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      This book is dedicated first and foremost to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Chief Shepherd, the faithful Saviour, and the eternal King, whose Word is truth, whose gospel is power, and whose call to the ministry is holy beyond measure.

      To every preacher who has stood behind a pulpit with a burdened heart, a trembling voice, a wounded spirit, and a burning desire to please God more than men, this book is dedicated to you. May you never forget that the battle is real, the truth is worth defending, the flock is worth feeding, the gospel is worth preaching, and the crown is worth pursuing.

      To the faithful pastors, evangelists, missionaries, and Bible teachers who have refused to quit when the road grew lonely, the criticism grew loud, and the burdens grew heavy, may these pages remind you that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.

      To the next generation of preachers, may you take the Book seriously, preach Christ boldly, endure hardness faithfully, fight error courageously, love souls tenderly, and finish your course with joy.

      May every page point the servant of God back to this sacred charge:

      

      “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering and doctrine.” 2 Timothy 4:2

    

  


  
    
      
        
        “The preacher’s calling is not to entertain the age, soften the truth, or flee the battle, but to stand with the Book in his hand, Christ in his heart, souls on his mind, and eternity in his view.”
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      The work of the preacher has never been light, casual, or convenient. It is a holy calling laid upon a man by the God of Heaven, carried out before the eyes of the Lord, and measured not by applause, popularity, or ease, but by faithfulness to the Word of God. In every generation, the preacher stands between truth and error, between the flock and danger, between eternity and the souls of men.

      The Preacher’s Battle Plan – Twelve Biblical Duties For Fighting Error, Feeding Saints, and Finishing Strong is written for men who understand that ministry is not a stage, a career, or a comfortable religious occupation. It is a battlefield. The preacher must love the truth enough to defend it, love the saints enough to feed them, love sinners enough to warn them, and love Christ enough to endure whatever hardship comes with the call.

      The book of 2 Timothy gives a sobering charge to the servant of God. Paul writes as a seasoned soldier nearing the finish line, speaking to Timothy with urgency, tenderness, doctrine, and fire. He does not tell him to chase trends, soften the message, entertain the crowd, or measure success by the approval of men. He charges him to commit truth, endure hardness, study faithfully, shun profane babblings, flee youthful lusts, preach the Word, do the work of an evangelist, and finish strong.

      This book calls preachers back to that same sacred responsibility. It reminds the man of God that the pulpit is not a place for performance, but proclamation. The church is not a crowd to be pleased, but a flock to be fed. Error is not a minor inconvenience, but a spiritual danger to be exposed. Souls are not statistics, but eternal beings who need the gospel of Jesus Christ.

      These pages are both a warning and an encouragement. They warn against compromise, weariness, distraction, fear of man, and the subtle temptation to trade conviction for comfort. They also encourage the faithful preacher to remember that his labour is not forgotten, his tears are not wasted, his battles are not unseen, and his reward is not uncertain.

      May every pastor, evangelist, missionary, Bible teacher, and preacher in training read this book with an open Bible and a surrendered heart. May it stir holy courage in discouraged men, renew fire in weary men, and strengthen conviction in faithful men.

      The battle is real, but the Captain is worthy. The road is hard, but the crown is promised. The charge is weighty, but the grace of God is sufficient.
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      The preacher is not called to decorate the age, entertain the crowd, or echo the spirit of the times. He is called to stand in the pulpit as a watchman, a steward, a soldier, and a servant of Jesus Christ. In a day when error is often polished, compromise is often praised, and conviction is often condemned, the man of God must know his orders. He cannot afford to drift. He cannot afford to sleep. He cannot afford to fight the wrong battles while souls perish, saints weaken, and truth is traded for applause.

      

      The Preacher’s Battle Plan was written for every preacher who feels the weight of the call and the warfare that comes with it. The ministry is not a playground for ambition; it is a battlefield for truth. Paul’s charge to Timothy was not soft, shallow, or sentimental. It was urgent, holy, and serious. He commanded him to endure hardness, rightly divide the word of truth, flee youthful lusts, preach the word, reprove, rebuke, exhort, and finish his course with faithfulness. Those same duties still stand before every God-called preacher today.

