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SOMETIMES IN THE WAVES of change we find our true direction.

Olivia is set on living her own life, finding new adventures, and seeing the world. She doesn’t need anyone—not Thomas, or anyone else. She’s learned from her mistakes in the past and she’s serious about looking to the future. When Julie comes to visit and invites her on a Mediterranean cruise, Olivia closes her eyes and jumps at the opportunity. 

Thomas is carrying on with his life, too. He’s still in love with Olivia but he can’t hold onto her forever if she’s not interested in a relationship. Instead, he focuses on expanding his business internationally. He starts a partnership with a Spanish beauty who offers him a new cruise line idea he can’t refuse. 

By a bizarre twist of fate, the two of them end up on the same cruise ship. Again. It’s as if the gods of love are playing a crazy game. The partner Thomas has aligned with is trouble. She’ll do anything to make Thomas her own. 

Maybe it’s not meant to be after all. Maybe fate has other plans. Or maybe, just maybe, love on the sea is where they’ll find each other.
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I’VE LEARNED A LOT over the past year. I’ve learned that if I wanted something to happen, I had to make it happen myself. And I learned to be okay with who I am. Whatever that meant, whoever that may be. 

It had taken me a while to get over Thomas and to start looking forward again, to start living my life as if I had nothing to lose. After everything had gone balls-up on the cruise, after Hannah had nearly turned my life into a living hell, I had realized that Hannah hadn’t done that at all. 

Sure, she had brought back memories of a life I had wanted to forget. And she had made me fear the person I had been because I had been so ashamed of that person. To the point where I hadn’t wanted anyone to find out about it. And because of it, I had lost the one person I’d really cared about. 

Everything was different now. I wasn’t ashamed of my past anymore. Because I’d realized that I wasn’t that person. I had chosen to walk away, and because of it, that person didn’t exist anymore. It had taken me a long time to realize how it worked—I was in charge and my past didn’t matter if I didn’t let it. 

In fact, it was all a little late. I had already lost Thomas when I’d realized it. 

But it had set me at peace when it came to Hannah and what she had done to me. Both when we were kids, and now with Thomas’s cruise. In the end, it had all been my own decision. And no matter what anyone else said, if I was okay with something, if I decided to not let it affect me, it didn’t matter what someone else had done. Or what someone else thought of me. 

All that matter was what I thought of myself. 

I was on a journey of self-discovery. I was on a journey of empowerment. I was ready to look out for myself, to do what I needed to do, and I was going to keep doing it until I found my own happiness. That was what it was all about. It was my new motto in life. 

I hadn’t heard from Hannah again. Not since I had put her in her place at the dock a year ago. I didn’t know where she was now, what had become of her. And I didn’t care. 

I had heard from Thomas a few times since then. I had made it clear I wasn’t going to date him, but he checked in from time to time to make sure I was okay. It was sweet of him. 

Did he hope it would bring us back together? I wasn’t sure. But he never pushed for anything, and I appreciated that. Our little talks had also become fewer and fewer as we had gone on. It had been months since our last phone call. 

And I didn’t care about it that much. It didn’t bother me as much as it should have. It made me wonder if what we’d had was real, if it had really been love? But it was difficult to say. We hadn’t had as much time together as we should have had. As we could have had. 

And maybe that was for the better.

What I needed was to start living my own life.

And that was exactly what I was going to start doing. 

I didn’t want to live in my careful, safe, little bubble anymore. But I wasn’t going to jump headlong into the unknown either. I had learned from both, and it was safe to say that I understood how to find some middle ground. Baby steps was the key here. 

And since I didn’t have a lot of funds, it wasn’t awfully hard to take things slow. I was extremely limited by my income. I didn’t earn too badly—I had worked myself up in my company for a while now. It paid to stay in the same job for a while. But after I had paid all my bills, I had very little left to save. 

So, it took me a while to get to any kind of a savings goal. 

I had plans, though. I wanted to explore the world a little more—go on cruises, vacations, adventures. Find new cultures, new food, new music. I wanted to live while I still could, I wanted to do something before it was too late. 

To make it happen, I’d started working late, staying in the office long after everyone else left, putting in extra hours. I was in a position where I was paid for extra work and it made a difference. Even though it meant I was exhausted after work, even though I had to be sure that I didn’t burn out. 

But I had nothing and no one to go home to after work, no one waiting for me. So, while I was single and able to do my own thing, I used the opportunity to do what I needed to do. 

On Thursday evening, the office was quiet. People tended to leave earlier and earlier the closer it got to the weekend, and I had been alone since well before it was time to knock off. But I had a lot I still wanted to achieve. 

I rubbed my eyes and looked out of the window. I had been bumped up to a different cubicle—a lot more like an office, actually, and I had views of the city now. Not to mention a raise, which helped a lot. Working hard offered more rewards than just having more money to save at the end of every month. 

