the Civil War but died of cholera at Brownsville, Texas on December 12, 1866, only a month before the 19th Regiment was disbanded.

      Anderson, Benjamin

      45-year-old Benjamin Anderson enlisted on December 9, 1863 at Kent Island in Queen Anne's County, Maryland. He was mustered into the 19th Regiment at Camp Stanton on December 23, 1863, and worked as a company cook.

      A falling tree limb injured Anderson’s knee and back while he was helping build fortifications at Petersburg, Virginia in July 1864. He spent the next ten months in and out of Army hospitals at City Point, Virginia, Fort Monroe, Virginia, and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He was discharged from the Union Army on account of lumbago and neuralgia on June 7, 1865.

      Anderson’s pension file contains an affidavit that he:

      
        
        received his wound in the neck while alone on picket duty in front of Petersburg June 1864 and that he was wounded from the Confederate lines.

      

      

      Another pension affidavit says:

      
        
        …in the front of Petersburg in August 1864, on Sunday, while he was detailed to carry water to those who were cutting down the trees in the woods to prevent the Rebel Cavalry from making a charge on the Union works, it being a very warm day, and he had just filled his canteens and took a momentary rest on the ground, and while sitting under a tree which the men had been cutting fell and one of the heavy boughs struck him on the left knee injuring him severely. He was taken out and taken to camp and remained there some days, and one day while hobbling around camp a stray Ball grazed the left side of his neck. He was taken to the Summit Hospital near Philadelphia & was finally discharged at Fortress Monroe General Hospital by Surgeon’s Certificate of Disability… He is now greatly incapacitated from performing labor and his knee troubles him greatly. Also at times the wound in his neck will break out and cause him considerable pain and loss of time.

      

      

      Another pension file affidavit by Jerry Hazleton and Enoch Waters, who  both served in Company A with Anderson, said:

      
        
        Enoch Waters declares that he was comrade in Co. A, 19th Regiment, U S C Troops with the aforesaid Benjamin Anderson and remembers well the hard marching from Annapolis, Md. in the month of April 1864 on the way to Va. - also the march from South Side Petersburg Va. about 26-27th day of November to Bermuda Hundred and well remembers that the said Benjamin Anderson, who was acting as cook, was marching with and carrying his gun and cooking utensils, and seemed to be broken down entirely when they had crossed the Radian River, and halted for dinner. Anderson was then relieved from carrying cooking utensils, gun, and accoutrements by order of Col. Perkins to Capt. Stewart, and when we arrived at Bermuda Hundred front, he noticed that Anderson was detailed to Commissary Department, and when we arrived at Fort Harrison on or about the first week in January 1865 he remembers that the Surgeon of Regiment ordered a truss because he saw Anderson wear the truss and knows that he performed no more duty with the regiment, and did not go to Texas with it.

        Jerry Hazleton declares that he was comrade in said Co. A, 19th Regiment with Anderson and knows the statement aforesaid to be true from personal knowledge.

      

      

      Askins, Richard

      19-year-old Richard Askins enlisted on December 17, 1863 in Queen Anne's County, Maryland, and mustered into the 19th Regiment at Camp Stanton on December 25, 1863. Private Askins mustered out of the Union Army on January 15, 1867 at Brownsville, Texas.

      Barnes, Frederick

      17-year-old Frederick Barnes was a slave of Isaac S. Whittington, Somerset County, Maryland. Whittington applied for $300 compensation for his lost slave, but was denied compensation on account of disloyalty. Barnes enlisted November 26, 1863 in Somerset, Maryland, and mustered into the 19th Regiment at Camp Stanton on December 25, 1863. He mustered out of the Union Army on January 15, 1867 at Brownsville, Texas.

      In the pension file, James Moulton, a comrade in Company A, testified:

      
        
        I have been well and intimately acquainted with the soldier Frederick Barnes ever since we enlisted in Co. A, 19th Reg. U.S.C.I. December 15, 1863 and we served together until Jan. 15, 1867. I knew him in the service as Frederick Barnes, but after he came out of the Army he was known as Frederick Whittington. His parents’ name was Barnes, but after his discharge he took the name of his former owners, Whittington. I know that Frederick Barnes and Frederick Whittington represent one and the same person, the soldier above described. When I met the said Frederick Barnes he was about 18 or 19 years of age. He was then a single man. He was never married prior to his marriage to the claimant, Lizzie Barnes. They were separated for several years before the soldier’s death, but they were never divorced. I have been well acquainted with the claimant for about 26 or 27 years. I state these facts from personal knowledge.

      

      

      Barnes died in Baltimore on November 20, 1910, and is buried in Baltimore’s National Cemetery.

      Bell, Joseph

      20-year-old Joseph Bell was born in Norfolk, Virginia. He enlisted November 28, 1863 in Worcester, Maryland, and mustered into the 19th Regiment at Camp Stanton on December 25, 1863. He mustered out of the Union Army at Brownsville, Texas on January 15, 1867.

      Bell was granted a pension based on wounds suffered in battle. The pension file says:

      
        
        ...while making a charge on the enemy's works in front of Petersburg, Virginia, about July 30, 1864, he incurred deafness of both ears and head trouble, caused by the roar of musketry and artillery, and gunshot wound of left leg, for which latter injury he was treated in hospital immediately after the battle...

      

      

      Joseph Bell died on April 8, 1896.

      Berryman, George

      18-year-old George Berryman enlisted in Kent County, Maryland on December 17, 1863, and mustered into the 19th Regiment at Camp Stanton on December 25, 1863. Berryman was reported absent sick from June 5, 1864. The Union Army lost track of Berryman after he was sent to a hospital. His military records after July 1865 say he was Absent Sick, Hospital Unknown. 

      Berryman’s father filed for a survivor’s pension in July 1867 saying that his son George died in January 1867 at Brownsville, Texas. The pension file contains testimony from comrades of Private Berryman supporting his father’s claim. Records do not show the cause of death.

      Boston, Martin

      26-year-old Martin Boston enlisted on December 17, 1863 in Queen Anne's County, Maryland. He mustered into the 19th Regiment on December 25, 1863. During August 1864, Private Boston was temporarily assigned as a guard at the Union Army hospital at City Point, Virginia. He was mustered out of the Army on January 15, 1867 at Brownsville, Texas.