      

      This book walks through twelve biblical duties from 2 Timothy that form a battle plan for the preacher’s life and ministry. These truths will challenge the heart, sharpen the conscience, strengthen the hands, and remind the preacher that his labor is not in vain in the Lord. Error must be fought. Saints must be fed. The gospel must be guarded. The ministry must be finished strong. The question is not whether the battle is real, but whether the preacher will be ready. May God raise up men who will not retreat, not compromise, and not quit until the Captain calls them home.
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      A preacher does not step into the ministry as a man entering a quiet profession, but as a servant summoned into a spiritual conflict that reaches far beyond what the eye can see. The pulpit may look like wood, carpet, lights, and a gathered congregation, but behind every faithful message stands the weight of eternity, the danger of error, the need of the flock, and the command of God.

      The Preacher’s Battle Plan – Twelve Biblical Duties For Fighting Error, Feeding Saints, and Finishing Strong was written to place before the servant of God the seriousness of his charge. The ministry is not sustained by personality, novelty, cleverness, or public approval. It is sustained by truth. It is strengthened by grace. It is guided by Scripture. It is made fruitful by the power of God.

      The book of 2 Timothy is not the counsel of a comfortable man writing from ease. It is the final thunder of a faithful apostle who had scars on his body, burdens in his heart, and glory in his view. Paul knew that Timothy would face false teachers, fearful days, shallow hearers, difficult people, and seasons when faithfulness would feel costly. Yet his instruction was not to retreat, adjust, entertain, or compromise. His charge was clear: hold the truth, endure hardness, study rightly, avoid corruption, preach the Word, evangelize the lost, and finish the race.

      This book is written for the preacher who wants more than survival in ministry. It is for the man who longs to be useful, clean, courageous, doctrinally sound, spiritually tender, and faithful to the end. It is for the pastor who carries burdens no one sees, the missionary laboring in hard soil, the evangelist pleading with sinners, the Bible teacher handling holy truth, and the young preacher learning that the call of God is both beautiful and heavy.

      The church does not need softer soldiers, quieter watchmen, or smoother speakers who have lost the edge of conviction. The church needs men who will tremble before God more than men, love souls more than applause, and preach Christ more than self.

      May these pages strengthen your hands, sharpen your discernment, deepen your burden, and remind you that the work is worth the wounds when the Lord Jesus Christ is the prize.

      The fight is fierce, but the faith is precious.

      The flock is needy, but the Shepherd is faithful.

      The days are dark, but the crown is sure.

      By God’s grace, may we not merely begin well, but finish strong.
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            ENTRUST TRUTH TO FAITHFUL MEN — 2 TIMOTHY 2:2 “THE SAME COMMIT THOU TO FAITHFUL MEN…”

          

        

      

    

    
      “The same commit thou to faithful men…” These few words carry the solemn weight of a preacher’s calling, for they place truth in his hands as a sacred trust and then command him not to keep it to himself. The preacher is not merely a speaker for the hour, nor a voice for one congregation, nor a servant for one season. He is a steward standing between what has been received and what must be passed on. The truth placed into his care must not die in his study, fade in his memory, or be buried with his generation. It must be committed. It must be transferred. It must be entrusted to faithful men.

      

      The phrase begins with “The same,” and those words bind the preacher to something unchanging. He is not called to invent a new message, polish a different doctrine, or adjust truth to please the spirit of the age. “The same” demands holy continuity. What was received must be preserved. What was trusted to him must not be diluted by fear, pride, popularity, or convenience. The preacher’s battle plan begins with this conviction: the truth is not his to edit. It is his to guard, preach, live, and commit.

      

      “The same” also rebukes the hunger for novelty that can quietly tempt the preacher’s heart. There is always pressure to sound new, appear fresh, and offer something that draws attention. Yet the preacher must remember that newness is not the same as faithfulness. A polished error is still error. A popular compromise is still compromise. A clever weakening of truth is still disobedience. The preacher who loves “the same” may not always impress the crowd, but he will honor the charge. He must be more concerned with preserving truth than producing applause.

