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​CHAPTER ONE:

​WHO IS DEAN WHIZZ, ALIAS “WHIZ”?
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My name is Dean Whizz but my friends call me “Whiz” because I like to spend all my free-time in my laboratory on the top floor of my parent's house.  I have recently turned eighteen and my friends and I are what people in the U.K. call “Sixth Formers” at Sixth-Form College” which just means the year after finishing our Fifth Year in Secondary School. But technically, we are Seventh-Formers as we are in the second year of College. North-Americans call it “High-School” as opposed to what they call “University” namely “College”; but for us Brits Sixth-Form College means the years between Secondary School and University. 
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Sometimes, my friends ask me what I do in my laboratory as they are intrigued if I am not there trying to resurrect a new A.I. Frankenstein. I told them that I was constructing a new kind of elevator that didn’t just go up and down in our normal boring way, but could go in any direction, for example, here is one of my classmates, Tommy, asking me,

––––––––
[image: ]


“So Whiz, what are you up to in your lab?”
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“Well,..”, I say, thinking deeply so as to not give too much of my research away, “ ..I am making a new elevator which can go North, South, East or West - in fact - any direction you want it! They are the next generation of flying machines - called “quantum elevators” - I have dubbed my first “Quantumvator”.
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“COOOOOOOOL”, Tommy replied. “When can I see it?”
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“Well, it's still in the construction phase but I am actually putting the finishing touches to it.”
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“WOW! If I had such an elevator, I would use it to get to school in the mornings - it beats my apartment elevator - and would certainly beat ol’ Sebastian Upperton - I will enjoy watching Sebastion get beaten to school, as I flashed by him in my ‘SUPER-ELEVATOR’!” That would teach ol'Seb as every morning he skims past yelling, “GERONIMO!” in my ear-shot to show off his brand new high-tech scooter.”
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“Hmmn...!” I said, “..that wasn't my original intention but it's just a bonus!” I replied.
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Tommy exclaimed, “Wow your elevator would be not just one-up-manship but a million-up-manships on ol’ Seb! I CAN'T WAIT!”
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Tommy thought some more, “Whiz, after you have constructed your elevator what's it called...”
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“QUANTUMVATOR..!” I replied. “..It's a new breed of elevators called quantum-elevators  - my first one I have dubbed ‘Quantumvator’.” 
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“I see! COOL! I wouldn't mind owning one myself to get to school and get one-up on Seb!’ Tommy exclaimed with excitement in his voice. “...Would you be up to selling me Quasimodo?”
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“Quantumvator!” I replied, a little miffed. “Well, not in the immediate future, but you never know about afterward - anyway Quantumvator, or “Q” for short is my first - as it were - ‘baby’ but for his offspring, there might be a market!  I have to fully test Q first! You know these quantum elevators cannot be compared with these electro-scooters - when you have a metal box hurtling through space-time at speeds more than one percent the speed of light, they are more lethal than bullets - I have to be careful - I wouldn’t want a terrible accident and end up having Q or these quantum elevators getting banned, or worse, me being put in prison! I have to fully test them by launching them into space-time at speeds competing with the speed of light. I would have to go at speeds at least 86% the speed of light because at such speeds I am hurtling through so much space, my time will be reduced to half its normal speed. So 86% is what I am aiming to travel at, at least, because, otherwise, I cannot cut my time-passage by at least half. Which would mean after going on a round trip at 86% the speed of light for five years, when I returned to the bosom of my loved-ones, they would all have aged ten years - including Troy my twin-brother - while I would have aged only five years. How cool and shockingly monstrous is that eh, Tommy!?” I exclaimed.

––––––––
[image: ]


“What?...WAIT!” Tommy grabbed my arm to arrest me as he was reeling in shock. “DEAN WHIZZ! ARE YOU TELLING ME  THAT YOU CAN SLOW DOWN YOUR TIME IN THIS QUANTUM ELEVATOR OF YOURS?”
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I replied, “Yes!  When travelling in ‘Quantumvator’, in space at half-the-speed-of-light, it will make your family's time on Earth speed up!..” I explained, “..And not just your family's time but the entire Earth's time speed up - but remember  - only relative to you in your starship - remember, this is one of the Laws of Special Relativity, the Law of Time-Dilation that says, you can slow down your speed in your starship while speeding up the Earth's speed of your loved-ones; but only relative or in relationship to you - which means they won't notice any difference in their passage of space-time - you and your loved-ones will only notice how young you look while you will notice they have more wrinkles, probably!” I explained.
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I turned around to my blackboard hanging on my lab wall where I usually write down my equations I am working on, “Tommy, look at this equation which explains the concept of time-dilation in a nut-shell.”