      His pension file shows that he married Mary Waters on April 17, 1869 at New London, Pennsylvania. They had two children, William and Violet. Martin Boston died in 1917.

      Boswell, Nathan

      24-year-old Nathan Boswell was born in Dorchester, Maryland. He mustered into the 19th Regiment on December 17, 1863. Following the Battle of the Crater at Petersburg, Virginia, Boswell was admitted to the Union Army's Hospital for Colored Troops, City Point, Virginia on August 17, 1864. He was then transferred to the Satterlee and Summit House hospitals in Philadelphia where he was treated for a gunshot wound, bronchitis, dyspepsia, and deafness from the firing of heavy artillery at Petersburg. Boswell was mustered out of the Union Army on January 15, 1867 at Brownsville, Texas.

      The pension file contains an affidavit from Frederick Barnes of Company A that Boswell had been treated in the hospital for severe diarrhea, but returned to duty during the siege of Petersburg where:

      
        
        …the heavy artillery firing apparently affected his hearing in addition to his other ailments, causing partial deafness.

      

      

      Nathan Boswell passed away on July 26, 1887.

      Bowyer, Henson

      19-year-old  Henson Bowyer enlisted in Anne Arundel County, Maryland, on May 3, 1864. He mustered into the 19th Regiment at Baltimore, Maryland on May 6, 1864. Private Bowyer mustered out of the Union Army at Brownsville, Texas, on January 15, 1867.

      Brady, Richard

      34-year-old Richard Brady enlisted in Baltimore, Maryland on May 3, 1864, and mustered into the 19th Regiment on May 6, 1864. He mustered out with the rest of the regiment on January 15, 1867 at Brownsville, Texas.

      Brady’s pension file indicates that he:

      
        
        contracted rheumatism and heart disease resulting in vertigo in head. Whilst in line of battle on July 30, 1864 at Petersburg, Va. his eyes were affected from the flashing of the muskets. Also contracted diarrhea and piles from exposure and improper food.

      

      

      Brainard, Emory

      20-year-old Charles Emory Baynard enlisted under the name Emory Brainard in Queen Anne's County, Maryland on November 28, 1863, and mustered into the 19th Regiment at Camp Stanton on December 25, 1863. Brainard was free, not a slave. He mustered out of the Army on January 15, 1867 at Brownsville, Texas.

      Brainard’s pension file contains a deposition by John H. Baynard, who also served in Company A:

      
        
        I am a brother of claimant. I was a free man as was also my brother, and we lived together as boys and enlisted at same time in same company and regiment and was discharged and came home at same time... He was known in the Company as Emory Brainard.

      

      

      Other former comrades testified that Brainard suffered from scurvy and other ailments while in the service. A deposition by John Harris said:

      
        
        We went to Texas early in 1865 and ... he was excused from duty a good deal, and treated in a Company hospital and in his tent. He also had something like scurvy. His gums and mouth became swollen and his limbs swelled.

      

      

      A deposition by Thomas S. Stewart, former Captain of Company A, said:

      
        
        I was Captain of Co. A, 19 USCT, from about the last of 1864 until mustered out in 1867… I knew a Private in my Co. named Emory Brainard... After the close of the war in June 1865 our Corps was sent to Texas along the Rio Grande. It was very warm weather & the water was bad & the whole Regt. was more or less affected by what they called bone fever. It was something like intermittent fever with pain all through one's bones and body. I had a siege of it myself. There was scarcely any of the troops or officers but what were affected by it, more or less. I don't know what the medical term for this fever was.

        He was sent to a General Hospital at Brownsville, Texas. I should say we had been in Texas several months before he was sent to this hospital. I should think he was absent in Hospital some 2 or 3 months…

        He was enrolled under the name of Emory Brainard but claims that his correct name is Charles Emory Bainard.

      

      

      Brainard married Debby A. Burke on August 26, 1871. She was a widow whose former husband was a soldier who had been killed in 1864 during the siege of Petersburg.

      Brainard, John H.

      24-year-old John H. Brainard enlisted under the name John Banard on November 29, 1863 in Queen Anne's County, Maryland. He mustered into the 19th Regiment at Camp Stanton on December 25, 1863.

      Pension records show that while the 19th Regiment was stationed in Texas, Brainard was sick in the post hospital at Brownsville for seven months, from July 1865 through February 1866. He suffered from scurvy, bone fever, rheumatism, and bronchitis.

      Brainard mustered out of the Union Army with the rest of his regiment at Brownsville, Texas on January 15, 1867.

      Brooks, David

      17-year-old David Brooks enlisted on December 9, 1863 in Talbot County, Maryland. He mustered into the 19th Regiment at Camp Stanton on December 25, 1863, and mustered out of the Army with the rest of his regiment on January 15, 1867 at Brownsville, Texas.

      Brooks, George

      42-year-old George Brooks enlisted in Dorchester County, Maryland on December 4, 1863. He mustered into the 19th Regiment on December 25, 1863 at Camp Stanton as a Corporal. Brooks died of wounds received in action at the Battle of the Crater, Petersburg, Virginia, July 30, 1864.

      The pension file shows that Brooks was a married man, survived by his wife Susan. They were married before the war, on August 25, 1853.

      Brooks, James

      20-year-old Charles Jefferson Brooks enlisted under the name James Brooks on November 26, 1863 at Talbot, Maryland, and mustered into the 19th Regiment at Camp Stanton on December 25, 1863.

      In a pension file affidavit, Brooks stated that he was a slave, or bound boy, of Benjamin Tolson on Kent Island, Maryland where he enlisted. Brooks’ military records indicate that he was a slave of William F. Atwell, Huntington, Talbot County, Maryland, who received $300 compensation from the Government for Brooks' enlistment. Brooks said he never knew a man named Atwell.

      Brooks was known as Jeff by his Army buddies. Like many other runaway slaves, Brooks enlisted in the Union Army under a different name, either to hide from his former slaveowner, or because he wanted to shed his slave name, or because the enlisting officer simply wrote it down wrong.