      

      The preacher must feel the seriousness of the word “commit.” To commit truth is not to mention it casually, suggest it lightly, or leave it somewhere accidentally. It is to place a sacred treasure into another’s care with purpose, prayer, and responsibility. The word carries intention. It speaks of deliberate transfer. The preacher must not be careless with holy things. He must not scatter truth loosely among men who have no heart to hold it. What is precious must be placed carefully into hands that can be trusted.

      

      There is a holy warning in “commit,” because truth can be mishandled when it is placed in the wrong hands. Not every eager man is faithful. Not every gifted man is grounded. Not every loud man is loyal. Not every promising man is prepared. The preacher must discern the difference between ability and dependability. A man may have talent enough to attract attention and yet lack faithfulness enough to carry truth. The battle plan does not merely ask, “Who can speak?” It asks, “Who can be trusted?”

      

      The preacher who obeys this command must fight selfishness in his own soul. It is possible for a man to love being needed more than he loves preparing others. It is possible to cling to responsibilities because they give him identity, importance, and control. Yet the command says, “commit.” The preacher must not hoard truth, opportunity, responsibility, or influence as if the work must rise and fall upon him alone. He must raise men. He must train men. He must strengthen men. He must place the same truth into faithful hands.

      This duty humbles the preacher because it reminds him that he is not the end of the work. He is a servant in a line of stewardship. He received, and now he must commit. He was helped, and now he must help. He was taught, and now he must teach. He was entrusted, and now he must entrust. A preacher who sees himself as the final vessel will build too much around himself. A preacher who sees himself as a steward will labor to make others faithful with the same truth.

      

      The word “thou” makes the responsibility personal. The preacher cannot escape by saying that someone else should train men, someone else should prepare servants, or someone else should guard the next generation. The command places a finger upon his own heart. “Thou” means the duty cannot be postponed indefinitely, delegated carelessly, or excused away by busyness. The preacher must ask himself honestly, “Am I committing the same to faithful men?” That question cannot be answered by intention alone. It must be answered by obedience.

      

      “Thou” also reminds the preacher that his life is part of what he commits. Truth is not passed on by words alone. Men learn from the preacher’s doctrine, but they also learn from his spirit, his convictions, his habits, his courage, and his steadiness. If he speaks of truth as precious but treats it lightly, he trains confusion. If he warns against error but tolerates compromise, he trains weakness. If he preaches faithfulness but lives carelessly, he damages the men he hopes to strengthen. The preacher must embody the seriousness of the same truth he commits.

      

      The command does not say to commit the same to impressive men, wealthy men, popular men, or naturally powerful men. It says “faithful men.” That one word changes everything. Faithfulness is greater than flash. Faithfulness is better than charm. Faithfulness is safer than mere talent. A faithful man may not be the first one noticed, but he is the one who remains. He may not be the loudest, but he is steady. He may not seek attention, but he can be trusted. The preacher must learn to value faithfulness above appearance.

      

      Faithful men are not always discovered in the spotlight. They are often found in ordinary places, doing ordinary duties with a dependable spirit. They show up when there is no applause. They receive correction without becoming bitter. They serve when no one is impressed. They listen carefully. They hold truth reverently. They do not treat doctrine as a toy, ministry as a stage, or responsibility as a ladder for their own name. The preacher must look for these men, because these are the kind of hands into which truth can be committed.

      

      The preacher must also understand that faithful men are often formed slowly. Faithfulness is proven over time. It grows through testing, correction, service, disappointment, and endurance. A man may seem ready in excitement but prove unready in pressure. Another man may seem quiet and ordinary but reveal deep faithfulness through steady obedience. The preacher must not rush the process. He must not confuse enthusiasm with maturity. He must not mistake emotion for endurance. To commit the same wisely, he must watch, pray, teach, and patiently discern.

      

      There is pain in this duty because some men who seem faithful will not remain faithful. Some receive truth gladly but do not hold it deeply. Some enjoy the idea of ministry but not the burden of it. Some love association with the preacher but not submission to the truth. Some stand close until sacrifice is required. This can wound the preacher deeply. Yet he must not become bitter, suspicious, or silent. The failure of unfaithful men does not cancel the command. He must still commit the same to faithful men.