It was already dark outside, the city lights flickering on as the sun shrank farther away from the horizon and taking away all the natural light. A trail of car lights snaked through the city, rush hour coming to an end. 

I was going to leave soon too. There was more work I wanted to do, but I was getting tired and it was getting harder and harder to focus. I had done it before, where I’d overworked myself to the point where I couldn’t think, and I had realized that if I did it, the next day would be a write off. 

So, I would go home soon, even though I had work left, so that I could do more again tomorrow. 

Before I logged off and powered down my computer, I checked my bank account. I pulled up my savings statements and looked at the numbers. 

At this rate, I was going to be able to go on some kind of trip soon. I wanted to do something special, but I didn’t know what yet. 

The idea excited me. At first, I had been nervous about going out into the world. I had been scared of anything new, anything different. But I had won that first cruise ticket and giving it up would have been a crime. So, I’d gone on that cruise. I’d met friends, I’d fallen in love. 

It had opened my eyes to the possibilities if I was willing to step outside of my comfort zone. 

Now, I was willing to try again. I was ready to go on my next adventure. Albeit a little more carefully. I wasn’t going to get hurt again like I had before. I was going to create new memories and I was going to guard myself at the same time. The perfect combination between the person my parents raised—terrified of anything new—and the person I had tried to be after my first cruise. 

Thinking about the first cruise made me think about Thomas again. When I had met him, I’d had no idea who he was, or what my life would be like when I started dating him. He was filthy rich, and it had changed the way we had done everything. Even though he had always hated the idea of his money defining him, it had in a sense ruled his world. Because he didn’t know how else to live.

It had changed a lot of things in my world too. For a while, living in the lap of luxury had been great. What I had really enjoyed, above all the niceties, was Thomas himself. He was a great guy and we had gotten along so well. 

There were times I missed him. I had to be honest about that. Even though I was sure I had made the right choice to not date him anymore, to not try again after what had happened with Hannah. But it was times like tonight, when I knew I would go to my apartment alone, and it would be dark and empty. 

Which didn’t make sense at all, since I had always lived alone, Thomas had never been there to welcome me home. Not unless he had come to visit from LA, and in those times, I hadn’t come home from the office after work anyway. 

But it was the concept of having someone, of the house not being so lonely. Maybe that was what I missed, more than I missed him. 

When I thought about it, though, even just a little, I knew it wasn’t true. I did miss him as a person too. He had been perfectly happy with every inch of me just as I was. And I had been comfortable around him, easy to just be. 

My thoughts drifted back to the time we had met, how it had felt. I loved being in love. And that made me sad, knowing what I had missed. 

So, to distract myself, I Googled a couple of travel websites and started looking around. I opened brochures and I clicked on site suggestions so that I could get an idea of what I wanted to do next. On my next adventure, away from everything that had happened before. 

I wasn’t sure I wanted to do another cruise. There were quite a few options, and some very affordable. But I was worried that this feeling of sorrow would only intensify if I went on another cruise. After the first two cruises—both with Thomas—had ended in such heartbreak, maybe it was a good idea to look at something else. I didn’t want to be reminded constantly of my failed relationship when I was supposed to go out there and have fun. 

Then again, cruises were so much fun. And maybe, if I did it again, just me this time, it would be different. I could overwrite the awful memories and just retain the good. 

Maybe.

I powered down my computer, packed up my things, and headed out of the office. I greeted the doorman in the lobby, who was keeping things open for people like me, and I stepped out into the street. The cars had died down considerably, only a few cars coming past now. I would be home in no time. Avoiding peak hour traffic always paid off. 

The night air was cool and I shivered, pulling my cardigan tighter around my waist before I hurried to my car.
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Thomas
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“LEO, IT’S GOOD TO SEE you,” I said, opening my office door for my financial advisor. Leonard Gaines had been with me from the start. He was a short, thin man with horn-rimmed glasses and dark hair that he combed back as if he had escaped from the fifties. He wore tweed suits and his manner suggested he was much older than his age. He wasn’t your mainstream type of guy, but if there was anyone as invested as where I went with my money as I was, it was him. He made a lot of cash out of my investments, of course. 

But everything in this life was about money, and as long as he and I understood each other, I was happy with our working relationship. It paid to stick to the same people over the years and not to jump around from one to the next. 

“How are you doing, Thomas?” Leo asked. “You’ve been working hard.” 

I nodded. “It’s the way to go, I don’t make all this money sitting on my ass.” 

“That’s not entirely true,” Leo pointed out. 

We both laughed. I did make a lot of money sitting on my ass. That was the point of investments and passive income and all that. Which I had more than enough of. 

Leo sat down in the armchair that faced my desk, pulled out his laptop, and powered it up while he talked. 

“It’s the season for making
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