      When Brooks applied for his pension in 1899, thirty-four years after the Civil War ended, he had to prove that he, Charles Jefferson Brooks, was really the same soldier known as James Brooks who had served in the 19th Regiment. Brooks had his photo taken and provided it to the pension examiner who used it to have some of Brooks' former comrades verify his identity. See Photo Gallery.

      Although the photo was of an older Jeff Brooks, his former comrades did recognize him, and he received his pension. The photo also helped distinguish this James Brooks from another James Brooks - James H. Brooks - in the same Company A.

      Brooks’ military records note that he was shot in the right arm while in the trenches in front of Petersburg on June 22, 1864, and sent to the hospital. James Glasgow, former Private, Company A, was shown Brooks’ photo and gave an affidavit which said:

      
        
        Ah! This is Jeff Brooks. Yes, I remember him. He got wounded through the wrist. I do not remember which wrist, but since you speak of him and I have taken a second look at his picture I remember him well. That picture does not look like he looked when I knew him. Jeff got shot one Monday morning. I know the regiment was lying behind the breast works and Jeff was up in the woods on the right of the regiment… I know that we went into those breast works on Sunday night, relieving some other troops, and Jeff was wounded the next morning… We were in front of Bermuda Hundred when Jeff was shot...

      

      

      Sidney Winder, another former Private in Company A said:

      
        
        I served in Company A, 19 USCT...

        Yes, I knew a man named Brooks in my company. If I remember rightly, there were four men of that name in my company... I know this man, who is here present with me now, was in my company – his name is Jeff Brooks.... He was called Jeff Brooks while in the company...

        After we left Benedict we came here to Baltimore – from here to Annapolis – from there we marched to Washington. We laid there two or three days on the roadside the other side of Georgetown, and then marched south...

        We went to Texas, landed at Brazos Island and were at Brownsville...

        Jeff was wounded in the wrist... I was present when he was wounded. It was the first time we went into the breast works in front of Petersburg. The Regiment was on picket at that time. He went to the doctor after he was wounded and the doctor bound it for him.

      

      

      The pension file also contains an affidavit by Brooks himself, which says in part:

      
        
        I was born at Baltimore, Md. and when a boy was bound out to Mr. Ben Tolsen of Kent Island, Md… I was no slave, but bound boy.

        … that while in the service, on picket duty, I received a gun shot wound in right wrist, that I was carried to field hospital and from field hospital was shipped to a hospital in New York, the name of which I do not remember.

        I couldn’t tell how long I stayed at Benedict (Camp Stanton). We had our winter quarters there. I was a Private soldier - didn’t do anything outside of my duties as a soldier - carried my musket from beginning to end. When we left Benedict, in the spring, we came to Baltimore and went into Camp Belger. The 19th Regiment was the only regiment at Benedict while we were there. The 7th Regiment had been there before we were there. Part of the 39th Regiment was there and came with us to Camp Belger…

        When we left Camp Belger we went by boat to Annapolis and from there we marched clear down south… We marched through Washington and camped near Alexandria, but we had no permanent camp - was always on the move until we got to the front. I cannot tell what places we were down there. I know we were down about the Weldon Railroad and Dutch Gap. We were in several skirmishes and I was on picket at Bush Harbor where I was wounded through the right arm near the wrist. Bush Harbor is in the neighborhood of Petersburg. When I was wounded I was standing outside of a picket hole. There were no trenches along there, only holes for the pickets….The ball entered on the outside of the forearm near the wrist, and passed diagonally through the arm between the tendons and the bone. I think I was in the hospital a little over two months.

        We were in the city of Richmond when Lee surrendered.

        I was in the hospital when the mine was exploded July 30, 1864 front of Petersburg… Soon after Lee surrendered we went to Texas. There we were at Brownsville - we moved somewhere else, but I have forgotten the name of the place. When we left Texas we came by boat to Baltimore and were mustered out on Federal Hill.

      

      

      Brooks, James H.

      17-year-old James H. Brooks was a slave who belonged to Henry Hopkins. He enlisted in Queen Anne's County, Maryland on December 8, 1863, and mustered into the 19th Regiment at Camp Stanton on December 25, 1863.

      Brooks' military service enlistment record says he was 20 years old and 5' 1½" tall. In his pension deposition below, he says he was 17 years old and 5' 5" tall at enlistment, so that is what we use here. Brooks served as a hospital guard during July and August 1864 at City Point, Virginia. While serving with the regiment in Texas, Brooks suffered from cholera. He mustered out of the Union Army at Brownsville, Texas on January 15, 1867.

      Brooks’ pension file contains a deposition he made:

      
        
        I always signed my name James H. Brooks. I do not know what the H stands for ...

        From Benedict our regiment went to Baltimore… and went to Annapolis by boat, then marched from there to Virginia – went through Washington. We got in with the rest of the Army at Fairfax Courthouse. We were in the fight in front of Petersburg when the mine was exploded. I cannot tell the name of any other battle or skirmish we were in. We were at Deep Bottom and at Fort Harrison. I do not recall where we were when Lee surrendered, but after the surrender we went to Texas. We were at Brownsville. Boats took us to Texas and brought us back and we were mustered out on Federal Hill, Baltimore.

        ... I was about 17 years old when I enlisted. I am 5'5" in height. I was working on a farm when I enlisted.

        ... After my discharge from the service I came here to Calvert County where I am now and have been here ever since.

        ... I was a slave and belonged to Henry Hopkins. He owned this place where I am now living when I was his slave.

        ... Yes, I knew William F. Atwell. When I was small I belong to to his sister, and after she died I was sold to Henry Hopkins. Atwell lived near here where I live and kept a little store and worked a small lot. He has been dead some years.

      

      

      Brown, Daniel

      23-year-old Daniel Brown was a butcher in Baltimore, Maryland when he enlisted on November 29, 1863. He mustered into the 19th Regiment on December 25, 1863 at Camp Stanton.

      Brown was immediately detailed to the Regimental Commissary as a butcher, and was promoted to Regimental Commissary Sergeant on January 25, 1864. He was reduced back to Private on March 29, 1864 for "improper and unsoldierly conduct," but was later promoted back to Corporal.