      

      There is also joy in this duty that few things in ministry can equal. The preacher’s heart is strengthened when he sees truth taking root in another man. There is joy when a man begins to think seriously, serve humbly, speak carefully, and stand firmly. There is joy when conviction moves from the preacher’s mouth into another man’s life. There is joy when the same truth begins to burn in another heart. The preacher then realizes that the work is larger than himself, and that God can carry truth farther than one voice.

      

      This duty protects the saints from spiritual starvation. If truth is not committed to faithful men, future sheep may be left without steady feeding. A congregation cannot live long on personality, excitement, or religious motion. Saints need truth. They need the same truth. They need it plainly opened, tenderly applied, and faithfully guarded. When the preacher commits truth to faithful men, he is caring for people he may never personally shepherd. He is feeding future saints by preparing future feeders. His investment today may become bread for hungry souls tomorrow.

      

      This duty also prepares the church to fight error after the preacher is gone. Error does not die when one faithful voice grows old. Confusion does not retire when one preacher finishes his course. The enemies of truth will continue to speak, twist, soften, and deceive. Therefore, faithful men must be ready. A preacher who only fights present error but fails to train future defenders has left the wall exposed. The same truth must be committed so that another man can stand when today’s preacher can no longer lift his voice.

      

      The words “The same commit thou” also warn against weakening truth in the transfer. One generation may not openly deny truth, but it may pass on a softer version of it. A preacher may preserve the words while losing the weight. He may repeat the terms while lowering the conviction. He may keep the appearance while surrendering the strength. Then those who come after him receive something thinner than what he received. The command does not permit that. It demands that the same be committed, not a safer, quieter, man-pleasing substitute.

      

      The preacher must be careful not to confuse his own preferences with “the same.” He is not commanded to commit his personality, habits, mannerisms, or personal style. He is commanded to commit truth. Faithful men need more than an imitation of another preacher. They need conviction rooted in the same sacred trust. If they merely learn to sound like him, they may become echoes without strength. But if they receive the same truth, they can stand in places he never enters, serve people he never meets, and face battles he never sees.

      

      This distinction is necessary because preacher-centered training can become dangerous. A man may be loyal to a preacher and still weak with truth. He may admire the preacher but not be anchored in conviction. He may repeat phrases without carrying the burden. The goal is not to create copies of one servant, but to prepare faithful men who can be trusted with the same. The preacher must point beyond himself. He must make truth larger than his personality. He must want men to be faithful to God’s charge more than merely attached to his influence.

      

      There is urgency in this command because delay can become disobedience. A preacher may plan to train men someday, invest someday, teach someday, and entrust someday, but the work of committing truth cannot be postponed forever. Time moves quickly. Strength changes. Opportunities pass. Faithful men may be near, waiting to be shaped, while the preacher is too busy to notice. The battle is too serious for neglect. The saints are too precious for delay. The same truth must be committed while there is time to commit it.

      

      The preacher should therefore examine the men around him. Who is faithful? Who listens with humility? Who receives correction? Who serves without needing praise? Who loves the truth enough to be shaped by it? Who is steady in small things? Who can be trusted when no one is watching? These questions matter. The preacher must not choose men merely because they are convenient, visible, or naturally gifted. He must seek faithful men, because faithfulness is the vessel the text requires.

      

      He must also examine himself. Has he been faithful with what was committed to him? Has he preserved the same truth? Has he guarded it from compromise? Has he lived it before others? Has he taught it plainly? Has he looked for faithful men, or has he waited for them to appear fully formed? Has he been too fearful to trust others? Has he been too proud to prepare others? The command searches the preacher before it sends him. He must let the words weigh upon his own soul first.

      

      The duty to commit truth is not cold or mechanical. It is warm, pastoral, and deeply personal. Faithful men are not machines to be loaded with information. They are servants to be shaped with truth. They need instruction, correction, encouragement, patience, and example. The preacher must not merely hand them words; he must help them feel the worth of those words. He must show them why the same truth matters, why it must be guarded, and why it must never be traded for comfort, attention, or ease.

      

      This requires tenderness and firmness. If the preacher is harsh, he may discourage men who are still growing. If he is careless, he may leave them unprepared for the seriousness of the charge. If he flatters them, he may feed pride. If he refuses to correct them, he may weaken them. The preacher must love faithful men enough to strengthen them and love truth enough to be honest with them. To commit the same well, he must have a steady hand and a burdened heart.