​The equation says,

​

​Your Passage through time

+  ​ 

​Your Passage through space

​=

​The speed of light.
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I explained more, “What this equation says is that both those amounts or numbers must always combine to equal the speed of light which is about 300,0000 kilometers per second.  So it follows that if you travel more space than time, then your time will automatically slow down compared with your space progression, to compensate or accommodate the more space you have travelled in. Since, the more space you travel in space, it means the less your time passes - i.e. your time will reduce and get slower and slower until at the speed of light, your time stands still! For example, if you were travelling at 99.9% the speed of light, a one-year trip would result in approximately 7 years passing on Earth for your loved-ones waiting for you. That means if Quantumvator reaches 99.9999999 the speed of light then every second that passes on Quantumvator, 22360.68 seconds will pass on Earth which is a little over 6 hours!”
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“WOW..!” Exclaimed Tommy. “..Amazing but I didn't know that!”
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“Imagine that Tommy: for every second in our space-time elevator, around 6 hours would have passed on Earth!” I exclaimed. 
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Really?... Replied Tommy. “...I didn't know that - they didn't  teach us that in our Physics Class here at school.”
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“Yes..!” I replied, “.. I know its hard for us humans to grasp such a concept of time being actually time-space, or “space-time” as Einstein referred to it, because us humans all live our daily lives for decades of time as in time only, because we don't go at any speed even over 0.00000001% the speed of light, even the fastest us human's craft have been able to proceed at is still meandering at under one percent the speed of light which is a colossal 350,0000 per hour! No! you probably never thought of such a concept because us humans have only managed under one % the speed of light.”
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“Whiz...,!” Asked Tommy but his tone became really serious ..

“..Are you sure you haven't got a few screws loose on your Quantumvator, not to mention your muscle which connects your brain with your neck? Are you saying that your Super-elevator, your Quasi-modo,...”
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“QUANTUMVATOR!” I corrected him again - again, slightly miffed that Quantumvator's name still hadn't still stuck in his brain.
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“Yes, are you saying that Quantumvator can go faster than the fastest vessel or spacecraft mankind has managed to launch at over 394,736 miles per hour, i.e. 635,266 kilometers per hour?”
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“Yes!” I replied.

That was most of our conversation in the school Cafeteria in our lunchbreak.
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Later, in our afternoon class of our so-called Physics Class which was most unchallenging to me,

when the rest of my classmates got wind of the fact that I was building a space-time elevator, which, to them, was mere fiction as they responded by saying to their other friends, for example, “Hey, Jake, have you heard about Whiz - he's building a Space-Elevator?”
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I was building a space-elevator, to them - they couldn't get their Fourth-Dimensional heads around the concept that our Universe works in space-time when their intuitions can only think of “time” as time not the reality of space-time which Einstein described it as, run by the Laws of Special Relativity and General Relativity.
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Even our Physics Teacher, Mr. Baxter, when he got wind of my new invention later in the afternoon, said to me in our class, when he was walking around us students, peering into our Physics Book Notebook.
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“Dean Whiz,..!” He called me as he looked sternly down his spectacles. “..I heard that you are apparently trying to build a spaceship that can proceed and exceed the speed of light?” 
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“Actually, it's a new kind of elevator that doesn’t just go up and down but in any direction!” I replied.
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“Don't you remember what I told you: nothing in our Universe can break the speed of light just under 300,000 km per second.” Mr. Baxter said, visibly irritated at what he perceived as academic ignorance.
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“But Sir!” I said. “I believe I can by extracting the speed of light properties in the subatomic quantum world of an atom.”
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Mr. Baxter quipped back, “It's a nice dream, but I'm afraid that's where it will stay - in your dreams!” stated Mr. Baxter, forcefully.
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“Well, the proof will be in the pudding!” I answered Mr. Baxter.
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Baxter looked down at his spectacles, more sternly, “I think, Boy, rather than pudding, you might have more egg on your face!”
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“But, Sir, when those scientist in the Manhattan Project split the nucleus of an atom, they were able to make it exceed the speed of light to produce the plutonium bomb; because at the subatomic level, quantum wave-particles can break all our laws of our Universe since they are operating under a different set of rules - the Quantum World!” I stated.
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“NO! YOU ARE MISTAKEN, BOY, DON'T YOU REMEMBER ME TELLING YOU THAT IT'S IMPOSSIBLE TO PROCEED AT THE SPEED OF LIGHT, LET ALONE EXCEED IT - YOU ARE MISTAKEN DEAN WHIZZ, MY BOY! YOU CANNOT BREAK THE SPEED LIMIT OF OUR UNIVERSE” Mr. Baxter said forcefully.
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I answered, “But you can in the sub-universe. Sir, the operative word you used
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