      After the war, Brown went with the regiment to Texas, where he again got into trouble. He was reduced to Private again on September 19, 1865 for "misconduct."

      Two months later, a December 8, 1865 court martial charged Brown with drunkenness and manslaughter. It was charged that while he was in the guard house for drunkenness, he shot and killed the sergeant of the guard. The court martial found Brown not guilty of the drunkenness charge, but guilty of the manslaughter charge. He was sentenced to ten years imprisonment, but the court remitted his sentence. He was freed and restored to duty.

      Brown mustered out with the rest of the regiment on January 15, 1867 at Brownsville, Texas.

      Brown, Garrett

      30-year-old Garrett Brown was born and raised in Anne Arundel County, Maryland. He enlisted in the Union Army at Baltimore on May 3, 1864, and mustered into the 19th Regiment on May 6, 1864.

      Shortly after entering on duty, Brown became sick and was sent to McKim's Army Hospital in Baltimore. He received a pass on June 9, 1864 to visit Baltimore for a few hours, but did not return. He was arrested for desertion on September 22, 1864, returned to his regiment, and fined.

      Brown served the rest of his time in the Army with distinction. He was promoted to Corporal on November 1, 1866, and mustered out of the 19th Regiment on January 15, 1867 at Brownsville, Texas.

      Brown’s pension file indicates that he suffered from rheumatism, heart disease, lumbago, kidney disease, and partial loss of eyesight in both eyes. He was married twice. His first wife, Sarah Brown, died several years before he married his second wife, Margaret E. Brown. Margaret Brown was awarded a widow’s pension in 1917.

      Bugbee, Alvin

      32-year-old Alvin N. Bugbee joined the 2nd Wisconsin Volunteers as a Private on April 20, 1861, just a few days after the Civil War started. He was shot in the right thigh at the 1st Battle of Bull Run, Virginia, on July 21, 1861, and then spent five weeks recovering in the General Hospital in Georgetown, Washington, D.C. He was appointed a 2nd Lieutenant in the U.S. Army on November 18, 1863, and mustered into the 19th Regiment on December 20, 1863 at Camp Stanton.

      Bugbee was promoted to 1st Lieutenant on August 16, 1864. He mustered out of the regiment when it was disbanded on January 15, 1867 at Brownsville, Texas. He was then promoted to Captain in the regular Union Army on July 16, 1867 for "meritorious service and bravery in action."

      A pension file affidavit from Captain James H. Rickard, said:

      
        
        I was on duty as Captain in the 19th USCT from March 31, 1864 to March 24, 1866, most of the time with Alvin N. Bugbee, a Lieut. in said regiment. I knew him intimately - knew him to be a brave and courageous soldier, never shirking the most laborious, hazardous, and dangerous situations. I knew that he was lame, and that his lameness was said to proceed from a wound received in the service of the United States previous to his service in this Reg't - that the exposure incident to the service in the Army of the Potomac caused increased lameness and he complained of rheumatism.

        I next met him at Columbus, Ohio in 1888 - saw him in the parade at the encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic & recognized him by his limping gait.

      

      

      An affidavit by Lieutenant John S. Patterson said:

      
        
        I was appointed 2nd Lt. 19 USCT … at Camp Stanton… I found in that Camp, serving as 2nd Lt. of Co. A of my Reg't, Alvin N. Bugbee … From Dec '63 to March '67 when we were paid off in Baltimore, Md., I knew him intimately, better perhaps than any other man in the Reg't. He was a big clumsy sort of fellow, but a very strong and athletic man, and a skilled woodsman, and was early taken notice of by Henry G. Thomas, our Col. who made him Pioneer Officer of the Reg't., in which capacity he was employed in the construction of Quarters, Mess House, Stables etc. for the comfort and convenience of the Col. and F&S. 

        On July 30, '64 he received a severe contusion of right shoulder; it was supposed to have been caused by a piece of shell at the affair of the "Crater." While suffering from that wound he slung some canteens of water over his wounded shoulder and went to the succor of wounded men lying out in the field and under a heavy fire from the enemy...

        We always took a good deal of notice of Bugbee - he was a modest, retiring fellow, but we all loved him, for he was the bravest, most unselfish and uncompromisingly honest man known to any of us. I have seen him but once since we parted in Baltimore and then at the G.A.R. Encampment in Washington, D.C. in 1892, when I was so busy that we had but a few minutes together.

      

      

      Alvin Bugbee is buried at the Riverview (Trenton) Cemetery, Mercer County, New Jersey.

      Campbell, Franklin

      19-year-old Franklin Campbell was a slave in Newport, Charles County, Maryland, when he enlisted on November 26, 1863. He mustered into the 19th Regiment on December 25, 1863, and mustered out of the Union Army at Brownsville, Texas on January 15, 1867.

      After the Civil War ended, Campbell returned to Newport, a rural community adjacent to Allen's Fresh, Maryland. On November 27, 1869, he married 22-year-old Eliza Ann Butler at St. Mary's Catholic Church in Newport, Maryland. Jesuit Father Camilus Vicinanza presided. Eliza's father was her slave owner, Francis Hoskins Edelen.

      Franklin and Ann Campbell had seven children. Before and after the Civil War, Mr. Campbell went by the name George Franklin Campbell. Mr. Campbell lived and worked on his farm in Newport, Maryland except for the three years 1889 to 1892 when he worked for the Government at the Navy Yard in Washington, D.C.

      In Campbell’s pension file, Eliza Campbell said:

      
        
        In explanation of your communication herein returned, asking or requiring me to give the reasons why I, Eliza A. Campbell, widow of Franklin Campbell, in my declaration said that I was married to Franklin Campbell in the winter of 1868, under the name of Elizabeth A. Butler, while the church records say I was married to George F. Campbell, alias Franklin Campbell, on November 27, 1869, under the name of Eliza A. Edelen.

        In the first place, as to my declaration of the date of marriage, 1868, it was the best of my recollection and the date of marriage given by the church records (November 27, 1869) is correct.