      

      The preacher who commits truth to faithful men learns to rejoice when others become useful. He does not envy their growth. He does not fear their fruitfulness. He does not feel threatened when they are trusted. He understands that truth is not diminished when it is shared. The work is not weakened when faithful men rise. The battle is not harmed when another soldier is strengthened. A preacher who cannot rejoice in the usefulness of faithful men may be guarding his own pride more than guarding the truth.

      

      There is great comfort here for the preacher with a small platform. He may not speak to multitudes. He may not have a famous name. He may not be known far beyond his own place of service. Yet if he commits the same to faithful men, his ministry may reach farther than he ever imagined. A quiet conversation may shape a future preacher. A private lesson may strengthen a future church. A patient correction may save a man from error. Small settings can become sacred places when the same truth is being committed.

      

      The preacher must never despise slow, hidden investment. Many of the most important works in ministry happen away from public applause. Faithful men are often strengthened through repeated conversations, simple instruction, honest correction, and ordinary examples. The fruit may not appear immediately. The preacher may wonder whether his labor is making a difference. But truth committed faithfully does not need a crowd to be powerful. It needs a faithful servant to give it and faithful men to receive it. Quiet obedience today may become strong ministry tomorrow.

      

      This duty also gives the preacher a sober view of finishing strong. A man does not finish strong merely by preaching until the end. He finishes strong when he has guarded the same truth and committed it faithfully. He finishes strong when others are better prepared because he obeyed the charge. He finishes strong when he does not leave behind confusion, dependence, and weakness, but truth placed in faithful hands. The preacher cannot control the future, but he can obey in the present. That obedience matters deeply.

      

      The phrase “faithful men” should cause the preacher to pray with tears. Faithful men are needed. Faithful men are precious. Faithful men are not to be taken for granted. The preacher should ask God to help him recognize them, strengthen them, and entrust them wisely. He should not be discouraged because there are careless men, proud men, or unstable men. The presence of the unfaithful makes the need for faithful men even more urgent. The same truth still needs faithful hands.

      

      The battle for truth is never won by one generation refusing to prepare the next. The saints must be fed beyond one preacher’s lifetime. Error must be resisted beyond one preacher’s voice. The work must continue beyond one preacher’s strength. Therefore, the command stands with holy force: “The same commit thou to faithful men.” The preacher must not hoard what he received. He must not weaken what he received. He must not delay passing on what he received. He must commit the same.

      

      Let the preacher take these words personally. Let him hold “the same” without shame. Let him “commit” with purpose. Let him feel the weight of “thou.” Let him seek “faithful men” with discernment. Let him repent of pride, fear, neglect, and careless stewardship. Let him remember that truth is too precious to be buried in one heart, one pulpit, or one generation. The same truth that reached him must move through him. It must be placed into faithful hands for the battles yet to come.

      

      The preacher’s battle plan begins here, with sacred stewardship. Before he can fight error faithfully, feed saints steadily, and finish strong honorably, he must obey this duty. “The same commit thou to faithful men…” Those words call him away from selfish ministry and into generational faithfulness. They remind him that the work is larger than his name, longer than his life, and weightier than his comfort. May every preacher feel the charge, guard the truth, train the faithful, and commit the same until the last sermon is preached, the last duty is done, and the truth remains in faithful hands.
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            ENDURE THE SUFFERINGS — 2 TIMOTHY 2:3, 12 - “THOU THEREFORE ENDURE HARDNESS…”

          

        

      

    

    
      “Thou therefore endure hardness…” These words do not sound like the language of ease, comfort, applause, or convenience. They are not spoken to a preacher who has been promised a smooth road, a soft chair, a calm sea, or a ministry without wounds. They come as a command for the man who must stand when standing hurts, preach when preaching costs, labor when labor is heavy, and remain faithful when the way grows dark. The preacher’s calling is not wrapped in earthly softness. It is marked by holy duty, spiritual conflict, and inward endurance. If he would fight error, feed saints, and finish strong, he must first learn that hardness is not an accident in the ministry.