        Now, about the name Butler. In the first place, I am an illegitimate child and took the name of my mother who is also illegitimate and took the name of her mother (Butler) while her father was Boarman. I am the child of Francis Hoskins Edelen (my white master before the war) and Ann Butler (a colored woman). It was and is yet the custom for illegitimate children to bear the name of their mother, but the Church at the baptism or christening of illegitimate children always places the child's name as that of its father. Hence, that is why I was Elizabeth A. Edelen. I do make this under oath this 3rd day of October 1910.

        
        Elizabeth A. Campbell (her Mark)

      

      

      Chamberlain, Charles

      18-year-old Charles Chamberlain was a slave prior to the war. He enlisted on December 17, 1863 in Queen Anne's County, Maryland, and was mustered into the 19th Regiment at Camp Stanton on December 25, 1863. Chamberlain served as a guard at the Union Army hospital at City Point, Virginia from August to December 1864.

      In a pension deposition Chamberlain said that he lived in Centerville, Maryland, his occupation was Hack Driver, and that:

      
        
        I was a Private in Co. A 19 USC Infantry from Dec. 1863 to Feby. 1867… I was raised in the country and was a slave before the war. My master was Blauslip Emory. I think his P.O. is Queenstown, Md. I was a stout, healthy man at the date of my enlistment in the army. I had nothing the matter with my eyes and my legs were alright. I was stripped and examined at Benedict at my enlistment and the doctors pronounced me sound.

        On the latter part of June or the first part of July 1864 we were on a forced march from Petersburg, Va. to Fairfax C.H. I was foundered in my legs, principally in my knees. My right one is the worst. I was stove up by the hard marching and was not able to do any duty for 3 months but I remained with the company. My knees swelled up, became stiff and sore, and I could not use them for two weeks at a time. Our camp doctor treated me. I think it was Dr. John Carter. I did not go to the hospital.

        Other than the diseased condition of my legs, caused by the hard marching, I was alright in the summer of 1864. I was detached to cook for the company as I was not able to perform regular duty. There is no time since the war but my legs have not disabled me in working… I could do pretty well the first two or three years after the war, but since then I have been disabled on account of my legs. I have always been stiff in my knee joints since the war.

        At Brownsville, Texas, I was cut in my left side by a comrade names Charles Sherwood through no fault of mine. We were out on inspection drill and on our return we were laughing at Sherwood who had a dirty gun, and he pulled out his pen knife and stuck it in my side, and I was sent to the hospital at Brownsville, Texas with that wound for 2 to 3 months. I have never been able to wear my clothes tight around me since.

      

      

      Chase, William

      33-year-old William Chase was a slave on the farm of George Edelen, Bryantown, Maryland. He enlisted December 4, 1863 at Somerset, Maryland, and mustered into the 19th Regiment at Camp Stanton on December 25, 1863. Chase suffered a rupture lifting a heavy tree while constructing breastworks in front of Richmond. He was given a medical discharge (hernia) on August 17, 1864 from the L’Ouverture Union Army Hospital in Alexandria, Virginia.

      A pension file affidavit by Chase said:

      
        
        He was ruptured in the right groin by excessive labor on an embankment while in expectation of a speedy attack from the rebels. That he cannot specify the exact date of this occurrence but thinks it was about the middle of June 1864. That he still suffers much pain from this injury.

      

      

      Another affidavit testified that Chase was a healthy man before enlistment:

      
        
        Benjamin M. Edelen and Benjamin F. Bowling have known William Chase all their life. Chase was a former slave of the late George Edelen who was the father of Benjamin M. Edelen, and was living on the farm adjoining the one upon which Benjamin F. Bowling was raised & seeing each other nearly every day, and they, Benjamin M. Edelen and Benjamin F. Bowling say upon their oaths that William Chase was a healthy and sound man at the time of his enlistment, that they are aware of the fact that William Chase enlisted in the services of the United States at Benedict in Charles County, State of Maryland.

      

      

      Colbert, Thomas

      23-year-old Thomas Colbert enlisted at Baltimore, Maryland on August 25, 1864, and mustered into the 19th Regiment on August 26, 1864. He was given a medical discharge (undocumented illness) from the Union Army on June 23, 1865.

      Combs, Richard

      20-year-old Richard Combs was born in Fauquier County, Virginia around 1845. He enlisted November 28, 1863 at Worcester, Maryland, and mustered into the 19th Regiment at Camp Stanton on December 25, 1863. Combs was wounded in the right arm by an exploding shell at the Battle of the Crater, Petersburg, Virginia, on July 30, 1864, and spent several months in the Union Army Hospital for Colored Troops, Army of the Potomac, City Point, Virginia. He mustered out at Brownsville, Texas on January 15, 1867.

      After the war, Combs lived in Georgetown, Washington, D.C. working as laborer. In 1883, he enlisted in the African-American 10th Cavalry, which has been popularized in histories of the American West as the Buffalo Soldiers who fought in the Indian wars of the late 19th century. Combs was issued Indian Wars Campaign Badge number 1155 on March 24, 1909.

      In June, July, and August 1898, Combs went with the 10th Cavalry to Cuba where it fought and defeated Spanish troops alongside Teddy Roosevelt’s “Rough Riders” at the battles of Kettle Hill and San Juan Hill.

      Combs retired from the Army on May 18, 1904, and settled in Omaha, Nebraska. He married Pearl Buford on April 20, 1910 in Council Bluffs, Iowa. He was 65. She was 24. He had a stepson and stepdaughter, Samuel and Blanche Gamble. Combs died on March 3, 1911, survived by his wife Pearl. He is buried at Old Fort Crook cemetery, now on Offutt Air Force Base, Omaha, Nebraska.

      Conyer, John

      22-year-old John Conyer enlisted August 26, 1864 at Baltimore, Maryland, and mustered into the 19th Regiment on the same date. While with the regiment  in Texas after the war, Conyer was sick in the post hospital for several months during the summer of 1865. Upon release from the hospital, Conyer was detailed on detached service to the Quartermaster Department in Brownsville. He mustered out of the Army with the rest of the regiment on January 15, 1867 at Brownsville.

      Crowdy, Daniel

      21-year-old Daniel Crowdy enlisted on December 4, 1863 in St. Mary's County, Maryland, and mustered into the 19th Regiment on December 25, 1863. He mustered out of the Union Army on January 15, 1867 at Brownsville, Texas.

      After the Civil War, Mr. Crowdy lived in Baltimore where he married Frances Enzely on January 27, 1874.  She died on August 22, 1892. Mr. Crowdy died shortly after, on December 2, 1892.

      Decker, Westbrook S.

      24-year-old Westbrook Schoonmaker Decker, born April 22, 1839 in Tyre, Seneca Valley, New York, joined the 19th Regiment on November 20, 1863. He led recruiting squads through Somerset County, Maryland during January & February 1863. His military records contain the following February 1, 1865 request for leave:

      
        
        I have the honor to apply for a leave of absence for twenty-five days for the purpose of visiting Seneca County, New York to adjust some important pecuniary business that requires my personal attention. Leaving home suddenly two years and six months ago, I left my business in an unsettled state and not having been able to procure a leave since it has remained in that condition.

      

      

      Decker was promoted to 1st Lieutenant July 1, 1865. He was discharged from the Union Army at Brownsville, Texas in 1865. Decker was married to Katherine Worden for 30 years, from 1867 to 1897, when she died. Decker re-married in 1899 to Sarah Platt. He died on January 16, 1903 in Denver, Colorado.

      Dillahay, Peter

      30-year-old Peter Dillahay was a sailor and a slave of William Collison in Talbot County, Maryland before he enlisted on November 28, 1863 at Camp Belger in Baltimore. He mustered into the 19th Regiment on December 25, 1863 at Camp Stanton.

      In August 1864, immediately after the Battle of the Crater at Petersburg, Virginia, Private Dillahay served as a guard at the Union Army hospital at City Point, Virginia where many of the casualties of the battle had been taken. In January and February 1865, Dillahay served as a company cook. He mustered out on January 15, 1867 at Brownsville, Texas.

      In a 1909 pension file affidavit, Mr. Dillahay, then 86 years old and living in Chestertown, Maryland, said he:

      
        
        …enlisted on December 15, 1863 in Co. A, 19th Reg. USCV infantry and served in said 19th Reg. until Jan, 15/67. He was mustered out of service at Brownsville in Texas and transported to Baltimore and finally discharged at Federal Hill in Baltimore, Md. and paid off Jan 15, 1867, since which time he has been sailing for a livelihood since leaving the Army, and now he is old and unable to do any sort of labor’s work to make a living.

      

      

      Dobson, James

      31-year-old James H. Dobson enlisted December 8, 1863 in Talbot County, Maryland, and mustered into the 19th Regiment on December 25, 1863. During January and February 1864, Dobson was assigned to work with the Provost Marshal at Camp Stanton. After the Battle of the Crater at Petersburg, Virginia, Dobson served as a guard at the Union Army hospital at City Point, Virginia. After the war, while the 19th Regiment was in Texas, Dobson sometimes served as a company cook.

      James Dobson never returned home. He died of cholera while in Texas. His date and place of death are recorded in different records as both October 28, 1866 and November 11, 1866 at Rancho Santa Marie, Texas, and October 30, 1866 at Rancho Barrancas, Texas. He was buried in National Cemetery at Fort Brown in Brownsville, Texas. In 1911, National Cemetery was closed and his remains were moved to Alexandria National Cemetery in Pineville, Louisiana.

      On September 28, 1867 Dobson’s widow Elizabeth Dobson filed a widow’s pension application which said her maiden name was Elizabeth Justice, that she married James Dobson on April 5, 1858 in Easton, Maryland, and that they had two children, Richard, born July 4, 1855, and Theodore, born August 15, 1863.

      Dorham, Elijah

      23-year-old Elijah Dorham (AKA Elijah Darham) was a slave of Juliana Paca of Queen Anne's County, Maryland. Dorham enlisted on December 9, 1863, and mustered into the 19th Regiment at Camp Stanton on December 25, 1863. William B. Paca, the executor of Juliana Paca's estate, was awarded $300 compensation for Elijah Dorham's enlistment.

      Dorham entered a Union Army hospital near Petersburg, Virginia on June 20, 1864, and died soon afterwards of chronic diarrhea. One record says he died on June 28, 1964. Another says he died on July 13, 1864.

      Dorsey, Moses

      20-year-old Moses Dorsey was a slave of John Latimer in Newport, Charles County, Maryland. Military service records show that Latimer applied to the Government for the $300 compensation provided to a loyal slave owner whose slave enlisted, but there is no record that his claim was approved.

      Dorsey enlisted November 24, 1863, and mustered into the 19th Regiment at Camp Stanton on November 26, 1863. During March and April 1864, Dorsey was detailed to recruiting service to help enlist other slaves. Most of his service was spent with the regimental Quartermaster Service. He mustered out of the Union Army at Brownsville, Texas on January 15, 1867.

      Empey, John

      27-year-old John Empey enlisted In Baltimore, Maryland on May 3, 1864. He was  assigned to the 19th Regiment.

      Empey’s military records show that he was wounded by a shell explosion at Petersburg on July 30, 1864, and then treated at several Army hospitals in Pennsylvania, including the Summit House General Hospital, Satterlee Hospital, and the White Hall Army General Hospital. He was discharged from the Army on May 27, 1865 on a surgeon’s certificate of disability, citing:

      
        
        Lameness of his left leg from shell wound received in battle at Petersburg, Va. July 30th 1864.

      

      

      Empey was the victim of a fraud committed by a man named John Spurrier, who had never served in the Union Army, but was able to successfully apply for a pension using John Empey’s name. Spurrier had died by the time Empey himself applied for a pension. An investigation uncovered the prior fraudulent pension obtained by Spurrier, and John Empey was awarded his rightful pension.

      Frazier, Charles

      39-year-old Charles Frazier was a slave of Thomas Ruth of Chestertown, Kent County, Maryland. Ruth received $300 compensation from the Government for Frazier's enlistment.