      The words begin personally: “Thou.” The command does not fall upon another man first. It does not point across the field and say, “Let him endure.” It speaks directly to the preacher’s own soul. “Thou” means the burden cannot be shifted, excused, softened, or escaped. The preacher may wish another could carry what presses upon him, but there are seasons when the command comes straight to his heart. Thou endure. Thou continue. Thou stand. Thou remain beneath the weight without surrendering the truth. The battle plan does not begin with admiration for endurance in others, but obedience to endurance in oneself.

      There is something searching in that word “thou,” because it removes the preacher’s hiding places. He cannot hide behind the weakness of the age, the coldness of the people, the bitterness of critics, or the loneliness of the work. He cannot say that hardness gives him permission to quit. He cannot say that wounds excuse unfaithfulness. He cannot say that weariness cancels duty. The word “thou” brings the command near enough to touch his conscience. It reminds him that the call of God must be answered in his own life, not merely admired in another man’s testimony.

      Yet “thou” is not merely a rebuke; it is also an honor. The preacher is addressed because he has been entrusted with something serious enough to require endurance. Light burdens are not given such language. Small errands do not demand such steel. The very fact that he is called to endure hardness shows that the work before him is weighty, sacred, and worthy of suffering. The preacher must not measure his calling by how easy it feels. He must measure it by the truth committed to him, the saints who must be fed, and the battle that must be faced.

      Then comes the word “therefore,” and it stands like a bridge between truth and duty. The preacher is not commanded to endure hardness for no reason. There is a holy logic behind his suffering. “Therefore” tells him that endurance is not random misery, nor blind stubbornness, nor empty pain. It is connected to the charge laid upon him. He endures because the work matters. He endures because truth matters. He endures because souls matter. He endures because the ministry cannot be governed by feelings alone. The preacher who sees the “therefore” can find meaning in hardship that would otherwise seem unbearable.

      “Therefore” also keeps the preacher from thinking of suffering as strange. The work itself explains the hardness. If a man will fight error, he should not be surprised when error fights back. If a man will feed saints, he should not be surprised when the burden of hungry souls weighs upon him. If a man will finish strong, he should not be surprised when the road tests his strength. “Therefore” teaches the preacher that hardship belongs to the seriousness of the calling. He must not treat every difficulty as a sign to retreat. Some difficulties are signs that he is in the very place where endurance is required.

      The command then presses deeper: “endure.” This is not the language of momentary excitement. It is the language of staying power. To endure is to remain when escape would be easier. It is to continue when the heart is tired. It is to bear what one cannot quickly remove. It is to stand beneath a weight without letting that weight break loyalty to truth. The preacher may feel pain, grief, disappointment, and weariness, yet endurance commands him not to make feeling the master of obedience. He may weep, but he must not forsake the charge.

      Endurance is not hardness of heart. The preacher must never think that to endure means he must become cold, bitter, careless, or unfeeling. A stone can remain in place, but a preacher is not called to become a stone. He is called to endure as a servant with a living heart. He may feel every wound and still stand. He may love deeply and still continue. He may carry sorrow and still preach truth. He may tremble under the burden and still obey. True endurance is not the absence of pain; it is faithfulness beneath pain.

      The preacher must endure hardness without allowing hardness to make him harsh. This is one of the secret battles of ministry. A man can be wounded by criticism, disappointed by people, pressed by burdens, and slowly begin to speak with the edge of injury rather than the spirit of duty. He may begin to see every question as rebellion, every weakness as betrayal, and every burden as proof that no one cares. But the command says, “endure hardness,” not “become hardened.” The preacher must let hardness strengthen his resolve without poisoning his spirit.

      To endure hardness, the preacher must accept that the ministry will not always feel rewarding. There will be days when labor seems unseen, sermons seem unheard, prayers seem unanswered, and sacrifice seems unnoticed. There will be seasons when his heart gives out more than it receives. He may pour himself into people who later walk away. He may warn with tears and be accused of hatred. He may speak truth and be treated as though truth itself were the trouble. In such hours, the command remains plain: “Thou
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        11. Evangelize The Sinners — 2 Timothy 4:5 - “Do the work of an evangelist…”
      


      		
        12. Expect The Saviour — 2 Timothy 4:1–8 - “Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness…”
      


      		
        Afterword
      


      		
        Also by Joshua Rhoades
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