      Frazier enlisted on December 17, 1863 in Queen Anne's County, Maryland. He mustered into the 19th Regiment on December 25, 1863 as a First Sergeant. Frazier was not only older and more mature than most other recruits, but he could also read and write. Unfortunately, Sergeant Frazier was accidentally shot in the head by another soldier and, when he could no longer perform the duties of First Sergeant, was reduced to Corporal on February 13, 1864.

      In a pension file affidavit, Frazier said:

      
        
        In the Spring of 1864 while at Benedict, Maryland, a detail from Company A and Company C of 19th Reg. was sent to Newtown on the Pocomoke River, Maryland under Captain Noes to recruit, and one of the members of Company C, James Mitchell, while loading his pistol, it accidentally went off and shot me in the back of my head. I was Orderly Sergeant at the time and the wound so affected me I was put down in the rank. It so affected my brain it seemed to craze me. I was off of duty a considerable time.

      

      

      In another pension file affidavit, Frederick Nichols, formerly in Company E, 19th Regiment said:

      
        
        I, Frederick Nichols, knew Charles E. Frazier, the claimant, before he enlisted. He was enrolled in the same regiment I was in.

        He was a very bright & healthy man. He could read and write and was made Sergeant of the Co. While we were at Benedict, Maryland he was sent out with a recruiting squad & was accidentally shot by one of his comrades. I saw the wound, which was just behind the left ear. He was not sent to hospital. He was afterwards sent to the hospital at Benedict and when he returned his head was so much affected that he lost his place as Sergeant, not being able to hear and comprehend the commands.

      

      

      In September 1865, while the regiment was in Texas, Frazier was reduced in rank to Private and served as a company cook. He was mustered out with the rest of the regiment on January 15, 1867 in Brownsville, Texas.

      After the Civil War, Mr. Frazier lived in Centerville, Queen Anne's County, Maryland, where he died on June 17, 1910.

      Gaylor, Charles

      24-year-old James Gaylor, originally from Beaufort, North Carolina, worked with the Army Quartermaster Corps in Baltimore as a civilian. In the summer of 1863, while watching Union Army soldiers marching through Baltimore, Gaylor was hit in the left knee by a bullet fired by a gunman in the crowd:

      In an 1896 pension file affidavit, Gaylor said:

      
        
        … the wound of left knee I received while following the Army and working for the Quartermaster Department at $1.00 a day. I got that wounded knee on Pratt Street near Jones Fall Bridge while the Army was passing along the street on their way to Camden Station, and the shot was fired by someone on the sidewalk, but that happened six months before I ever enlisted.

      

      

      Gaylor enlisted on November 23, 1863 at Worcester, Maryland, and mustered into  the 19th Regiment on December 25, 1863 at Camp Stanton. He worked as a Regimental Hospital Nurse where he came into contact with soldiers suffering from various contagious diseases. When he fell ill himself, he was sent to McKim’s Army Hospital in Baltimore where he was diagnosed with smallpox. On April 9, 1864, Gaylor was sent to the U.S. Marine Hospital in Annapolis where smallpox victims were quarantined until they recovered. 

      In July 1864, Gaylor rejoined his regiment in time to participate in the Battle of the Crater outside Petersburg, Virginia. During the attack on the Confederate position, Gaylor's left wrist was injured by an exploding shell. His affidavit said:

      
        
        I got that wound at the mine explosion in front of Petersburg, Virginia in 1864. I forget the day and month. The whole regiment was charging the Fort and just as I was trying to get out of the ditch while both sides were shelling, I remember a shell bursting up in the air and about that time I felt something strike me on the left wrist and was knocked down but not senseless. And I immediately got up and and went on with the rest of the company in the charge until it was over, and at the time my wrist was bleeding and cut nearly down to the bone, and had no feeling in it, and has not had much feeling in it since. I have never been able to straighten that hand out since, and prevents me from doing heavy work and lifting.

        After the charge I went back to camp and I think Dr. Ransom, one of the regimental surgeons, sewed my wrist up and I remained in tent for about a week and then I was sent to City Point Hospital where I stayed for five or six weeks till the wound healed up.

      

      

      When the regiment deployed to Texas, Gaylor served at the Post Hospital in Brownsville, Texas. He mustered out with the rest of the regiment on January 15, 1867 at Brownsville.

      Gibbons, Isaac

      19-year-old Isaac Gibbons was a slave of James Gibbons in Accomac, Virginia when he enlisted with a Union Army recruiting squad on November 26, 1863. He was taken to Camp Stanton where he mustered into the 19th Regiment on December 25, 1863.

      Gibbons contracted smallpox in the camp and spent March and April 1864 in a smallpox hospital in Annapolis, Maryland. After recovering, he returned to his regiment at Petersburg, Virginia.

      Gibbons served as a guard at the Army hospital in City Point, Virginia during the late summer and fall of 1864. He was with the regiment in Texas, mustered out with it at Brownsville, Texas on January 15, 1867.

      After the war, Mr. Gibbons returned to Accomac, Virginia, took his father's name, Samuel Justice, and worked as a mail carrier.

      Glasgow, James

      25-year-old James Glasgow, aka Glascow, Glascoe, and Glasco, from Aquasco, Prince George's County, Maryland, enlisted on November 28, 1863, and mustered into the 19th Regiment on December 25, 1863 at Camp Stanton.

      Glasgow immediately impressed the military authorities. He mustered in as a Corporal, and was promoted to Sergeant just seven months later, on June 24, 1864. He was with the regiment throughout its existence, mustering out on January 15, 1867 in Brownsville, Texas.

      After his discharge from the Army, Sergeant Glasgow lived in Woodville, Maryland until 1873, when he moved to Washington, D.C. His wife Ellen Glasgow died on February 14, 1912. Sergeant Glasgow died on February 18, 1915.

      Goldsboro, Isaac

      18-year-old Isaac Goldsboro, born in Queenstown, Maryland, enlisted on December 8, 1863 and mustered into the 19th Regiment at Camp Stanton on December 25, 1863. He was sick in the regimental hospital at City Point, Virginia from June to November 1864. A note in his military records says:

      
        
        Sir:

        I send you a prisoner for safe keeping who this morning threatened the life of the officer of the day and others. The prisoner is Issac Goldsboro, Co. A, 19th U.S.C. Troops. Charges will be preferred.

      

      

      The note was signed by the surgeon in charge of the City Point hospital. However, there is no record of any further action being taken. Goldsboro mustered out of the Army on January 15, 1867 in Brownsville, Texas with the rest of his regiment.

      Green, George

      34-year-old George Green enlisted on November 26, 1863 in Somerset County, Maryland, and mustered into the 19th Regiment as a Corporal on December 25, 1863 at Camp Stanton. When the rest of the regiment left in April 1864 for the battlefield in Virginia, Green was assigned to work with the recruiting service in Baltimore.

      When the war ended a year later, Green rejoined his regiment as it was transferred to Texas. He was taken sick in July 1865 and died in the Post Hospital in Brownsville, Texas on November 13, 1865 from chronic diarrhea. He was buried in National Cemetery at Fort Brown in Brownsville, Texas. In 1911, National Cemetery was closed and the remains of George Green and the other 19th Regiment soldiers buried there were moved to Alexandria National Cemetery in Pineville, Louisiana.

      Grubb, Frank

      21-year-old 2nd Lieutenant Frank M. Grubb, from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, mustered into the 19th Regiment near Petersburg, Virginia on August 18, 1864. He was assigned to command the guards at the Union Army Hospital for Colored Troops at City Point, Virginia. While there, he contracted malaria and was honorably discharged on account of physical disability (malaria) on March 18, 1865.

      Haith, George

      16-year-old George Haith from Queen Anne's County, Maryland, enlisted on December 9, 1863. He mustered into the 19th Regiment on December 25, 1863 at Camp Stanton.

      Haith served with the 19th Regiment throughout the war, and went with it to Texas afterwards. He mustered out on January 15, 1867 at Brownsville, Texas.

      Hall, Abram

      19-year-old Abram Hall was born in Baltimore and was a slave in Queen Anne's County when he enlisted on December 17, 1863. He mustered into the 19th Regiment on December 25, 1863 at Camp Stanton.

      Hall was apparently injured at the Battle of the Crater outside Petersburg, Virginia on July 30, 1864 since he was absent sick in the hospital for two months after that battle.

      He was granted a sixty day furlough in early 1866, and discharged on March 20, 1866 in Baltimore without returning to his regiment. His service records do not indicate the reason for the furlough or the discharge.

      Hall, George W.

      18-year-old George W. Hall enlisted in Calvert County, Maryland on December 9, 1863, and mustered into the 19th Regiment on December 25, 1863 at Camp Stanton. During part of his time with the regiment, Hall was on detached service as a hospital guard at the Army hospital in City Point, Virginia. He also worked with the Army Quartermaster Department in both Virginia and Texas.

      Hall mustered out with the rest of his regiment on January 15, 1867 in Brownsville, Texas.

      Handy, Alfred

      24-year-old Alfred Handy was a sailor from Worcester, Maryland before enlisting on November 28, 1863. He mustered into the 19th Regiment on December 25, 1863 at Camp Stanton.

      Handy was assigned to work as a nurse in the regimental hospital at Camp Stanton, where he was exposed to a number of communicable diseases. He fell sick and was transferred to McKim's Army Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland, where he died on March 27, 1864 of acute rheumatism.

      Handy, James

      26-year-old James Handy was a sailor before he enlisted on November 28, 1863 in Worcester County, Maryland. He mustered into the 19th Regiment as a Sergeant on December 25, 1863. He became sick almost immediately and was hospitalized. Unable to perform his duties as a Sergeant, Handy was reduced in rank.

      Handy served as a hospital guard at the Army's City Point Hospital after the battle of the Crater at Petersburg, Virginia. With the regiment in Texas after the war, Handy suffered from malaria and rheumatism. He mustered out of the regiment on January 15, 1867 at Brownsville, Texas.

      Harris, John

      24-year-old John Harris from Talbot County, Maryland enlisted on December 8, 1863. He mustered into the 19th Regiment on December 25, 1863 at Camp Stanton. Harris was promoted to Corporal on June 24, 1864. Following the Battle of the Crater near Petersburg, Virginia on July 30, 1864, Corporal Harris was assigned as a guard at the Army Hospital at City Point, Virginia.

      When the regiment was transferred to Texas after the war, Harris worked in the regimental Quartermaster Department. In January 1866, Corporal Harris was sent to Washington in charge of prisoners. He was mustered out of the regiment on January 15, 1867 in Brownsville, Texas.

      After returning home, Harris settled in Royal Oak, Talbot County, Maryland, where  he married Mary Jane Chase on January 29, 1969, and worked as a gardener and store keeper.

      Haskins, William

      28-year-old William Haskins and Laura Adams were both slaves when they were married at St. Michael's, Talbot County, Maryland in June 1862. Haskins was a slave of Dorothy Feddeman. After Haskins enlisted in the Army on December 17, 1863, Feddeman received $300 compensation from the Union Government.

      Haskins mustered into the 19th Regiment on December 25, 1863. He was the cook for Company A during his time in the Army. He mustered out on January 15, 1867 at Brownsville, Texas.

      Haskins returned home to his wife at St. Michaels after his discharge, and lived there until he died on January 2, 1888, survived by his wife.

      Hazleton, Jerry

      18-year-old Jerry Hazleton enlisted in Queen Anne's County on December 9, 1863, and mustered into the 19th Regiment on December 25, 1863, at Camp Stanton.

      While with his regiment in the trenches before Petersburg, Virginia during the summer of 1864, Private Hazleton became ill, as described by a fellow soldier, Thomas Smallwood, in a pension affidavit for Mr. Hazleton's widow, Margaret:

      
        
        I know that the soldier Jerry Hazleton while in Co. A 19 USCT near Petersburg, Virginia in the summer of 1864 incurred a bad cough, cold, and lung affection which continually grew worse and never recovered from it the whole time we were together.

      

      

      Hazleton continued to serve with his regiment until it was disbanded on January 15, 1867 at Brownsville, Texas. After discharge, he settled in Baltimore, Maryland. He never fully regained his health, dying at a young age on
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